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GEORGEII. 3, 

XXXV. Tierce debate on this fubje6l. XXXVL 
Scheme by Sir J, Barnard for reducing the inter ejt 
of the national debt. XX XV 11. Bill againjl the 
city of Edinburgh. X'X.^V III. Piay-houfe bill. 

SI. J. HE moft remarkable incident that diftin. CriAV. 
guilbed this year in liingland was a very uncommon v. 
inftancc of fuicide; an acS of defpair fo frequent '7*^ 
among the Enghib, that in other countries it is ob« 
jeded to them as a national reproach. Though it rrfay 
be generally termed the effedt of lunacy proceeding 
from natural caufes operating on the human body ^ 
in fome few inftances it feems to have been the 
rcfult of cool deliberation. Richard Smith, a book- 
binder, and prifoner for debt within the liberties of 
the King's- Bench , perfuadcd his wife to follow his 
example in miaking away with herfelf, after they had 
murdered their little infant This wretched pair were 
in the month of April found hanging in their bed- 
chamber , at about a yard's diftancc from eacfr other j 
and in a feparate apartment the child lay dead in z 
cradle. They left two papers enclofed in a (hort letter • 
to their landlord , whofe kindnefs they implored iti 
favor of their dog and cat. They even left money 
Co pay the porter who fhocrld carry the enclcifed 
papers to the perfon for whom they were addreffed. 
In one of thefe the hufband thanked that perfon for 
the marksoffriendftiphe had received at his hands; 
and complained of the ill offices he had undergone 
from a different quarter. The other paper, fubfcrib- 
cd by the hufband and wife, contained the reafona 
which induced them to Adt fuch a tragedy ott 
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BOOK tbemfelves and their offspring. Thi.c letter was al- 
ii, together furprifing for the calm rcrolution, the good 
iwt. humor, and the propriety with which it was writ- 
ten. They declared , that they withdrew them- 
felves from poverty and rags ; evils that, through a 
train of unlucky accidents , were become inevitable. 
They appealed tp their neighbours for the induftry 
with which they had endeavoured to earn a liveli- 
hood. They juftified the murder of tbeiV child , by- 
faying, it was lefs cruelty to take her- with them, 
than to leave her friendlefs in the world expofed to 
ignorance and mifery. They profefled their belief 
and confidence in an Almighty God, the fountain 
of goodnefs and beneficence, who (^ould not pofTibly 
take delight in the mifery of his creatures : they, 
therefore, refigned up their lives to him without 
any terrible apprehcnfions ; fubmitting themfelves 
to thofe ways which , in his goodnefs, he fhould 
appoint after death. Thofe unfortunate fuicides 
had been always induftrious and frugal, invincibly 
honed, and remarkable for conjugal affedlion. 

$ II. Truftees having been appointed bycharter 
to fuperintend a new fettlement in Georgia , fituated 
to the fouthward of Carolina in America, Mr.- 
Oglethorpe, as general andgovernor of the province, 
embarked at Gravefend, with a number of poor 
families, to plant that colony. The King of Spain 
having equipped a very powerful armament, the 
fleet failed on the fourth day of June from the 
road of Alicant, under the command of the Count 
de Montemar , . and arrived on the coaft of 
B^rbary in the neighbourhood of Oran , where a 
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confiderable body of troops was lamJcd -without CHAf» 
much oppofition. Next day, however they were T. 
attacked by a numerous army of IVloors, over .*^^** 
whom they obtained a coiuplete vidory. The 
Bey or governor of Oran immediately retired 
with his garrifon , and the Spaniards took poflef- 
fion of the place, frorfi which they had been driven 
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and eight* 
The ftrong fort of Mazalaquivir was likcwife furreQ- 
dered to the viftors at the firft fummons; fo that 
their expedition anfwered all the views with which 
it had been projedcd. Vidor Amad^eus, the ab- 
dicated King of Sardinia, having, at the inftiga- 
tion of his wife , engaged in fome intrigues , ia . 
order tore-afcend the throne, his fon , the reigning 
king , ordered his perfon to be vfeized at Mont^ 
calier, and conveyed to Rivofi, under a ftrong efcort* 
His wife, themarchioncfs de Spigno, was conduded 
to Seva. The old King's confeffor, his phyfician, 
and cight-and-forty perfons of diftindion were itn* 
prifoned. The citadel of Turin was fccured with a 
-ftrong garrifon ; and new inftrudions were given to 
the governor and fenate of Chamberfy. Tho 
difpute which had long fubfifted between tho 
King of Pruffia and the youngPrincc of Orange, 
touching the fucceflion to the cftates poffeffed by 
King Williant 111. as head of the houfc of Orange, 
was at laft accommodated by a formal treaty figned 
at Berlin and Dieren. The Dutch were greatly 
alarmed about this time with an apprehenfion qt 
being overwhelmed by an inundation^, occafioned 
^y vrormst yrhich \ycre faid to have confum^d the 
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O o K pHfs and timber-work that fupported their dtkei. 
11. They prayed and fafted with uncommon zeal, in 

J7^^• terror of this calamity, whiqh they did not know 
how to avert in any other manner. At length , they 
were delivered frottt their fears by a hard froft, which 
cffedually deftroyed thofe dangerous animals. Abopt 
this time, JVlr. Dieden, pleiiipotentiary from thp 
Eledor of Hanover, received, in the name of his 
mafter, the inveftiture of Bremen and Verdenfroin 
^he hands of the Fmperor. 

$ III. The hiftory of England at this period cannot 
be very inter^ftiog, as it chiefly conftfts in an annual 
revolution of debates in parliament. Debates, in 
vrhicb the fame arguments perpetually recur on the 
fame fubjeds. When the feflion >vas opened on the 
fixteentb day of January, the King declared, 
tbajt the fituation of affairs both at home and abroad 
rendered it unneceflary for him to lay before the twp 
Houfes any other reafons for calling them together, 
but the ordinary difpateh of the public bufinefs, 
and his defirc of receiving their advice in fuch affairs 
as Riould require the care and confideration of parlia- 
ment. ' The motion made in the Houfe pf Commons 
for an addrefs of thanks implied , that they Ihould 
exprefe their fatisfadion at the pr^fent fituation of 
affairs both at home and abroad. The motion was 
carried notwithftanding the oppofition of thofe who 
obfervcd , that the nation had very little reafon to 
be pleafcjj with the prefent pofturc of affairs ; that the 
French were employed in fortifying and rcftoring 
the harbour of Dunkirk, contrary to the faith of 
the moft folemn treaties : that the Britifh merchants 
fcad received no xedrefs for the depredations com- 
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mitted by the Spamfrds: that the commerce of cHAi^ 
{Lngiand daily decreafed ; that no fort of trade throve y* 
but the traffic of Change - Alley « where the oiofl: i7t9» 
abominable frauds were prad^ifed ; and that every 
feffion of parliameat opened a new fcene ofvillany 
and iropofitipn. 

J IV. The pexifion-bill wa^ once more revived, 

and loA again in the Houfe of Peers. All the 

reafons formerly advanced againfl; a ftanding army 

were now repeated ; "and a redudion of the number 

infiftedvpot^^ithfuch warmth, that the minifterial 

party were obliged to ]»ave recourfe to the old phaa* 

tom of the Pretender. Sir Archer Croft faid a coa- 

timiatioD of the fame number of forces was the more 

neceflfary, bec2^]fe, tohis knowledge, popery was 

increaiing very faft in the country; for, ip one 

parifli which he knew, there were feven popiQi 

priells; and that the danger from thd PretQsder 

was the more to be feared , becaufe they did not 

know but he was then breeding his fon a pro* 

teftant Sir JRobcrt Walpole obferved, that a- 

reduiflton of the army was the chief thing wi(bed for » 

and defired by all the Jacobites in the kingdom^ 

that no reduction had <ver been made b^t what 

gave frefh hopes to that party, and encouraged 

> them to raife tumults againft the government ; and 

be did not doubt but that if they fliould refolve 

to reduce any part of the army , there would be 

poik - horfes employed that very night to carry 

thd good^ news beyond fea to the Pretender. His 

brother Horatio added that the nunober of troopj 

then propofed was abfolutely necejTary to fupport 

B4 
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BOOK his Majefty's government , and would be ncceffary 
II. 2^3 long as the nation enjoyed the happinefs of having 
^73a. the prefent jlluftrious family on the throne. The 
futility, thefelf-contradidion, and the ridiculous ab« 
furdity of thefe fuggeftions were properly expofed : 
neverthelefs , che army was voted without any re* 
dijdlion. Sir Wilfred Lawfon having made a motion 
for an addrefs to the King , to know what fatisfadion 
had been made by Spain for the depredations com- 
mitlfed on Britifh merchants, it was after a violent 
debate approved, and the addrefs prefented; The 
King, in anfwer to this remortftrance, gave them 
to underftand, that the meeting of the commiflaries 
of the two crowns had been fo long delayed by 
unforefeen accidents; that the conferences were 
not opened till the latter end of the preceding 
February; and that as the courts of London and 
Madrid had agreed Chat the term of three years 
f fkipulated for finifhing the commifllbn fliould be 

computed from their firft meeting, a perfed ac- 
count of their proceedings could not as yet 
be laid Tbefore the Houfe of Commons, A hill 
had been long depending for granting encourage- 
iment to the fugar - colonies in the Weft - Indies ; 
but , as it was founded upon a prohibition that 
would have put a ftop to all connnercc between 
the French iflands and the Britifli »fettlements in 
North- America, it met with a very warm oppoli- 
tion from thofe who had the profperity of thofe 
northern colonies at heart. But the t^il being 
patronized and fupported by the court-intereft) fur- 
inounted all objedions , and afterwards paOed 
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into a law. While the Commons deliberated upon chap. 
the fupply, Sif Robert Walpole moved, that five v. 
hundred tkoufand pounds fhould be iffued out of ^-^ss. 
the finkirtg fund fordieferviceof tbeenfuing year^ 
Sir William Wyndham , Mr. Pulteney , and Sir 
John Barnard, expatiated upon the iniquity of pil- 
laging a facred depofit, folemnly appropriated to 
the difch^rge of the national debt. They might 
have demonftrated the egregious folly of a meafure^ 
by which the public , for a little temporary eafc » 
ioft the advantage of the accumulating iatereft which 
would have arifen from the finking fund if properly 
managed and referved. All objejilions vanifhed 
before the powers of minifterial influence , which 
nothing now could check but the immediate danger 
of popular commotion. Such hazardous interpo- 
fition actually defeated a fcheme which had been 
adopted by the minifter , and even before its appear- 
ance alarmed all the trading part of the nation. 
S V. The Houfe having refolveditfelf into a com- 
mittee , to deliberate upon the moft proper methods 
for the better fecurity and improvement of the duties 
and revenues charged upon tobacco and wines , all 
thb papers relating to thefip duties were fubmitted 
to the perufal of the members : the commiffioners 
of the Cuftoms and Excife were ordered to attend 
the Houfe , the avenues of which were crowded 
with multitudes of people; and the members in 
the oppofition waited impatiently for a propofal« 
in which they thought the liberties of their 
country fo deeply intereftcd. In a word , tliere had 
beeiiacallof the Hpufeon thepr?cc?dingdfiy, Thf 
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n pom fcffion w^5 frequeotand full; amd both fides appeared 
Ij[. ready and e^gcr for the concert, when Sir Robert 
173*. WaJpole broached his defign. JHe took qotice of th« 
arts \vhich had been ujfed t0 prejudice the people 
againrt his pian before it was|inown. He affirrned thai: 
the clamors pccafioned by thefe prejudices had ori- 
ginally rifen frorn fnaugglers and fraudulent deale^^ 
who had enriched themfe|ves by cheating the pub- 
lic; and that thefe had been ftrenuoufly abided and 
fupportcd by another fetc^oaen^ fond of every op- 
portunity to (lirupthe people pjF Great-Britain t;o 
mutiny and (edition. He eKpatiated on the frauds 
that were cOnomittedin that branch of the revenue 
arifing from the duties on tobacco; upon the hardfliip$ 
to which the American planters were lubjcded by 
the heavy duties payable bn importation, as well as 
by the ill ufage they had met with from their fa<llors 
and corrjfpondents in England^ who^ from being 
their fervants, were noyr become theijT marters; upon 
the injury dpneiK) the fair trader; and the lofs (uf- 
• tained by the public with refpe<fl to the revenue. 
Heafferted that thefchemehc was about tp propofe 
would remove all thefe inconveniences , prevent 
numberlefs frauds, perjuries, and faife entries , ^nd 
add two or three hundred thousand pounds per an- 
num to'ihe public revenue. He entered into a long 
detail of frauds pradifed by the knavilh dealer in 
thofe commodities : be recited the feveral ads irf 
parlfament that related to the duties on wine and 
tobacco : he* declared he had no intention to pro- 
mote a general excife : he endeavoured to obviate 
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fomc objcAion^ that might be made to hh plan , c H a f • 
the Da.ture of which he at length explained. He v. 
propofed to join the laws of Kxcjfe to thofe pf the .»7J^ 
Cuftoms: that the further fubfidy of thriee farthingj 
per pound charged upon imported tobacco (houiJ 
be ftill levied at th^ Cuftom-Houfe, and payable 
to his Majefty's civil-lift as heretofore: that then 
the tobacco ftould be lodged in warehoufes, to be 
appointed for that purpofe by the consmiflioners of 
the Excifc: that the keeper of each warchoufe, ap- 
pointed likewife by the commifljoners, (hould have 
one Ipck and key, and the merchant-importer have 
another: and that the tobacco (hould be thus fecured 
until die merchant (hould find vent for it, either by 
exportation or home-confumption : that the part dc- 
figncd for exportation (hould be weighed at the 
Cudooi-Houfe, difcharged of the three farthings 
per pound which had been paid at its firft imporu 
nation , and thei;) exported without further trouble: 
that the portion deftined ^or home-confumption 
ftould, in prefence of the warehoufe- keeper, be de- 
livered to the purphafer, upon his paying the in- r 
land duty of four pence per pound weight to the 
proper officer appointed to receive it; by which 
means the merchant would be cafed of the incon* 
venicnce of paying the duty upon importation, or 
of granting bonds and finding furcties for the pay- 
n^ent, before he had found a market for the commodi- 
ty; that all penalties and forfeitures, fo far as they for- 
merly belonged to the crown, (hould for the future be 
applied to the ufe of the public: that appeals in this« 
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BOOK as well as in all other cafes relating to the cxcife, 
n. ihould be heard and determined by two or three of 
*J^32, the judges, to be named by hiSlVlajefty; and in the 
country, by the judge of aflize u|>on the next c^- 
cuit, who (bould hear and determine fuch appeals 
in the moft fumnaary manner , without the for- 
mality of proceedings in courts of law or equity. 
§ Vir Such was the fubftance of the famous ex- 
cife-fcheme, in favor of which Sir Robert Wal- 
pole moved , that the duties and fubfidies on to- 
bacco ihould from and after the turcnty-fourth day 
of June ceafe and detern\ine. 1 be debate which 
enfued was managed and maintained by all the able 
fpeakers on both fides of the queftion. Sir Robert 
Walpole was anfwered by Mr. Perry, member 
for the city of London. Sir Paul Methuen joined 
in the oppofition. Sir John Barnard, another 
reprefentative of London , diftinguilhed himfelf 
in the fame caufe. He was fupported by Mr; 
Fulteney , Sir William Wyndham , and other 
patriots. The fcheme was efpoufed by Sir Philip 
Yorke, appointed lord- chief -juftice of the King*s- 
Bench , and ennobled in the courfe of the enfuing 
year. Sir Jofeph Jekyl approved of the projedl, 
which was. like wife ftrenuoufly defended by Lord 
Hervey, Sir Thomas Robinfon, Sir William Yongc, 
Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Winnington, which laft 
excelled all hiscontemporaries of theminiftry in talents 
and addrcfs. Tbbfe who argued againft; the fcheme 
accufed the minifter of having mifreprefented the 
. frauds , and made falfe calculations. With refped to 
th^fuppofed faardihips under \rfaich the planters were 
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faid to labor, tbey affirmed that no planter had C HaP« 
ever dreanaed of complaining, until inftigated by V. 
letters and applications from London : that this i7li« 
fcherae, far from relieving the planten, would 
cxpofe the fadlors to fuch grievous oppreffion , that 
they would not be able to continue the trade, confe- 
quendy the planters would be entirely ruined ; and 
after all it would not prevent thofe frauds againft 
which it was faid to be provided : that from the 
examination of the coramiffioners of the Cuftoms, it 
appeared that thofe frauds did not exceed forty 
thoufand pounds per annum , and might in a great 
meafure be abolifhed, by a due execution of the 
laws in being ; confequently this fcheme was 
unneceflary, would be ineffedual in augmenting 
the revenue , deftruiitive to trade , and dangerous 
to the liberties of the fubjed, as it tended to promote 
a general excife, which was in all countries confidered 
as a grievous oppreffion. They fuggefted that it 
would produce an additional fwarm of excife-officers 
and warehoufe-keepers , appointed and paid by the . 
Treafury, fo as to multiply the dependants oh 
the crown , and enable it ftill further to influence 
the freedom of eledions : that the traders would 
become flaves toexcifemen and warehoufe-keepers, 
as they would be debarred all accefs to their 
commodities , except at certain hours , wlien ^ 
attended by thofe officers : that the merchant, 
for every quantity of tobacco he could fell , would 
be obliged toimake a journey , or fend a meflenger 
to the officje for a permit, which could not be 
gbtaine^^wkhout trouble^ expenfe^ and delay: 
I \ 
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BOOK 21"^ ^^^^ fliould a law be enaded in confcquencc 
II, of this motion , it would in all probability be fome 
time Of other ufed as a precedent for introducing 
excife-Iaws into every branch of the revenue; 
in which cafe the liberty of Great. Britain would, 
be no raore. In the courfe of this debate , Sir 
Robert Walpole took notice of the multitudes 
which kad befeC all the approaches to the Houfe. 
He faid it would be an eafy taflc for a defigning 
feditious perfon to raife a tumult and diforder 
among them: that gentlemen might give them what 
name they (hould think fit , and affirm they were 
come as humble fappliants ; but he knew whom 
the law called fturdy beggars ; and thofe who 
brought them to that place could not be certain • 
but that they might behave in the fame manner. 
This iiiftnuation was refented by Sir John Barnard ^ 
who obferved that merchants of charaAer liad 
a righ* to come down to the Court of Requefts, 
and lobby of the Houfe of Commons , in order 
to folicit their friends and acquaintance againft any 
fcheme or projeA which they might think prejudicial 
to their commerce: that when he came into the 
Houfe , he faw none but fuch as deferved the 
appellation of fturdy beggars as little as the honor- 
able gentleman himfelf, or any gentleman whatever, 
ill. ifsi- After a warm difpute the motion was carried by 
a majority of fixty-one voices* Several refolutions 
were founded on the propofal ; and to thefe the 
Houfe agreed , though not without another violent 
conteft. The refolutions produced a bill , againft 
which petitions were preferred by tbclord- mayor. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



G E O R G E II. 15 

alcfermen, and commoil - council of London, the CHAF^ 
cities of Coventry and Nottingham. A motion was v. 
made that counfel (bould be Heard for the city'of i73i« 
London; but it was rejedlcd by the majority, and\ 
the petitions were ordered to lie upon the table, flad 
the minifter encountered no oppofuion but that 
which appeared within doors, his projedt would 
have certainly been carried into execution : but the 
whole nation was alarmed , and clamored loudly 
againft the excifc-biil. The populace ftill crowded 
around Weftrainftcr-hall, blocking up all the avenues 
to the Houfe of Commons. They even infttlted the 
perfons of thofe members who had voted for the 
mintftry on this occafion ; and Sir Robert Walpole 
began to be in fear of his life. He therefore , thought 
proper to drop the defign, by moving that the fecond 
reading of the bill might be poflponed till the twelfth 
day of June. Then complaint being made of the 
infolence of the populace, who had maltreated feveral 
members, divers refolutions were taken againft thofe 
tumultuous crowds, and their abettors : thefe refolve* 
were communicated to the lord-mayor of London, 
the (heriff of IMiddlefex, and the high • bailiff of 
Weftminfter. Some individuals were apprehended 
in the Court of Requefts , as having fomented the 
difturbances ; but they were foon releafed. The 
mifcarriage of the bill was celebrated with public 
rejoicings in London and Weftminfter ; and the minit 
tcr was burned in effigy by the populace After tkc 
mifcarriaj^ of the excife-fcheme, the Houfe unant« 
moufly refolved to inquire into the frauds and 
abufcs ia the Cuftomi -, and a committee of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK twenty- one perfons was chofen by ballot for 
11-% this purpofe. 

1733. J Vll. The fubfequent debates of this fcflion 

were occafiooed by a bill to prevent the infamous 
pradice of ftockjobbing, which with great difficulty 
made its way to the Houfc of Lords, who propofed 
fome amendments, in confequence of which it was 
laid afide ; and by another bill eftablifbing a lottery , 
to raife five hundred thoufand pounds for the relief of 
thofc who had fufFered by the charitable corporation. 
After having undergone fome alterations it pafTed 
through both Houfes, and obtained the royal affent. 
The icing , by a meffage to parliament, had fignified 
^ his intention to give the Princefs royal m marriage to 
the Prince of Orange , promifing himfelf their con* 
^currenceandafliftance, that he 'might be enabled to 
beftow {uch a portion with his eldcft daughter as 
Ihould be fuitabic to the occafion. The Commons 
immediately refolved, that out of the monies ari- 
fmg from the fale of lands in the ifland of St. Chrifto. 
pher's, his Majefty fl)Ould be empowered to apply 
fourfcore thoufand pounds, as a marriage- dower 
for his daughter; and a claufe for this purpofe was in- 
serted in the bill, for enabling his Majefty to apply five 
hundred thoufand pounds out of the finking fund 
for the fcrvice of the current year. 

J VII. The oppofition in the Houfe of Lords was ftill 
more animated, though ineffedlual. The debates chief- 
ly turned upon the penfion-bill, the number of land- 
forces, and a motion made by Lord Bathurft, for an ac- 
count of the produce of the forfeited eftates whieh hid 
belonged to the directors of the South-Sea company* 

The 
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The truftces for thefe cftates had charged thetnfclves c if 1 F. 
with a great|fum of money, and the lords in the oppofi- V. 
tion thought they had a right to know how it hs^d been ir?> 
difpofed. The miniftfy had rcafons to ftifle this inqui* 
ry; and, therefore, oppofed it with all their vigor. 
Neverthelefs the motion was carried, after a warm 
difpute, and the diredors of the SouthSca company 
were ordered to lay the account before the Houfe, 
Fronl this, it appeared that the large fums of money 
;iriring from the forfeited eftates had been didributed 
jirnongthe proprietors, by wa^ of dividend , even 
before recourfe was had to parliament for direftions 
in what manner that produce fhould be applied : Lord 
Eiathurft, therefore, moved for a refolutiort of the 
HdUfe, that the difjpofal ofthis money by way of divi- 
llenrf, without any order or diredion of a general 
court for that purpofe ^ was a violation of the adl of 
parliament made for the difpofal thereof, and a 
inanifeft injuftice done to the proprietors of that ftbck. 
The Dukeof Newcaftle, tn order to gain time, moved^ 
that as the account was confufed, and almoft unintel- 
ligible, the prefent diredlors of the company might bd 
ordered to lay before the Hoiife a further and more 
diftin<5i account of the manner in which the money 
had been difpofed. A violent cdnteft enfucd, in thd 
Cduffe of which the Houfe divided, and of fifty feveri 
peers who voted for the delay, forty, fix were fuch 
as enjoyed preferment in the church, commiffions iii 
the army, or civil employments Under the govern* 
niedt. At length Lord Bathufft waved his motion for 
tfaattinie : then the Houfe ordered that the prefent and 
former diredlors of the South-Sea company, together 
Vol. IV. C 
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^ O k with the late infpedors of therr accounts 4 fhould 
11. attend , and be examined. They ^ere accorrdingfy 
' ■^'*' interrogated , and gave fo little faltij^fadion , that 
Lord Bathurft moved for a committee of inquiry ; but 
thequeflion being put, was carried in the ttegative: 
yet a Very ftrong proteft >^as entered by the lords in 
tb^oppofition. The next fubjed of altercation Xvas the 
bill for^nifapplying part of the produfce of the finking* 
fund. It was attcked with all the force of argument , 
wit , and declamation by the Earl of Stafford , Lords 
Bathutfl and Carteret , and particularly by the Eart 
of Chefterfield, Mrho had by this time reftgned his 
fiaff of lord, fte Ward of the houfehoid , and tenonnced 
• all connexion ivith the miniftry. Lord Bathurft 
tnoved fora refolution, importing that, in the opinion 
of theHoufe, thcfinking fund ought for the future 
to be apjilied * in time of ptace and public tranquil- 
lity, to the redemption of th'dfe ta^ces which were 
jnoft prejudicial to tbe trade, moft burdenfom^j>A 
the manUfadutes, and mOft Oppreffive On the poor 
of the nation. This motion was overruled, and 
the bill adopted by the majority. On the eleventh 
day of Junfc, the King gave the royal aflcnt to the bills 
that were ))repared , and clofed the feflion with k 
fpeech, in which he toOk notice of the ivickred 
endeavours that had been lately tifed to inflame the 
minds of the people, by the moft unjuft miffepre- 
fentations, 

§ FX. Europe >^as now re-ini/olVed in frefh ti'otlb- 
lc$ , by a vacancy on the throne of Poland. Auguftus 
died at Waffa^ in the end of January, and the 
neighbouring poyfCt$ Vfttc immediately 10 com* 



^ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6 E d R G E It 



t9 



motion. The EJccfJor of Sjhcoriy , fon. to tlifc late cH ift 
King, and Stanifiaus , wHofc daughter was married td V. 
the French mdriarch , declared thecnfelves, candidates »7W*, 
forthcPdlKh throne. The Enrtperor, the Czarina, 
and the King of Pruflia cfpoufed the interefts of 
the Saxon : the King of France fupported the 
pretenfions of his father-in-law. The . foreigni 
ihinifters it Warfaw forthwith began to form 
ihtrigiies anniong the Eledor^ ; the Marquis de 
Monti, ambaffadgfr fforti France , exerted himfdf 
fb fuccefefulfy, that he fodri gained over the primate, 
a(nd a majority of the Catholic dietines, to the in- 
tirefts of Stanifiaus; whil^the Irnperial and Rdflianf 
troops hovered On the frontiers of Polartd. The 
French King ho fdoner underftood thaft a body of the 
Era(>eror's forces S^as encamped* at Silefia , than he 
ordtred the Duke of Berwick to aflemble an arrtiy 6rf 
tlie Rhine, and take m^aflires for entering Gernaany, 
in cafe the Imperialifts (houid march irtto Polartd. A? 
French fleet fet fail for Da'ntzick , whiJe Stanifiaus? 
traivelled through Gerniariy in difguife to Poland,* 
and cdric^aled hinfifelf in the hbufe of the French 
ambafffadbr at Warfaw. As the day of eledion ap^ 
pfoached, the fniperifal. Ruffian, and Pfufl&art 
riiiriifters deliveif'ed in their ffeveral decl«tratiOns , by 
W2iy of pfrbtefl: againflt the contingent deflion of 
Stanifiaus, as ai peffon profctibed, difqualifi^d, de-" 
pending tipoix a foreign power , and conneded withf 
the Turks , and qthe^ infidels. The Ruffian General 
Lafci entered Poland at tl!ie h^ad of fifty thoufdnd 
men: the diet of the eledioh yrtk^ opened with " 

the tifiial cereneiotiy on the c^enty-fifch day of Auguft; 

G ^ 
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« o X Prince Vidazowifki , chief of the Sa5con interefl:, 
II. retired to the other fide of the Viftula^ with three 
^^ thoufand men, including foroe of the nobility who 
adhered to that party. Neverthelefs , the primate 
proceeded to the eledion: Staniflaus was unani. 
moufly chofen king; and appeared in the eledoral 
field , where he was received with loud acclamation. 
The oppofite party foon incrcafed to ten thoufand 
men ; protefted againft the eledion , and joined the 
Ruffian army, which advanced by fpeedy marches, 
King Staniflaus finding himfelf unable to cope with 
fuch ad verfaries, retired with the primate and French 
ambaflador to Dantzick, leaving the Palatine of Kiow 
at Warfaw. This general attacked the Saxon palace, 
which was furrendered upon terms : then the foldiers 
and inhabitants plundered the houfes belonging to 
the grandees who had declared for Auguftus, as well 
as the hptel of the Ruffian minifter. In the mean 
time, the Poles, who had joined the Mufcovites, 
finding it impradicable to pafs the Viftula before the 
expiration of the time fixecl for the feffion of the diet, 
creded a kolo at Groco w » where the Eledor of Sax- 
onjr was chofen and proclaimed , by the Bifliop of 
Cracow , King of Poland , under the name of Auguf- 
tus III. on the fi^^th day of Odober. They afterwards 
palTed the river, and the Palatine of Kiow retiring 
towards Cracow , they took pofTeffion of Warfa yr , 
where in their turn they plundered the palaces and 
houfes belonging to the oppofite party. 

J X. During thefetranfkdions, the French King • 
concluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by 
livhich tbofe powers agreed to declare war againfl 
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the Emperor. Manifeftos were publlfhed recipro- c R ik fW 
cally by all the contracting powers. The Duke y. 
of Berwick pafled the Rhine in Odober , and under* tfi^ 
took the (lege of fort Kehl , wbicti in a few days was 
furrendered on capitufation : then he repaflfed the 
river, and returned to Verfailles. The King of 
Sardinia having declared waragainft the Emperor, 
joined a body of French forces commanded hy 
Marefchal de Villars , and drove the Imperialiftsout 
of the Milanefe. His Imperial Majefty dreading the 
effci^s of fuch a powerful confederacy againd him, 
offered to compronlife all differences with the crown 
of Spain , under the mediation of the King of Great* 
Britain; and Mr. Keene, the BritiQi minifter at 
Madrid , propofed an accommodation. Philip ex« 
preffed his acknowledgments to the King of Eng- 
land, declaring, however that the Emperor's advances 
were too late ; and that his own refolutions were alrea« 
dy taken. Neverthelefs, he fent orders to the Count 
deMontijo, his ambaflador at London, to communi- 
cate to his Britannic Majefty the motives which had 
induced him to take thefe refolutions. In*the mean 
time, he detached a powerful armament to Italy ^ 
'where they inverted the Imperial fortrefs of Aulat 
the garrifon of which was obliged to furrendbr thenw 
fclvcs prifoners of war. The republic of Venice de- 
clared (he would take no (hare in the difputes of Italy : 
the States - General figned a neutrality with the 
French King for the Auftrian Netherlands, without 
confulting the Emperor or the King of Great-Britain, 
and the Englifli councils feemed to be altogether 
pacific. 

Cs 
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BOOK ^ ^^* '"^ Nqvcmter the Prince pf Oraage arrive^ 
•J ^t GreenMf ich^ in order to efpoufe the Fnqcjefs ^pya) ; 
naL i^"^ ^h^ oiarriag!? was poftponcd pn account of his bc- 
jng taken ill} and be repaired to Bathin Sptnerfet-ftiirf;, 
to cjrink the wafers for the recovery of his ftrength. 
Ifenrietta th^ yoijng Pucbefe pf JVl^ilbfOrough dying 
about! this time , jhe title devolved tp her fiftpr's fpn , 
the Earl of Sunderland. Lord |Cing refigniqg hjs of. 
ficc of chancellor, it was popferred uppo Mf. Tair 
bot, folicitor-general , tpgether yrith the titl^e pf a^ 
barpn ; a promotion that i^efledled honor iipon thoff 
by whom it was advifed. He poPeffed the fpirit pf ^, 
' Koman fepatQjr ^ the elegance of an Atticus, and thp 
integrity of a Cato. ^t the meeting of the parliapenp 
in January, the King to)d them , in his fpcech , thap 
^piigb he was no way engaged in the w^r which had 
begun to rage in Europe , except by the good pffices 
be bad employed appng the contending pp wers , hj: 
could not fit regardlefs of the prefent events , or b^ 
.vncpncerned for the cpnfequences of ^ >yar undertar 
^en and fupportecl by fqch a powerful alliance. H^ 
^aid . be had thought proper tp take time to examine 
the fadsalledged on both fides , and tp wait the refult 
pf the councils of thofe ppwers that were ^more imr 
pQcdiately intereAed in thecpnfequpnces pf therup^ 
Jure. Hedeclared he wpuld cpnceft \vith his allies, 
in<>.re particularly with the States-General pf the Uni^ 
ted Provinces, fuch raeafures as fhpuld he thpughl; 
jfnoft advifeabie for their cpmcpon fafety , and for 
jreftqring th^e peace of Europe. In the mean time , 
be exprt0ed h^ hope that they >vo,uI4 mak^ fuch 
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proyifion as fhould fccure his kingdom , rights , and c H 4 f ^ 
pofTeflGons from all dange^rs and infulcs , and (jnain^ain y^ 
the refped due to the Britifh nation He (aid ^ that 1739* 
whatever part it might in the end be pioft reafonablj? 
for hiijn to ad, it would in all views be^neccffary, 
when all Europe was preparing for arms, to put hi^ 
kipgdoms in a pofture of defence. Th^ motion for 
an addrefs of t))an^s produced, as ufual, a debate 
in both fJoufeSf which it niu(^ be owned , apppars tq 
have proceeded from a fpirit of caviling, rather thaa 
from any r^afonable caufe of objedion. 

5 Xll. Thelloufe of Coi^nions rcfolved to ad«^ 
drefs his Majefty for a copy of the treaty of Vienna, 
Sif John RuQiout moved for another, defiring that 
thf! letters an^ in ftrudjtipns relating to the executioa 
of the treaty of Seville (hould be fubmitted to the 
ii^fpedjtipn of the Commons J but ^ after a hard drug- 
gie, it was oycr-rpled. The next motion was made 
by Mr. Sandys , a gentleman who had for fom^e time 
appeared ftrenuous in the oppofition , and wrangled 
•with great perfevetaoce. He propofed that the Hpufe 
ihou)d examine the inftrudlions which had beci| 
given to the Rritifh minifter in Poland , fpme yearf 
before the *eathpf King Auguftus, that they migh(f 
be the better able to judge of the caufes which pro- 
duced this new rupture a.mo«g the powers of Europe. 
The motipn being oppofed by all the court-members^ 
a conteft eofued , in the ppurfe of which Mr. Pulteney 
conipared the ipiniftry to an empyric, and the con^ 
ftitution of England jto his patient. ^ This pretender ia 
phyfic (ijMd he) being ^onfulted, telU the diftempere^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

9 p It pcrfoo , there were but two or three ways of treating 
II. bis difeafe ; and be was afraid that none of them would 
1733. fucceed. A vomit might throw him into conyulfions 
that would occafion immediate death ; a purge might 
bring on a diarrhoea that would carry him off in a 
Ibort time ; and he had been already bled fo much » 
and fo often , that he could bear it no longer. The 
unfortupate patient (hocked at this declaration,, re^ 
plies , * Sir , you have always pretended to be a regu- 

• lardodor, but 1 now find you are an arrant quack* 

* I had an excellent conftitution when I firft fell into 
^ your bands , but you have quite deftroyed it ; and 

• now 1 hnd I have no other chance for faving my 

• hfe , -but by calling for the help of fome regular 

* phyfician. '* In the debate, the members on both 
fides feemed to wander from the queftion, and indulge 
themfelves with ludicrous perfonalities, Mr. H, 
Walpole took occafion to fay, that the oppofition 
treated the noiniftry as he himfelf was treated by 
fome of his acquaintance, with r^fpedl to his drefs. 
^ If I am in plam clothes (faid he) then they call me 

'^ a flovenly , dirty fellow ; and if by chance I wear 

* a laced fuit, they cry, What, (ball fych an auk- 
•* ward fellow wear fine clothes ? " He continued to 
fport in this kind of idle buffoonery. He compared 
the prefent adminiftratioli to a (hip atfea. As long 

» as the wind was fair, and proper for carrying us to 

our defigncd port , the word was ^ Steady ! fteady ! " 
but when the win4 began to (hift and change , the 
word was neceffarily altered to ^* Thus , thus , and 
•* no near. " The motion was overpowered by 
the majority ; and this was the fate of fcveral other 
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propofals made by the members in the oppofition. q h A P* 
Sir John Barnard prefentcd a petition from the drug- v. 
gifts , and other dealers in tea, complaining of the ii33. 
infultsand opprcflGon to which they were fubjeded 
by the excife-laws , and imploring relief. Sir John 
and Mr. Perry, another of the city-members, explain- 
ed the grievous hard/hips which thofe traders fuftain- 
cd , and moved that the petition might be referred 
to the confideration of the whole Houfe. They 
wereoppofed by Mr. Winnington, Sir W. Yonge, 
and other partifans of the miniftry ; and thefe flcirmi- 
(hes brought on a general engagement of the two 
parties , in which every weapon of fatire , argument, 
reafon, and truth was wielded againft that odious, 
arbitrary , and oppreffive method of collecting the 
public revenue. Neverthelcfs , the motion in favor 
of the fuffcrers was rcjecJted. 

$ XIII. W hen the Commons deliberated upon the 
fupply, Mr. Andrews, deputy -pay matter of the 
army, moved for an addition of eighteen hundred 
men to the number of land-forces which had been 
continued fince the preceding year. The members 
in the oppofition difputed this fmall augmentation ^ 
with too much heat and eagernefs. It mutt be ac- 
knowledged , they were by this time irritated into 
fuch perfonal animofity againtt the minittet, that they 
refolved to oppofe all his meafures , whether they 
might or might not be neceflary for thie fafety and 
advantage of the kingdom. Nor indeed were they aU 
together blamable for adingon this maxim, if their 
fole aim was to remove from the confidence and coun- 
cils of their fovereign a man wbofe condu(^ they 
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BOOK thought prejudicial to the intercft and liberties of 
11^ their country. They could not however, prevent 
^^^' the augmentation propofcd: but they refolved, if 
they coujd not wholly ftop the career of the miniftry, 
to throw in fuch a number of rubs as fhould atleaft 
retard their progrefs. The Duke of Bolton and 
Lord Cobham had been deprived of the regiments 
they commanded , becaufe they refufed to concur 
in every projed of ^|hc adminiftration. It was 
in coofeqnence of their difmiffiom that Lord 
Morpeth moved for a bill to prevent any commif- 
iioo-bfiicer , not above the ranjc of a colonel , from 
being removed, junlefs by a cojurt-martial, or by ad- 
jdrefs of either Houfe of parliament. Such an attack 
oa the prerogative might have fucceeded in the latter 
part of the reign of the firft Charles; but at this 
jundurc could not fail to mifcarry : yet it wa$ 
fuftained with great vigor and addrefe. When the 
proppfal was fet afide by the majority , Mr. Sandys 
moved for anaddrefs to the king, defiring to know 
who advifed his Majefty to remove the Duke of 
Bolton and Lord Cobham frpm their refpedive 
regiments. He wasfeconded by Mr. Pulteneyand 
Sir William Wyndham; but the miniftry forefeeing 
another tedious difpute called for the queftion, and 
the motion was carried in the qegativi*. The next 
fource of contention was ^ bill for fecuring the 
freedom of parliament , by limiting the number 
of officers in the Houfe of Commo\is- It w^s read 
a firfl and fe^nd time ; but when a motion was 
made for its being committed , it met with a power* 
ful oppofition, and produ ' d a warni debate that 
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iffpedm a qAcftion , which , li{cejhc former , paffcd 
in the negative. A clergyman having infinuated 
in cpnverfation , th^t Sir William Milner, baronet^ 
mcrabeir for York , receiypd a penfion from th? 
miniftry , the IJoufe took cognizance pf this report : 
jbe clergyman acknowledged ^t the bar that he oiight 
have dropped fuch a hint frpnj he^rfay. The ac- 
cufed r^pmber protefted, upqq his honor, that his 
never did , or ever would receive , placjj ^ pepfiqn, 
gratuity, or reward frotn the court, eitber dipecaiy 
or indireditJy, for voting in parliament, or upoi; 
any other account whatever. The accufation wa^ 
voted falfe and fcandalous, and the accufcd taken 
into cuftody : but in a few days he was difcbargcd 
ppon his hupable petition and his begging pardon 
pf the member whopoi he had calumniated. The 
duty upon fait was prolonged for eight years ; and 
a till paflcd againft ftockjobbing. 

$ XIV. But the fubjcd which of all others em- 
ployied the eloquence and abilities on both fides to 
the mp(]t vigorous e:|certioii , was a motion made 
by Mr. Bromley, who pfopofed that a bill fliould 
bebroqght in forrepealiog the feptennial ad, and 
for the i9)pre frequent meeting and callingjof parli* 
aments. The argumients for and agamft feptennial 
parliaments b^Vie already beep (lated. The miniftry 
now infifted. Bppn tbc incireafe of papifts and Jaco- 
bites , .which rendered it dangerous to weaken the 
hands of the gqverhment ; they challenged the 
oppofition tp produce one inftance in which the 
leaft encroachment h?id been rnade on the liberties of 
the people fmce t|ie feptennial ad took place ; and they 
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BOOK defied the moft ingenious malice to prove that his 
n, prcfent Majefty had ever endeaTOured to Extend any 
1733. branch of the prerogative beyond its legal bounds* 
Sir John Hynde Cotton affirmed , that in nEiany parts 
of England thepapifts had already begun to ufe all 
their influence,in favor of thofc candidates who were 
recommended by the minifters as members in theen« 
fuing parliament. With refped to his Majefty 's 
Condud » he faid he would not anfwer one word : 
but as to the grievance introduced lince the law 
was enaded for feptennial parliaments, bethought 
bimfelf more at liberty to declare his fentiments. H^ 
afferted that the feptennial law itfelf was an encroach- 
ment on the rights of the people : a law pafled by a 
parliament that made itfelf feptennial. He obfef ved, 
that the laws of treafon with regard to trials were 
altered fince that period : that in former times a roan 
was tried by a jury of his neighbours , within the 
county where the crimes alledged againft him were 
faid to be committed; but by an ad of a feptennial 
parliament he might be removed and tried in any 
place where the crown, or rather the miniftry, could 
find a jury proper for their purpofe; where the pri- 
foner covid not bring any witntfs in his juftiHcationy 
without an expenfe which perhaps his circumftances 
would not bear. He aflced if the riot-ad was not an 
encroachment on the rights of the people ? An ad by 
which a little dirty juftice of the peace , the meaneft 
and vileft tool a minifter can ufe , who perhaps fub- 
fifts by his being in thecommiflion , and may be de* 
prived of that fubfiftence at the pleafure of his patron^ 
h^d it in his power to put twenty or thirty of the beft 
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fubjeAs in England to immediate; death, without any C H 1 f • 

trial or form but that of reading a proclamation, v- 

« Was not the fatal South ^ Sea fcheme (faid he) '^^s. 

^' eftabliChed by the adof a feptennial parliament ?. 

•* And can any man a(k, whether that law was 

•* attended with any inconvenience ? To the glorious 

** catalogue I might have added the late excife-bill, if 

•* fthadpaffedinto a law; but, thank heaven, the 

** feptennial parliament was near expiring before 

^ that famous meafure was introduced. " 

$ XV. Sir William Wyndham concluded an ex* 
cellent fpeech, that fpoke him the unrivaled oratoi^ 
the uncorrupted Briton and the unfbaken patriot, 
in words to this eflfe(3; : " Let us fuppofea man aban* 
^. doned to all notions of virtue and honor, of no 
** great family , and but a mean fortune , raifed to 
** be chief minifter of ftate , by the concurrence of 
** many whimHcal events,; afraid, or unwilling to 
^ truft any but creatures of his own making \ loft 
" to all fenfe of (hame and reputation ; ignorant of 
** his country's true intcreft ; purfuing no aim but 
^ that of aggrandizing himfelfand bis favorites; in 

* foreign affairs trufting none but thofe who , from 
^ thcnature of their education, cannot poflibly be 
^ qualified for the fervice of their country, or give 
^ weight and credit to their ne^ociations. Let us 

* fuppofe the true intereft of the nation , by fuch 
** means, ncgleded or mifunderftood , her honor 

* tarnifhed , her importance loft , her trade infult<» 
^ ted, her merchants plundered, and her failors 
" murdered; and all thefe circumftances overlook* 
^^ ed t left his adminiftration Aould be endangered. 
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B O O k ^ Supt>ofc him rttxt poflbffed of irtiraehfc vrealtfi^, 

jj^ " the? plcinder of the nation , with a partiament chief* 

*733. ^ ly compofed of Aiembefs whofcfeat^arepurchaf- 

^ fcd, and whdffc votes are bought at the expenfe 

*' of the public treafure. In fuch a parlijimerit, fup. 

^ pofe all attenipt^ made t6 inquire into his conduct » 

^* ot to relieve the nation f<-om the diftfefs \irhich 

^ has been entailed upon it by his adminiftration« 

^ Suppofe hinoi fcreened by a( corrupt majority of his 

^ creatures whdtii he retains in daily pay, or eri- 

** ^ages in his plarticular intcreft , by diftribiitihg 

** among them thofe poft^ aind places vl^hich 6ught 

** tiever to be beftowed upon any but for the good ~ 

^ of the puWic. Let him plume himfetf upon his 

* fcaindalous vidloty, becaufe he has dbtsrined a( 

* parliament tike a packed jury ready to acquit him 

* at all adventures. Let uS fappofe him domineering 
^ with infolence over all the men of ancient families, 

. ^ Over all the men of fenfe, figure or fortune in the 
^* natiort : as he had no virtue 6f bisourn, ridiculingj 
** it in others , and endeavouring to deftroy or cor- 
^ rupt it in all; With fiich aminifter, andfucha 
*• pairliament, let lis fyppofe a cafe i^hich 1 hope 
^ will never happen : a prince upon the thfone, 
• ^ iininformed , ignorant , and unacquainted witK 
^ the inclinations arid true intereft of his people, 
** weak, capricious V tranfported ^itfa unbounded 
•* ambition , aind poffeffed virith infatiable avarice. 
•* I hope fuch a cafe will never oectir; but, as it 
^ poflTibly may, could any greater ' Cuife happen 
. ^ to a nation, than fuch ai prince on the throne^ 
^ klvifedy and tokfy advifed, by fuch si minifier^ 
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^ and that niinifter fupported by fucti a parliatrierit. tU kf. 

^ The nature of mankind Cannot be altered by v. 

" human laws : the exiftence of fuch a pritfce or 

** fuch a minifter we cannot pfevent by adl of 

** parliament ; bi|t the exiftence of fuch a parli^- 

^ ment 1 think We may prevent; as it is much 

^ more likely t6 exift , arid maydb more mifchief 

^* while the fepterinial Jaw remains in fotce , than if 

** it were repealed: therefore, I am heartily fot its 

** being repealed. " Notwithftandirig the rtloft ; 

"Warm , the moft nervous , the mod pathetic re- 

ttioiiftrances in favor of the motion, the cjuedibn was 

|}UC, arid it was fuppreffed by rtiere dint ol numbed. 

§ XVI. Thetriumphof the riiiniftry was ftill more iin^fi^ 
complete in the fuccefs of a meffage delivered from 
the crown iri the latter end of the feilion^ when ^ 
great many members of the other party bad rctifed 
to their fefpedive habitations in the country. Sir 
Robert Walpole delivered this commiffion to the 
Houfe , importing, that bis Majefty might be enab- 
led to augment his forces, if occafiori (hould reqiTire 
fuch an augmentation, between the diflolution 6f this 
parliament and the elediori of another. Such an imi. 
portant point , that was (aid to ftrike at the founda- 
tion of our liberties, was not tamefy yielded ; buft 
on the contrary , coritefted with rincommOri ardoif. 
The motion for taking the meffage into confidc- 
ration was carried in the affirmative; add aft addreCs 
prefented to the ICing fignifying their compliance 
with his defire. In confequence of a fubfeqiietit 
tneflage, they prepared and paffcd a bill, ena- 
bling his Majefty to fettla an annuity of five thouland 
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BOOK pounds for life on the Princefs Royal , as a mark 
u. of his paternal faVor and affedlion. 
1734* J XVII. The oppofitiort in the Houfe of Peers 

kept pace with that in the floufe of Commons, and 
\v:as fupportcd with equal abilities , under the aufpi^ 
ce$ of the Lords Bathurft and Carteret, the Earls of 
Chcfterfield and Abingdon. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough made a motion for a bill to regulate the army , 
equivalent to that which had been rejedcd in the 
Lower Houfe; and it met with the fame fate after at 
warm difpute. Then Lord Carteret moved for an 
addrefs to the King, thit he would be gracioufly 
pleafed to acquaint the Houfe whoadvifed his majefty 
to remove the Duke of Bolton and Lord Vifcount 
Cobham from their refpedive regiments ; and what 
crimes were laid to their charge. This propofal was 
likewife rejeded, at the end of a debate in which the 
Duke of Argyle observed, that two lords had been 
removed , but only one foldier loft his commiffion. 
Such a great majority of the ScottiCh reprefentativcs 
had always voted for the miniftry fincethcacceffion 
of the late Kin^; and fo many of tfiefe enjoyed places 
and preferments In the gift of the crown , that feveral 
attempts were made by the lords in the oppofition , 
to prevent for the future the minifterial influence from 
extending itfelf to the eledions of North- Britain. Ac- 
cordingly , two motions for this purpofe were made 
by the Earl of Marchmoht and the Duke of Bedford ; 
and fufkained By the Earls of Chefterfield, Win- 
chelfea, and Stair ^ Lords Willoughby de Broke, 
Bathurft, and Carteret. They were oppafed by 
the Dukes of Newcaftle and Argyle , the Earl of 

Cholmondely^ 
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Cbolmondely, Earl Paulet , Lord Hervey, now CH4f. 
called up by writ to the HoufeofPecrs, and Lord V. 
Talbot. The queftion being put on both, they were *^^** 
of courfe defeated; and the Earl of Stair was deprived 
of his regiment of dragoons, after having performed 
the mo{l fignal fervicesto the royal family, andex- 
haufted his fortune in fupporting the interefts and 
dignity of the crown. Strenuous protefts were en- 
tered againft the decifion of the majority concerning 
the King's meffage demanding a power to augment 
his forces during the recefs of parliament; as alfo againft 
a bill for enabling his Majefty to apply the fum of 
one million two hundred thoufand pounds out of the 
finjcing-fund, for the fervicc of the current year. The 
bufinefs of the fcffion being difpatched, the King 
repaire<l to the Houfe of Lord$ on the fixteenth day 
of April , and having pafled all the bills that were 
ready for the royal afTent , took leave of this parlia« 
.ment, with the warmeft acknowledgment of theit 
zeal, duty , and afiFedion. It was at firft prorogued, 
then diffolvcd, and another convoked by the fame 
proclamation. On the fourteenth day of March, 
the nuptials of the Prince of Orange and the Princcfe 
Royal were folemnized with great magnific^ce; 
and this match was attended with addrefles of congra- 
tulation to his Majefty from different parts of the 
kingdom. 

$ XVIIL The powers at war upon the continent 
a&ed with furpriflng vigor. The Ruffian and 
Saxon army inverted the city of Dantzick , in hopes * 

off fecuring the perfon of King Staniflaus. The 
tQwn was ftrong, the garrifon numerous, and, 

VoL.lL D 
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BOOK animated by the examples of the French and Poles ^ 
II. made a very obftinate defence. For feme time they 
1734- were fupplied by fea with recruits , arms , and 
ammunition. On the eleventh day of IVlay a re-ea- 
lorcement of tifteen hundred men was landed firom 
two French (hips of war and fome tranfpprts , 
under Fort Wechfelmunde, which was fo much in 
want of proviGons, that they were not admitted: 
they, therefore, re-embarked, and failed back to 
Copenhagen* But afterwards a larger number were 
landed m the fame place , and attacked the Rufliaa 
intrenchments, in order to force their way into 
the city. They were repulfed m this attempt, 
but retired in good order. At length the Ruffian 
fleet arrived , under the command of Admiral 
Gordon ; and npW the fiege was carried on with 
great fury. Fort Wechfelmunde was furrendered : 
the French troops capitulated , and were embarked 
in the RufTian Chips, to be conveyed to fome port 
in the Baltick. Staniflaus efcaped in the difguife 
of a peafant to Marienwerder in the Pruflian territo« 
ties. The city of Dantzick fabmittfed to the dominion 
of Auguftus III. King of Poland , and was obliged 
Co defray the expenfe of the waf to the Ruffian 
<^eneral Count de Munick* who had affuroed the 
t:ommand after the fiege was begun. The Polifh 
lords at Danzick figned an adl of fubmiflion to King 
Auguftus , who , on the tenth day of July , arrived 
at the convent of Oliva. There a council was held in 
his prefence. The recufant noblemen took the oath 
which he propofcd. Then a general amnefty was pro- 
claimed; and the King fet on ton his return toDrefdcn. 
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5 XIX. On the Rhine the French arms bore down c H 4 P. 
all refiftance. The Count de Belleifle befieged and T. 
took Traerbach. The Duke of Berwick , at the »734. 
head of fixty thoufand men, inverted Philipfburgh^ 
while Prince Eugene was obliged to remain on the 
defenfive , in the ftrong camp at Heilbron , waiting 
for the troops of the empire. On the twelfth day 
of June, the Duke of Berwick, in vifiting the 
trenche'5 , was killed by a cannon - ball , and the com- 
mand devolved upon the Marquis d'Asfeldt, who 
tarried on the operations of the fiege with equal 
vigor and capacity. Prince Eugene being joined 
by the diflFercnt re - enforcements he expeded^ 
marched towards the French lines; but found them 
fo (Irong, that he would not hazard an attack ; and 
fuch precautions taken, that with all his military 
talents he could not relieve the befieged. At length 
General Watgenau, the governor, capitulated, after 
having made a noble defence , and obtained the moft 
honorable conditions. Prince Eugene retired to 
Heidelberg; and the campaign ended about the 
beginning of Odober. The Imperial arms were 
not more fuccefsful in ftaly. The Infant Don Carlos 
had received fo many invitations from the Neapoli- 
tan nobility , that he refolved to take pofifeflion of 
thiat kingdom. He began his march in February, 
at the head of theSpaniCh forces: publiflied a mani* 
fefto, declaring he was fent by his father to relieve 
the kingdom of Naples from, the opprelfion under 
which it groaned ; and entered the capital amidft 
the acclamations of the people ; while the Count 
de Vifconti , the German vicerpy , finding himfelf 
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BOOK u^^^I^ ^o c^P^ ^i^h ^'^c invaders , thought proper 
II. to retire, after having thrown fuccours into Gacta 
^7i4* and Capua. When h^ arrived at Noccra , he began 
Co aflemble the militia , with intent to form a 
camp at Barletta. The Count de Montemar 
inarched with a body offerees againft this general » 
and obtained over him a complete vidory at 
Bitonto in Apuglia, on the twenty -fifth of May, 
when the Imperialifts were entirely routed , and a 
great number of principal officers taken prifoners. 
Don Carlos being proclaimed, and acknowledged 
King of Naples , created the Count de Montemar 
Duke of Bitonto; reduced Gaeta, and all other parts 
of the kingdom which were garrifoned with 
Imperial troops ; and refotved to fubdue the ifland 
of Sicily. About twenty thoufand troops being 
deftined for this expedition were landed in the road 
of Solanto in Auguft, under the command of the 
new Duke of Bitonto , who being favored by 
the natives , proceeded in his conquefts with great 
rapidity. The people acknowledged Don Carlof as 
their fovereign, and took arms in fupport of his 
government ; fo that> the Imperial troops were 
driven before them , and the Spaniards poffefled the 
whole kingdom, except Medina, Syracufe, and 
Trepani , when the In£int determined to vifit the 
ifland in perfon. 

5 XX. While Don Carlos was thus employed 
in the conqueft of Naples and Sicily, the Imperialifts 
^ere hard prelTod in Lombardy by the united forces 
of France and Piedmont, commanded by the King of 
Sardinia and the old Marefchal Duke de Villars. 
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In tlie montli of January thiey undertook the liege c H 4 P» 
of Tortona , which they reduced ; while the troops v* 
of the Emperor began to pour in great numbers into *?*♦• 
the Mantuan. In the beginning of May , Count 
Merci , who commanded them , paffed the Po tnf the 
face of the allies, notwithftanding all the (kill of 
Villars , obliged him to retreat from the banks of 
that river, and took the caftle of Colorno. The 
old French general being taken ill, quitted the army, 
and retired to Turin , where in a little time he died; 
and the King of Sardinia retiring to the fame place, 
the commandof the allied forces devolved upon the 
Marefchal de Coigny. The confederates were ported 
at Sanguina , and the Imperialifts at Sorbola, when 
the Count de Merci made a motion to San Profpero, 
as if he intended either to attack the enemy , or 
take pofleflion of Parma. The Marefchal de Coignjr 
forthwith made a difpofition for an engagement ; and, 
on the twenty-ninth day of June, the Imperial gene* 
ral having pafled Parma, began the attack with 
great impetuofity. He charged in perfon at the 
bead of bis troops , and was killed foon after the 
battle began. Neverthelefs, the Prince of Wirtemberg 
aflumirig the command, both armies fought with 
great obftinacy, from eleven in the forenoon till four 
in the afternoon , when the Imperialifts retired 
towards Monte Cirugalo, leaving five thoufand men 
dead on the field of battle , and among thefe many 
officers of diftindtion. The lols of the allies was 
very confidcrable , and they reaped no folid fruits 
from their vidlory. 
I XXL The Imperial forces retreated toReggio> 
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BOOK and from tbence fnoved to the plains of Carp!, on 
II. the right of the Seccbia , where they received foojc 
«7I4. re-enforcenaents : then General Count Konigfegg 
arriving in the camp , took upon himfelf the 
command of the army. Ijis fird (lep was to take 
poft at Quingentolo , by which motion he fecured 
IVlirandola , that was threatened with a fiege. On 
the fifteenth of February tie forded the river Secchia, 
and furprifed the quarters of IVlarefchal de Broglio, 
vrho efcaped in his fhirt with great difficulty. The 
French retired with fucb precipitation, that they left 
all their baggage behind , and above two thoufand 
were taken prifoners. They pofted themfel vcs under 
Guaftalla, where, on the nineteenth day of the months 
they were vigoroufly attacked by the Imperiali(b« 
and a general engagement enfued. Konigfegg made 
feveral dcfperate efforts to break the French cavalry, 
upon which, however, he could make no impreffion^ 
Th© infantry on both fides fought with uncommon 
ardor for fix hours, and the field was covered with 
carnage. At length the Imperial general retreated to 
Lazara , after having loll above five thoufand men, 
including the Prince of Wirtemberg , the Geiierals 
Valpareze and Colminero, with many other officers 
of diftindion : nor was the damage fuftained by the 
French greatly inferior to that of the Germans, who 
repaired the Po , and took pod on the Banks of the 
Oglio. The allies ctoffcd the fame river, and the 
Marquis de Maillebois was fent with a detachment 
to attack Mirandola ; but tlf e Imperialifts marching 
to the relief of the place, compelled him to abandon 
the enterprife : then he rejoined hi3 army , which 



Digitized by Google 



G E O R G E 1 1. 39 

Retired under the walls of Cremona ^ to wait for c u A F. 
fuccours from Don Carlos. So little refpedl did the V, 
French court pay to the Britiih nation, at this *'^*' 
jundkure , that in the month of November an cdi<£k ^ 
was publiQied in Paris « commanding all the Britiih 
fubjeds in France , who were not a<Aually in 
employment, from the age of eighteen to fifty, 
Co quit the kingdom in fifteen days, or inlift in 
fome of the Irifh regiments, on pain of being 
treated as vagabonds , and fent to the gallies. This 
edicfl was executed with the utmoft rigor. The prifons 
of f^aris were crowded with the fubjeds of Great*' 
Britain, who were furprifed and cut oflf from all 
communication with their friends, and muft have 
perilfaed by cold and hunger , had not they been 
relieved by the adive charity of the Janfentfts. The 
Earl of Waidegrave, who then refided at Paris as 
ambafTador from the King of Great-Britain, made 
fuch vigorous remonflrances to the French miniftry, 
upon this unheard-6f outrage a^ainft a nation with 
which they had been fo long in alliance , that they 
thought proper to fet the prifoners at liberty , and 
publiQ) another edid, by which the meaning of 
the former was explained away. 

$ XXII. While tbefe tranfadions occurred on the 
continent, the King of Great-Britain augmented 
his land-forces; an^ warm contefts were maintained 
through the whole united )cingdom in eleding 
reprefentatives for the new parliament. But in 
all thcfe ftruggles the minifterial power pre- 
dominated; and the new members appeared with the 
old complexion. The two Hovifes affembledon the 
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BOOR fourteenth day of January, and Mr. Onflow was 
IL ^ re^elcdod Speaker. The leaders of both parties in 
1714. all debates were the felf-faoie perfons who bad con- 
duced thofe of the former parliament ; and the fame 
neafures were purfued in the fame manner. The 
Kingpin his fpeech at the opening of the feflion , 
gave them to underftand , that he had concerted 
v^ith the States-General of the United Provinces 
fiich meafures as were thought moft advifable for 
their common fafety , and for reftoyng the peace 
of Europe: that they had confidered on one fi<^e the 
preffing applications made by the Imperial court 
both in England and Holland, for obtaining fuccours 
againft the powers at war with the houfe of Auftria ; 
and on the other fide , the repeated profeflions made 
by the allies, of their fincere difpofition to put an 
end to the prefent troubles upon honorable and 
folid terms : that he and the States-General had 
concurred in a refolution to employ their joint and 
carneft inftances to bring naatters to a fpeedy and 
happy accomteodation ; that their good offices were 
at length accepted; and in a fhort time a plan 
would be offered to the confideration of all parties 
engaged in the war , as a bafis for a general ne- 
gociation of peace. He told them he had ufed the 
power vefted in him by the laft parliament with 
great moderation ; and concluded a treaty with the 
crown of Denmark of great importance in the prefent 
conjundlure. He obTerved, that whilft many of the 
principal powers of Europe were adually fengaged 
in a war , Great-Britain muft be more or lefs affcdled 
with the confcquenccs; and as the beft concerted 
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meafures are liable to uncertainty, the nation ought c H A F. 
to be prepared againft all events. He, therefore, v. 
exprcffed his hope , that his good fubjeds would «?3^* 
not repine at ' the neceffary means of procuring 
the bleflings of peace and univerfal tranquillity, 
or of putting hind in a condition to adt that part 
v^hich it might be neceffary and incumbent upoa 
him to take. The addrefs of thanks produced a 
difpute as ufual , which ended with an acquiefcence 
in the motion. The Houfe, in a grand committee^ 
on the fupply, refolved, That thirty thoufand 
feamen (hould be employed for the fervice of the 
enfuing year; and that the land-forces Ihould be 
augmented to the number of twenty-five thoufand 
feven hundred and forty-four eflfedive men. But 
thefe refolutions were not taken without difpute 
and divifion. The miniftcr's opponents not only 
reproduced all the reafons which had been formerly 
advanced againft a ftandtng army, but they oppofed 
this augmentation with extraordinary ardor, as a 
huge flride towards the eftabliihment of arbitrary 
power. They refuted thofe fears of external broils 
on which the miniftry pretended to ground the 
neceflSty of fuch an augmentation : and they expofed 
the weak condud of the adminiftration , in having ^ 

contributed to deftroy the balance of power, by 
aflifting Spain againft the Emperor in Italy , fo as 
to aggrandize the Houfe of Bourbon, 

$ XXIII. Sir William Wyndham moved , that the 
cftimate of the navy for ^he enfuing year might be 
referred to a feled committee. He expreffed his fur* 
prife , that notwithftanding the vaft fums which 
bad been yearly raifed, and the long continuance ' 
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6 O p K of the peace , the people had not been quite delivered 
II. of any one tax incurred in the preceding war. He 
•^4. faid , he could not comprehend how it was poflfible 
to find pretences fortxpofing the nation tofuches^* 
orbitant charges ; and he rook notice of fome uncon. 
fcionabie article.^ in the accounts of the navy-debt that 
lay upon the table. He wasfeconded by Mr. Sandys, 
and fupported by Sir Jofeph Jekylland Mr. Pulte- 
ney: but after fome debate the motion was carried 
in the negative. When the new treaty with Denmark 
fell under confideration in a grand committee » Mr. 
H. Walpole moved , that the fum of fifty-fix tboufand 
two hundred and fifty pounds fhould be granted to 
his Majefty, as afubfidyto the Dane, purfuantto 
the faid treaty , for tbefervrce of the enfuing year. 
The demand did not meet with immediate compli- 
ance. All the leaders in the 0|>pofition exclaimed 
Sgainftthe fubfidy as unneceffary and unreafonable. 
They obferved , that as the i$ngli(h bad no particular 
interefb of their own for inducing them to engage in 
theprefent war, but only the danger to which the 
balance of power might be expofed by that event; 
and as all the powers of Europe were as much , if not 
more^ interefled than the Englifb in the prefervation 
of that balance , fliould it ever be really endangered « 
they would ceruinly engage in its defence, without 
receiving any valuable confideration from Great 
Britain^ ; but , fliould the Englifh be always the firfl 
to take the alarm upon any rupture, and o£fer bribes 
and penfions to all the princes in Europe , the whole 
charge of preserving that balance would fall upon 
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Grcat-Britain : every ftate would expect a gratifica- q h a P. 
tionfrom her, fordoing that which it wouki other- y^ 
wife be obliged to do for its own prefervation : even 1734. 
the Dutch might at laft refufe to afljft in trimming 
this balance , unlefs Britain rtiould fubmit to make 
the Grand Penfionary of Holland a penfionary of Eng- 
land, and take a number of their forces intoEnglifh 
pay. The debate having had its free courfe , the 
queftion wasput, and the motion approved by the 
majority. The miniftry allowed a bill to be brought 
in for limiting the number of' officers in the Houfe of 
Commons : but at the fecond reading it was rejeded 
upon a divifion, after a learned debate, in wliich it 
appeared that the oppofition had gained a valuable 
auxiliary in the perfonof Lord Polwarth , fon to the 
Earl of Marchmont, a nobleman of elegant parts, 
keen penetration , and uncommon vivacity , who 
fpoke with all the fluency and fervor of elocution* 
§ XXIV. The minority in the Houfe of Lords 
were not lefs vigilant and refolutc in detedting and 
oppofing every meafure which they thought would 
redound to the prejudice of their country. But the 
moft remarkable objed that employed their attention 
during this feflion was a very extraordinary petition, 
fubfcribed by the Dukes of Hamilton , Queenfberry , 
and Montrofe, the Earls of Dundonald, Marchmont, 
and Stair , reprefenting , that undue influence had been 
ufed for carrying on the eledion of the fixteen peers 
for Scotland. .The Puke of Bedford, who delivered 
their petition to the Houfe , propofed a day for taking 
it into conrideration ; and to this tijey agreed. It « 
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i O O K was afterwards moved , that the confideration of it 
II. ibould be adjourned to a ftjort day , bctor^ which the 
2734. petitioners flhould be ordered to declare whether 
they intended toconirovert thelaftelcdionofall the 
fixteen peers, or the eledion of any , and which of 
them. J his affair was of fuch an unprecedented 
nature, that the Houfc feeracd ,to be divided in 
opinion about the manner in which they ought to 
proceed. The partifans of the miniftry Would have 
willingly flifled the inquiry in the beginning; but 
the petitioners were foftrcnuoufly fupported in their 
claim to fome notice, by the Earls of Chefterfield , 
Abingdon, and Stafford, the Lords Bathurft and 
Carteret, that they could not difmifs it at once with 
any regard to decorum. I he order of the Houfe , 
according to the motion explained above, being 
communicated by the Lord Chancellor to the petition- 
ers , they waited on him with a declaration , import* 
ing, that they did not intend to controvert the elec- 
tion or return of the fixteen peers for Scotland ; but 
they thought it their duty to lay before their lord- 
ihips the evidence of fuch facfls and undue methods 
as appeared to them to be dangerous to the conftitu- 
tion ; and might in future elections equally affed the 
right of theprefent fixteen peers, as that of the other 
peers of Scotland, if not prevented by a proper re- 
medy. Thisdeclarationbeingrepeated to the Houfe, 
the Duke of Devonfbire made a motion, that the peti. 
tioners might be ordered to lay before the Houfe in 
writing inllances of thofe undue methods and illegal 
pradices upoQ which they intended to proceed, 
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and the names of the perfons they fufpefted to be C H A F, 
goiky. He was warmly oppofed by the country- V. 
party, and a long debate enfued, after which the '^^*' 
queftion was carried in favor of the motion, and 
the order fignified to the petitioners. Next day 
their anfwer was read to the Houfe to thiseflFed: 
That as they had no intention to ftate themfelves 
accufers, they could not take upon them to name 
particular perfons who might have been concerned 
in thofe illegal pradices ; but who they were would 
undoubtedly appear to their lordfhips upon theit 
taking the proper examinations : neverthelefs , they 
did humbly acquaint their lordfhips, that the peti* 
tion was laid before them upon information that the 
lift of the fix teen peers for Scotland had been framed 
previous to the eledlion , by perfons in high truft 
under the crown : that this lift was fliown to peers , 
as a lift approved by the crown ; and was called the 
King's lift, from which there was to be no variation 
unlefs to make way for one or two particular peers, 
pa condition they fhould conform to meafures : that 
peers were folicited to vote for this lift, without 
the liberty of making any alteration : that endeavpurs 
were ufed to engage peers to vote for this lift by 
promifeof penfions, and offices civil and military 
to themfelves and relations , as well as by offers of 
money: that fums were given for this purpofc: 
that penfions, offices, and releafes of debts owing 
to the crowjci were adually granted to peers who 
concurred in voting for this lift, and to their rela- 
tions: that on the day of eledion a battalion of his 
Majefty's troops was drawn up in the abbey-court 
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BOOK of Edinbtfrgh, contrary tocuftom , and Mritliout 
ii. any apparentcaufebnt that ofoverav^ingtbeeledorfi* 
This anfwer gave rifetd another violent difpute; 
but the majority voted it unfatisfadory , and the 
petition was rejeded y though the refolution was 
clogged with a vigorous profeeft. ^ 

An. 17^. $ XXV, Notwithftanding this difcouragemcnt , 
the Earl of Abingdon moved. That ahhough the 
petition was difmifled, an inquiry might be feton 
foot touching an affair of fuch confequence to tb? 
liberties of the kingdom. The Earl of Ilay declaring 
his belief, that iio fuch illegal methods had been 
pradifed , the other produced a pamphlet, entitled. 
The proteflsofa great number of noble lords, entered 
by them at the laft eledion of peers fof Scotland. 
Exceptions being taken to a pamphlet , as an objed 
unworthy of their notice , Lord Bathurft exhibited 
' an authentic copy of thofe protefts , cxtraded from 
the journal of that eledion , figned by the two prin- 
cipal clerks, and witneffed by two gentlemen then 
attending in the lobby. Thefe were accordingly 
read, and plainly denaooArated the truth of the al- 
legations contained in the petition. Nothing could 
be more fcandalous, arrogant, and fbamefuily flagrant 
than the condudand deportment of thofe wboaded 
the part of underftrappers to the miniftry on this oc- 
cafion. But all this demonftration , adorned and 
enforced by the charms and energy of eloquence, 
was like preaching in a defert. A motion was, 
made for adjourning, and carried in the affirma- 
tive: a proteft was entered, and the whole affait 
configned to oblivion. Divers other motions 
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•were madefucceflS vcly by the lords in the oppofitiod, C H it p. 
and rejected by the invincible power of a majorit)^ y. 
The uninterrupted fuccefs of the miniftry did not , 17^5. 
however , prevent them form renewing the ftruggle 
as often as an opportunity offei'ed. They difputed 
the continuation of the falt-tax , and bifl ft>r enabling 
the King to apply the fum of one million outofthe 
finking fund for the fervice of the currentyear, though 
fuccefs did not attend their endeavours. They fup- 
ported with all their might a bill fent up from the 
Commons, explaining and amending an adt of the 
Scottish parliament , for preventing wronguous im« 
prifonment, and agamft un^iue delays in trials. This 
was all the natives of Scotland had in lieu of the 
Habeas-Corpus-act ; though it did not fcreen them 
from oppreflion. Yet the Earl of Hay undertook 
to prove they were on a footing with their neigh hours 
of England in this refpedl ; and thejbill was thrown 
out on a divifion. The feffion was clofed on the 
fifteenth of May , when the King , in his fpeechto 
both Houfe^ declared, that the plan of pacification 
concerted between him and the States-General had 
not produced the defired eflfed. He thanked the 
Commons for the fupplies they had granted with 
fuch chearftilnefs and difpatch. He fignified his in- 
tention to vifit his German dominions ; and told 
them he fbould cbnftitute the Qiieen regent of the 
realm in his abfence. Immediately aft^ the proroga* 
tion his Majefty embarked for Holland , in his way 
to Hanover. 

5 XXVL By this time the good underftanding 
between the courts of Madrid and Lilboa was 
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BOOK deftl'oyed by a remarkable incident. The Porta- 
II. guefe ambaOador at Madrid having allowed his 
1735. fcrvants to refcue a criminal from the officers of 
juftice, all the fervants concerned in that refcue were 
dragged from his houfe to prifon , by the Spanilh 
King'sordcf, with circumftances of rigor and difgrace. 
His Portuguefe Majefty being informed of this 
outrage, ordered reprifals to be made upon the fer- 
vants of the SpaniO) arobaffador in Lifbon. The two 
minifters withdrew abruptly to their refpedive 
courts. The two monarchsexpreffcd their mutual 
refeptment The King of Spain aOembled a body of 
troops on the frontiers of Portugal ; and hisPortu- 
guefe Majefty had rccourfe to the alfiftance of King 
George. Don Marcos Antonio d'AIezeveda was 
difpatched to London , with the charadler^f envoy 
extraordinary; and fucceededin hiscommiffion ac- 
cording to his wifl). In a little time after the King s 
departure from England, Sir John Norris failed from 
Spithead with a powerful ftjuadron , in order to 
proted the Portuguefe againft the Spaniards ; and 
on the ninth day of June arrived at Liflbon , where 
he was welcomed as a deliverer. Mr. Keene, the 
Britilh envoy at the court of Spain , had communi- 
cated to his Catholic Majefty the refoktion of his 
'mafter to fend a powerful fquadron to Lifbon, 
wh orders to guard that coaft from infults, and 
fecure the Brazil-fleet, in which the merchants of 
Great-Britain were deeply interefted Don Jofeph 
Fatinho , minifter of his Catholic Majefty , deliver- 
ed a memorial to Mr. Keene , reprefenting , that 
fuch an expedition would affed the commerce of 
* Spain^ 
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Spain , by intimidating foreign merchants from em« C H A f • 
barking their merchandife in theflota. But, in all v. 
probability, it prevented a rupture between the *'**' 
two crowns , and difpofed the King of Spain to 
liden to terms of accommodation. 

S XXVII. The powers in alliance againft the 
HoufeofAuftria having rejedted apian of pacification 
concerted by the King of Great-Britain and the States- 
General, Mr. Walpole, ambaflador at the Hague, 
prefehted a memorial to their high mightinefles > 
defiring they would, without lofs of time, put 
themfelves in a pofture of defence , by an aug- 
mentation of their forces at fea and land , that they 
might takefuch vigorous (leps in concert with Great* 
Britain , as the future conjundture of affairs 
might require. But before they would fubjedt 
thcmrdvesto fucb expenfe, they refolved to make 
further trial of their influence with the powers in 
alliance againd the Emperor; and conferences were 
renewed with the minifters of thofe allies. The af- 
fairs of Poland became more and more unfavorable 
to the intereft of Staniflaus ; for though a great 
number of the Polifh nobility engaged io a confede- 
racy to fupport his claim, and made repeated efforts 
in his behalf, the Palatine of Kiow fubmitted to 
Augudus; and even his brother the primate, after 
having fuftained a long imprifonment; and many 
extraordinary hardlhips, was obliged to acknow- 
ledge that prince his fovereign. In Italy the 
arms of the allies ftill continued to profper. Don 
Carlos landed in Sicily / and reduced the whole 
Vol. IV. E 
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I O K ifland , almoft without oppofition ; while the Iiti- 
II. perialifts were forced to abandon alt the territories 
^»»^« they poffefled in Italy , except the Mantuan. The 
Emperor being equally un«ble to cope with the 
French armies on the Rhine, implored fuccours of 
the Czarina , who fent thirty thoufanjd men to his 
afliftance. This vigorous interpofition , and the 
fuccefs of Auguftus in Poland , difpofed the court 
ofVerfaiUes to a pacification. Afecret negociation 
was begun between France and the Houfe oi Auftria ; 
and the preliminaries were figncd without the con- 
currence or knowledge of Spain, Sardinia, and the 
maritime powers. In thefc articles it was ftipulated , 
that France fhould reftore all the conquefts fhe had 
^inade in Germany : That the reverfion of the duke- 
dom of Tufcany fliould be vefted in the Duke of 
Lorraine: That Lorraine ihould be allotted to King 
Staniflaus ; anti after hrs death be united to the crown 
of France: That the Emperor fliould poffefs the 
IVIilanefe, the Mantuan , and Parma: ThattheKing 
of Sardinia fliould enjoy Vigevano and Novara : 
That Don Carlos fliould be acknowledged King of 
Naples and Sicily, and retain the ifland of Elba with 
all the Spanifli territories on the coaft bf Tufcany ; 
and that France fliould guarantee the pragmatic 
fan Aion. 

§ XXVIII. The King of Great-Britain returned 
from Hanover to England in themonth of November; 
and on the fifteenth day of January opened the fef. 
fion of parliament. On this occafion he congratulated 
them on the near profped of a general peace in 
Europe , ia confequence of the prelimin^ articles 
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in whiqh the Emperor and. the King of France had c H A F. 
agreed : and of which he had exprefled bisapproba- v. 
tion, as they did not differ in any effential point '73f. 
from the plan of pacification which he and the States- 
General had offered to the belligerent powers. He 
told them chat he had already ordered a condderable 
redudioPto be made in his forces both by fea and 
laird; but at the fame time obferved it would be ne« 
ceCfary to continue fome extraordinary expenfe, 
until a more perfeift reconciliatioiv Qiould be eftablilh- 
ed among the feveral powers of Europe. An ad« 
drefs of thanks was unanimouHy voted , prefented , 
andgracioufly received. After the Houfe had receiv- 
ed feveral petitions from different counties and gentle- 
men, complaining of undue influence in eledlions 
' for members of parliament 4 it proceeded to confider 
of the fupply , and Sir Charles Wager moving that 
fifteen thoufand feamen Ihould be employed for the 
fervice of the cnfuing year-, the propofal was ap- 
proved without oppofition. But this was not the 
cafe with a motion made by Mr. Pulteney, ^ That 
•* the ordinary eftimate of the navy Ihould be referred 
^ to a feled committee. " The miniftry difcouraged 
all fuch prying meafures : a debate was produced, the 
houfe divided , and the motion was rejeded. Such 
was the fate of a motion for railing the fupplies 
within the year , made by Mr. Sandys , and fup- 
ported by Sir John Barnard, Mr. Willimot, and 
other patriots who demonftrated , that this was 
a fpeedy and pradicable expedient for difcharging 
the national debt, lowering theintercft of moneys 
reducing the price of labor, and encouraging a 
fpirit of commerce. £ a 
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; 10 0k S XXiX. The bill for limiting the number of officers 

' II. in the Houfe of Commons was again revived. The 

King was empowered to borrow fix hundred thou- 
\, fand pounds, chargeable t)n the finking fund, for 

J tbeferviceof the enfuing year, though this power wa»^ 

DOt eafily granted ; and the Houfe refolved to lay a 
duty of twenty (hillings per gallon on all fpirituous 
liquors, after it had appeared to the com mittee appoint- 
f cdforthat purpofe that thofe fpjrits were pernicious 
to the health and morals of the people. To this rcfolu- 
tionwas added another, which amounted to a total 
prohibition, namely, that fifty pounds (bould be 
yearly paid to his Majefty for a licence to be annual* 
ly taken out by every perfon who ihould vend , 
barter , or utter any fuch fpirituous liquors. Mr. 
Walter Plumer , in a well concerted fpeech , moved 
for the repeal of fome claufes in the teft-adl : thefe he 
reprefented as a fpecies of perfecution , in which 
proteftant diffenters were confounded with the 
Roman catholics and enemies to the eftablifbment* 
He was fijftained by Lord Polwarth and Mr. He^th- 
cote; but Sir Robert Walpole was joined by Mr. 
Shippen againft the motion as dangerous to the 
eftablrflied church : and the queftion being put , it 
¥^as carried in the negative. When Sir Jofeph Jekyl 
4)iTi78«« prefented to the Houfe ^ according to order, a bill 
founded on the refolutions they had taken againft fpi^ 
f ituous liquors. Sir Robert Walpole acquainted them, 
by bis Majefty's command, that as the alterations 
propofed to be made by that bill in the duties charged 
|i^ upon all fpirituous liquors might in a great degree 

afie<^ fome part of the ciyil • lift • revenues^ hii 
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tVTajcfty, for the fake of remedy ing fo great an evil c R 4 K 
as was intended by that bill co be prevented , did con- ▼. 
fcnt to accept any other revenue of equal value , to *^*^ 
be fettled and appropriated in lieu of his interefl; ia 
the faid duties. The bill was read a fecond time, and 
configned to a committee of the whole Houfe; but 
that (or limiting the number of officers ^n the Houfe 
of Commons was thrown out at the fecond ri^ading. 
Petitions againft the bill touching the retail of 
fpirituous liquors were prefented by the traders to the 
BritiQi fugarv colonies, by the merchants of Briftol 
and Liverpool , reprefenting the hardfbips to which 
they would be expofed by a law which amounted 
to a^ prohibition of rum and (pirits diftilled from 
roelaflfes. In confequence of thefe remonftrances , a 
mitigating claufe was iaferted, in favor of the com* 
petition known by the liame of punch ; and diftillert 
were permitted tm cxercife any other eroploymenc 
The fum of feventy thoufand pounds was voted for 
making good the deiicieneie^ that might happen in 
the civil-lift by this bill, which atlength pafled through 
the Houfe, though not without reiterated difputes 
and warm altercation. Violent oppofitioa was hke« 
Vrife made to a bill for the relief of the people cal- 
led Quakers, who offered a petition, reprefenting , 
that though from motives of confcience they refufed 
the payment of tithes, church-rates, oblations, and 
ecclefiafticai dues , they were expofed to grievous 
bufferings by profecution in the Exchequer , eccle« 
fiaftical, and other courts, to the' imprifonment of 
their perfons^ and th^ ruin of them and their families^. 
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a O O K. A bill being prepared for their relief , was read and 
II. printed : then petitions were preferred agaipft it by 
^73^. the clergy of Middlefex , and of many other parts of 
the kingdom. Counfel was heard in behaJf of thefc 
petitioners , and'fevcral alterations prop(rfed in the 
bill , which after long repeated debates furmounted 
all oppofition , and was fent up to the lords. 

§ XXX. In the month of February the King had 
fent two members of the privy-council to the Prince 
of Wales, with a meffage, propofing a marriage 
between his royal highnefs and the Priocefs of Saxe- 
Gotha. 1 he propbfal being agreeable to the Prince t 
the marriage was celebrated on the twenty-feventh 
day of April. Upon this occafion IMr. Pulteney 
moved fo^ an addrefs of congratulation to bis 
IVIajefty, and was fupported by IVIr. George LytteK 
ton and Mr, William Pitt, who feized this oppor- 
tunity of pronouncing elegant panegyrics on the 
Prince of Wales and his amiable confort. Thefe 
two young members foon diftinguifhed themfelves 
in the Houfe by their eloquence and fuperior talents. 
The attention of the Houfe was afterwards converted 
to a bill for the preventing of fmuggling; and another 
for explaining the ad for the more elfedual preventing 
bribery and corruption in the eledlion of members to 
ferve in parliament. Both made their way through 
the Lower Houfe, and were fent up to the Lords 
for their concurrence. The number of land-forces 
voted for the fervice of the current year was reduced 
to feventeen thSufand feven hundred and four 
efiFediv^ men. The fupplies were railed by 
the malt-tax and land-tax , at two Ihillings in the 
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pound , additional duties on nvuna , cider, and perry , c H A fl 
ftaroped vellum , parchment , and paper; arid by art V. 
adl empowering hisMajefty to borrow fix hundred ^^^' 
thoufand pounds of the finking fund. In this feflioa 
the parliament repealed the old (latutes of England 
and Scotland againft conjuration y Avitchcraft , and 
dealing with evil Ijpirits. The Commons likewifc 
prepared a bill to reftrain the difpofition of lands ia 
mortmain, whereby they became unalienable. 
Againft this meafure petitions were prefcnted by the 
two univerfities, the colleges of Eton , Wincbefter, 
and Weftminfter, and divers hofpitaJs thatfubfifted 
by charitable donations. In favor of ihe univerfities ^ 
and colleges a particular exempting claufe was infer t- 
ed. Several other amendments were made in the bill, 
which pafSed through both Houfes, and obtained 
the royal afTent. Among'the ac^s pafifed in this feflion, 
was one for n^uralizing her Royal Higbnefs the 
Prrncefs of Wales ; and another for buiWirtg a bridge 
acrofs the Thames from New-Palace-yard , in the city 
of Weftminfter, to theoppofite Ihorein the count jr 
of Surreyi The points chiefly debated ivy the Houfe 
of Lords were the addrefs of thanks for his Majefty s 
fpecch , ihe Mortmain-bfH , the Quakers-bill, which 
was thrown out, and that for the prevention of 
fmuggling, whicbdidnotpafs without divifion aud 
protcft. On the twet>tieth day of May the King 
ciofed the fefllon witba fpeech , in which the toM 
both Houfes , that a further convention touching the 
execution of the preliminaries bad been made and 
communicated to hinv by the Emperor and Moft 
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1 o O K Ghriftian King : and that ncgociations were carrying 
ih on by the fevcral powers engaged in the Jate war, 
»yw» in order to fettle a general pacification. He expreffed 
great concern at feeing fuch feeds .of difTatisfadibn 
fown among His people : he proteftcd it was his defire , 
and fbould be his care , to prcferve the prefent con- 
fiitution in church and (late, as by law eftabliQied : 
he recommended harmony and mutual afiPedion 
among all proteftants of the nation , as the great fe« 
i:urity of that happy eftablifhment; and fignifiedhis 
intention to vifit his German dominions. According- 
ly, the parliament was no fooner prorogued than 
he fet out for Hanover, after having appointed the 
Queen regent in his abfence. 

$ XXXI. Such a degree of licentioofnefs prevailed 
over the whole nation , that the kingdom was filled 
with tumult and riots, which might have been pre* 
vented by proper regulations of the civil government 
in a due execution of the laws. The raoft remarkably 
of thefe difturbances happened at Edinburgh , on 
the feventh day of September. John Forteous , who 
commanded the guard paid by that city , a man of 
brutal difpofition and abandoned morals, had at 
the execution of a fmugglerteen provoked by fome 
infults from the populace to order his men, without 
ufing the previous formalities of the law , to fire with 
fliot among the crowd ; by which precipitate order 
feveral innocent perfons loft their lives. Porteous 
^ was tried for murder , convided , and received fen- 
tence of death ; but the Queen , as- guardian of the 
realm^ thought proper to indulge him with a reprieve. 
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The common people of Edinburgh refcnted this c^ kT. 
lenity (hown to a criminal wBo was theobjed of their v. 
deteftation. They remembered that*pardons had i7a«. 
been granted to divers military delinquents in that 
country, who had been condemned by legal triaL 
They feemcd to thitik thofe were encouragements 
tooppreffion : they were fired by a national jealoufyt 
they were Simulated by the relations and friends of 
thofe who had been murdered; and they rcfolvcd to 
wreak theirveng^ance on the author of that tragedy , 
by depriving him of life on the very day which 
the judges had Hxed for his execution. Thus deter* 
rained , they aflembled in different bodies , about tea 
o'clock at night. They blocked up the gates of the 
city , to prevent the admiffion of the troops that were 
quartered in the fuburbs. They furprifed and di& 
armed the town-guards: they broke open the prifon* 
doors , dragged Porteous from thence to the place 
of execution, and leaving him hanging by the neck 
on a dier's pole , quietly difperfed to their feveral 
habitations. This exploit >^as performed with fuch 
condud and deliberation as feemed to be the refult 
of a plan formed by feme perfons of confequence : it , 
therefore, became the objed of a very fevere 
inquiry. 

f !)DOCII. During this fummer a rupture happened 
between the Turks and the Ruffians , which laft 
reduced the city of Afoph on the Black^Sea^ and 
over-ran the greateft part of Crim-Tartary. The 
Czarina declared war againft the Ottoman Porte, 
becaufe the Tartars of the Crimea had made incur- 
iions upon her frontiers ; and ^rhen (he complained 
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BOOK of thefe difordcrsto the Vizier , flje received no fatis- 
II. fadlion : befides, a large body of Tartars had, by order 
1736. of thatminifter, marched through the Ruffian pro* 
vinces in defpite of the Emprefs, and committed 
^ terrible havoc in their route. The Emperor was 
obliged to engage as a party in this war , by a treaty 
ofFenfive and defenfive , which he had many years 
before concluded with the Czarina. Yet, before he 
declared himfelf, he joined the maritime powers ia 
offering his mediation to the Sultan, who was very 
well difpofed to peace; but the Czarina infifted 
upon her retaining Afoph, which her forces had 
reduced ; and this preliminary article being rejeded , 
as diihonorable to the Ottoman empire, the court 
of Vienna began to make preparations for war. By 
this time all the belligerent powers ia Italy had 
agreed to the preliminaries of peace concluded be- 
tween the Emperor and France. The Duke of Lor- 
raine hadefpoufed the Emperor's eldeft daughter, 
the Archduchefs Marii Thcrefa , and ceded Lorraine 
to France, even before he fuccecded to Tufcany. 
Don Carbs was crowned King of Sicily ; Staniflaus , 
abdicated the crown of Poland; and Auguftuswas 
univerfaHy acknowledged fovercign of that kingdom. 
The preliminaries v^ere approved and accepted by 
thcT diet of the empire: the KSng of Spain fent 
orders for his troops to evacuate Tufcahy; and 
the provinces in Italy yielded to the boufe of Auftria. 
Prince Eugene , who had managed the interefts of th^ 
Emperor on this occafion , did not live to fee the hap- 
py fruits of his negociation. He died at Vienna, in 
April, at the age of feventy-three, leaving behind 
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hirn the charafterof an invincible hero and confum- c H A P. 
mnte politician. He was not long furvived by v. 
Count Staremberg , another Innperial General , who >7i€- 
r:n>ked next to the prince in military reputation. 
About the fame time Great-Britain fuftained a 
national lofs in the death of Lord Chancellor Talbot , 
who , by his worth , probity , and acquired acconei* 
pllfhments, had dignified the great office to which " 
he had been raifed. He died univerfally lamented ^ 
in the month of February , at the age of fifty-two; 
and was fucceeded on the bench by Lord Hardwicke. 
§ XXXIIL The King being indifpofed in confe^ 
quencc of having been fatigued by a very tern* 
peduous pafiage from Holland, the parliament was 
prorogued from the twenty-firft day of January to 
the firft of February , and then the feffion was opened 
by commiffion. The Lord Chancellor, as one of 
the peers authorized by this commiffion, made a 
fpecch inhisMajefty's name to both Houfes. With ^ 
refped to foreign affairs, he told them that the 
refpedlive ads of ccffion being exchanged, and 
orders given for the evacuation and polfeffion 
of the feveral countries and' places by the powers 
concerned , according to the allotment and dif- 
pofition of the preliminary articles, the great work 
of re-eftabli(hing the general tranquillity was far ad* 
vanced : that, however, common prudence called up- 
on them to be very attentive to the final concHtfion of 
the new fettlenient. He faid his Majefty could not 
without furprife and concern obfcrve the many con* 
trivances and attempts carried , on in various fhapes , 
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BOOK and in different parts of the nation, tamultuoufly to 
II. refift and obftrud the execution of the laws, and to 
I7J6. violate the peace of the kingdom. He obfcrved , that 
the confideration of the height to which tbefe auda* 
cious pradices might rife^ if not timely fupprefled , af- 
forded a melancholy profpe<fl, and required particular 
attention , left they (hould affed private perfonsiti 
the quiet enjoyment of their property , as well as the 
general peace and good order of the whole. After 
the commons had agreed toanaddrefs, and beard 
counfel on fome' controverted elections , they 
proceeded to take the fupply into confideration. 
T hey voted ten thoufand men for the fea-fervice. , 
They continued for the land-fervicetbe fame num- 
ber they had maintained in times of tranquility, 
amounting to feventeen thoufand feven hundred 
and four ; but thismeafure was not adopted without 
< oppofition : the money was raifed bythe land and 
malt-taxes, reenforced with one million granted 
out of the fmkmg fund. 

$ XXXI V. Ihe chief fubjcA of contention that 
prefented itfelf in the courfe of jihis feflBo/i , was a 
motion which Mr. Pulteney made for an addrefs to 
hisMajefty , that he would be pleafed tafettleone 
hundred thoufand pounds a*year upon the Prince of 
Wales. He reprefented that fuch provifion was con- 
formable to the pradice of ancient times: that what 
he proppfed had been enjoyed by his prefent Majefty 
in the life-time of his fatj^er; and that a fettlement of 
this nature was reafonable and ncceffary to afcer- 
tain the independency of the apparent heir to 
the ctovin. 1 he motion was vigoroufly oppofed 
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by Sir Robert Walpolc, as an encroachment on the C M A ?• 
prerogative ; as an officious intermeddling in the v* 
iCing's family-affairs; and as^an effort to fet his Majcfty *^^^' 
and the Prince at variance. But a mifunderftanding^ 
it feems , had already happened in the rc^yal family. 
The minifler in the midft of his harangue told the 
Houfc, by his Majefty's command, that on the prece- 
ding day the King hadfenta meffage to the Prince 
by feveral noblemen of the firft quality, importing, 
that his Majefty had given order for fettling a jointure 
upon the Priocefs of Wales, fuitable to her high rank 
and dignity, which be would in a proper timely 
before parUailnent, in order to be rendered more cer- 
tain and effedual : that although his royal highnefs 
bad not thought fit, by any application to his Majcfty, • 

to defire that his allowance of fifty thoufand pounds 
might be rendered lefs precarious, the King. to 
prevent the bad confequences which he apprehended 
night follow from the undutiful meafures which lii« 
Majefty was informed the Prince had been advifed 
to pnrfue, would grant to his royal highnefs, for 
his Majefty's life , the faidf fifty thoufand pounds 
per annum , to beiflfued outof thecivilhft-revenues, 
over and above the prince's revenues ariling from 
the duchy of Cornwall , which his (Vlajefty thought 
a very competent allowance , confidering his 
own numerous ifTue, and the great expenfe which 
did and muft neceffarily attend an honorable pro- 
vifion for the whole royal family j that the Prince , 
by a verbal anfwer , defired their lordlfaips to lay 
bim with aH humility at his Majefty 6 feet: to 
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BOOK, affurc him that he did, and ever fhould retain the 
II*. utmoft duty for his royal perfon: that he was very 
m<. thankful f«r any inftance of his Majefty's goodnefs to 
him or to the Princcfs, and particularly for his Majef- 
ty's gracious intention of fettling a jointure upon her 
royal highnefs ; but , that as to the meffage , the af- 
fair was now out of bis hands , and , therefore , he 
could give no anfwer to it; that his royal highnef* 
afterwards ufed many dutiful expreffions towards his 
IVlajefty; adding, ^ Indeed, my lords, it is in other 
«* hands , and I am forry for it ; *' or words to that 
effed. Sir Robert Walpole then endeavoured to 
demonftrate , that the annual fum of fifty thousand 
pounds was as much as the King could afford to 
» , allow for the Prince's maintenance ; and he expatiate 

ed upon the bad confequences that might enfue, 
if the fon (hould be rendered altogether independent 
of the father. 

$ XXXV. Thefe fuggeftions did not pafs unan- 
fwered. Sir Robert Walpole had afferted, that the 
parliament had no right to interfere in the creation 
or maintenance of a Prince of Wales; and that in the 
cafe of Richard 11. who , upon the death of bts 
father the Black Prince, was created Prince of Wales, 
in confequence of an addrefs or petition from parlia« 
inent , that measure was in all probability direded by 
the King himfelf. In anfwer to this aflfertion it was 
obferved , that probably the King would not have 
been fo forward in creating his grandfon Prince of 
Wales , if he had not been forced into thisftepby 
his parliament; for Edward in his old age fell into a 
fort of love-dotage and gave himfelf entirely up to 
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the managementof his miftrefs, Alice Pierce, and c H A p» 
his fecond foil ; the Duke of Lancaftcr, a circum- v. 
(lance that raifed a moft reafonable jcaloufy in the ^736. 
Black Prince, at that time on his death - bed, who 
could not but be anxious about the fafety and right 
of his only fon, whom he found he was foon to 
leave a ehild in the hands of a doting grandfather, 
and an ambitious, afpiring uncle. The fupporters 
of the motion obfcrved , that the allowance of fifty 
thoufand pounds was not fufficient to defray the 
Prince's yearly expenfe , without allotting one ihil* 
ling for ads of charity and munificence; and that 
the fevcral deductions jfor land-taxes and fees reduced, 
it to forty -three thoufand pounds. They affirmed^ 
that his whole income, inclddiog the revenues of 
the duchy of CornwaM , did not exceed fifty-two 
thoufand pounds a year, though, by his MajeftyV ■ 

vown regulation , the expenfe of the, Prince's houfe- 
hold amounted to fixty-three thoufand. They prov- 
ed , that the produce of the civil-lift exceeded nine 
hundred thoufand pounds, a fum above one hundred 
thoufand pounds a year more than y^sis enjoyed hy 
his late Majefty , and that in the firft year qf the 
late Iving the whole expenfe of his houfehold and 
civil government did not much exceed four hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds a- year. They obferved, that 
the parliament added one hundredand forty thoufand 
pounds annually for ads of charity and bounty » 
together with the article of fecret - fervice-money ; 
and allowed one hundred thoufand pounds for the 
-iiiaintenance of the Prince of Wales : that the article 
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BOOK, of fecrct-fcrvicc-money had prodigioufly incrcafed 
I!. in the late reign : by an account which happened to 
'73C. • belaid before the parliament , it appeared that vaft 
Aims of money had been given for purpofes which 
nobody underftood , and to perfons wHom nobody 
knew. In the beginning of the following feflioti 
feveral members propofed that this e^ctraordi- 
iiary account fhould be taken into conHderation ; but 
the inquiry was warded off by the other party , who 
declared that the parliament could not examine any 
account which had been prefented to a former feflion. 
The debate was fierce and long i and ended in a 
divifion, by which the motion was rejeded. A 
motion of the fame nature was made by Lord 
Carteret in the Houfe of Peers , and gave rife to a 
very keen difpute, maintained by the fame argu* 
nents, and iffuingin the fame termination. 

$ XXXVI. The next remarkable conteft was oc- 
cafionedbyamotionofSirR. Walpole, who propof- 
ed that the fum of one million (bould be granted to his 
Majefty , towards redeeming the like fum of the 
increafed capital* of the South-Sea company, com- 
monly called South-Sea annuities. Several members 
argued for the expediency of applying this fum to 
the payment of the debt due to the Bank , as part of 
thatencumberance was faddled with an intereftof fix 
per cent whereas theintercft paid for the other fums 
that conftituted the public debt did not exceed four 
per cent. Many plaufible arguments were offered 
on both fides of the queftion; and at length the 
motion wascarr ied in the affirmative. The Houfe 

having 
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having rerolvcd itfelf inrto a committee to confider of c H a ?• 
the national debt. Sir John filarnard made a motion, v« 
for enabling his Majefty,to raife money either by the ■^3<. 
fale of annuities , or by borrowing at an intereft not 
exceeding three per cent, to be applied towards re« 
deeming the South-Sea annuities; and that fuch of the 
annuitants as fbould be inclined to fubfcribe their 
refpedive annuities, ihould be preferred to all others. 
He faid , that even thofe public fecurities which bore 
an intereft of three per cent, only were fold at a 
premium in Change- Alley : he was, therefore , per- 
fuaded , that all thofe who were willing to give a pre^ 
mium for a three per cent, fecurity would gladly 
lend their money to the government at the fame 
intereft, fhould books of fubfcription be opened for 
that purpofe, with an aflurance that no part of the 
principal fiiould be paid off for fourteen ^ars. He 
expatiated upon the national advantages that woul4 
accrue from a redudion of intereft. From eafy and 
obvious calculations he inferred , that in a very 
little time the intereft upon all the South-Sea an- 
nuities would be reduced from four to three per 
cent, without any danger to public credit, or breach 
of public faith : that then the produce of th6 
finking fund would amount to fourteen hundred 
tboufand pounds per annum 9 to be applied only 
towards redeeming the capital <d thefeveral trading 
companies : he proved that. this meafure would 
bring every one of them fo much within the power 
of parliament , that they would be glad to accept 
of three per cent, intereft on any reafonable terms ; 
in which cafe the finking fund would rife to one. 
Vol- IV. F 
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BOOK million fix hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 
11. Then the parliament might venture to annihilate 
V3<. one half of it, by freeing the people from taxes upon 
coals, candles, foap, leather, and other fuch impofiti- 
ens as lay heavy upon the poor laborers and manufac- 
turers ; the remaining part of the finking fund might 
be applied towards the difcharge of thofe annuities and 
public debts which bore an intereft of three (^er cent, 
only, and afterwards towards diminiftiing the capitals 
of the feveral trading companies till the term of 
fourteen years fhould be expired; then the (inking 
fund would again amount to above a million yearly, 
ivhich would be fufficient for paying them off , 
and freeing the nation entirely from all its incumbe- 
rances. This falutary fcheme was violently oppofed 
by Alderman Heathcote, and other partifans of the 
miniftry : yet all their objedions were refuted ; and 
in order to defeat the projed , they were obliged 
to have recourfe to artifice* Mr. Winnington,moved 
that all the public creditors, as well as the South. 
Sea annuitants, (bould be comprehended* Sir John 
Barnard demonftfated, that it might be eafy for the 
government to borrow money at three per cent, 
fufficient for paying off fuch of the proprietors of 
four - and - twenty millions as were not willing to ac- 
cept of that intereft , but it would be extremely dif- 
ficult to borrow enough to fatisfy the proprietors of 
four-and- forty millions , who might chufe to have 
tSicir principal rather th'^n fuch an intereft. Never- 
thelefe, refolutions were founded on this and other 
alterations of the original fcheme; and a bill was 
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immediately prepared. It produced many other c H a ?• 
debates, and was at laft poftponed by dint of v. 
minifterial influence. The fame venerable patriot 
who projeded this fcheme moved , that as foon as 
the intereft of all the national redeemable debt 
flionld be reduced to three per cent the Houfe would 
take oflF fome of the heavy taxes which opprefled 
the poor and the manufadurers : but this motion 
was rejeded by the majority. 

$ XXXVII. The laft difputes of this feflion ai. irar. 
were excited by a bill fcnt down from the Lords 
for punifhing the magiftrates and city of Edin- 
burgh , on account of the murder of John For* 
teous. In the beginning of the feflion Lord Carteret 
recapitulated the feveral tumults and riots which 
had lately happened in diflfcrent parts of the king- 
dom. He particularly infifted upon the atrocious 
murder of Captain Porteous , as a flagrant infult 
upon the government , and a violation of the 
public peace, fo much the more dangerous, as it 
feemed to have been concerted and executed with 
deliberation and decency. He fufpeded that fome 
citizens of Edinburgh had been concerned in the 
murder , not only from this circumftance , but 
likewife bccaufe, notwithftanding the reward of 
two hundred pounds , which had been offered by 
proclamation for the difcovery of any perfon ^ha 
aded in that tragedy , not one individual had as yet 
been deteded. He feemed to think that the magi& 
trates had encouraged the riot , and that the city 
had forfeited its charter ; and he propofed a minute 
inquiry into the particulars of the affair. He was 

F a 
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BOOK feconded by the Duke of Newcaftle and the Earl of 
11. Hay: though this lad nobleman differedin opinion 
*737. from him with refped to the charter of the city, 
vrhich, he laid, could not be juftly forfeited by the 
fault of the magiftracy. The Lords refolved , That 
the raagiftrates and other perfons from whom they 
might obtsrin the neceffary information concerning 
this riot fhould be ordered to attend ; and. That an 
addrefsfhouldbeprefentcd, to hisMajcfty, defiring 
that the different accounts and papers relating to the 
murder of CaptaiQ Porteous might be fubmitted to 
the perufat of the Houfe. Thefe documents being ac- 
cordingly examined, and all the witneflcs arrived, in- 
cluding three Scottifh judges, a debate arofe about the 
manner in which thefe laft Ihould be interrogated , 
whether at the bar, at the table, or on the wool- 
lacks. Some Scottifh lords aOerted , that they had 
a right to be feated next to the judges of Eng- 
land : but after a long debate this claim was re- 
jeded, and the judges of Scotland appeared at 
the bar in their robes. A bill was brought in to 
difable Alexander Wilfon , Efquire , lord-provofl: 
of Edinburgh , from enjoying any office or place 
of magiftracy in the city of Edinburgh , or elfc- 
where in Great - Britain ; for imprifoning the faid 
Alexander Wilfon ; for abolifliing the guard of that 
city, and for takingaway the gates of the Nether. Bow- 
Port, fo as to open a communication between th^ city 
and the fuburbs, in which the King's troops are quart- 
ered. The Duke ofArgyle,in arguing againft this bill, 
iaid he could not think of a proceeding more harfli or 
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unprecccfentcd than the prcfcnt » as he believed CHAP. 
there was no inftancc of the whole weight of V* 
parliamentary indignation , for fuch he called a i '^^^* 
proceeding by a bill ex poft fado , falling upo]% 
any ftngle perfon , far lefe upon any coromunity, 
for crinaes that were within the reach of the inferior 
courts of jufticer for this reafon he observed , 
that if the Lord^Provoft and citizens of Edinburgh 
ftould fuffer in^ the terms of the prefcnt biH, they 
would fufifer by a cruel » unjuft, and fantafticai 
proceeding ; a proceeding of which the worfk ufe 
might be made ^ if ever the nation ihould hs^ve the 
misfortune to fall under a partial, fetf-interefted 
admini Aralion. He told them he fet in the parliament 
of Scotland when that part of the treaty of IJqion 
felating to the privileges of the royal burghs was 
fettled on the fame footing as feligion ; that is, they^ 
were made unalterable by atiy fubfequent parliament 
of Great-Biritain. Notwithftanding the eloquence and 
warmth of his remon(kance , the biH was fent down 
to the Houfe of Commons » where it produced a ^ 

violent conteft. The Commons fet on foot a fevere 
Scrutiny into the particular circumftances that prece« 
ded and attended the murder of Porteou$ :from the 
examkiation of the witneRes it appeared that na 
freemaa or citizen of Edinburgh was concerned ick 
the rioty which was chiefly compofed of country** 
people ^ excited by the relations of fome unhappy^ 
perfons whom Forteous and hiis mea had fiain at 
the execution of the fmuggler ; and thcfe were 
affifted by prentice^boys , and the lowcft clafs of 
vagabonds that happened to be at Edinburgh: 

Fa 
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BOOK, that the Lord-Provoft had taken all the precautiorns 
II. to prevent mifcbief that his reflcdion fuggefted: 
*^^^' N that he even expofed his perfon to the rage of the 
multitudes, in his endeavours to difperfe them ; and 
that if he had done amifs , he erred from want of 
judgment, rather than from want of.iiiclination to 
proted the unhappy Forteous. It likewife appeared 
that Mr. Lindfay, member for the city of Edinburgh 
had gone in perfon to General Moyl^, commander 
of the forces in North-Rritain , informed him of the 
riot, implored his immediate a(!i(lance, and promi- 
fed to condudi his troops into the city ; and that 
his fuit was rejected , becaufe be could not produce 
a written order from the magiftracy, which he 
neither could have obtained in fuch confufion , nor 
ventured to carry about his perfon through the 
midft of an enraged populace. The ScottiQi mem- 
bers exerted themfelves with uncommon vivacity 
in defence of their capital. They were joined by 
Sir John Barnard, Lord Cornbury,Mr. Shippen, 
and Mr. Oglethorpe. Lord Polwarth declared, 
that if any gentleman would (how where one 
argument in the charge againfl the Lord Provoft 
and the city of Edinburgh had been proved, 
he would that inftant give his vote for the 
commitment of the bill He faid , if gentlemen 
would lay their hands upon their heads, and aflc 
themfelves, whether they would have voted in 
this manner had the cafe of Edinburgh been that 
of the city of Brifiol , York , or Norwich , 
be was perfua^ed they would have . required , 
. ^ that every tittle of the charge againft them 
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(hould have been fully and undeniably proved, c H A f • 
Some amendments and mitigations being inferted T. 
in the bill , it paffed the Houfe , was fent back to »^>7- 
the Lords , who agreed to the alterations , and then 
received the royal affent. 

$ XXX VIIL The next effort of the minifter was 
obliquely levelled at the liberty of the prefs , which 
it was much for his intereft to abridge. The errors 
of his condudt, the myftery of that corruption 
which he had fo fucccfsfuUy reduced to a fyftem, 
and all the blemifhesof hisadminiftration, had been 
expofed and ridiculed , not only in political 
periodical writings produced by the moft eminent 
hands , but likewife in a fucceffion of theatrical 
pieces , which met with uncommon fuccefs aitiong 
the people. He either wanted judgment to diftin* 
gui(h men of genius , or could find none that would 
engage in his fervice: he, therefore, employed a 
fet of wretched authprs, void of underftanding 
and ingenuity. They undertook the defence of his^ 
miniftry, and anfwered the animadverfions of his 
antagonifts. The match was fo extremely unequal, 
that, inftead of jyftifying bis conduA, they ex- 
pofed it to additional ridicule and contempt ; and 
he faw himfelf in danger of being defpifed by the 
whole nation. He refolved to feize the firft 
opportunity to choke thofe canals through which 
the torrent of cenfure had flowed upon fcys charac- 
ter. The manager of a play-houfe communicated 
to him a manufcript farce , entitled , The Golden 
Rump , which was fraught with treafon and abule 
upon the government » and had been prefented to 

F4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



?2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK the ftagc for exhibition. This performance was 
I J. prdduced in the Houfe of Commonsi The minifter 
»7ir. defcanted upon the infolence , the malice , the 
immorality, and the feditious calumny, which 
had been of late propagated in theatrical pieces* 
A bill was brought in to limit the number of 
play-faoufes; to fubjed all dramatic writers to 
the infpedion of the Lord -Chamberlain; and to 
compel them to take out a licence for every 
produdion before it could appear on the ftage. 
>]otwith(landing a vigorous oppofition, this bill 
pafled through both Houfes with extraordinary 
difpatch , and obtained the royal fanSion. In 
this debate the Earl of Chefterfield diftinguilbed 
himfelf by an excellent fpeech , that will ever endear 
his charader to all the friends of genius and 
literature, to all thofe who arc warmed with zeal 
for the liberties of their country. " Our ftage " faid 
he *' ought certainly to be kept witfiin due bounds ; 
•* but, for this purpofe, our laws as they (land 
** at prefent are fufficient. If our ftage-players at 
*• any time exceed thofe bounds , they ought to be 
" profecuted ; they may be pupifhed. We have 

^ " precedents, we have examples of pcrfons punithed 

** for things lefe criminal than fome pieces which 
" have been lately reprefented: a new law muft , 
** therefore, be unneceffary ; and in the prefent cafe 
" it cannot be unneceffary without being dangerous. 
" Every unneceffary reftraint is a fetter upon the 
** legs, is a (hackle upon the hands of liberty. 
** One of the greateft bleflings we enjoy, one 
•* of the greateft bleflings a people can enjoy, is 
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*• liberty. But every good in this life has its allay c H A f* 

** of evil. Licentioufnefs is the allay of liberty. It v. 

•• is an ebullition, an excrefcence; it is a fpeck *737. 

" upon the eye of the political body , which 1 can • ' 

" never touch but with a gentle , with a trera- 

•* bling hand, left I deftroy the body ; left I 

*• injure the ey€ upon which it is apt to appear. 

*^ If the ftage becomes at any time licentious , if 

'* a play appears to be a libel upon the government, 

•• or upon any particular man , the King's courts 

" are open: the law is fufficient to punifh the 

" offender. If poets arid players are to be reftrained 

" let them be reftrained as other fubjeds are, by the 

" known laws of their country; if they offend, 

'* let them be tried as every Englifhman ought 

" to be , by God and their country. Dp 

*' not let us fubjcd them to the arbitrary 

** will and plcafure of any one man. A power 

*' lodged in the hands of a fmgle man to 

" judge and determine without limitation , 

" control, or appeal, is a fort of power unknown 

^^ to our laws , inconfiftent with our conftitution. 

^ It is a higher, a more abfolute power than we 

" truft even to the King himfelf ; and , therefore, 

** I muft think we ought not to veft any fuch 

^ power in his Majefty's lord-chamberlain. *' His 

arguments had no effeft, though the Houfe ad« 

mired his elocution; and the play - houfe - bill 

pafled into a law.. On the twenty«firft day of 

June the King made a fiiort fpeech to both 

Houfes , and the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 

parliament. 
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CHAP. VI. 



$ L Tht Ruffians take Oczakow. II. Dexah of Gajlon 
de Medicis, Duke of Tufcany. III. Death of 
Caroline, Queen confort of England: IV. Difpute 
in parliament about the flanding army . V. Spanifh 
depredations, VI. Motives of the miniftryfor avoiding 
a war. VII. Addrefs to^ the King on thefubjeCl of 
the depredations. VIII. Bill for fecuring the trade 
of his Majeftys fubjeCis in America. IX. Debates^ 
in the Houfe of Lords. X. Birthof Prince George. 
Admiral, Haddock Jails with a fqnadron to the 
Mediterranean. XI. Progrefs of the war againfi 
the Turks. Xll. Difpute and rupture between 
Hanover and Denmark. XIII. Sir Robert Walpole 
extols the convention in the Houfe of Commons. 
XIV. Motion for an addrefs^ that the reprefenta- 
tions, letters, &c. relating to the SpaniJIi depreda- 
tions fliould be laid before the Houfe. XV. Pe/f- 
tiom againfi the convention. XVI. Subfiance of 
that agreement. XVII. Debate in the Houfe of 
Commons on the convemion. XVIII. Secejfion of 

. the chief members in the oppofition. XIX. Debate 
in the Houfe of Lords upon an addrefs to his Ma^ 

jefiy toiiching the convention. . XX. Me/age from 
the throne touching M fubfidy to Denmark y and a 
power to augment the forces of the kingdom. XXI. 
Parliament prorogued. XXII^ IheKingof^ain 
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publi/Jies a manifejio. XXIII. The Emperor and 
Czarina conclude a peace with the Turh. XXIV. 
Preparations for war in England. XXV. Apology 
in the Houfe of Commons for thefeceding members. 
XXVr. Penfion-bill renvtd, and loji. XXVIL \ 

PortO'Bello taken by Admiral Vernon. XXVIII. 
Hardfrofi. XXIX. Marriage of the Trincefs Mary 
to the Prince of Hejfe. XXX. Strong armament 
jeru to the Wefi-Indies. XXXI. Death of the 
Emperor and Ckarina. XXXII. Proceedings in 
parliament. XXXIII. Seamen's bill. XXXIV. 
Difcontents agaxnfl the mxniflry. XXXV. Motion 
for removing Sir Robert Walpolefrom his Majejlys 
councils and prefence for ever. XXXVI. Debate 
on the mutiny^bill. XXXVII. Proceedings in 
the Houfe of Lords. XXXVIII. Clofe of the laji 
fejjion of this parliament. 

S I. x\ Gongrefs had been opened at Niemerow C H A F» 
in Poland , to compromife the differences between vi. 
the Czarina and the Grand Signor : but this proving ■^5^'' 
ineffedual , the Emperor declared war againfl: the 
Turks , and demanded aflGftance from the diet of the 
empire. He concerted the operations of the cam- 
paign with the Emprefe of Mufcovy. It was agreed , 
that the Imperialifts, under Count Seckendorfihould 
attack Widin inServia, while the Ruffians, com- 
manded by Count de Munich, fhould penetrate 
to the Ukraine, and befiege Oczakow, on the 
Borifthenes. They accordingly advanced againfl: 
this place, which was garrifoned,by twenty*thoufand 
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BOOK men ; and on the (ide of the BoriAbenes defended 
II. by eigtheen gallies. The Mufcovites carried on their 
"^^""^ approaches with fuch impetuofity and perfeverance , 
that the Turks were terrified at their valor, and 
in a few days capitulated. Among thofe who 
fignalized them&lves by uncommon marks of prow- 
cfs in thefe attacks , was General Keith , now field- 
marfhal in thePruffian fervice , who was dangeroufly 
wounded on this occafion. Mean while Count 
&ckendorf, finding it impoffible to reduce Widin 
without a fquadron of fbips on the Danube ^ turned 
his arms againft Nifla, which was furrender- 
ed to him on the eight-and-twentieth day of 
July : but this was the fartheft verge of his good 
fortune. The Turks attacked the pofts which the 
Imperialifts occupied along the Danube. They 
took the fort of Padudil , burned the town of lias ia 
Walachia , and plundered the neighbouring villag^es. 
The Prince of Saxe-Hildburgfhaufen , who had in- 
vefted Bagnalack in Bofnia , was defeated , and ob- 
liged to repafs the Saavc. Count Seckendorf was 
recalled to Vienna; and the command of the army 
devolved upon Count Philippi. Count Kevenhuller 
was obliged to retreat from Servia ; and Niffa was 
retaken by the Muffulmeri, The conferences at 
Niemerow were broken off; and the Turkilh pleni* 
potentiaries returned to Conftantinople* 

§ II. The kingdom of Poland now enjoyed the 
moft pcrfed repofe under the dominion of Auguftus. 
Ferdinand, the old Duke of Courland, dying without 
iffue , the fucceflion was difputed by the Teutonic 
order and the kingdom of Poland, while the ftates 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GE O R G E IL 77 

of Courland claimed a right of eledion , and fent c H 4 £« 
deputies to Peteriburgh, imploring the protection vi* 
of the Czarina. A body of Ruflian troops imroedi* *73% 
ately entered that country : and the ftates eleded 
the Count de Biron, high - chamberlain to the 
Emprefs of Mufcovy. The Eledor of Cologn, 
as grand mafter of the Teutonic order , protefted 
againft this eledion ; but the King of Poland agreed 
to it, on certain conditions fettled at Dantzick 
vrith the commifTaries of the new Duke and thofe 
of the Czarina. In the month of July, John 
Gafton de Medicis, Great Duke of Tufcany, 
died at Florence ; and the Prince de Craon took 
poifeilion of his territories, in the name of the 
''Duke of Lorraine, to whom the Emperor had 
already granted the eventual inveftiture of that 
duchy. 

$ III. In England the attention of the public 
ivas attraded by an open breach in the royal 
family. The Princefs of Wales had advanced to 
the very laft month of her pregnancy before the 
King and Queen were informed of her being with 
child. She was twice conveyed from Hampton-court 
to the palace of St. James's, when her labor-pains 
Wicre fuppofed to be approaching; and at length 
was delivered of a princefe in about two hours 
after her arrival. The King being apprized of this 
event, fentamelTage by the Earl of EfTex to the 
Prince , expreflfing his difpleafure at the conduA 
of his royal highnefs, as an indignity offered to 
himfelf and the Queen. The Prince deprecated his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



78 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK Majefty's anger in fcvcral ftibmiffivc letters , and 
II. implored tbc Queen's mediation. The Princels 
1,37. joined her entreaties to thofe of his royal highnefs, 
but all their humility and fupplication proved in- 
c£feduaL The King, in another meffage fent by 
the Duke of Grafton , obferved , that the Prince 
had removed the Princefs twice in the week im- 
mediately preceding the day of her delivery from 
the place of his Majefty's refidence, in expedition 
of her labor; and both times, on his return, 
induflrioufly concealed from the knowledge of the 
King and Queen every circumfiance relating to 
this important affair: that at laft, without giving 
any notice to their Majefties , he had precipitately 
hurried the Princefs from Hampton-court, in a 
condition not to be named : that the whole tenor 
of his condud, for a confiderable time , had been 
fo entirely void of all real duty to the King , that 
his Majefty had reafon to be highly offended with 
him. He gave him to underftand, that until he 
fhould withdraw his regard and confidence from 
thofe by whofe inftigation and advice he was 
direded and encouraged in his unwarrantable 
behaviour to his Majefty and the Queen , and 
return to his duty, he fhould not refide in the 
palace: he;; therefore, fignified his pleafurethat he 
fhould leave St. James's, with all his family, when 
it could be done without prejudice or inconvenience 
to the Princefs. In obedience to this order, the 
Prince retired to Kew, and made other efforts to be 
re-admitted into his Majefty's favor, which, how* 
ever, he could not retrieve. Whatever might have 
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been hti deGgn in concealing fo long from the G M 4 f. 
King and Queen the pregnancy of the Princefs , and ▼!. 
afterwards hurrying her from place to place in fuch »7J7. 
a condition , to the roanifed hazard of her life, his 
Majefty had certainly caufe to be offended at this 
part of his coftdud: though the punifhment feems 
to have been fevere , if not rigorous ; for he was 
not even admitted into the prefence of the Queen 
his mother, to exprefs his duty to her, in her laft 
moments , to implore her for^givencfs , Smd receive 
her laft bleffing. She died of a mortification in her 
bowels, on the twentieth day of November, in 
the fifty-fifth year of her age, regretted as a princefs 
of uncommon fagacity , and as a pattern of 
conjugal virtue. 

$ IV. The King opened the feffiori of parliament 
on the twenty-fourth day of January , with a fiiort 
fpeech , recommending the difpatch of the public 
bufinefs with prudence and unanimity. Each Houfe 
prefe^nted a warm addrefs of condolence on the 
Queen's death , with which he feemed to be extreme- 
ly affeded. Though the "Houfe of Commons 
unanimoufly fympatbized with the King in his 
afflidion , the minifter ftill met with contradidlion 
in fome of his favorite meafures. One would 
imagine that all the arguments for and againft a 
{landing army in time of peace had been already 
exhaufted; but, when it was moved that the fame 
number of land-forces which they had voted in the 
preceding year fliould be continued in pay for the 
enfuing year, the difpute was renewed with fur- 
prifing vivacity, and produced fome reafons which 
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BOOK had not been fuggefted before. The adherents of 
II. the minifter fairly owned that if the army lliould 
J737, be difbanded, or even coniidcrably reduced, they 
believed the Tory intereft would prevail; that 
the prefent number of forces was abfolutcly neceffary 
to maintain the peace of the kingdom , which was 
filled with clamor and difcontent, as well as to 
fupport the Whig- intereft ; apd that they would 
vote for keeping up. four times the number, (hould 
it be found expedient for that purpofe. The 
members in the oppofition replied , that this 
declaration was a fevcrje fatire on the miniftry, 
whofe conduct had given birth to fuch a fpirit of 
difcontent They faid it was in effedt a tacit acknow- 
ledgment^ that what they called the Whig-intereft 
was no more than an inconfiderable party , which 
had engrofled the adminiftration by indired methods; 
which adled contrary to the fenfc of the nation ; and 
depended for fupport upon a military pow^r, by 
which the pe6ple in general were overawed, and 
confequently enflavcd. They affirmed, that the 
difcontent of which the miniftry complained was 
in a great meafure owing to that very ftanding 
army, which perpetuated their taxes, and hung 
over their heads , as the inftruments of arbitrary 
power and oppreffion. Lord Polwarth explafncd 
tlie nature of Whig- principles , and demonftrated 
that the, party which diftinguiffied itfelf by this 
appellation no longer retained the maxims by 
which the Whigs were originally chaniderized. 
Sir John Hynde Cotton, who fpoke with the courage 
and freedoQQt of an old £nglifli baron « declared he 

never 
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ticvcr knew a member of that Houfe who aded on chap. 

true Whig* principles vote for a {landing army in ^\* 

time of peace. ^* I have heard of Whigs (faid he) 

•• who oppofed all unlimited votes of credit : I 

•* have heard of Whigs who looked upon corruption 

" as the greateft curfe that could befalany nation: 

•' 1 have heard of Whigs who eftecmed the hberty 

•* of the prefs to be the moft valuable privilege of 

•* a free people, and triennial parliaments as the 

" greateft bulwark of their liberties; and I have 

•'heard of a Whig - adminiftration which has 

** refented injuries done to the trade of the nation, 

*' and revenged infults offered to the Britilh flag.* — 

The miniftry triumphed as ufual, and the fame 

number of forces was continued. 

J V. ever fince the treaty of Seville , the Spaniards 
in America had almoft inceffantly infulted and 
diftreffed the commerce of Great- Britain. They 
tjljiputcdthe right of Englifh traders to cut logwood 
in the bay of Campeachy, and gather fait on the 
ifland of Tortugas; though that right was acknow- 
ledged hy implication in all the treaties which 
had been lately concluded between the two nations* 
The captains of their armed veffels, known by 
the name of guarda-coftas , had made a pradice of 
boarding and plundering Britiih (hips, on pretence 
of featching for contraband commodities ^ on which 
occafions they had behaved with the utmoft info* 
lence , cruelty , and rapine. Some of their fliips of 
war had adually attacked a fleet of Englifh 
merchant **fhips at the ifland of Tortugas , as 
if they had been at open enmity with England. 

Vol. IV. G 
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BOOK They had fei^ed and detained a great number of 
II. Britifli vcffels , imprifoncd their crews , and 

»7»7. confifcatcd their cargoes, inv violation of treaties^ 
in defiance of common juftice and humanity. 
I Repeated men}orials were prefented to the court 
of Spain, by the Britilh arabaffador at Madrid. 
He was amufed with evafive anfwcrs , vague 
promifes of inq^uiry, and cedulas of inftrudions 
fent to the Spanilh governors in America , to which 
they paid no fort of regard. Not but that the 
Spaniards had reafon to complain , in their turn , 
of the illicit commerce which the Englifh traders 
from Jamaica and other iflands carried on with 
their fubjeds on the continent of South* America : 
though this could not juftify the depredations and 
cruelties which the commanders of the guarda- 
coftas had committed , without^ provocation 
or pretence. 

J VI. The merchants of England loudly complai- 
ned of thefe outrages: the nation was fired with 
refentment , and cried for vengeance ; but the 
minifter appeared qold , phlegmatic, and timorous- 
He knew that a war would involve him in fuch 
difficulties as muft of neceflity endanger his 
adminiftration. The treafure which he now employ- 
ed for domeftic purpofes muft in that cafe be 
expended in military armaments: the wheels of 
that machine on which he had raifed his influence 
would no longer move: the oppofition would of 
confcquence gain ground, and the impofition of frefh 
taxes, nccefTary for the maintenance of the war, would 
fill up the meafure of popular refentment againft his 
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perfon artd miniftry. Moved by thefe confideratioils^ G H a P^ 
he induftrioufly endeavoured to avoid a rupture, vi. 
and to obtain fome fort of fatisfadion by dii^t of ^7in 
memorials and negoeiations , in which he be//ayed 
his own fears to fuch a degree as animated the 
Spaniards to perfift in their depredations , and 
encouraged the court of Madrid, to disregard 
the remonllranccs of the Britifli ambaffadon But 
his apprehenfion of war did not proceed froni 
Spain only: the two branches of the houfe of 
Bourbon were now united by politics , as well 
as by confanguinity ; and he did not doubt , th^t 
in cafe of a rupture with Spain , they would joir^ 
their forces againft Great-Britain. Petitions wefci 
delivered to the Houfe by merchants from different 
parts of the kingdom, explaining the repeated 
violences to which they had been expofed, and 
imploring relief of the parliament. Thefe were 
referred to a committee of the whole Houfe; and 
an order was made to admit the petitioners, if 
they fhould think fit to be heard by themfelves or 
by comifel. Sir John Barnard moved for an addrefs 
to the Kingi that all the memorials and papers 
relating to the Spaniib depredations ihould be laid 
before the Houfe; and this, with fome altera tiori 
propofed by Sir Robert Walpole , was a(flually 
prefented. In compliance with the requeft , an 
enormous multitude of letters and memorials 
was produced. 

$ VIL The Houfe, in a grand committee, proceeded 
to hear counfel for the merchants, and examine evi-i 
dence ; by which it appeared that amazing ads of 
' G z 
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BOOK wanton cruelty and injufticc had been pcqjetrated 

II. by Spaniards on the fubjeds of Great - Britain. 

1737. JVlr. Pultency expatiated upon thefe circumftances 

of barbarity. He dcmonftratcd, frona treaties, the 

right of the Britifh traders to the logwood of 

Campeachy, and to thefaltof Tortiigas: heexpofed 

the pufillanimity oT the minifter , and the futility 

of his negociations : he moved for fuch refolutions 

as would evince the refentment of an injured nation, 

and the vigor of a Britifh parliament. Thcfcwcre 

warmly combated by Sir Robert Walpolc , who 

affirmed they would cramp the minifters in their 

endeavours to compromife thefe differences: that 

they would fruftrate their negociations, intrench 

upon the King's prerogative, and precipitate the 

nation into an unneceffary and expenfive war, 

Anfwers produced replies, and a general debate 

enfued. A refolution >vas reported : but the queftioa 

being put for recommitting it , was carried in the 

negative. The Houfe , however , agreed to an 

addrefs, befeeching his Majefty to ufe his endeavours 

to obtain effedual relief for his injured fubjedts , to 

convince the court of Spain that bis Majefty could 

no longer fuffer fuch conftant and repeated infults 

and injuries to be carried on , to the diflionor of 

bis crown , and to^the ruin of his trading fubjecfls; 

and affuring him, that in cafe his royal and friendly 

inftances with the Catholic King fhould mifcarry, 

the Houfe would effedually fupport his Majefty in 

taking fuch meafures as honor and juftice ihould 

make it necefTary for him topurfue. To this addrefs 

ihe King made a favorable anfwer. 
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5 VIII. The next important fubjedl on which both c H A P. 
{ides exercifed. their talents, was a bill prepared and vi. 
brought in by .Mr. Pulteney , for the more efFedual "38. 
fecuring the trade of his Majefty's fubjeds in A mcrica. 
This was no other than the revival of part of two 
afts pafled in the reign of Queen Anne , by which 
the property of all prizes taken from ihe enemy was 
' vcfted in the captors; while thcfovereign was empow- 
ered to grant commiflions or charters to any per fon^^ 
or focieties , for taking any -ftiips , goods , harbours , 
lands, or fortifications of the nation's enemies in 
America, and for holding and eiyoying the fame as 
their own property and eftatc for ever. 1 he miniftry 
endeavoured to evade the difcuffion of this bill j by 
amufing the Houfe with other bufm^fs , until an end 
Ihould be put to the feffion. A mean artifice was 
pradifed with this view; and fome feVere altercation 
pafled between Sir Robert Walpole and IVlr. Pulten- 
ey. At length the bill was read, und gave rife 
to a very long and warm conteft, in which the greateft 
orators of both fides found opportunities to difplay 
their eloquence and fatire. M. Pulteney defended 
the bill with all the ardor of paternal affedion; 
but, notwithftanding his warmeft endeavours, it 
was rejeded upon a divifion. 

$ IX. When the mutiny-bill was fent up to the 
Houfe of Lords, a long debate arofe upon the number 
of troops voted for the enfuing year. Lord Carteret 
explained the fituation of affairs, in almoft every 
nation of Europe , with great concifenefs and preci- 
fion. He demonftrated the improbability of a 
rupture between Great- Britain and any pjower 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

i; O O K figainft vrhich a land-army could be of any fervice. 
ll« He examined the domcftic circumftances of the 
^'^^^' nation ; and proved , that whatever difcontents 
there might be in the kingdom, there was little or 
podifaffedtion; and no feeming defign to overturn 
or difturb the government. In anfwer to an argu- 
ment, that fuch a number of regular forces was 
neceffary for preventing or quelling tumults , 
and for enabling the civil magiftrate to execute 
the laws of his country, he expreffed his hope 
that he (hould never fee the nation reduced to 
fuch unfortunate circumftances : he faid a law which 
the civil power was unable to execute muft either 
be itfelf oppreflive , or fuch a one as afforded a 
handle for oppreffion. In arguing' for a redudion 
pf the forces, he took notice of the great increafe 
pf the national expenfc. He obferved , that before 
the Revolution, the people of England did notraife 
above two millions for the '%vho}e of the public 
charge ; but now what was called the current 
expeufe, forwhich the parliament annually provided, 
cxcci^ded that fum, befides the civil lift, theinterefl 
due to the public creditors , and the ftnking-fund » 
which added together , coropofed a burden of fix mil- 
lions yearly. The Earl of Chcflierfield , on the fame 
fubjedt , affirmed that flavery and arbitrary power 
were the certain confequences of keeping up a 
landing army for any number of years. It is the 
machine by which the chains of flavery are rivetted 
upon a free people. They may be fccrctly prepared 
by corruption; but, unlefs a ftanding army proteded 
thofe that forged them, the people would break tl^cm 
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afundcr , and chop off the polluted hands by which chap. 
they were prepared. By degrees a free people muft be y i. 
accuftomed to be governed by an army:by degrees that *73»' 
army muft be made ftrong enough to hold them in 
fubjecftion. England had for many years been accuf- 
tomed to a ftanding army, under pretence of its being 
neceflfary toaffift the civil power; and by degrees 
the number and ftrength of it have been increafing. 
At the acceffion of the late King it did not exceed 
fix thoufand: it foon amounted to double that 
number, which has been fince augmented under 
various pretences. He, therefore, concluded, that fla^ 
very under the difguife of an army for protedlingthe 
liberties of the people, was creeping in upon them by 
degrees : if no redudion {hould be made, he declared 
he fhould expect in a few years to hear fome minifter, 
qx favorite of a minifter, terrifying the Houfc with 
imaginary plots and invafions, and making the tour of 
Europe infcarch of poflible dangers, to fhow the necef- 
fity of keeping up a mercenary ftandipg army three 
times as numerous as the prefent. In fpite of thcfe ^ 
fuggeftions, the ftinding army maintained its groimd. 
The fame noblemen, aflifted by Lord Bathurft, diftin- 
guiihed-themfelves in a debate upon the Spanifli depre- 
dations, which comprehended thcfamearguftients that 
wercufedin the Houfe of Commons. They met with 
the fame fuccefs in both. Rcfolutions equivalent to 
thofe of the Lower Houfe were taken : an addrefs was 
prefented ; and his Majefty affured them h^ 
would repeat , in the moft preffing manner i 
his inftances at the court of Spain, in oriki; ' 
to obtain fatisfadion and fecurity for his fubjecfts -- 
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BOOK trading to America. This affurance was renewed ia 
11, bis fpeech at the clofe of the feffion, on the, twentieth 
^f^%* of May , when the parliament was prorogued. 

§ X. At this period the Princefs of Wales was 
delivered of a fon, who was baptized by the name 
of George , now King of Great- Britain. His birth 
was celebrated with uncommon rejoicings ; addrefTes 
of congratulation were prefented to the King by 
the two univerfities , and by almoft all the cities 
and communities of the kingdom. But the 
Prince of Wales ftill labored under the di/pleafure 
of his Majefty, who had ordered the Lord-Chamber- 
lain to fignify in the Gazette, that no perfon who 
vifited the Prince fliould be admitted to the court 
of St. Jame's. His royal highnefs was divefted of 
all the external marks of royalty, and lived like 
a private gentleman , cultivating the virtues of a 
focial life, and enjoying the beft fruits of conjugal 
felicity. In the latter end of this month, Rear- 
Admiral Haddock fet fail with a ftrong fquadron 
for the Mediterranean , which it was hoped would 
* give weight to the negociation of the Britifh miniftcr 
at the court of Madrid. The a<a to difcourage 
the retail of fpirituous liquors had incenfed the 
populace to fuch a degree as pccafioned number- 
}e(s tumults in the cities of London and Weftniin& 
ter. They were fo addided to the ufc of that 
pernicious compound known by the appellation of gin 
or geneva, that they ran all rifques rather than forego 
it entirely; and fo little regard was paid to the law by 
which it was prohibited, that in Ic^ than two year« 
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twelve thoufand perfons within the bills of mortality c H A V# 
were convided of having fold it illegally. Nearly one Vi. 
half of that number were caft in the penalty of one *5r^ 
hundred pounds : and three thoufand perfons paid 
ten pounds each , for an exemption from the dif- 
grace of being committed to the houle of corrediod. 
$ XI The war maintained by the Emperor and 
the Czarina againft the Ottoman Porte bad not yet 
produced any decifive event. Count Seckendorf 
was difgraced and confined , on account of the ill fuc- 
cefs of the laft campaign. General Doxat was tried by 
a council of war at Belgrade, and condemned to death, 
for having furrendercd to the enemy the town of 
Niffa , in which he commanded. The diet of the 
empire granted a fubfidy of fifty Roman months to 
the Emperor , who began to make vigorous pre*^ 
parations for the enfuing campaign: but, in the 
mean time , Ragotflci j vaivodc of Tranfylvania , 
revolted againllthe houfe of Auflria, and brought 
a confiderable army into the field, under the 
protedion of the Grand Signor. He was immediately 
proclaimed a rebel-, and a price fet upon his head 
by the court of Vienna. The Turks taking the 
field early , reduced the fort of Ufitza , and Meadia 
and undertooTc the fiege of Orfova, which , however, 
they abandoned at the approach of the Imperial * 
army , commanded by the Grand Duke of Tufcany , 
aflifted by Count Konigfegg. The Turks, being 
re-enforced , marched back , and attackeil the Im« 
perialifts, by whom they were repulfed after an obfti« 
nate engagement. The Germans, notwithftanding 
this advanuge, repafled the Danube ; and then the 
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BOOK infidels made tliemfelves mafters of Qrfova, where 
II. they found a fine train of artillery, dcfigncd for 
*7*^- the ficge of Midin. By the conqueft of this place , 
the Turks laid the Danube open to their gallies 
5ind veffels ; and the Germans retired under the 
cannon of Belgrade, In the Ukraine, the Ruffians 
under General Count Mqnich obtained the advan- 
tage over the Turks in two engagements; and 
General Lafci routed the Tartars of the Crinaea ; 
hut they returned in greater numbers , and haraf-* 
fed the Mufcovites in fuch a manner, by inter- 
cepting their provifions, and deftroying the country, 
that they were obliged to abandon the lipes of 
Prccops, 

$ XIL In the month of OAober, an afiFair of 
very fmall importance produced a rupture between 
the King pf Denmark and the Eledor of Hanover, 
A detachment of Hanoverians took by aflault the 
caftle of Steinhorft, belonging to the Pfivy-counfel- 
Jor Wederkop, and defended by thirty Danilh 
dragoons , who had received orders to repel force 
by forcp. Several men were killed on both fides , 
before the Hanoverians could enter the place , when 
the garrifon was diiarmed , and conduded to the 
frontiers. This petty difpute , about a fmall ter-» 
ritory which did not yield the value of one thouland 
pounds a year , had well nigh involved Hanover 
in a war, which, in all probability, Grqat-Britain 
inuft have maintained: but this difpute was cooi- 
promifed by a Convention between the Kings of 
^England and Denmark, 
f XIII. The feff^qn of parliament was opened 
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on the firft^day of February, when the King, chaiu 
in his fpecch to both Houfes» gave them to un» y|^ 
derfland , that a convention was concluded and irsa, 
ratified between him and the King of Spain, who 
had obliged himfelf to make reparation to the 
Britifii fubjedtsfor their lofles, by certain (lipulated 
paymeats : the plenipotentiaries were named anc} 
appointed for regulating, within a limited time, 
all thofe grievances and abufes which had bithertp 
interrupted th^ commerce of Great.Britain in the 
American feas; and for fettling all matters in dilj- 
pute, in fuch a manner as might for the future 
prevent and remove all new caufes and pretences 
of complaint* The motion for an addrefs of api- 
probation was difputedas ufuat. Though the con« 
vention was not yet laid before the Houfc, the nature » 
of it was well known to the leaders of the oppofition. 
Sir William Wyndhap obferved ^ that if the roiniftry 
had made the refolutibns taken by the parliament 
in the lafi fellion the foundation of their demands^ 
if they had difcovcred a refolution to break off all 
treating, rather than depart from the fenfe of par* 
liament , either a defenfive treaty might have bcea 
obtained, or by this time the worft would have 
been known : but , by what appeared from h{$ 
Majefty's fpcech , the convention was no othejr 
than a preliminary; and, in all probability, a very 
bad preliminary. He fuppofed the minifter had 
ventured to clothe fome of his creatures with full 
powers to give up the rights of the nation ; for they 
might do it if they durft. Sir Robert Walpole, 
in anfwer to thefd fuggeftions, affirmed, that 
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BOOK the miniftry had on this occiifion obtained more 
II. than ever on like occafions was knawn to be ob- 
«73i. tained ; that they had reconciled the peace of their 
country with her true intereft: that this peace 
was attended with all the advantages that the 
mod fuccefsful arms could have procured : that future 
ages would confider this as the moft -glorious 
period of our hiftory , and do juftice to the councils 
that produced the happy event, which every 
gentleman divefted of paflion and prejudice was 
ready to do; and which, he believed, the prefent 
age, when rightly informed, would not refufe. 
In a word, he extolled his own convention with 
the moft extravagant encomiums. 

$ XIV. The Houfe refolved to addrefs the King, that 
copies of all the memorials , reprefentations , letters , 
and papers , prcfented to his Majefty, or his fecretary 
of (late, relating to depredations ibould be fubmitted 
to the perufal of the Houfe : but fome members in the 
oppofition were not contented with this refolution. 
Then Mr. Sandys, who may be termed the 
^ motion-maker , " moved for an addrefs , defiring 
that the Houfe might infped all letters written, 
* ' and indrudions given by the fecretaries of (late, 
or commillioners of ttie Admiralty, to any of 
the Britifl) governors in America , or any comman* 
der in chief, or captains of his Majefty 's fhips of 
war, or his Majefty's roinifter at the court of 
Spain, or any of his Majefty 's confulsin Europe, 
fmce the treaty of Seville , relating tolpffes which the 
Britifli fubjeds had fuftained by means of depre- 
dations committed by the fubjedU of Spain ia 
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Europe and America. This was an unreafonable c H 4 n 
propofal, fuggefted by the fpirit of animofity and Vi. 
fadion. Mr. H. Walpole juftly obfervcd, that »7Ji. 
a compliance with fuch an addrefs might lay open 
the mod private tranfadions of the cabinet, an4 
difcover fecrets that ought, for the good of the 
kingdom , to be concealed. It would difcover to 
the court of Spain the ultimatum of the King's 
denwinds and conceffions, and the nation would 
thereby be deprived of many advantages which it 
might reap , were no fuch difcovery m^de. He 
faid, that as foon as the differences betwixt the 
two courts^ fhould arrive at fuch a crifis , and not 
before , the confuls were inftrudled to give notice 
to the merchants, that they might retire in time 
with their effeds; but, (hould fuch inftrudion 
come to the knowledge of the Spaniards, it would 
be a kind of watch- word to put them on their 
guard , and unavoidably occafion the ruin of 
many thoufands of BritiQi fubjeds. Certain it is, 
no government could ad either in external *or do» 
medic affairs with proper influence, dignity, and 
difpatch , if every letter and inftrudion relating to 
an unfinifhed negociation (bould be expofed to 
the view of fuch a numerous affen^bly , compofed 
of individuals aduated by motives in themfelves 
diametrically oppofite. The motion being rejcded 
by the majority, the fame gentleman moved again 
for an addrefs, that his Majefty would give direc- 
tions for laying before the Houfe copies of fuch 
memorials or rcprefentations as had been made, 
fither to the King of Spain or to his miuifters » 
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BOOK fincc the treaty of Seville , relating to the deprc- 
1 1. dations committed in Europe or America^ A debate 
*7Z9. enfued; and, upon a divifion, the queftion pat 
fed in the negative. 

$ XV. The Houfc^ in a committee of fupply* 
voted twelve thoufand feamen for the fervice of 
the enfuing year^ and the {landing army was 
continued without redudion, though powerfully 
attacked by the whole ftrength of the oppoiitiom 
The Commons likewife ordered an addreis to his 
Majefty , for the copies of feveral memorials fincc 
the treaty of Seville , .touching the rights of Greats 
Britain , or any infradion of treaties which had 
not been laid before them. Thefe were accordingly 
fubmitted to the infpedion of the Houfe. By this 
time the convention itfelf was not only prefented to 
the Commons, butalfo publilbed for the information 
of the people. Divers merchants, planters and others 
trading to America, the cities of London and 
Briftol , the merchants of Liverpool, and the owners 
of fundry (hips , which had been feized by the 
Spaniards ^ offered petitions againft the convention ^ 
by which the fubjedts of Spain were fo far from 
giving up their grouridlefs and unjuftifiable pradUce 
of vifiting and fearching Britifh fliips failing to and 
from the Britifh plantations, that they appeared 
to have claimed the power of doing it as 
a right: for they infifted that the differences 
which had arifen concerning it fliould be referred 
to plenipotentiaries, to be difcuffed by them, 
without even agreeing to abftain from fuch vifita- 
tion and fearch during the time that the difcuffion 
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of this affair might laft. They, therefore j prayed G H A F« 
that they might have an opportunity of being beard , vi. 
and allowed to reprefent the great importance *'»*• 
of the Britilh trade to and from the plantations 
in America; the clear indifputable right which they 
had to enjoy it , without being ftopped , vifited , or 
fearched , by the Spaniards , on any pretence what* 
foever ; and the certain inevitable deftrudion of 
all the riches and ftrength derived to Great-Britain 
from that trade , if a fearch of Britilh fbips failing 
to and from their own plantations fbould be to« 
lerated upon any pretext , or under any reftridions » 
or even if the freedom of this navigation fbould 
continue much longer in a (late of uncertainty. 
Thete petitions were referred to the , committee 
appointed to confider of the convention. Another 
remonftrance waslikeyifeprefented by the truftees 
for eftablifhing the colony of Georgia, fetting 
forth , that the King of Spain claimed that colony 
as part of his territories ; and that by the conven- 
tion, the regulation of the limits of Carolina 
and Florida was referred to the determination of 
plenipotentiaries, fo that the colony of Georgia, 
which undoubtedly belonged to the crown of Great- 
Britain, was left in difpute, while the fettlers 
remained in the mod precarious and dangerous 
iituation. Ic was moved that the merchants ihould 
be heard by their counfel : but the propofal was 
ftrenuoufly oppofed by the miniftry, and rcjeded 
upon a divifion. 

§ XVI. This famous convention, concluded at 
the PardOfOn the fourteenth day of January > 
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BO O K imported , That within fix weeks , to be rcckonisd 
11. from the day on which the ratifications were ex* 
■n»* changed , two minifters plenipotentiaries ftiould meet 
at Madrid , to confer and finally regulate the refpec- 
tive pretenfions of the two crbwns , with relation 
to the trade and navigation in America and Eu- 
rope, and to the limits of Florida and Carolina, as 
well as concerning other points which remained 
likewife to be adjufted according to the former 
treaties fubfiftihg between the two nations: That 
the plenipotentiaries fhould finiffa their conferences 
within the fpace of eight months: That in the 
mean time no progrefs fliould be made in the 
fortifications of Florida and Carolina: That his 
Catholic Majefty fhould pay to the King of Great- 
Britain the fum of ninety-five thoufand pounds, for a 
balance due to the crown and fubjeds of Great Bri- 
tain , after dedudlion made of the demands of the 
crown and fubjeds of Spain : That this fum (hould 
be employed for the fatisfadlion , difcharge^ and pay* 
ment of the demands of the Britifli fubjcds upon 
the crown of Spain : That this reciprocal difcharge , 
however, fhould not extend or relate to the accounts 
and differences which fubfifted and were to be 
fettled between the crown of Spain and the aflfiento- 
company , nor to any particular or private con* 
trads that might/ubfift between either of the two 
crowns, or their minifters, with the fubjedls'of 
the other ; or between the fubjedls and fubjeds 
of each nation refpedively : That his Catholic 
Majefty fhould caufe the fum of ninety -five 
thoufand pounds to be paid at London within 

four 
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four months, to be reckoned from the day on which chap. 
the ratifications were exchanged. Such was the fob- v t. 
fiance of that convention, which alarmed and pro vo- '^**- 
ked the merchants and traders of Great-Britain , ex- 
cited the indignation of all thofe who retained any 
regard for the honor of their country , andraifeda 
general cry iigainft the minifter who flood at the 
helm of adminiftration. 

$ XVn. 1 he eyes of the whole kingdom were 
now turned upon theHoufe of Commons. The two 
contending parties fummoned their whole force for 
the approaching difpute : on the day appointed for 
confidering the convention , four hundred members 
had taken their feats by eight in the morning. In a 
committee ofthe whole Houfe, certain Weft-India 
merchants and planters were heard againft the con- 
vention: fo that this and the following day were 
employed in reading papers and obtaining informa- 
tion. On the eighth day of March Mr. H, Walpole 
having launched out in the praife of that agreement , 
moved for an addrefs of approbation to his majefty. 
He was fcconded by Mr. Campbell , of Pcra- 
brokeihire ; and the debate began which extraor- 
dinary ardor. He who firft diftinguifhed himfelf 
in the lifts was Sir Thomas Sanderfon , at that / 
time treafurer to the Prince of Wales, afterwards 
Earl of Scarborough. All the officers and adherents 
of his royal highnefs had joined the oppofition ; 
and he himfelf on this occafion fat in the gallery , 
to hear the debate on fuch'an important tranfadion, 
Sir Thomas Sanderfon obferved, that the Spa- 
niards by the convention , inftead of giving ws 

Vol. IV. H 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



98 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK reparation, had obliged us to give thera a general 
11. reJeafe. They had not allowed the word Satisfac- 
173a- . tion to be fo much as once mentioned in the treaty. 
Even the SpaniQi pirate who had cut off the ear 
of Captain Jenkins', and ufed the moftinful ting ex- 
prefljon towards thepcrfon of the King — an cx- 
preffion which no Britifli fubjed could deqently 
repeat — anexpretfjon which no man that had a regard 
for his fovereign could ever forgive — even this 
fellow lived to enjoy the fruits of his rapine , and 
remained a living teftimony of the cowardly tamenefs 
and mean fubmiffion of Great-Britain ; of tbe 
triumphant haughtinefs, and ftubborn pride of 

' Captain Jenkins was mafter of a Scottini.nMTcbant-fhip 
He was boarded by the captain of a Spanifli guarda»coAa , who 
treated him in the molt barbarous manner* The Spaniards , 
after having rummaged his vefTei for what they called con* 
traband coramodities without finding at^ thing to juftiFy their 
fearch , infult.d Jenkins with the moil opprobrious invedives. 
They tore ofFone of bis ears , bidding him carry it to his King , 
and tell h'm they would fervc him in the fame manner fhould 
an opportunity offer :,they tortured him with the moft fhocking 
cruelty , and threatened him with immediate death. This 
man was examined at the bar of the Houfe of Commons; and 
being asked by a member^ what he thou^t when he found 
himfelf in the hands of fuch barbarians? ^^ I recommended 
' " my fout to God ( faid he ) and my caufe to roy country. '' 
The behaviour of this brave feaman , the fight of his car , 
which was produced , with his account of the indignkies 
^ which had been ottered to the nation and fovereign of Great- 
Britain , filled the whole Houfe with indignation. Jenkins 
ivas afterwards employed in thcfervice ofthe£aiUTndiaconw 
pany : he approved himfelf worthy of his good fortune, in 
along ei^agement with the pirate Angria, during which he 
behaved with extraordinary courage andcondud; andfaved 
hisowA fhip with three ocbers that were under his convoy. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



GE O R GE II. .99 

Spiitii Lord Gage , ont of the moft keen, fpirited, c H A ?.* 
and, farcaflic orators in the Houfe, dated in this vi. 
manner :the account of the latl^fadion obtained from ^738. 
the court of Spain by 'the convention : the loflfes 
fuftained by the Spanilh depredations amounted to 
three hundred and forty thoufand pounds. The com* 
miflary by a (Iroke of his pen , reduced this demand 
to two hundred thoufand pounds j then forty-five 
thoufand were ftruck ofif for prompt payment. He 
next allotted fixty thpufand pounds as the remaining 
part of a debt pretended to be due to Spain , for the 
deftrudion of her fleet by Sir George Byng 4 though 
It appeared by the inftrudions on the tables that 
Spain had been already amply fatisfied on that heaci. 
Thefe dedudlioris reduced the balance to ninety-five 
thoufand pounds; but the King of Spain infilled upoa 
theSouth-Sea company'spaying immediately the fum 
of fixty-eight thoufand pounds ^ as a debt due to hint 
on one head of accounts, though, in other articles, 
his Catholic Majefty was indebted to the company a 
million over and abovq this demands The remainder 
to be paid by Spain did not exceed feven-and-twentjr 
thoufand pounds ^ from which ihe infifjted upon 
deduding whatever (be might have already given ia 
fatisfadion for any of the Briti(h Ibips that had beea 
taken ; and on being allowed the, value of the Sfc. 
Therefa f aSpanifli (hip which had been fcized ia 
the port of Dublin* Mr- W* Pitt, with an energy 
of argument and didion peculiar to himfelf, declaim- 
ed againft the convention, as infecure, unfatisfac- 
tory , and.difhonorable to Great-Britain. Hefaid the 
great national objedioa, the fearcbing of Britilh 
y H * 
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BOOK (hips , was not admitted , indeed , in the preamble; 

IT. but ftood there as the reproacK of the whole, as 

'^38. the ftrongeft evidence of the fatal fubmiffion that 

followed : on the part of Spain , an ufurp^tion , aa 

v^ inhuman tyranny claimed and exercifed over the 
American feas: on the part of England, an undoubt- 
ed right by treaties, and from God and nature de- 
clared andafferted in the refolutions of parliament, 
were now referred to the difcuffion of plenipoten- 
tiaries, upon one and the fame equal foot This, un- 
doubted right was to be difcuffed and regulated ; 
and if to regulate be to prcfcribe rules , as in all 
conftrudion it is , that right was , by the exprefs 
wordsof the convention, to be given up and facrifi. 
Gcd : for it muftceafe tobeany thing from themo- 
mentitisfubmittedtolimitation. IVlr.Lyttclton,with 
equal force and fluency , anfwered the fpeech of 
IVlr. H. Walpoie. " After he had ufed many argu- 
" ments to perfuade us co peace (faid he) to 
' ** any peace, good or bad, by pointing out the 

*' dangers of a war, dangers I by no means allow 
** to be fuch as he reprefents them , he crowned 
^* all thefe terrors with the name of the Pretender. 
" It would be the caufe of the Pretender. The Pretcn- 
^ derwouldcome. Is the honorable gentleman fenfi- 
^ blc what this language imports ? The people 

' ^' of England complain of the greatcft wrongs 
" and indignities : they complain of the interrup- 
" tion, the deftrudlion of their trade: they think 
*' the peace has left them in a worfe condition 
*' than before; and in anfwertp all thefe complaints, 
" what are they told ? Why , that their conti- 
^' nuing to fuffer all this, is the price they muft 
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^ pay to keep the King and his family on the C H A i>» 
•* throne of thefe realms. If this were true , it VI. 
^ ought not to be owned; but it is far from truth; ^P^' 
^' tbc very reverfe is true. Nothing can weaken 
^ the family ; nothing ihake the cftablifbment,^ 
*^ but fuch meafures as thefe , and fuch language 
** as this.'' He affirmed, that if the minifters had 
proceeded conformably to the intentions of par- 
liament, they would either have adled with vigor^ 
or have obtained a real fecurity in an cxprefs ac-» 
knowlcdgment of oiir right not to be fearched , 
as a preliminary, Jine qua non^ to our treating at 
all. Inftead of this they had referred it to 
plenipotentiaries. « Would you, Sir{ faid he )fubmit 
*' to a reference, whether you may travel unmo- 
" lefted from your houfe in town to your houfe 
^ in the country ? Your right is clear aqd unde- 
" niable, why would you have it difcuffed; but much 
^ lefs would you refer it, if two of your judges belong- 
** ed to a gang which has often ftoppcd and robbed 
** you in your way thither before.'' — The minifters, 
in vindication of the convention , afferted, that the 
fatisfadlion granted by Spain was adequate to the in- 
jury received : thatit was only the prdiminary of a 
treaty which would remove all caufes of complaint: 
that war was always expenfive and detrimental to a 
trading nation, as well as uncertain in its events : that 
France and Spain would certainly join their forces in 
cafe of a rupture with Great-Britain : that there was 
not one power in Europe upon which the Englifh 
could depend for efFedual afliftance ; and that war 
would favor the caufe and defigns of a popilh preten- 
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BOOK der. The Houfe, upon a divifion, agreed to the ad- 
II. drefs ; but when a motion was made for its being 
i73«. recoromicted, the two parties renewed the engage* 
ment with redoubled eagernefs and iropetuofity* 
Sir William Wyndhara and Mr. Pulteney poured 
all the thunder of their eloquence againft the info- 
lence of Spain , and the conceffions of the Britifii 
ininiftry. Sir Robert Walpole exerted all his for* 
titude and dexterity in defence of himfelf. gnd^fais 
meafures, and the queftion being put, the refolu- 
tions for the addrefs were carried by a fmall 
majority. > \ 

$ XVIII. Then Sir William Wyndham (land, 
ing up , made a pathetic remonflxance upon 
this determination. ^ This addrefs ((aid he) 
** is intended to convince mankind , that the 
*^ treaty under our confideration is a reafonable 

N ^ and an honorable treaty. But if a majority 

^ of twenty r eight in fuch a full Houfe fliould 
^ fail of that fuccefs; if the people fhould not 
^ implieitly rcfign their reafon to a vote of this 
^ Houfe, what will be the confequence ? Will 
^ not the parliament lofe its authority ? Will it 
^ not be thought, that even in the parliament 
^ we are governed by a fadion ? and what the 
** confequenqe of this may be, I leave to thofc 
^* gentjlemen to cbnfider , who are now to give 
^ their vote for this addrefs : for my own part , 
" I will trouble you no more ; but , with thefc 
^^ my laft words, 1 fmccrely pray to Almighty 
^* God , who has fo often wonderfully proteded 
*' thefc kingdoms, that he will gracioufly . con- 
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• tinue his protedion over thc;ra, by prefcrving c H A P« 
*^ u$ from that impending danger which* threatens vi. 
** the nation froni without , and likewife from. *«'Ji* 
** that impending danger which threatens our 
^ conftitution frogn within. " The miniftcr was 
on this occafion defertcd by Jiis ufual temper, 
'and even provoked into perlonal abufe. He 
declared , that the gentleman who was dow the 
mouth of his opponents bad been looked upoa 
as the head of thofe traitors, who twenty. five 
years before confpired the deftrudion of their . 
country and of the royal family, in order to fet 
a popifl) pretender upon the throne : that he was 
feized by the vigilance of thethepgovernment^ and 
pardoned by its clemency, but all the uie he 
had ungratefully made of that clemency, was to 
qualify htmfelf according to law, that he and his 
party might feme time or other have an oppor- 
tunity to overthrow all Jaw. He branded them 
all as traitors, and cxprcffed his hope, that their 
behaviour would unite all the true friends of the 
prcfent happy eftablifhment. To fuch a degree of 
mutual animofity were both fides inflamed, that 
the moft eminent members of the minority 
adually retired from parliament; and were by the 
ration in general revered as martyrs to the liberty 
of the people. ^ 

J XIX. . The difpute occafioned by the con* 
vention in theHoufeof Lords, was maintained with 
equal warmth , and perhaps with more abilities. 
After this famous treaty had been confidered. 
Lord Cjirteretfuggefted thatpoffibly one of the con- 

H4 
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BOOK trading powcrfi had prefented a proteR cr declaration, 
ij. importingfhatfheaccedc^cl tofuch orfucha meafure, 
oi)ly upoD condition that the terms of that proteft or 
declaration fhould be made good. He faid, thatun- 
til his mind fliould be free frona the raoft diflant 
fufpicioa that fuch a paper might exill in the pre- 
fent cafe, he could not form a juft opinion of the 
tr.infadion hirafelf, nor communicate to their lord* 
Ihips any light which might be neccffary for that 
puipofe. The adherents to the miniflry endeavoured 
to evade his curioftty in . this particular, by general 
aflertions : but he infiftcd on bis fufpician v^ith fuch 
perfeverance, that at length the miqiftry produced 
the copy of a declaration made by the King of Spain 
before he ratified the convention, fignifying that his 
Catholic Majefty reierved to hirafelf, in its full force 
the right of being abk to fufpend the afficnto of 
negroes in cafe the company fliould i\ot pay 
within a fliort time the fum of fixty-eight tfaou^ 
fand pounds flerling, owing to Spain on the duty 
of, negroes, or on the profit of thefhip Caroline: 
That under the validity and force of this pro- 
teft, the figning of the faid convention might be 
proceeded on , and in no other manner. In the 
debate that cnfued , Lord Carteret difplayed a 
furprifing extent of political knowledge, recom- 
mended by all the graces of elocution , chafle , 
pure, dignified, and delicate. Lord Bathurft argu- 
ed againft the articles of convention with his 
ufua) fpirit, integrity, and goodfenfe , particularly 
animated by an honefl indignation , which the 
wrongs of his country bad infpired. The Earl of 
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Chefterfield attacked this inglorious meafure vrith CH4f« 
all the weight of argument, and all the poignancy vu 
of fatire. The Duke of Argyle, no longer a *'*•• 
partifan of the minidry , inveighed againft it as 
infamous, treacherous, and deftrudivc, with all 
the fire, impetuofity, and enthufiafm of declamation. 
It was defended with unequal arms by the Duke 
of Newcaftle, the Earl of Cholmondely, Lord 
Hervey , the Lord Chancellor, the biihop of • 

Salifbury , and in particular by the Earl of liay, 
a nobleman of extenfive capacity and uncoqaroon 
erudition ; remarkable for his knowledge of tht civil 
law , and fcemingly formed by nature for a politi* 
cian; cool, difcerning , plaufible , artful, and enter- 
priQng; (launch to the minifter, and invariably true 
t6 his ownintereft. The difputc was learned, long, 
and obftinate: but ended as ufualjn the difcomfiture 
of thofewbohad (ligmatiied the treaty. TheHoufe 
agreed to ant addrels , in which they thanked his 
Majefty for his gracious condefcenfion in laying, 
before them the convention. They acknowledged 
his great prudence in bringing the demands of his 
lubjeds for their paft loOes, which had been fo 
long depending, to a final adjuftment; in procuring 
an exprcfs ftipulation for a fpeedy payment ; and in 
laying a. foundation for accomplrfltiing the great 
and defirable ends of obtaining future fecurity , 
and preferving the peace between the two 
nations. They declared their confidence in his 
royal wifdom, that in the treaty to be concluded 
in purfuance of the convention , proper provifions 
would be made for the redrcfs of the grievances 
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BOOK of which the nation bad fo juftly complained': 
lit They affurcd bis Majcfty, that in cafe bis juft 
expedations fhould not be anfwered, the Houfc 
would heartily and zcaloufly concur in all fuch 
ineafurcs as Ihould be ncceffary to vindicate his 
IVlajefty's honor, and to preferve to bis fubjeds 
tbe full enjoyment of all thofe rights to which 
they were entitled by treaty and the law of na- 
tions. This ,was a bard- won vidory. At the 
head of thofe who voted againft the addrefs we 
find the Prince, of Wales, flis example was fol. 
lowed by fix dukes, two -and -twenty carls , four 
vifcounts , eighteen barons , four bilbops , and their 

•a. ir$9f party was re-enforced by fixtecn proxies. A fpi- 
rited proteft was entered and fubfcribed by nine* 
and-thirty peers, comprehending all the noblemen 
of the kingdom who Wf re moft eminent for their 
talents, integrity, and virtue. 

J XX A meflage having been delivered to the 
Houfc from hi$ Majefty , importing, That he had 
fettled nine-and-thirty thoufand pounds per annum 
on the younger children of the royal family ; and 
dcfiring their lordlbips would bring in a bill -to 
enable his Majefty to make that provifion good , 
out of the hereditary revenues of the crown, 
fomc lords in the oppofition obferved that the 
next heir to the crown might look upon this 
fettlement as a mortgage of his revenue, which 
a parliament had no power to make : that formerly 
BO daughter of the royal family was ever provided 
for by parliament , except the eldeft , and that never 
Vras by way of annuity, but an exprefs provifion 
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of a determinate fum of money paid by way of c H A F» 
dowry, Thcfe obje<aions were over-ruled ; and vu 
the Houfc 'complied with his Majefty's requeft. ^78>» 
Then the Duke of Newcaftle produced a fubfidy- 
treaty, by which his Majefty obliged himfelf to 
pay to the King of Denmark fevcnty thoufand pounds 
per annum , oa condition of the Dane'i furniibing 
to his Britannic Majefty a body of fix thoufand 
xpcn , when demanded. At the fame time, his grace ) 

delivered a meffage from the King, dcfiring the 
Houfe would enable him to fulfil this engagement; 
and alfo to raife what money and troops the 
exigency of affairs , during the approaching recefs, 
might require. Another vehement difpute arofc from 
this propofal. With refped to the treaty, Lord 
Carteret obferved , that no ufe could be made of 
the Danifli troops in any expedition undcrtakea 
^pinft Spain, becaufe it was ftipulated in the 
treaty that they ihould not be ufed either in Ita- 
ly, or on board of the fleet, or be tranfportcd in 
whole or in part beyond fea, after they ibould 
have marched out of the territories of Den- 
mark, except for the defence of the kingdoms 
of Great- Britain and Ireland: nay, (bould France 
join againft the Englifh , the Danes could not adt 
ag^inft that power or Spain , except as part of 
an array formed in Germany or Flanders. This bo- 
dy of Danes may by faid, therefore^ to have 
been retsiined for the defence and prptedion 
of Hanover : or , if the intereft of Britain was at 
all confulted in the treaty, it muft have been in 
preventing the Danes from joining their fleets to 
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* ^ O K tbofe of France and Spain. Then he argued againft 
*'• the fecond part of the nieflage with great vivacity. 
He faid nothing could be more dangerous to. the 
conftitution than a general and unlimited vote of 
credit. Such a demand our anceftors woiild have 
heard with amazement, and rejeded with fcorn* 
He affirmed that the pradice was but of modern 
date in England : that it was never heard of before 
the Revolution ; and never became frequent until 
the nation was blefied with the prefent wife 
adminidration. He faid , if ever a general vote of 
credit and confidence flbould become a cuftomary 
compliment from the parliament to the crown at 
the end of every feflion, or as often as the minifter 
might think fit to defire it , parliaments would 
grow defpicable in the eyes of the people : then a 
proclamation might be eafily f^bftituted in its 
Aead, and happy would it be for the nation if 
that fhould be fufficient; for when a parliament 
ceafes to be a check upon minifters , it becomes 
an ufelefs and unneceffary burden on the people. 
The reprefentatives muft always be paid fome way 
or other: if their wages are not paid openly and 
furely by their refpedive conftituents , as they were 
formerly, a majority of them may in future times 
be always ready to accept of wages from the 
adminiftratiouj and thefe muft come out of the pockets 
of the people. The Duke of Argyle and the Earl of 
Chefterfield enlarged upon the fame topics. Neveiv 
thelefs, the Houfe complied with the meffage; and 
prefentcd an addrefs, in which they not only approv- 
ed of the treaty with Denmark , but likewife aflfured 
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hisMajefty they would concur with his meafures, c ha'f. 
and fupport him in fulfilling his engagements , as vi. 
well as in making fuch further augmentation of '^^** 
his forces by fea and land , as he fhould think 
nccelTary for the honor, intereft, and fafety of 
thefe kingdoms. 

$ XXI. The fame meflage being communicated 
to the Commons, they voted feventy thoufand five 
hundred and eighty -three pounds, for the fubfidy 
to Denmark , and five hundred thoufand pounds for 
augmenting the forces on any emergency. As 
Great • Britain flood engaged by the convention to 
pay to the crown of Spain the fum of fixty thoufand 
pounds in confideration of the fliips taken and ^ 

dcftroyed by Sir George Byng, which fum was 
to be applied to the relief of the Britifh merchants 
who hadfuffcred by the Spanifh depredations, the» 
Commons inferted in a bill a claufe, providing 
for this fum to be paid by the parliament. When 
the bill was read in the Houfe of Lords a motion 
was made by Lord Bathurft for an addrefs, to know, 
whether Spain had paid the money ftipulated by 
the convention , as the time limited for the payment 
of it was ncfw expired ? The Duke of Newcaftle, 
by his Majefty's permifllon^ acquainted the Houfe , 
that it was not paid ; and that Spain had as yet 
given no reafon for the non-payment. Then a 
day was appointed to confider the ftate of the 
nation , when Lord Carteret moved for a tefolution , 
that the failure of Spain in this particular was a 
breach of the convention, a high indignity to 
his Majefty , and an injuftice to the nation : but , 
after a warm debate, this motion was over-ruled 
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BOOK ^y ^^^ majority. The minifter , in order to atone 
jj^ in fome noeafure for the unpopular ftep be tad taken 
iU% in the convention , allowed a falutary, law to 
pafs for the encouragenient of the woollen manu* 
fadure ; and two bills in behalf of the fugar-eolonies, 
one permitting them , for a limited time , to export 
their produce diredly to foreign parts, under proper 
reftridionsj and the other making more effedual 
provifions for fecuring the duties laid upon the import 
tation of foreign fugars, rum, and melaffes into Great* 
Briuin, and his Majefly's plantations in America. 
The, fupplies being voted, the funds eftabliihed, and 
the crown gratified in every particular, the King 
^ clofed the feflion with a fpeech on the fourteenth 

day ot June, when the Chancellor in his Majefty's 
name prorogued the parliament *. 

$ XXII. Letters of marque and reprifal were 
granted ^ainft the Spaniards 2 a piomotion was made 
of general -officers: the troops were augmented: 
"" * Among the laws cnacfted in the courfe of this feflion 

ivas an ad againft gaming, which had become univerial through 
all ranks of people, and likely to prove deftruAive of all morals, 
Induftry , and fcntiment. Another bill pafled , for graijting a 
tewar^ to Joanna Stevens , on her difcovering , for the benefit 
of the public, anoftrum for the cure of perfons afflided with 
the ftone ; a medicine whhh has by no ineans anfwered the 
expectations of the legiflature^ 

In the Hou'c of Lords complaint was inade by Lord Delawar 
6fa fatire, entitled Manners, written by Mr.\^hitehead; 
in ^Hich fome charaders of diffinc'Son were feverely lafhed , 
in the tfue ffiirit of poetry. It was voted a libel ; a motion 
Was made to take the author into cuftody : but he having with- 
drawn himfclf, the refentment ofthc Houfefell upon R. Dodfley, 
tbcpubliflier of the work, who was committed to theuiher of 
the black-rod, though Lord Carteret , the Earl ofAbibedon, 
andLdtd Talbot , fpoke la bis beha^ 
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a great fleet was affcmbled at Spithcad ; a re-cnforcc- c H A f • 
ment fent oujt to Admiral Haddock ; and an embargo vi. 
laid on all merchant-fhips outward bound. Notwith- >7»t* » 
flaoding thefe preparations of war, Mr. Kccn^ the 
Britifly minifter at Madrid, declared to the court 
of Spain, that his matter, although he had permitted 
his fubjeds to make reprifals, woufd not be under* 
flood to have broken the peace; and that this permit 
fion would be recalled as foon as his Catholic 
IVlajefty fhould be difpofed to make the fatisfadion 
which bad been fojuftly demanded. He wasgiveav 
to underftand, that the King of Spain looked upon 
thofe reprifals as ads of hoftility; and that he hoped, 
with the affiftance of heaven and his allies, he fiiould s 

be able to fupport a good caufe againft his adverfaries. 
He publiOied a manifefto injuftification of his own 
condudt, complaining that Admiral Haddock had 
received orders to cruife with his fquadroii between 
the capes St. Vincent and St. Mary, in order to 
furprife the aflbgue Ihips ; that letters of reprifal 
had been publiihed at London, in an indecent ftyle 
and even carried into execution in different parts of 
the world. He excufed his non-payment of the 
ninety-five thoufand pounds ftipulated in the 
convention , by affirming that the Britifli court 
had firft contravened the articles of that treaty, 
by the orders fent to Haddock; by continuing 
to fortify Georgia; by re-enforcing the fquadron 
at Jamaica; and by eluding the payment of the fixty- 
eight thoufand pounds due to Spain from the South- 
Sea Company, on the aflCento for negroes. The French 
ambaflador at the Hague, declared that the Xing his 
mafter was obliged by treaties to aflift his Catholic 
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lOOK Majefty byfeaandland, in cafe he fhould be attacked; 
II. hcdiflfuaded the States-General from cfpoufingthe 
1739. quarrel of Great-Britain; and they affurcd him they 
would obferve aftridl neutrality, though they could 
notavoidfurnifhinghisBritannic-Majcfty with fuch 
fuccours as he could demand, by virtue of the treaties 
fubfifting between the two powers. The people of 
England were infpired with uncommon alacrity at the 
near profped of war, for which they had fo long 
clamored and the miniftry feeing it unavoidable, bc- 
^an to be earned and effelftual in their preparations. 
$ XXIIL The events of war were ftill unfavor- 
able to the Emperor. He had beftowed the command 
of his army upon Felt-raarefchal Count Wallis, 
who aflembled his forces in the neighbourhood of 
Belgrade , and advanced towards Crotflca, where he 
was attacked by the Turks with fuch impetuofity and 
perfeverance, that he was obliged to give ground , 
afteralongandobftinateengagement, in which heloft 
above fix thoufandmen. The Earl of Crawford, who 
fervedas a volunteer in the Imperial army, fignalized 
his courage in an extraordinary manner on thisocca- 
fion, and received a dangerous wound, of which he 
neverperfedlly recovered. TheTurkswereafterwards 
worded at Jabouka ; neverthclefs, their grand army 
inverted Belgrade on the fide of Servia, and carried on 
the operations of the fiege with extraordinary vigor. 
The Emperor, dreading the lofs of this place, feeing his 
finances exhaufted, and his army confiderably dimini* 
flhed, confented to a negociation for peace, which was 
tranfadlcd under the mediation of the French ambaffa- 
dor at the Ottoman Porte. The Court de Neuperg, as 

Imperial 
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Imperial plenipotentiary, figncd the preliminaries on c H A P* 
th$ tirft day of September. They were ratified by yj 
the Emperor, though he pretended to be diffatisfied 173^ 
with the articles , and declared that his minifter had 
exceeded his poxVers. By this treaty the Houfe of 
Aullria ceded to the Grand Signor Belgrade , Sabatz^ 
Servia, Auftrian Walachia , the iOe and fortre(s of 
Orfova , with the fort of St. Elifabeth ; and the con- 
trading powers agreed that the Danube and the 
Saave flhould ferve as boundaries to the two empires^ 
The Emperor publiflied a circular letter ^ addrefled 
to his mimfters at all the courts in Europe , blaming 
Count Wallis for the bad fuccefs of the laft cam- ' 
paign , and difowning the negociatioris of CounC 
Neuperg ; nay / thefe two officers were adually 
difgraced, and confined in different caftles. Thisj 
however , was no other than a facrificc to the re* 
fentment of the Czarina, who loudlf complained^ 
that the Emperor had concluded a fcparate peace ^ . 
contrary to his engagements with the Ruffian empire^ 
Her general , Count Munich , had obtained 21 
vidlory over the Turks at Choczim in Moldavia/ 
and made himfelf mafter of that place, in which 
he found two hundred pieces of artillery : but 
the country was fo ruined by the ineurfions of 
the Tartars , that the Mufeovites could not 
fubfift in , it during the winter. The Czarina 
finding herfelf abandoned by the Emperor, and 
unable to cope with the whole power of the Ot- 
tomati empire , took the fir ft opportunity of put- 
ting an end to the war upon honorable terms. 
After af (hoTtnegociation, the conferences ended irt 
Vol. IV. I 
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o K a treaty, by which (he was left in poffeffion of Afoph, 
II, on condition that its fortifications (hould be demolifti- 
*Wf- cd ; and the ancient limits were rc-eflablifhed be- 
tween the two empires. 

$ XXIV. A rupture between Great Britain and 
Spain was now become inevitable. The Englifti 
fquadron in the IVIeditcrranean had already made 
prize of two rich Caracca (hips. The King had iffued 
orders for augmenting his land-forces, andraifinga 
body of marines : and a great number of fhipsof war 
were put in comraiffion. Admiral Vernon had been 
fentcothe Weft-Indie?, toaflume the command of the 
fquadron in thofe feas; and to annoy the trade and fet- 
tlemcnts of the Spaniards. This gentleman had ren- 
dered himfelf confiderablc in the Houfe of Con mons, 
by loudly condemning all the roeafures of the mi- 
i)iftry,andbluntly fpeakinghis fentiments , whatever 
they wer^, without refpedlof perfons, and foraetimes 
. without any regard to decorum. He was counted a 
good officer, and this boifterous manner feemed to 
enhance his charader. As he had once commanded a 
fquadron in Jamaica, he was perfedly well acquaint- 
ed with thofe feas; and in a debate upon the Spanilh 
depredations, he chanced to affirm, that Porto-Bello 
on die Spanifb main might be eafily taken : nay , he 
even undertook to reduce it with fix ihips only. 
This offer was echoed from the mouths of all the 
members in the oppafition. Vernon was extolled 
as another Drake or Raleigh : be became the 
idol of a party , and his praife refounded from 
all corners of the kingdom. The minifter , in 
order to appeafe the clamors of the people on 
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this fubjcdl , fcnt hffti as a coftmatidef Ui chief td OHk F. 
the Weft-Indies. He was pleafed with an opponunity yi^ 
to remove fuch a troublefome cenfor from the 1739. 
Houfe of Cdmmons ; and perhaps he was ndt 
without hope, that Vernon would difgrace hini. 
felfand his party , by failing in the exploit fee had 
tindertakerf* His Catholic Majcfty having Order- 
ed aU the Britifli Ihips ii;! his harbours io he 
feized*afid detained , the King of England would 
keep meafUres with hirti no longer » but dcnouri- 
ced war againft ^inli On the twenty-third day of 
Odiobcr. Many Englifh merchants began to 
eqfuip privateers, and arm their trading i^eftels^ 
to proted their own cooime^ce ^' as well as to 
diftfefs that of the enenty. The fcffidn of parlia^ 
roent was opened in November , whcrt the King , iri 
his fpeech to both Houfes, declared that he bad 
augmented his forces by fea and fanfd, purfuan£ 
to the power vefted irf hirtr by parliacfient for thtf 
fecurity of his dominicrns, the prot^dtiort of trade, 
and the annoyance of the enemy; and he cxpre& 
fed his apprdicnfiort, that the heats and anim'o(i« 
ties \^hich had beeiT induftfioufty fomen^tej 
tt]rotighofut the kingdom encouraged Spain to adi 
in fuch a manner as rendered it neceflary fot 
him to hav6 recourfe to atm.< In arnfwer tor 
this fpeech ^ affefdlionate addreffcd were prefenly 
cd by both Houfcs^ wither any confiderablw 
Ojypcrfition. 

$ XXV. The feccdirtg meitibefs had again rtf. 
fomcd theif feats in the Houfe of Cohiraonyj 
and Mr. Fttlteney thought proper to viodiGatf 
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BOOK th« extraordinary ftcp 'which' they had taken. 
II. Hefaid, they thought that ftcp was neceffary a$ 

^'^^*' affairs then flood, for clearing their charaders to 
pofterity from the imputation of fitting in an 
aOembly where a determined majority gave a 
£andtion to meafures evidently to the difgracc 
' of his IVlajcfty and the nation. He obfcrved , 
that their condudl W4is fo fully juftified by the 
declaration of war againft Spain , that any fbrther 
., vindication would be fuperfluous; for every affcr- 
tion contained in it had been aimoft in the fame 
vrords infifted upon by thofe who oppofed the 
convention : ** Every fentence in it ( aded he ) 
** is an echo of what was faid in ourreafonings 
^ againft that treaty : every pofitive truth which 
** the declaration lays down was denied with 
** the utmoft confidence by thofe . who fpoke 
^ for the convention ; and fince that time , 
* there has not one event happened which was 
*' not then forefeen and foretold. " He propof- 
cd, that in' maintaining the war, the Spanifh fettle- 
naents in the Weft-Indies fbould be attacked ; and 
that the miniftry fhould not have the power to 
give up the conquefts that might be made. He 
faid he heartily wifhed , for his Majefty's honor 
and fervice, that no mention had been made of 
heats and animofities in the King's fpeech ; and 
gave it as his opinion, that they fhould take no 
notice of that' claufe in their addrefs. He w^s 
anfwered by Sir Robert Walpole , who took 
occafion to fay , he was in no great concern left 
the fervice of his Majefty or the nation fhould 
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fuffcir by the abfcncc of thofc members who had c H A F. 
quitted the Houfe : he affirmed the nation was vi. 
generally fenfible, that the many ufeful and popu- ^7'^' 
lar ads whith paffed towards the end of the laft 
feflion were greatly forwarded atid facilitated by 
the feceffion of thofc gentlemen ; and if they 
were returned only to oppofe and perplex , 
he fliould not be at all forry to fee them fecede 
again. 

$ XXVI. Mr. Pulteney revived the bill which 
he had formerly prepared for the encouragement 
of feamen. After a long difpute , and eager op. 
pofition by the miniftry, it paffed both Houfes^ 
and obtained the royal affent. Mr. Sandys having 
obferved, that there could be no immediate ufe 
for a great number of forces in the kingdom; 
and explained how little fcrvicc could be expedl* 
ed from raw and undifciplined men*, propofed an 
addrefs to the King, defiring that the body of 
marines (hould be compofed of drafts from the 
old regiments : that as few officers Ihould be ap- 
pointed as the nature* of the cafe would permit ; 
and he expreffed his hope, that the Houfe would 
recommend this method to his Majefty , in tender 
compaffion to his people, already burdened with 
many heavy and grievous taxes. This fcheme was re- 
pugnant to the intention of the miniftry, whofe 
aim was to increafe the number of their dependants, 
and extend their parliamentary intereft, by granting 
a great number of commiflions. The propofal 
was, therefore, after a long debate, rejcded by 
the majomy. Motions were made for an 
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i O X inquiry into the condud^ <)f thofe who concluded the 
II. ponvention ; but they were over-ruled. The 
IW. penfion-bill was revived, apd fo powerfully fup- 
portedby the eloquence pf Sir William Wyndham, 
Mr. Pu)t?ney, and Mr. Lyttclton, that it made 
its way through the Conimons to the Upper Houfe , 
where it was again loft, upon a divifion, after a 
very long debate. A$ the fcamen of the kingdom 
exprefffsd uncommon averfion to the fcrvice of 
the governo^ent, and the fleet pould not be man- 
ned without great dif^culty , the miniftry prepared 
a bill, which was brppght in by Sir Cbarjes Wager, 
tor r^giftering all feamen, waterrpen, fifhermen, "and 
lighttrmep, throughout his IVlajefly's dominions. 
Had this bill pafled intp a law, a BritiQi failor would 
have been reduced to the |:poft abjed degree of 
flayery : bad he removed from a certain diftrid al- 
lotted for the p^ce of his ref^dence, he would have been 
deenoed a deferter , 4nd punifbed accordingly : he 
tnuft have appeared, when lumiponed , at all ha- 
jtards, whatevier might have been the circumftance$ 
of his family , or the ftate pf his private affairs : 
bad he been encumbered with debt , he mull either 
have incurred the penalties of tkis law, or lain at the 
inercy of his creditors : had be acquired by induftry , 
or received by inheritance, an ample fortune, he 
would have been liable to be torn from his poffeflions, 
and fqbjeded to hardfhips which no man would 
endure bqt from the fenfe of fear or indigence. 
The bin was fo vigoroufly opppfed by Sir John 
Barnard and others , asa^agrant encroachment on 
tlie liberties of the people , that tl^e Hotffe reje(3e4 
it on the (ecoad reading, 
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i XXVII. The King having by raefTage communi- CHAP. 
cated to the Houfe his intention of difpofing the VI. 
Princefs IVIary in marriage to Prince Frederic of *^^^* 
Heffe ; and expreflCng his hope , that the Cpnnmons 
would enable him to give a^fuitable portion to bis 
daughter; they unaninaoufly rffolved to grant forty 
thoufand pounds for that purpofe ; and prefentedaa 
addrefs of thanks to his IVlajefty, for having communi* 
caed to the Houfe this intended marriage. On the 
thirteenth day of iMarch a (hip arrived from the Weft* 
Indies , difpatchcd by Admiral Vernon , with an 
account of his having taken Porto- Bello, on the 
iflbmusof Darien, with fix (hips only, and demo- 
Ji(hed all the fortification^ of the place. The Sp mards 
acfted wichfuch pufillanimity on this occafion , that 
their forts were taken almoft without bloodQicd. 
The two Houfes of parliament joined in an addrefs of 
congratulation upon this fuccefs of his IVIajefty's 
arms ; and the nation in general was WonderfulJy 
elated by an exploit which was magnified much 
above its merit. The Commons granted everything 
the crown thought proper to demand. They 
provided for eight • and • twenty thoufand land., 
forces, befides fix thoufand marines. They enabled . 
his Majefty to^equip a very powerful oavy: they 
voted the fubfidy to the King of Denmark; and 
they empowered their fovcreign to defray certain 
extraordinary expenfes not fpectfied in theeOimates^ 
To anfwer tbefe uncommon grants , they impofed 
a land - tax of four fbiliings in the pound ; and 
enabled his Majefty to deduA twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds from the finking fund ; in a 

I4 
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BOOK word, the cxpcnfe of the war , during the coorfe 
11^ of the enfuing year , amounted to about four mil- 
lions. The feflion was clofed on the twenty- 
ninth day of April , when the King thanked the 
Commons for the fopplies they had fo liberally 
granted , and recommended union and moderation 
to both Houfes. 

in. 1740. $ XXVIII. During the greateft part of this winter, 
the pbor had been grievoufly afflided in confequence 
of a fevcre froft, which began at Chriftmas and 
continued till the latter end of February. The river 
Thames was covered with fuch a cruft of ice, that 
a multitude of people dwelled upon it in tents, and 
a great number of booths were ereded for the en- 
tertainment of the populace. The navigation was 
entirely (lopped : the watermen and fiftiermen were 
difabled from earning a livelihood : the fruits of 
the earth were deftroyed by the cold , which was 
fo extreme, that many perfons were chilled to 
death ; and this calamity was the more deeply 
felt, as the poor could not a£ford to fupply them- 
felves with coals and fuel , which were advanced 
in price, in proportion to the feverity and conti- 
, nuance of the froft. The lower clafs of laborers, 
who worked in the open air, were now deprived 
of all means of fubfiftence many kinds of manufac- 
ture were laid afide, becaule it was found imprac- 
ticable tocarrry them on. The prjce of all forts 
of provifion rofe almoft to a dearth : even water 
was fdld in the ftreets of London. In this (eafon 
of diftrefs , many wretched families muft have 
perifhed by cold and hunger , had not thofe of ^ 
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opulent fortunes been infpired with a remarkable c H A F* 
fpirit of jcompaffion and humanity. Nothing can vi. 
more reddund to the honor of the Englifh nation , «74<>» 
than did thofe inftances of benevolence and 
vrell conduced charity which were then exhi- 
bited. The liberal hand was not only opened 
to the profeffed beggar, and the poor that owned 
their diftrefs : but uncommon pains were taken 
to find out and relieve thofe more unhappy 
objeds, who from motives of falfe pride, or in- 
genuous ihame , 4 endeavoured to conceal their 
mifcry. Thcfe were affifted almoft in their own 
defpite. The folitary habitations of the widow, 
the fatherlefs , and the unfortunate , were vifited 
by the beneficent, who felt for the woes of their 
fellow-creatures; and, to fuch as refufed to receive 
a portion of the public charity, the neceffaries 
©f life were privately conveyed, in fuch a 
manner as could leaft ihock the delicacy of their 
difpofitions. 

§ XXIX. In the beginning of May, the King 
of Great-Britain fet out for Hanover, ^ftcr having 
appointed a regency, and concerted vigorous 
meafures for diftrefTmg the enemy. In a few 
days after his departure, the fpoufals of the 
Princefs Mary were celebrated by proxy, the 
Duke of Cumberland reprefenting the Prince of 
HefTe, and in June the Princefs embarked for the . 
continent. About the fame tinne, a floop an^ived 
in England with difpatches from Admiral Vernon , 
who, fince bis adventure at Porto*Bello, had bon> 
barded Carthagena , and taken the fort of San Loren- 
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BOOK zo, on the river of Chagre , in the neighbourhood 
II, of his former conqucft. This month was likewife 
^74Qp marked by the death of his Pruffian Majefty , a 
prince by no means remarkable for great or 
amiable qualities. He was fucceeded on the throne 
by Frederic his eldefl fon^ the late king of that 
realm, who has fo eminently diftinguilhed himfelf as 
a warrior and legiflacor. In Augud the King of 
Great-Britain concluded a treaty with the Land- 
grave of Heffe, whb engaged to furnifli him with 
a body of fix thoufand men ipr four years, in 
confideration of an anniial fubfidy of two hundred 
and fifty thoufand crowns. 

§ XXX. Mean while , preparations of war were ' 
vigoroufly carried on by the miniftry in England. 
They had wifely refolved to annoy the Spaniards 
in their American poffcffions. Three (hips of war 
cruifing in the bay of Bifcay, fell in with a 
large Spaoifli fliipof the line (Irongly manned, and 
took her after a very obftinate engagement: but the 
afTogue A)ips arrived, with thetreafure, in Spain, 
riotwithftanding the vigilance of the Englifh com* 
manders , who were Rationed in a certain latitude 
to intercept that flota. One camp was formed on 
Hounflow-heath ; and fix thoufand marines lately 
levied were encamped on the ifle of Wight, in 
order to be embarked for the Weft-Indies. In- 
telligence being received that a ftrong fquadron 
of Spanifli fhips of war waited at Fcrrol for orders 
to {ail to their American fcttlemcnts, Sir John Nor- 
ris failed with a powerful fleet from Spithead, to 
difpute their voyage ; and the Duke of Cumberland 
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fcrved in pcrfon as a volunteer in this expedition: chap. 
but, after divers fruitlefs efforts, be was by contrary Vi. 
winds obliged to lie inadlive for the greateft *7*^* 
part of the fumnier in Torbay ; and, upon advice 
that the French and Spanifb fquadrons bad failed 
tp the Weft-Indies in conjundion, the defign 
againft Ferrol was wholly laid afide. In Scptem- 
bcr, a ftpall fquadron of fhips, commanded by 
Commodore Anfon, fet fail for the Southfea^ 
in order to ad ag^inft the enemy on the coaft of 
Chili and Peru , and co-operate occafionally with 
Admiral Vernon acrofs the ifthmus of Darien. 
The fcheme was well laid , but ruined by unne» 
cefTary delays^ and upforefeen accident^ But 
the hopes of the nation centered chiefly in a 
formidable aripamept dcfigped for the northern 
coaft of new Spain, and his Catholic Majefty*^ 
other fettlements on that fide of the Atlantic^ 
Commiflions had been iflued for raifing a regiment 
pf four battalions in the Englifh colonies of North* 
An^erica , that they might be tranfported to Ja^ 
niaica , and join the forces from England. Thefe ^ 
confifting of the marines , and detachments from 
fome old regiments , were embarked in 0(ftobe^ 
at the ifle of Wight, under the command, of 
Lord Cathcart , a nobleman of approved honor ^ 
^nd great experience in the art of war ; and they 
failed under convoy of Sir Chalonor Ogle, with 
a fleet of feven-and-twenty (hips of the line, be- 
sides frigates, fire-fhips , bomb-ketches , and tenders. 
They were likewife furniftied with hofpicaMbips, 
f^i)d ftoretOiips , lad^n with provifion » ammunition , all 
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BOOK forts of warlike implements , and every kind of 
II- convenience. Nevex was an armament more com- 
'^♦°' pletely equipped; and never had the nation more 
reafon to hope for extraordinary fuccefs. 

§ XXXI. On the twentieth day of Odober, Charles 
VI. Emperor of Germany, the la^ft prince of tKe 
houfe of Auftria, died at Vienna, and was fucceeded 
in his hereditary dominions by his eldeft daughter, 
the Archduchefs Maria Therefa, married to the 
Grand Duke of Tufcany. Though this princcfs 
fpcceedcd as Queen of Hungary , by virtue of 
the pragmatic fandion guaranteed by all the powers 
in Europe, her fucceflion produced fuch contefls 
as kindled a cruel war in the empire. The young 
King of Pruffia was no fooner informed of the , 
Emperor's death, than he entered Silefia at the 
head of twenty thoufand men ; feized certain fiefs 
to which his family laid claim ; and publifhed a 
manifefto, declaring that he had no intention to 
contravene the pragmatic fandion. The Eledor 
of Bavaria refu fed to acknowledge the Archduchefs 
as Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, allcdging 
that he himfeif had prctcnfions to thofe countries , 
as the defcendant of the Emperor Ferdinand I. 
who was head of th© German branch of the houfe 
of Auftria. Charles VI. ^was furvived but a few 
days by his ally, the Czarina Anne Iwanowna, 
who died in the forty-fifth year of her age, after 
having bequeathed her crown to Iwan, or John, 
the infant fon of her niece, the Princefs Anne 
of Mecklenburgh , who had; been married to 
. Anthony Ulrick, Duke of Brunfwick Lunenburgh- 
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Bcycrn. She appointed the Duke of Courland chap. 
regent of the, empire, and even guardian^ of the VI. 
young Czar, though his own parents were alive: '^^ 
but this difpofition was not long maintained. 

$ XXXII. The King of Great-Britain having rc- 
^turned to England from his German dominions, 
the feffion of parliament was opeiied in November. 
His Majefty aflured them , on this occafion , that 
he was determined toprofccute the war vigoroufly , 
even though France fhould cfpoufc the caufe of 
Spain , as her late conduct feemed to favor this 
fuppofitipn. He took notice of the Emperor's 
death , as an event which in all likelihood would 
^ open a new fcene of affairs in Europe : he , therefore , 
recommended to their confideration the necelTary 
fupplies for putting the nation in fuch a pofture 
that it (hould have nothing to fear from any 
emergency. Finally, he defired them to confider 
of fome proper regulations for preventing the ex- 
portation of corn , and for more efiFedual methods 
. to man the fleet at this conjundure. The Com- 
mons, after having voted an addrefs of thanks, 
brought in a bill for prohibiting the exportation 
of corn and provifions, for a limited time, out 
of Great- Britain, Ireland, and the American 
plantations. This was a mcafuce calculated to . 
diftrefs the enemy, who wer^ fuppofed to be 
in want of thefe neccnaries.* The French had 
contracted for a very large quantity of beef and 
pork in Ireland, for the ufe of their own and the 
Spaniih navy; and an embargo had been laid 
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BOOK upon the fhips bf that kingdom. The bill met 
11^ with a, vigorous oppofidon: yet the Houfe una- 
*^*^ . nimoufly refolved^ that his IMajefty fhould be ad- 
drelTed to* lay an immediate embargo upon all 
Clips laden with corn, grain, (larch, rice, beef, 
. pork, and other provifions, to be exported to 
foreign parts. They Irkewife refolved that the 
thanks of the Houfe (bould be given to Vice- Adftiiral 
Vernon , for the fervices he bad done to his king 
aftd coimtry in the Weft-Indies. One William 
Cooley was examined at the bar of the Houfe , 
and committed to prifon, after having owned 
bimfelf author of a paper entitled , '^ Confidera* 
tions upon the embargo on provilion of vidual. '' 
^ The performance contained many fhrcwd and fevere 
, animadverflons upon the government, for having 
■ taken a ftep which , without anfwering the purpofe 
of diftrcflJng the enemy, would prove a grievous 
difcouragement to trade, and ruin aJl the graziers 
of Ireland. Notwithftanding the arguments ufed 
in this tcmonftrance;, and feveral petitions that . 
were prefented againft the corn.bill, it paffed by 
mere dint of minifterial influence. The other party 
endeavoured, by various motions, to fct 0n foot an in- 
cjuiry into the of ders, letters , andinftrudlions, which 
had been fent to Admiral Verpon and Admiral 
Haddock: but a^ fuch inveftigations were care- 
fully avoided. * 

§ XXXIII, A vefy hot conteft arofe from a bill 
which the miniftry brought in Under the fpecious 
title of, A bill for the encouragement and increafe 
of feimen, and for the better add fpeedicr 
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manning bis iViaje ft y's fleet. This was a revival of cttAP# 
the opprellive fcherac which had been rcjecfted y|^ 
in the former fcffion j a fcbeme by which the 1740, 
juftices of the peace were empowered to iflue 
warrants to conftables and head-boroughs, to 
fearch by day or night for fuch fea-fartng men as 
fliould conceal themfelves within their refpedive 
jurifdidions. Thefe fearchers were vefted with 
authority to force open doors , in cafe of refiftance ; 
and encouraged to this violence by a reward for 
every feaman they flioold difcoyer ; while the unhap- 
py wretches^ fo difcovered were dragged into 
the fervice, and their names entered in a regifler 
to be kept at the Navy or the Admiralty-office. 
Suchaplanof tyranny did not pafsuncenfured Every 
exceptionable claufe produced a warm debater , in 
which Sir John Barnard, Mr. Pultency, Mr. SanrJys, 
Lord Gage, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Lyttehon, frgnalisfed 
themfelves nobly in defending the liberties of their 
fellow-fubjecSs, Mr. Pitt having expreOTed a ' 
laudable indignation at fuch a large ftride towards 
defpotic power, in juftification of which nothing 
could be urged but the plea of neceffity, Mr. H.' 
\ Walpole thought proper to attack hrm with fame 
perfbnai farcafms. He refledted upon his yc^uth; 
and obfervcd that the difcovery of truth was very 
little promoted by pompous didronr and theatrical 
. emotion. Thefe infinuations expofed him to a / 

fcvcrc reply. Mr. , Pitt ftanding up again , faid 
" He would not undertake to determine whether 
^ youth covrld be juftly imputed to any man as 
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'book "a repfoach: but he affirmed, that the Wretch , 
II. " who after having feen the confequences of 
1740. « repeated errors, continues ftill to blunder, and 
" whofc age has only added obftinacy to ftupidity , 
^ is ftirely the objedl of either abhorrence or con- 
" tempt j and deferves not that his grey head (houl J 
•* fecure him from infults: much more is he to be 
" abhorred, who, as he has advanced in age, 
" has receded from virtue, and becomes more 
* wicked with lefs temptation; who proftitutes 
. ^ himfelf for money which he cannot enjoy; and 
^ fpends the remains of his life in the ruin of his 
^^ country." — Petitions were prefented from the 
city of London , and county of Gloucefter , againft 
the bill , as detrimental to the trade and naviga- 
tion of the kingdom , by difcouraging rather than 
encouraging Tailors, and deftrudive to the liberties; 
of the fubjedl : but they were both rejeded , as 
infults upon the.Houfe of Commons. After very 
long debates, maintained on both fides with ex- 
traordinary ardor and emotion, the fevere claufcs 
were dropped , and the bill paffed with amendments. 
$ XXXIV. But the mdft remarkable incident 
of this fcffion was an open and perfonal attack 
upon the rainifter , who was become extremely 
Unpopular all over the kingdom. The people 
were now more than ever feafible of the grievous 
taxes under which they groaned : and faw thcif 
burdens daily increafing. No efFedual attempt 
had as yet been made to annoy the enemy. Ex- 
pctifive fquadrons had been equipped ; had made 
cxcurfions , and returned without finking a blow. 

The 
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The Spanifh fleet had failed firft from Cadiz, and c H 4 f,^ 
then from Fcrrol ♦ without any interruption from vi. 
Admiral Haddock , who conimanded the Britifli *'*^* 
fquadron in the Mediterranean, and who was fup- 
pofcd to be reftrided by the inftrudlions he had re- 
ceived from the miniflry , though in fad his want of 
fuccefs was owing to accident. Admiral Vernon 
had written from the Weft-Indies to his private 
friends , that he was neglcded , and in danger of 
being facrificed. Notwithftandingthe numerous navy 
which the nation maintained, the Spanifh privateers 
made prize of the Britifh merchant-Oiips with impu* 
nity. In violation of treaties , and- in contempt of 
that intimate connexion which had been fo long 
cultivated between the French and Englifh miniftry, 
the King of France had ordered the harbour and for- 
tifications of Dunkirk to be repaired : his fleet had ' 
failed to the Weft-Indies, inconjundion with that 
of Spain ; and the merchants of England began to 
tremble for Jamacia : finally , commerce was in a> 
manner fufpendcd, by the pradice of prefling failors 
into the fervice , and by the embargo which had 
been laid upon (hips in all the ports of Great- Britain 
and Ireland. Thefe caufqs of popular difcontent, ' 
added to other complaints which had been fo long 
repeated againft the minifter, exaggerated and in- 
culcated by his enemies with unwearied induftry , 
at length rendered him fo univerlally odious , that 
his name was fcldom or never mentioned with de- 
cency , except by bis own dependants. 
$ XXXV. The country-party in parliament feize4 

Vol. IV. K 
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I O K this opportunity of vengeance. Mr. Sandys went 
II. up to Sir Robert Walpole in the Houfe, and 

*'*^» told him , that on Friday next he fhould bring a 
charge againft him in public. The miniftcr 
feemed to be furprifed at this unexpedled intima- 
tion: but, after a Abort paufe, thanked him politely 
for this previous notice , and faid he defired no 
favor, but fair play*. Mr. Sandys, j<? the time 
vrhich he had appointed for tliis accufation , Rood 
up, and in a ftudied fpeech entered into a long 
dedudion of the minifter's mifcondud. He infifted 
upon the difcontents of the nation, in confequence 
of the meafures which had been for many yciars 
purfued at home and abroad. He profefTed his 
belief that there was not a gentleman in the Houfe 
who did not know that one fingle perfon in 
the adminidration was the chief, if not the fole 
advifer and promoter of all thofe meafures. "This 
(added he ) "is known without doors, as well as 
•* within; therefore, the difcontents, the reproa- 
^ ches and even the curfes of the people, are 
** all directed againft that fingle perfon. They 
^ complain of prefent meafures: they have fut 
•* fered by paft meafures : they expedl no redrefe; 
^* they exped no alteration or amendment , 
^ whilft he has a Iharc in diredling or advifing 

' Upon this occafion he mifquoted Horace. ^ As I am 
^ not confcious of any crime (faid be) I do not doubt 
^ of being aWe to make a proper defence. Nil^confcire 
Jibi nidi i pallefcere culpa ." He was correftcd by Mr Poltcney; 
but infifted upon his being in the right , and actually laid 
a wager on ihe juftneftof his quotation. 
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* our future adminlftration. Tbefc, Sir, are the cuaf* 
** (cntimcntsof the people in regard to that roinifter: VI. 
" thefe fentiments we are In honor and duty bound *'*^ 
«* to rcprefent to his Majcfty; and the proper me« 
*• thod for doing this, aseftablilhcd by our conflitu- 
** tion, is to addrefs his Majefty to remove him 
** from his councils. " He then proceeded to explain 
the particulars of the minif^er's mifcondu<fl ia 
the whole feries of his negociacions abroad* He 
charged him with having endeavoured to fupport 
his own interefi, and to eredl a kind of defpotic 
government, by the pradice of corruption ; with 
having betrayed the intereft and honor of Great- 
Britain in the late convention; with having negleded 
, to profecute the war againd Spain ; and be concluded 
with a motion for an addrefs to the King , that he 
would be pleafed to remove Sir Robert; Walpole 
from his prefence and councils for ever. He was 
anfwered by Mr. Pelham , who undertook to 
defend or exCufe all the meafurcs which the other 
had condemned; and acquitted himfelf ais a warni 
friend and unftiakcn adherent. Againft this 
champion Sir John Barnard entered the lifts, and 
was fuftained by Mr. Pultcocy, who, with equal 
fpirit and precifton, pointed out and expofed all 
the material errors and mal-prafliccsof thcadminiftra- 
tion. Sir Robert Walpole fpokc with great temper 
and deliberation in behalf of himfelf. With refpedl 
to the article of bribery and corruption, he faid 
if any one inftancehad been mentioned; if it had beea 
down that he ever offered a reward to any membct 
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BOOK of Cither Houfe , or ever threatened to deprive any 
II* member of his office or employment, in order 
I740. iQ influence his voting in parliament, there might 
have been fome ground for this charge; but^vhen 
it was fo generally laid , he did not know what 
he could fay to it, unl^fs to deny it as generally 
and as pofitively as it had been aflcrted.— -Such a 
declaration as this, in the hearing of fo many 
perfons, who not only knew, but fubfifted by his 
wages of corruption , was a ftrong proof of t^e 
ininifter*s being dead to all fenfe of fhame, and all 
regard to veracity. The debate was protraded by 
the court-members till three o'clock in the morning, 
when above fixty of the oppofite party having 
retired , the motion was rejeded by a confidcrable 
majority. 

$ XXXVI. A bill was brought in for prohibiting 
the practice of iiifuring (hips belonging to the enc- 
mies of the nation; but it was vigoroufly oppofed 
by Sir John Barnard and Mr. Willimot, who 
demonftrated that this kind of traffic was advantage- 
ous to the kingdom^; and the fcheme was dropped. 
Another warm conteft arofe upon a claufe of the 
mutiny - bill relating to the quartering of foldiers 
Upon inn-keepers and publicans , who complained of 
their being diflrefled in furnifhing thofe guefts with 
provifions and neceffaries at the rates prcfcribed by 
law or cuftom. There were not wanting advocates 
to expatiate upon the nature of this grievance, 
which however , was not rcdreffed. A new trade 
was at this time opened with Per(ia , through 
the dominions of the Czar, and veiled with an 
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^xcJufive privilege in the Ruflia company, by an cH AK 
adt of parliament. The Gomraons voted forty Vi. 
tboufdnd feamcn for the fervicc ef the enfuing year, «7#«. 
^nd about tbircy thoufandmen for the cftablifhment 
of land-forces. They provided for the fubfidies 
granted to the King of Eknmark and the Landgrave 
of Heffe-Caffel; and took every ftep which was 
fuggefted for the eafe and the convenience ©£• 
the governnvent. 

S XXXVII. The parties in the Houfe of Lords 
were influenced by the fame n^otives which aduated 
the Commons, The Duke of Argyle , who had 
by this time refigned all his places , declared open 
war againlV the miniftry. In the beginning o£ the 
ieffion^ the King's fpecch was no fooner reported 
by ,the Chancellor, than this nobleman ftood up 
and moved that a general addrefs of thanks (hould 
be prefented to his Majcfty 9 ioftead of a recapitu-^ 
Nation of every paragraph of rfie King's fpeech, re- 
" echoed from the parliament to the throne , with 
exprelfions of blind approbation^ implying a general 
concurrence with all the meafures of the minifter^ 
He fpoke on this fubjedt with an aftpnifhifig impe<^ 
tuofity of eloquence » that rolled like a river which 
had overflowed its banks and deluged the whole ad- 
jacent country. The motion wasfupported by Lord 
BathurA,Lord Carteret^ the Earl of ChcReriieId,afid 
Lord Gow*er , who, though they diff^ayed aH the 
talents of oratory , were outvoted by the oppofite ' 
party, headed by the Duke of Newsfile, the Earl of 
Cholmondely,LordHervey»andtheLordGhancelloik 
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9 O o K The motion was rejeded , and the addrefs compo- 
II. fed in the ufual Aram. 1 he f^me motions for an 
3^40. inquiry into orders and iddrudions , which bad 
mifcarried in the Lower Hoofe , were here repeated 
with the fame bad fuccefs : in the debates which 
enfued , the young Karls of Hallifax and Sandwich 
licquired a confiderable (hare of reputation, for 
the ftrength of argument ahd elocution with 
which they contended againft thp adherents of the 
miniflry. When the Houle took into cor/fideration 
the ftatc of the army , the Luke of Argyle having 
liarangued with equal (kill and energy on military 
a£Pairs , propofed that the forces Ihould ,be aug- 
mented by adding new levies to the old com- 
panies, without increafing the number of officers; 
as fuch an augmentation fervcd only to debafc the 
dignity of the fervice , by jaifing the loweft of man- 
kind to the rank of gentlemen ; and to extend 
the influence of the minifter , by multiplying 
his dependants. Hc^ therefore , moved for a rc- 
, fblution, that the augmenting the army by raifing 
regiments, as it is the moft unneccflary and moft 
cxpenfivc method of augmentation, was alfo the 
moft dangerous to the liberties of the nation. 
This propofal was likewife over-ruled , after a 
ihort though warm coatention. This was the 
fate of all the other motions made by the lords 
in the oppofition , though the vidory of the 
courtiers was always clogged with a nervous and 
fpiritcd proteft. . Two days were ejcpended in the 
debate produced by Lord Carterets motion for 
an addrcfs, befecching his Majefty to remove Sir 
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Robert Walpole from his prefencc and councils for c H A f « 
ever. The fpccch that uCbercd in this mcmora- vi. 
ble motion would not have difgraced a Cicero. 
It contained a retrofped of all the public mea« 
furcs which had been purfued fmcc the Revolu- 
tion. It explained the nature of every treaty, 
Whetherright or wrong, which had been concluded 
under the prefent adminiftration. It defcribed the 
political connexions fubfifting between the different 
powers in Europe. It expofed the wcakncfs, the 
mifcondud , and the iniquity of the minifter, both 
in his foreign and domeftic tranfadions. It was 
embelliflbed with all the ornaments of rhetoric, 
and warmed with a noble fpirit of patriot indigna. 
tion. The Duke of Argyle, Lord Bathurft, and 
his other colleagues , feemed to be animated with 
uncommon fervor ^ and even infpired , by the 
fubjed. A man of imagination , in reading their 
fpeeches, will think himfelf tranfportcd into the An, 1741^ 
Roman fenate, before the ruin of that republic, 
Neverthelefs , the minifter ftill triumphed by dint 
of numbers; though his viiftory was dearly purchaf- 
ed. Thirty peers entered a vigorous proteft; and 
Walpole s charader fuftained fuch a rude fliock 
frbm this oppofition, that his authority feemed 
to be drawing near a period. Immediately after 
this conteft was decided, the Duke of Marlborough 
moved for a refolution, that any attempt to inflidl; 
any kind of punifliment on any ferfon, without 
allowing him an opportunity to make his defence^ 
or without any proof of any crime or mlfdemeanour 
committed by him, is contrary to natural jufticc, the 

K4 



I 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



136 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK fundamental laws of the realm , and the ancient 
11^ cftabliflied ufage of parliament ; and is a high 
^y*'- infringement of the liberties of the fubjed. It was 
feconded by the Duke of Dcvonfhire and Lord Lovcl; 
and oppofed by Lord Gower, as an intended cenfurc 
on the proceedings of the day. This fcntiment was 
fo warmly efpoufed by Lord Talbot , who had 
Aftinguifhed himfclf in the former debate, that he 
feemcd to be tranfported beyond the bounds of 
moderation. He was interrupted by the Earl of 
Cholroond cly , who charged him wi th having violated 
the order and decorum which ought to be preferved 
in fuch an aflembly. His pafliou was inflamed by 
this rebuke : he declared hirafelf an independent 
lord ; a charader which he would not forfeit for 
the fmiles of a court , the profit of an employment, 
or the reward of a penfion: he faid whc^n be was 
engaged on the fide of truth , he would trample on 
the infolence that (bould command him to fupprefs 
his fentiments, — On a divifion, however, the motion 
was.carr e^. 

5 XXXVIII. In the beginning of April , the 
King repairing to the Houfe of Peers , paffed 
fome ads that were ready for the royal affent. 
Then, in bis fpeech to both Houfes , he gave 
them to undcrftand , that the Queen of Hungary 
had made a requifition of the twelve thoufand 
men ftipulated by treaty ; and that he had 
ordered the fubfidy-troops of Denmark and Hefle- 
Caffcl to be in readinefs to march to her affift- 
ance. He obferved , that in this complicated an un- 
certain ftatc of aflfairs, many incidents might arife , 
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and render it neceffaryforhim to incur extraodina- C H AF. 
ry €xpenfes for maintaining the pragmatic fandion , vi. 
at a time when he could not poffibly haverecourfc ^^^^' 
to the advice and affiftance of his parliament. He, 
therefore, demanded of the Commons fucha fupply 
as might be requifite for thefe ends ; and promifed 
to manage it with all poffible frugality. The Lower 
Houfe , in their addrefs , approved of all his mca- 
fures; declared they would effedually fupport him 
againft all infults and attacks that might be made 
upon any of bis territories, though not belonging 
to the crown of Great- Britain-; and that they would 
enable him to contribute , in the moft efifedlual 
manner, to the fupport ot the Queen of Hungary. 
Sir 'Robert Walpole moved , that an aid of two 
hundred thoufand pounds fhould be granted to 
that princefs, Mr. Shippen protefted againft any 
interpofition in the affairs of Germany. He ex- 
preffed his diflike of the promife which had been 
made to defend his Majcfty's foreign dominions; a 
promife in his opinion , inconfiftent with that im« 
portant and inviolable law , the adl of fettlement : 
a promife which, could it have been forejcnown, 
would perhaps have for ever precluded from 
the fucceflion that illuftrious family to which the 
nation owed fuch uumberlefs bleflings , fuch con- 
tinued felicity. The motion however paffed ^ 
though not without further oppofition ; and the 
Houfe rcfolved, that three hundred thoufand pounds 
(hould be granted to his Majefty , to enable 
him effcdually to fupport the Queen' of Hungary. 
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BOOK Towards the cxpcnfc of this year, a niiHion was 
II. deduded from the finking- fund : and the land- 

• ■''**• tax continued at four {billings in the pound. The 
preparations for this war had already coft five 
millions. The fcfCon was clofed on the twenty- 
fifth day of April » when the King took his leave 
of this parliament , with warm expreflfions of ten- 
dcrnefs and fat!isfadion* Henry Bromley , Stephen 
Fox, and John Howe, three members of the Lower 
Houfe, who had fignalized themfelves in defence of 
the minifler, were now ennobled, and created barons 
of Montfort, Ilchcfter, and Chedworth. A camp , 
was formed near Colchefler ; and the King having 
appointed a regeney , fet out in May for his Gcr- 
man dominions \ 

* Sir William Wyndham died in the preceding year, 
deeply regretted as an orator , a patriot , and a man , the 
conftantaffertorof Britifti liberty,and one of the chief ornaments 
of the Englifh nation. In the courfe of the fame year, General 
Oglethorpe , governor of Georgia, had, with fome fuqcours 
obtained from the colony of Carolina, and a fmall fquadron of 
the King's fhips , made an attempt upon fort Augufline, the 
capital of Spanifh Flonda; and adually reduced fome fmall forts 
in the neighbourhood of the place: but the Carolinians with- 
drawing in difguft, diflenfions prevailing among the fea- 
ofiicers, the hurricane- months approaching, and the enemy 
having received a fupply a^nd reinforcement ^ be abandoned 
th^ ent^rprife^ and returned tOi Georgia. 
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CHAR VII. 



$ T, The army under Lord Cathcart and Sir Chahner 

Ogle proceeds to the WeJI-Indies. II. Nature of 

the climate on the Spanijh main. \\\. Admiral Vernon 

fails to Carthagena. W. Attack of fort Lazar. 

V. Expedition to Cuba. VI. Rupture between the 

Queen of Hungary and the King of Pruffia. VI I. 

pattleof Molwitz. VIU. The King of Great-Britain 

concludes a treaty of neutrality with France Jor the 

electorate of Hanover. IX. A body oj Frenchforces 
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of Bohemia at Prague. XI. Fidelity oftheHunga* 

rians. XII. War between RuJJia and Sweden. XIII. 

Revoluti^nin Ruffia. XIV. The Spanijh and French 

fquadrons pafs unmolejled by fhe Englijh admiral in 

the Mediterranean. XV. lna£livity of the naval 

power of Great-Britain. XVI. Objiinate fruggle 

in electing members in the new parliament. XVII. 

Remarkable ntotion in the Hou/e oJ Commons by Lord 

JNoel Somerfet. XVIII. The country-party obtain 

a majority in the Houfe of Commons. XIX. Sir 

Robert Walpole created Earl oJ Orford. XX. Change 
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iiqn of Sir Robert Walpole. XXII. Obtruded by 
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mittee. XXIV. The Elector of Bavaria chofen 

emperor. XXV. The King ofPruJfia gains the 
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battle at Czajlaw. Treaty at Brejlaw. XXVT. The 
French troops retire under the cannon of Prague. 
Ajrejli bodyfent with the Marefchal de Maillebois to 
bring them ojff. XXVII. Extraordinary retreat of 
M. de Bellei/le. XXVIII. The King of Great- 
Britainforms an army in Flanders. "XXIX. Profirejk 
of the War between Ruffia and Sweden. XXX. 
The King of Sardinia declares for the Houfe of 
Aujlria, XXXI. Motions of the Spaniards in Italy 
end Savoy. XXXII. Conduct of Admiral Matthews 
in the Mediterranean. XXXIII. Operations in the 
Wejl-Indies. XXXIV. The attentioi} of the mini/Iry 
turned chiefly on the affairs of the continent. XXXV. 
Extraordinary motion in the Houfe of Lords by Earl 
Stanhope. XXXVI. Warm and objlinate debate 
ch ihe repeal oj the gin-aei. XXXVII. Bill 
for quieting corporations. XXXVIII. Con- 
vention between the Emperor and the Queen of 
Hungary. XXXIX. Difference between the King 
of P ruffia and the EleRor of Hanover. XL. The 
Xing of Great-Britain obtains a victory over tfie 
French at Dettingen. XLI. Treaty of Worms. XLIL 
Conclu/ion of t/ie campaign. XLIIL Affairs in 
ihe North. XLIV. Battle of Campo-Santo. XLV. 
TranJaClions of the Britifh fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean. XLVI. Unfuccefsful attempts upon the 
. Spanifh fettlements in -the We/l- Indies. 



CHAf. ; I. J HE BritiQi arraanent had by this time 
▼"• proceeded to adion in the WcftJndies, Sir 

1741. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 

i0 



174Et 



G E O R G E I L 141 

Chaloner Ogle , who failed fromSpithcad , bad been C H A P» 
overtaken by a tempcft in the bay of Bifcay by Vll. 
which the fleet confifting of about one hundred andi 
feventy (ail , were fcattered and difperfcd. Never- 
thelefs ^ he profecuted bis voyage, and anchored 
with a view to provide wood and water , in the 
neutral ifland of Dominica , where the intended ex- 
pedition fuftalned a terrible Ihock in the death of 
the gallant Lord Catbcart, who was carried off by, 
a dyfentery. The lofs of this nobleman was the 
more feverely felt , as the command of the land^ 
forces devolved upon General Wentworth , ail 
officer without experience, authority, and refolution^, 
As-the fleet failed along the ifland of Hifpaniola , in 
Its way to Jamaica , four large ffiips of war were 
difcovered; and Sir Cbaloner detached an equal 
number of his fquadron to give them chafe, while 
lie hirafelf proceeded on bis voyage. As thofe 
ftrange fliips refufed to bring to. Lord Auguftus 
Fitzroy , the commodore of the four Britini (hips^ 
fainted one of them with a broad fide, and a fmart 
engagement enfued. After they had fought during 
the bcft part of the night, the enemy hoifted their 
colors in the morning, and appeared to be part of 
the French fquadron , which had failed from Eu- 
rope, under the command of the Marquis d'Antin, 
with orders to aflift the SpaniQi admiral, de Tor- 
res, in attacking and diftreffing the Fnglifh (hips 
and colonies. War was not yet declared between 
France and England ; therefore hnflilities ceafcd; 
the Fnglifh and French commanders compliment- 
ed each other ; excufed themfelves mutually , fof 
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BOOK the miftake Mrhich bad happened; and parted , ^s 
IK friends, with a confiderabie lofs of men on both 

''* • fides. 

5 II. In the mean time Sir Chaloner Ogle arriv- 
ed at Jamaica , where he joined Vice-Admiral 
Vernon g who now found himfelf at the head of 
the moft formidable fleet and army that evet* 
vifitcd thofe feas, with full power to ad at 
difcretion. The conjoined fquadrons confifted of 
nine - and • twenty fbips W the line^ with almoft 
an equal number of frigates fire-fliips and bomb- 
ketches, well manned, and plentifully fupplied 
with all kinds of provifions, ftores, and necef- 
faries. The number of fearaen amounted to fifteen 
thoufand : that of the land* forces, including the 
American regiment of four battalions, and a body 
of negroes inlifted at Jamaica, did not fall fliort 
of twelve thoufand. Had this armament been 
ifeady toad in the proper feafon of the year, under 
the condud of wife , experienced officers , united 
in councils , and fteadily attiched to the intereft 
and honor of their country , the Havannah , and , 
whole ifland of Cuba, might have been eafily redu- 
ced: the whole treafure of theSpaniOi Weft-Indies 
would have been intercepted; and Spain muft have 
been humbled into the moft abjed fubmiflion. 
But feveral unfavorable circumftances concurred 
to fruftrate the hopes of the public. The miniftry 
had detained Sir Chaloner Ogle at Spithead, 
without any vifible caufe, until the feafon for 
aft ion was almoft exhaufted : for on the continent 
of New Spain , the periodical rains begin about 
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the end of Aji^ril ; and this change irt the atmoT. c H l F. 
phere is always attended with epidemical diftem- vii. 
pers , which render the climate extremely un^ *^^'' 
healthy; befirlcs, the rain i$ fo exceflive, that for 
the fpaccof two months no army can keep the field. , 

5 III. Sir Chaloner Ogle arrived at Jamacia on the 
ninth day of January ; and Admiral Vernon did not 
fail on his intended expedition till towards the end 
of the month. Inftead of direding his courfe to the 
Havannah, which lay to leeward^ and might have 
been reached in lefs than three days, he refolvcd 
to beat upagamft the wind toliifpaniola, in order 
to obferve the motion of the French fquadron 
commanded by the Marquis d'Antin. The fifteenth 
day of February had elapfed before be received cer- 
tain information that the French admiral had failed 
for tlQrope in great diftrefs , for want of men 
and proviftons, which he could not procure in 
the Weft-Indies. Admiral Vernon, thus difappoint- 
cd, called a council of war, in which it was de- 
termined toproceed for Gartbagenar The fleet being 
fupplied with wood and water at Hifpaniola, 
fet fail for the continent of New • Spain , and on 
the fourth of March anchored in Playa Grande, 
to the windward of Carthagcna. Admiral de Tor- 
res had already failed to the Havannah : but Car- 
thagena was ftrongly fortified, and the garrifpn 
re-enforced by the crews of a fmall fquadron of 
large (hips , commanded by Don Bias dc Lefo , 
an officer of experience and reputation. Here 
the Englifli Admiral lay inadive till the ninth, 
when the troops were landed on the ifland of 
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BOOK Ticrra Bomba, near the mouth of the harbour, 
!!• known by the name of Boca chica« or Little^mouth 
1 74U ^hich was furprifingly fortified with caftlcs, batteries, 
booms, chains, cables, and Ihips of wan The 
Britifh forces ereded a battery on fhore, with 
which they made a breach in the priocipai fort, 
while the admiral fent in a number of fiiips to 
divide the fire of the enemy , and co-operate with 
the endeavours of the^ army. Lord Aubrey Beau- 
clerc, a gallant officer, who commanded one of 
thefe Iblps , was flain on this occafion. The breach 
being deemed pradicable , the forces advanced to 
the attack : but the forts and batteries were aban« 
doned : the SpaniQi (hips that lay athwart the 
harbour's mouth were deftroyed or taken : the paf- 
fage was opened , and the fleet entered without 
further oppofition. Then the forces were re-em* 
barked with the artillery , and landed within a mile 
of Cartbagena , where they were oppofed by 
about fcven hundred Spaniards, whom they objig-^ 
ed to retire. The admiral and general had con- 
traded a hearty contempt ^for .each other, and 
took all opportunities of exprcffing their mutual 
diflike : far from ading vigoroufly in concert » 
for the advantage of the community, they maintained 
a mutual referve , and feparate cabals ; and each 
proved more eager for the difgrace of his rival, 
than zealous for the honor of the nation. 

$ IV. The general complained that the fleet 
lay idle, while his troops were barraffed and di-^ 
minifbed by hard duty and diftemper. The ad- 
miral affirmed that his Ibips could not lie near 

enough 
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enough to batter the town of Carthagena: he c H A e. 
upbraided the genera! with inadivity and want yii. 
of refolqtion to^ attack the fort of St. Lazar, which i74i- 
commanded the town, and might be taken by 
fcalade. Wcntworth , ftimulated by thefe reproach- 
es, refolved to try the experiment. His forces 
iparched up to the attack: but the guides being 
flain , they miftook their route , and advanced to 
the ftrongeft part of the fortification , where they 
were moreover expofed to the fire of the town: 
Colonel Grant, who commanded the grenadiers, 
was mortally wounded: the fcaling-ladders were 
found too (hortj the officers were perplexed for 
want of orders and diredlions : yet the foldiers 
fuftained a fevere fire for feveral hours with fur- 
prifing intrepidity, and at length retreated, leav- 
ing about fix hundred killed or wounded on the 
fpot. Their number was now fo much reduced , 
that they could no longer maintain their footing 
on (horc: befides, the rainy feafon had begun with 
fuch violence, as rendered it impoffible for them 
to live in camp. They were, therefore, re-embark- 
ed : and all hope of further fuccefs immediately 
vanilhed. The admiral, however, in order Co 
demonftrate the impradicability of taking the place 
by fca , fent in the Gallicia , one of the Spanilh 
fliips which ' had been taken at Boca-chica , to 
cannonade the town, with fixteen guns mounted 
on one fide, like a floating battery. This veflcl, 
manned by detachments of volunteers from diflfcront 
fhips, and commanded^ by Captain Hore, was 
warped into the inner harbour ^ and m6ored before 
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BOOK day 9 at a confiderable diftance from the walls , m 
IL very fhallow water. In this pofitioa (he ftpod 
«74i. the fire of feveral batteries for fome hours, with* 
out doing or fuRaining much damage: then the 
admiral ordered the men to be brought off inbaats^ 
and the cables to be cut; fo that fhe drove with 
the fca-breeze upon a (hoal , where fhe was foon 
filled with water. This exploit was abfurd, and 
the inference which the admiral drew from italto« 
gether fallacious. He faid it plainly proved , that 
there was not depth of water in the inner har- 
bour, fufficient to admit large (hips near enough 
to batter the town, with any profped of fuccels. 
This, iTideed was the cafe in that part of the 
harbour to which the Gallicia was conducted: but 
a little farther to the left, he might have ftationed 
four or five of his largeft (hips a-breaft , within 
piftol-fbot of the walls; and if this ftep had been 
taken, when the land-forces marched to the attack 
of St. Lazar, in all probability the town would 
have been furrendered. 

5 V. After the re-embarkation of the troops, 
the diftempers peculiar to the climate and feafoa 
began to rage with redoubled fury; and great 
numbers of thofe who efcaped the vengeance of 
the enemy peri(hed by a more paii^ful and inglo- 
rious fate. Nothing was beared but complaints 
and execrations: the groans oT the dying, and 
the fervice for the dpad : nothing was feen but 
objeds of woe, and images of dejedion. The 
condudors of this unfortunate expedition agreed 
in nothing but the, expediency of a fpeedy 
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retreat from this fcene of mifery and difgrace. The c H A.f - 
fortifications of the harbour were demolifhed ^ and vii. 
the fleet returned to Jamaica. The mifcarriage «74i* 
of this expedition, which had coft the nation aa 
immenfe fum of money, was no fooner known 
in England, than the kingdom was filled with 
murmurs and difcontent , and the people were 
deprcffed , in proportion to that fanguine hope ; 

by which they had been elevated. Admiral Vernon, 
inftead of undertaking any enterprife which might 
have retrieved the honor of the BritiOi arms, 
fet fail from Jamaica with the forces in July , and 
anchored at the fouth-^afl part of .Cuba, in a 
bay , on which he befto wed the appellation of 
Cumberland Harbour, The troops were landed, 
and encamped at the diftance of twenty miles 
farther up the river, where they remained ^totally 
inaftivfc, and fubfiftcd chiefly on fait and damaged 
provifions, till the month of November, when, 
being confiderably diminiflied by ficknefs, they 
v^rc put on board again, and reconveycd to 
Jamaica. He was afterw^ds re-enforced from 
Englanet by four fl)ipj of war, and about three 
thoufand foldiers: but he performed nothing 
worthy of the reputation he had acquired; and 
the people began to perceive that they had mif- 
taken his charadler. 

§ VL The affairs on the continent of Europe 
were now mofc than ever embroiled. The King 
of Pruffia had demanded of the court of Vienna 
part of Silefta, by virtue of ol^ treaties of co-fra« 
$ernity , which were either obfolete or annulled ; 
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BOOK and promifed to affift the Queen with all his 
II. forces, in cafe (he fhould comply with his demand: 
»7Ai. but this beinj; rejeded with difdain, he entered 
Silefia at the head of an army, and profccuted 
his conquefts with great rapidity. In the racaa 
time, the Q^ucen of Hungary was crowned at 
Prelburgh, after having figned a capitulation, by 
which the liberties of that kingdom were confirm- 
ed; and the Grand Duke her confort was, at her 
requeft, affociated with her for ten years in the 
government. At the fame time the dates of Hun- 
gary refufcd to receive a memorial from the 
EleAor of Bavaria. Dtiring thcfe tranfadions, 
his Pruffian Majefty mSde his pubjic entrance 
into Brcflaw ; and cbnfirmcd all the privileges of 
the inhabitants. One of his generj^ls furptifed the 
town and fortrefe of Jablunka , on the confines of 
Hungstty: Prince Leopold of Anhalt-Deffau, who 
commanded another army, which formed the 
blockade of Great Glogau on the Oder, took 
the place by fcalade, made the Generals Wallis 
and Reyflci prifoners, with a thoufand men that 
were in garrifon: here, like wife, the vidlor founds 
the military cheft, fifty pieces of brafs cannon, 
and a great^ quantity of ammunition. 

$ VII. The Queen of Hungary had folicited 
the maritime powers for afliftance, but found 
them fearful and backward. Being obliged , there- 
fore, to exert herfelf with the more vigor, fhe 
ordered Coiint Neuperg to alTemble a body, of 
forces , and endeavour to ftop the progrefs of the 
PruflSans in Silefia*. The two armies encountered 
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each other in the neighbourhoad of Neifs , at a c H A f * 
village called Molwitz; and, after an obftinate vil. 
difpute, the Auftrians were obliged to retire, with ^74ii 
the lofs of four thoufand men killed, wounded, 
or taken. The advantage was dearly purcbafed 
by the King of Pruffia. ,His kinfman, Frederic 
Margrave of Brandenburgh , and Lieutenant- 
General Schuylemberg were killed in the engage- 
ment, together with a great number, of general 
officers, and about two thoufand foldiers. After 
this adion, Brieg was fiirrendcred to the Pruifiani, 
and be forced the important pafe of Fryewalde, 
which was defended by four thoufand Auftrian 
buffars. The EngliCh and Dtitch minifters, who 
accpmpanied him in his progrefs, ipared no pains 
to eflfed an accoocimodation : but the two fovereigns 
were too much irritated againft each other to ao- 
quiefce in any terms that could be propofed; The 
Queen of Hungary was incenfed to find herfelf 
attacked, in the day of her diftrefs, by a prince 
to whom Oie bad given no fort c^ provocation; 
and his Pruffian Majefty charged the^ court of 
Vienna* with a defign either to afTaffinate, or carry 
him ofiF by treachery : a defign which was difbwned 
with expreflions of indignation and difdain. Count 
Neuperg bemg obliged to abandon Silefia, in 
order to oppofe tne Bavarian arms in Bohemia^ 
the King of Pruflia fent thither a detachment t& 
join the Eledor, under the command of Count 
" Deffau » who » in his route , reduced Glatz and Neifs, 
almofl: without oppofition : then his mafter received 
tJhe homage of the SUefiaa ilates at BrcllaWf and 

La 
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II 00 K« returned to Berlin. In December, the Pruflian army 
II. "was diftributed in winter-quarters in Moravia , after 
S74r. having taken Olmucz, tbe capital of that province; 
and in March his Pruffian Majefty formed a camp of 
obfervation in the neighbourhood ^f Magdeburgh. 
$ VIII. The Eledor of Hanover was alarmed at 
the fuccefs of the King of Pruffia , in apprehenlion 
that he would become too formidable a neighbour. 
A fcheme wasfaid to have been propoled to the court 
of Vienna, for attacking that prince's eledoral 
dominions , and dividing the conqueft : but it never 
was put in execution. Neverthelefs , the troops 
of Hanover were augmented : the auxiliary Danes 
and Heffians in the pay of Great-Britain were ordered 
to be in readinefs to march ; and a good number of 
Britiib forces encamped and prepared for embarka- 
tion. The fubfidy of three hundred thoufand 
pounds^ granted by parliament, was remitted to 
the Queen of Hungary ; and every thing feemed to 
prefage the vigorous iiiterpofition of his Britannic 
Majefty. But in a little time after his arrival at Han- 
over, that fpirit of adion feemed to flag, even while 
her Hungarian Majefty tottered on the Verge of 
ruin. France refolvcd to feize this opportunity of 
crufbingthehoufe of Auftria. In order to intimidate 
the Eledor of Hanover, Mare^hal Maillebois was 
{tnt vritk a numerous army into Weftphalia ; and 
this expedient proved eifedual. A treaty of neutra- 
lity was concluded ; and the King of Great Britain 
engaged to vote for the Eledor of Bavaria at the 
enfuing eledion of an emperor. The defign of the 
French, court was toraifc this prince to the Imperial 
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dignity , and f urnifli faim with fuch fuccours as c H A f • 
fliould enable him to deprive the Queen ofHun. Yii. 
gary of her hereditary dominions. ^7^u 

§ IX. While the French miniftcr at Vienna 
endeavoured to amufe the Queen with the ftrongeft 
affurances of his mafter's friendOiip, a body of 
five-and-thirty thoufand men began their march for 
Germany , in order to join the Ele<ftor of Bavaria : 
another French army was -^jlembled upon the 
llhine ; and the Count de Belleifle being provided 
with large fums of money , was fent to negociate 
with different eledors. Having thus fecurcd a 
majority of voices , he proceeded to Munich , where 
he prefented the Eledor of Bavaria with a com- 
miflion , appointing him geneVali0iroo of the French 
troops marching to his afliftance; and now the 
treaty of Nymphenburgh was concluded. The 
French King engaged to affift the Eledor with 
his whole power, towards railing him to the 
Imperial throne : the £le<Slor promifed, that after 
bis elevation he would never attempt to recover 
any of the towns or provinces of the empire 
which France had conquered : that he would , in 
his Imperial capacity , renounce the barrier-treaty ; 
and agree that France ftould irrevocably* retain 
whatever places fhe ftould fubdue in the Auftrian 
Netherlands. The next ftep of Belleifle was to 
negociate another treaty between France .and 
Pruflla, importing. That the Eledor of Bavaria 
fbould poflefs Bohemia, Upper Aultria, and the 
Tyrolcfe : X^at the King of Poland fhould be gratifi-. 
ed with Moravia and Upper Silelia ; and that his 

L4 
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BOOK Pruffian Majefty fliould retain Lower Silefia , with 
II. the town of Neifs and the county of Glatz. Tbcfc 
*3^*'t precautions being taken , the Count dc Belleifle 
repaired to Franckfort, in quality of ambaffadbr 
and plenipotentiary frona F|rance , at the Imperial 
diet of eledlion. It was in this city that the French 
King publifhed a declaration, fignifying, that as 
the King of Great-Britain had affcmbled an army 
to influence the approaching eledion of an emperor ^ 
bis Mofl Chriftian Majefty, as guarantee of the 
treaty of Weftphalia, had ordered fomc troops 
to advance towards the Rhine , with a view to 
maintain the tranquillity of the Germanic body , 
and fecure the freedom of the Imperial elediion. 

S X. In; July theEledor of Bavaria, being joined 
by the French forces under Marefchal Broglio, 
lurprifed the imperial city of Paffau , upon the 
Danube: and entering Upper Auftria, at the head 
of fcvcnty thoufand men, tookpoffeffion of Lintz, 
where he received the homage of the ftatesofthat 
country. Underftanding that the garrifon of Vienna 
was very numerpus, and that Count \Falfi had 
affembled thirty thoufand Hungarians ii/the neigh- 
bourhood of this capital, he made no farther pro- 
grefs in Auftria , but marched into Bohemia, where 
he was re-enforced by a confiderable body of 
Saxons, under the command of Count Rutowfki, 
natural fon to the late King of Poland. By this 
time his Polilh Majefty had acceded to the treaty 
of Nymphenburgh t and declared war againft the 
Queen of Hungary , on the moft frivolous pretences. 
The £lc<^or of Bavaria advanced to Prague , 
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-which was taken in the night by fcalade: an ghap. 
achievement in which Maurice Count of Saxe, vii. 
another natural fon of the King of Poland , dif- ^nt: 
tinguilhed himfelf at the head of the Frelnch forces. 
In December the Eleiflor of Bavaria made his 
public entry into his capital , where he was pro- 
daim^ed King of Bohemia » and inaugurated with 
the ufual (blemnities ; then he fet out for Fraack* 
fort, to be prefent at the diet of elecflion. 

5 XI. At this period the Queen of Hungary 
faw herfelf abandoned by all her allies , and fec- 
mingly devoted to deftrudion. She was noc^ 
however , forfaken by her courage ; nor deftitute 
of good officers, and an ableminiftry. She retired 
to Frefburgh , and in a pathetic Latin fpeech to the 
Aates , cxpreffed her confidence in the loyalty and 
valor of her Hungarian fubjeds. The nobility 
of that kingdom, touched with her prefence and 
diHrefs, aflfured her unanimoufly , that they would 
facrifice their lives zi^d fortunes in her defence. 
The ban being raifed , that brave people crowded 
to her ftandard; and the diet expreffed their re- 
fentment againft her enemy by a public edid, 
excluding for ever the eledoral houfe of Bavaria 
from the fucceDGon to the crown of Hungary : yet, 
without the fubfidy fhe received from Great-Britain* 
their courage and attachment would have proved 
ineffedual. By this fupply {he was enabled to pay 
lier army, ered magazines, complete her warlike 
preparations , and put her ftrong places in a pollure 
of defence. In December her generals, Berenclau 
and Mentzel, defeated Count Thoring, who 
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1 O O X commanded eight thourand tocti , at the pa(s of 
1I« Scardingen , and opening their way into Bavaria , 
*'♦•• laid the whole country under contribution ; while 
Count Khevenbuller retook the city of Lintz, and 
drove the French troops out of Auftria. The Grand 
Signor aflured the Queen of Hungary , that far from 
taking advance of her troubles , he (hould feize all 
opportunities to convince her of hisfriendlbip: the 
Pope permitted her to levy a tenth on the revenues 
of the clergy within her dominions ; and even to ufc 
all the church-plate for the fupport of the war. 

J XII. As the Czarina cxpreffed an inclination 
to aflift this unfortunate princefs, the French 
court refolverf to^n^ her employment in anodier 
quarter. They had already gained over to their 
interefl Count Gyllenburgh, prime minifter and 
prefident of the thancerjr m Sweden. A di^\ite 
happening between him and Mr. Burnaby^ the 
Britilh refident at Stockholm , fome warm alterca- 
tion paflcd: M. Burnaby was forbid the court » 
and publiflied a memorial in his own vindication : 
on the other hand, the King of Sweden juftified 
liis condud in a refcript fent to all the foreign 
, minifters. The King of Great-Britain had propof- 
cd a fubfidy-treaty to Swfeden , which , from the 
influence of French councils, was rejeded. The 
Swedes having affemblcd jsl numerous army in 
Finland, and equipped a large fquadron of lhips» 
declared war againft Ruffia, upon the moft trifling 
pretences; and the fleet putting to fea, commenced 
hoftilitiesbyblockingup theRufliatt ports inLivonia. 
A body of eleven thoufand Swedes, commanded 
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by General Wrangel , having advanced to cHAr. 
Willttienftrand , %vcre in Auguft attacked and vii. 
defeated by General Lafci , at the head of thirty ^7^^* 
thoufand Ruffians. Count Lcewenhaupt , who 
commanded the ipain army of the Swedes, refolved 
to take vengeance for thisdifgr^ce, after the Ruffian 
troops had retired into winter-4uarters. In Decem- 
ber he marched towards Wy burgh : but, receiv- 
ing letters from the Prince of Hcffc-Homburgh , 
and the Marquis de la Chetardie , the French 
ambaffador at Peterfburgh , informing him of tl^e 
furprifing revolution which had juft happened in 
Ruffia, and pi;opofing a fufpenfion of hoftilities;- 
he retreated with his army, in order to wait for 
further inftrudioHs; and the two courts agreed to 
a ceflation of arms for three months. 

$ XIII. The Ruffians had been for fome time 
difcontented with their government. The late 
Czarina was influenced chiefly by German councils^ 
and employed a "great number of foreigners in her 
fervicc. Thefc caufes of difcontcnt produced'fadionf 
and confpiracies; and when they were difcovered, 
theEmprefs treated the authors of them with fuch 
feverity as inereafed the general difaffedion. 
Befides, they were difpleafed at the manner in 
which fhe had fettled the fucceffion. The Prince 
of Brunfwick Lunenburgh-Bevern , father to the 
young Czar, was not at all agreeable to the 
Ruffian nobility 9 and his confort, the Princefs 
Anne of Mecklenburgh, having aflumed the reins 
oi government during her fon's minority , feemed 
to follow the maxims of her aunt, the late Czarina. 
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BOOK The Ruffian grandees and generals, therefore, 
IL- turned their eyes upon the princefs Elifkbeth, 
1741. ^jjo y^ag daughter of Peter the Great, and the 
darling ot the empire. The French ambaflador gladly 
concurred in a projedl for depofmg a princefs who 
vras well affeded to the houfe of Auftria. General 
Lafci approved of the dcfign , which was chiefly 
conduded by the Prince of Heflc - Homburgh , 
who^ in the reigns of the Emprefs Catharine 
and reter IL had beengeneraliflimoof the Ruffian 
army* The good will and concurrence of the 
troops being fecured , two regiments of guards 
took poflcffion of all the avenues of the Imperial 
palace at Peterfburgh. The Princefs Elifabeth, 
i putting her felf at the head of one thoufand men,^ 
on the fifth day of December entered the winter- 
palace, where the Princefs, of Meckienburgb and 
the infant Czar refided. She advanced into the 
chamber where the Princefs and her confort lay 
and deGred them to rife , and quit the palace , 
adding, ibat their perfons were fafe; and that 
they could not jufUy blame her for afferting her 
right. • At the fame time, the Counts Ofterman, 
Golofkin, Mingden; and Munich were arretted ; 
their papers and eflfedte were feized, and their 
perfons conveyed to Schluffelburgh , a fortrefe 
on the Neva. Early in the morning the fenate 
affembling , declared all that had palTed fince 
the reign of Peter ll. to be ufurpation ; and that 
t the imperial dignity belonged of right to the Prin» 
cefs Elifabeth: (he was immediately proclaimed 
Emprefs of all theRuffias, and recognized by the 
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army in Finland. She forthwith publiCbed a general 
a<a of indemnity : flie created the Prince of Heffe- 'Vn< 
Homburgh generaliflimo of her armies: fhe reftored '^** 
the Dolgorucky family to their honors and eftates : 
Ihe recalled and jewarded all thofe who had been 
banifhed for favoring her pretenfions : (he mitigated 
the exile of the Dtikc of Courland, by indulging 
him with a maintenance more fuitable to his 
rank : ftie releafed General Wrangel , Count 
Wafaburgh , and the other Swedifli officers , who 
had been taken at the battle of Willmenftrandj 
and the Princefe Anne of Mecklenburgh , with 
her confort and children, were fe;it under a flrong 
guard , to Riga , the capital of Livonia. 

§ XIV. Amidfl thefe tempefts of war and revolu- 
tion , the States - General wifely determined to 
preferve their own tranquillity- It was, doubtlefs, 
their intereft to avoid the dangers and expenfe of 
a war, and to profit by that ftagnation of commerce 
which would neceffarily happen among their 
neighbours that were at open enmity with each 
other : bcfides , they were over-awed by the 
declarations of the French monarch on one fide; 
by the power , activity and pretenfions of his 
Pruffian Majefty on the other; and they dreaded 
the profpedl of a Stadtholder at the head of their 
army. Thefe at leaft were the fentiments of many 
Dutch patriots, re-enforced by others that acfted 
under French influence. But the Prince of Orange 
numbered among his partifans and adherents many 
perfons of dignity and credit in the commonwealth : 
he was s^dored by the populace , who loudly 
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ftOOK exdaimed againft their goverftors, and clamored 
IK for a >yar, without ceafing. This national fpiric. 
Joined to the remonflrances add rcquifitions made 
by the courts of Vienna and London, obliged the 
States to ifTue orders for an augmentation of their 
forces: but thefe were executed fo flowly , that 
neither France nor Fruflia had much caufe to take 
umbrage at their preparations. In Italy th^ King 
of Sardinia declared for the houfe of Auftria: the 
republic of Genoa was deeply engaged in the French 
intereft : the Pope , the Venetians ,, and the 
dukedom of Tufcany were neutral: the King of 
Naples refolved to fiipport the claim of hi^ family 
to the Auftrian (^oniinions in Italy, and began to 
make preparations accordingly. His mother, the 
Queen of Spain, had formed a plan for ercding 
thefe dominions into a monarchy for her fecond 
fon Don Philip; and a body of fifteen thoufand men 
being embarked at Barcelona , were tranfported to 
prbitello , under the convoy of the united fquadrons 
of France and Spain. While Admiral Haddock , 
with twelve (hips of the line , lay at anchor in the 
bay of Gibraltar, the Spani(h fleet paffed the ftraits 
in the night, and was joined by the French 
fquadron from Toulon. The Britifh admiral failing 
from Gibraltar, fell in with them in a few days, 
and found both fquadrons drawn up in line of battle. 
As he bore down upon tl.e Spanifb fleet, the 
French admiral fcntaflag of truce, to inform him, 
that as the French a^d Spaniards were engaged in 
a joint-expedition, he fhould be obliged to aA 
in concert with his mailer's allies. This interpofition 
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prevented an engagement. The combined fleets CH I Fr 
amounting to double the number of the Englilh va. 
fquadron , Admiral Haddock was obliged to defift; 1^41.] 
and proceedecr^^ Port Mahon , leaving the enemy 
to profecute their voyage without moleftation. 
The people of England were incenfed at this 
tranfadion , atid did not fcruple to affirm , that the 
hands of the Britilb admiral were tied up by the 
neutrality of Hanover '. 

§ XV. The court of Madrid feemed to have 
fhaken oflF that indolence and phlegm which had 
formerly difgraced the councils of Spain. They no • 
fooner learned the deftination of Commodore 
Anfon , who had failed from Spithead in the courfe 
of the preceding year, than thcyfent Don Pizzaro, 
with a more powerful fquadron, upon the fame voy* 
age, to defeat his defign. He accordingly (leered the 

In the month of July two Ihlps of HaddockVfquadion faU 
ling in with three French fhips of war , Captain Barnct , the 
Englifli commodore, fuppofingthem to be Spanifh-rcgifter-flhips, 
fired a (hoc, in order to bring them to ; and they refufing to com-r 
ply with this Ognal, a fharp engagement e^fued : after they had 
fought feveral hours, the Frenqh commander ceafcd firing, and 
thought proper to come to an explanation, when he andi 
Barnet parted with mutual apoJogiej. 

In the courfe of thia year a dangerous confpiracy was difco- 
vered at New. York, in North-America. One Hewfon a low 
publican, had engaged feveral negroes in a defign to deftroy the 
town, and ilnaffacre the people. Fire was fet to feveral parts of 
the city : mne or ten negroes were apprehended, convidled , 
an(jl burned alive.^ Hewfon, with hU wife, and a fervant- 
maid , privy to the plot , were found guilty and hanged , 
diougfa they died proteftipg ri^eir innocence. 
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^ BOOK fame courfe, and adually fell in >vith one or two 
II* fliips of the Britifh armament, near the ftraits of 
i74f. Magellan: but he could not weather a long and 
furious tempeft, through which Mr. Anfon procee- 
ded into the South-Sea. One of the Spanifh {hips 
perifhed at fea : another was wrecked on the coaft 
of Brazil ; and Pizzaro bore away for the Rio de 
la Plata, where he arrived with the three remaining 
fhips, in a fliattered condition, after having loft 
twelve hundred men by ficknefs and famine. The 
Spaniards exerted the fame vigilance and adivity 
• in Europe. Their privateers were fo induftrious 
and fuccefsful, that in the beginning of this year 
they had taken, fince the commencement of the war, 
four hundred and feven (hips belonging to the fub- 
jeAs of Great-Britain , valued at near four millions 
of piaftres. The traders had , therefore , too much 
cailfe to complain , confidering the formidable fleets 
which were maintained for the protedlion of com- 
merce. In the courfe of thefummer. Sir John Norris 
had twice failed towards the coaft of Spain , at the 
head of a powerful fquadron , without taking any 
effectual ftep for annoying the enemy , as if the folc 
intention of the miniftry had been to expofe the 
nation to the ridicule and contempt of its enemies. 
The inadlivity of the Britifh arms appears the more 
inexcufable,when weconfider the great armaments 
which had been prepared* The land-iforces of Great- 
Britain, exclufive of the Danilh and Heflian auxili- 
aries^ amounted to fixty thoufand men ; and the fleet 
confifted of above one hundred (hips of war, manned 
by iifty-four thoufand failors. 

J XVI. 
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5 XVI. The general difdontent of the peopk had 
a manifeft influence upon the eledion of members 
for the new parliament, which produced one of the jyVi' 
moft violent contefts between the two parties , which 
had happened fince the Revolution. All the adherents 
of the Prince of Wales concurred with the country* 
J>arty^in oppofition to the rainifter-f and the Duke 
of Argyle exerted himfelf fo fuccefsfuUy among the 
ihires and boroughs of Scotland, that, the parti* 
fans of the miniftry cduld not fecure fix members 
out of the whole number returned from North- 
Britain. They were, however, much more fortunate 
in theeledion of tbefixteen peers, who were chofen 
literally according to the lift tranfraitted from court4 
Inftrudions were delivered by the conftituents ta 
a great number of members returned for cities and 
counties, exhorting and requiring them to oppofe 
a ftanding army in time of peace ; to vote for the 
mitigation of excifeJaws; for the repeal of feptennial 
parliaments ; and for the limitation of placemen in 
the Houfe of Commons. They , likewife , infided 
upon their examining into the particulars of the 
public expcnfe, and endeavouring to redrefe the 
grie^ndes of the nation* Obftinate ftruggles were 
maintained in all parts of the united kingdom with 
uncommon ardor and petfeverance; and fuch 4 
national fpirit of oppofition prevailed « that tiotwith* 
ftanding the whole weight of minidcrial influence, 
the contrary intereft fecmed to preponderate in the 
new parliaments 

S XVII. The Kitig fetifrned to England b the 
month of Odtober; and on thefirft day of December 
Vol- IV. M 
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t O O k; the fcffion wa$ opened. Mr. Onflow beuig -rc- 
11. chofen ^beaker was approved of by his Majcfty» 
*'♦'• who fpoke in the ufual ftyle to both Houfes. He 
jobferved, that the former parliament had (brmcd 
the ftrongeft rcfolutions in favor of the Queeil 
of Hungary , for the maintenance of the pragmatic 
fandion; for ihe pre&rvation of the balance of 
power » and the peace and liberties, of Europe; 
and that if. the other powers which were midtr 
the like engagements with him had snfwered the 
juft expedations fo folemnly given ^ the fepport 
of the common caufe would have been att^idp 
ed with le(s difficulty. He laid, he bad endea- 
voured , by the moft proper and early applications « 
to induce other powers that were united widi 
bim by the ties of common interefl; to coocevt 
fuch meafuj:es as to important and critical a coo^ 
jundure required: that where an accommodation 
feemed neceflary, he had labored to reconcile 
princes whofe union would have been the moft 
effedual means to prevent the mifchiefs which 
happened, and the bed fecurity for the intereft 
and fafety of the whole. He owned his endeavoun 
had not hitherto produced the defired efied; 
though he was not without hope, that a juft 
fenfe of approaching danger would ^e a more 
favorable turn to the councils of other nations. 
He reprefented the neccffity of putting the kin^ 
dom in fuch a poftute of defence as would enalie 
him to improve all opportunities of maintaining 
the liberties of Europe , and defeat any attempts 
that fiiould be made againft him and his doncunioiiss 
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nod hfe l^Cdtrirtt^rtded tinanriiiity, vi^or, and difpatch. c « a *. 
The Houfe of Commons having appointed theit vti. 
feveralcomrhitfcees, the Speaker i-eported the King^s '^4^* 
fpeechj and Mh Herbert mcived for an addrefe erf 
thanks, including an approbation of the mean* by 
Vrhicb tbit \^ar had been profecoted. The motion 
being fcconded by Mr. Ttevor , Lord Noel Sonierfet 
ftood np and moved that the Houfe would ia 
their addrefs defire his Majefty not to ^engage 
thtk kihgdottls in a war for the prefervatioil of 
hh foreign dominions.^Hc was fuppofted by that 
ihcorhJptible patriot, Mr. Shippen, who declared 
ht Was neither albamed nor afraid to affirm , that 
thirty years had made no change in any of his 
political opinions. He faid he was grown old in 
ihe Houfe of Common^; that tinie had verified 
fN^edidlions he had formerly uttered 5 and that h« 
fcad fecn his conjedures ripened into knowledge. 
^ If my country (added he) has been (0 unfdf- 
^* tonate as Once more to commit her interefl: to 
** men who pVopofe to tbemfelves no advantage 

* from their truft but that of felling it, I may^ 
^ perhaps, fall once more tfnder cenfu^e for dd- 
*^ chringmy opinion , and be once more treated i% 
^ a criminal, for affcrting what they who pu'nifh 
^ toe cannot deriy ; for maintaining that Hanoverian 
^ rtiaxims are inconfiftent with the happinefi of 
^ this nation ; and for preferving the eatition fo 

* ftrongly inculcated by thofe patriots who fra- 
^ tntd the a<a of fettleraent, and conferred upon 
^ the prefent royal fatnily theif title to the throne?' 
He patticularisped the inflancei in which the ttiin^r/ 
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BOOK faad aded in diametrical oppofition to thatnecefTary 
11* conftitutioQ : and he infifted on the necefficy of 
*5^*'* taking ferae ftep to remove the apprehenfioos of 
the people, who began to think themfclves in 
dat\ger of being facrificed to the fecurity of foreign 
dominions^ Mr. Gibbon, who fpoke on the fame 
fide of the queftion , expatiated upon the abfur- 
dity of returning thanks for the profecution of a 
war which had been egregioufly mifmanaged. 
^' What! (faid he) are our thanks to be folemnly 
^ returned for defeats, djfgrace, and loflTes, the 
^ ruin of our merchant, the imprifonment of 
" ourfailors, idle (hows of armaments, and ufele& 
** expenfes?*' Sir Robert Walpole having made 
a Ihortfpeech in defence of the firft motion for 
an addrefs, was anfwered by Mr. Pultency, wKo 
feemed to be animated with a double proportioiji 
of patriot indignation. He afferted , that from a 
review of that minifter's condud fmce the begin- 
ning of the difpute.with Spain, it would appear 
that he had been guilty not only of fingle errors , 
but of deliberate treachery: that he had always 
co-operated with the enemies of his country, 
and facrificed to his private intereft the happinefe 
and honor of the Britifh nation. He then entered 
into a detail of that condudl againft which he had 
fo often declaimed ; and being tranfported by an 
over-heated imagination , accufed him of perfonal 
attachment and affedion to the enemies of the 
kingdom. A charge that was doubtlefs the refult 
of exaggerated animoGty , and fcrved only to in- 
validate the other articles of imputation that were 
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much better founded. His objedlions were over- c H A P» 
rilled; and the addrefs, as at firft propofed, was yjj^ 
prefented to his Majefty. 1741. 

$ XVIII. This fmall advantage, however, the 
minifter did not confider as a proof of his having 
atcertained an undoubted majority in xthe Houfe 
of Coifimons. There was a great number of dit 
puted elections; and the difcuflion of thefc was 
the point on which the people had turned their 
eyes, as the criterion of the minifter's power and 
credit- In the firft which was heard at the bar , 

of the Houfe , he carried his point by a majority 
of fix only ; and this he looked upon as a defeat 
rather than a vidtory. His enemies exulted in 
their ftrength : as they knew they flbould be join- 
ed , in matters of importance , by feveral members 
who voted againft them oh this occafion. The 
inconfiderable majority that appeared on the 
fide of the adminiftration phinJy proved that the 
influence of the minifter was greatly diminifhcrf, 
and feemed to progoofticat^ his further decline. 
This confideration induced fome individu^ils to 
declare againft him as a fetting fun , from whofc 
beams they could exped no further warmth. 
His adherents began to tremble; and he himfelf 
bad occafion for all his art and equanimity. The 
court*intercft was not fufBcient to fijpport the 
eledion of their own members for Weftminften 
The high- bailiff had been guilty of fome illegal 
pradices at the poll ; and three juftices of the peace 
liad^ on pretence of pre vesting riots, fent for a 
military force to over-awe the eledlion. A petition 

M 3 
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.90011 prcfentcd by the electors of W^ftnfiinfltcr was 
II. (aken into confideration by the Houfe; iand the 
*^*'r eledion was declared void by a majority of fou^p 
voices. The high-bailiff was taken into cuftody : 
the officer who ordered thefoldierg to march, and 
the three juftices who figned the letter, in confer 
quence of which he aded, were reprimanded oo 
their kqets at the bar of the Hopfe. 

$ XIX. The country -party maintained the 
Advantage they had gained in deciding upon feveral 
other controverted elections , and Sir Robert WaU 
pole tottered on the brink of ruin. He knew 
that the majority pf a finglc vote would at any 
time commit him prifoner to the Tower, fbould 
ever the motion be made ; and be faw that his 
fatcty could be effeded by no other^ expedient 
but that of dividing the oppofition* Tc( wards 
the accpmplifliment of this purpofe he employed 
all his credit and dexterity. His emiflaries did not 
f^il to tamper with thofe members of the oppofite 
p^rty who were the moft likely to be converted 
by their arguments. A meffagc was font by the 
3ifhop of Oxford to thePrince of Wales, import- 
i|ig. That if his royai highnefs would write a 
letter of condefcenrK>n to the King, he and all his 
counfellors fhould be taken into favor; that fifty 
thou£md pounds (hould be added to his revenue ; 
fopr times that lum be diiburfed immediately for 
the payment of his debts ; and fuitable proviiioa 
be made in due time for all his followers. The 
Prince declined this propofal* He declared that he 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



G E O R GE II, 167 

would accept no fuch conditions v^hile Sir Robert cilAf* 
Walpole continued to dkecJl the public affairs: 'viu 
that he looked upon him as a bar between his i74k» 
Majefty, and the affedions of his people; as the 
author of the national grievances both at home 
and abroad ; and as the fole caufe of the contempt 
v^hich Great-Britain had incurred in all the courts 
of Europe. His royal higbnefs was now chief of 
this formidable party ^ revered by the whole nation 
-^ — a party which. had gained the afcendancy in 
tbe Houfe of Commons which proteiFed to adt 
upon the principles of public virtue; which de* 
manded the fall pf an c;dious minifter, as a facri* 
fice due to an injured people ; and declared that 
no temptation could 0iake their virtue ; that no 
art could diflblve the cement by which they were 
united. Sir Robert Walpole, though repulfed in 
bis attempt upon the Prince of Wales , was more 
fticcefsful in his other eiideavours. He refolved to 
try his ftrength once more in the Houfe of Com- 
mons , in another difputed eledlion ; and had the 
mortification to fee the majority augmented to 
fixteen voices. He declared he would never mprc 
fit in that Houfe; and next day, which was the 
third of February, the King adjourned bothHoufes 
of parliament to the eighteenth day of the fame 
month. In this interim Sir Robert Walpole was 
created Earl of Orford ^ and refigaed all bis 
employments. 

$ XX. At no time of his life did he acquit 
himfelf ^ith fuch prudential policy as be now 

M4 
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BOOK dffplaycd. He found means to feparate the parts 
H. that compofed the oppofition , and to transfer the 
'^*'- popular odium from himfetf to thofe who had pro* 
feffed thc.nfelves his keeneft adverfaries. The 
country.party confifted of the Tories, re enforced 
by difcontcnted Whrgs , who had either been difap- 
pointed in their own ambitious views , or felt for the 
diftreffes of their country , occafioned by a weak 
and worthfefs adftainiftratio.n. The old patriots, 
and the Whigs whom they had joined, acftedupoa 
very different , and , indeed , upon oppofitc prin- 
ciples of governnEient ; and therefore , they were 
united only by the ties of convenience. A coalition 
was projeded between the difcontented Whigs and 
thofc of the fame denomination who aded in the 
miniftry. Some were gratified with titles and offices ; 
and all were affured , that in the management of 
affairs a new fyftem would be adopted , according 
to the plan they themfelves fliould propofe. The 
court required nothing of them , but that the Earl 
ofOrford fhould efcape with impunity. His place 
of Chancellor of the Exchequerwasbeftowed upon 
Mr. Sandys, who was like wife appointed a Tord of 
theTrea(bry: and the Earl pf Wilmington fucceed- 
- cd him as firft commiffioner of that board. Lord 
Harrington being dignified with the title of Earl, 
was declared prefident of the council; and in hi$ 
room Lord Carteret became fecretary of ftat^. 
The Duke of Argyle was made mafter-general of 
the Ordnance , colonel of his Majefty*s royal regi-* 
tnent of horfe-guards, fieId*marIbaUnd commander 
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in chief of all the forces in South-Britain; but, 0H4K 
finding himfeJf difappointcd in his expedations of Vil. 
the coalition , he, in lefs than a month , renounced all ^'♦** 
thefc employments. The- Marquis of Tweedale 
Mras appointed fecpetary of ftate for Scotland , apoft 
which had been longfuppreffed: Mr. Pulteney was 
fworn of' the privy-council, and afterguards created 
Earl ofBath. The Earl of Winchelfea and Notting- 
ham was preferred to the head of the Admiralty in . 
the room of Sir Charles 'Wager; and, after thc/ 
refignation of the Duke of Argyle, the Earl of 
Stair was appointed field-marihal of all his majefty*s 
forces, as well as ambaffador-cxtraordinary to the 
States-general. On the feventeenth day of February > 
th6 Prince of Wales attended by a numerous retinue ^ 
of his adherents , waited on his Majefty, who' t 

received him gracioufly , jand ordered his guards' 
to be reftored , Lord ^ Carteret and* Mr. Sandys^ 
were, the fidl who embraced the offers of the court - ^ 
without the confent or privity of* a^ other leaders 
in the oppofition , except that of Mr. Pulteney ;e 
but they declared to their friends, they would ftill 
proceed upon patriot principles 2 that they would 
concur in promoting an inquiry into paft meafures;^ 
and in enading neceffary laws to fecure the con- 
ftitution from the-pradices of corruption. Thefe. 
profeffions were believed, not only by their old 
-coadjutors in the Houfe of Commons, but alfp 
by the nation in general. The. rccondliation 
between, the King and. the Prince of Wales. to- 
gcther. with thc change in the miniftry , were cele-. v , 
brated with public rejoicings all over the Jkiip^dom;' 
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Af> OK> and immedisitely after the adjoarnment nochiogbut 
II. cpacord appeared ia ^e Houfe of Commonf. 
*7^t $ XXL But tbk harmoiiy was of ibort duration. 

It fooo appeared , that thofe who bad declaimed the 
loudeft for the liberties of their country bad beca 
aduated folely by the moft fordid, aod.evea tbe moft 
ridicuJous motives of felf-intereft. Jealoufy and 
mutual diftruft enfued between them and their for- 
mer confederates. The nation complained , that , 
inftead of a total change of men and meafures , they 
fawtbe oldminiftry ftrengthened by this coalition; 
and the fame intereft in parliament predominating 
with redoubled influence. They branded the new 
converts as apoflates and betrayers of their country f 
and, in the iraol|K>fts of their indignation ^ they en- 
, tirely over-looked the old objed of their refeotment. 
Tbatanobteman of pliantpriocipks, narrow iortunet 
ani^ unbounded ambition, fhould forfake his party 
for the blandilhmeftts of affluence , powet , and 
authority, wA not appear ftrange to any perfoa 
acquainted with the human heart ; but the fen£ble 
part of mankind will alwaysrefled with amazement 
upon the condud of a man , who feeing himfelf 
idolized by his fellow- citizens, as the iirft and 
firmed patriot in the kingdom, as one of the molk 
fliining ornaments of his country, could give up 
all his popularity , and incur the contempt or 
detedation of mankind, for the wretched confidcrap 
tipn of an empty title, without office, influence, or the 
llBaft fubflantial appendiige. One cannot, without 
an emodon of grief, comemplate fuch an ii^nice 
^ ictfilWlMoa •» One (^not but lament , that 
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Cucli glory ibottld have been fo weakly forfeited i c it A ^ 
that fucb talents (hould have been loft tothecauf« yth 
of liberty and virtue. Dottbtlefs,fae flatiered bimfelf 1741. 
lyt^itb ;he hope of one day direi^ingthe councils of 
his foyereign ; but this was nevef- acoonapli(hed , 
fuid he remained a folitary monument of biafted 
ambition. Before the diange in the miniftry , Mr. 
Fulteney moved that the feveral papers relating to 
tbe conduA of the war, which had been hid before 
the Houfe, (hould be referred to a lele<5t committee, 
who ihould examine ftridly into the particulars , and 
laoake a report to the Hoiife of their remarks , and 
{>bje(^on$. The motion introduced a debate ; ^ 
but, upon a divifion^ was rejeded by a majority 
of three' voices. Petitions having been ptefented 
|>y the merchants of London, Briftol, Liverpool, 
GUfgow, and almoft all the trading towns in the 
kingdom, complaining oftheiolfes they had fuftainx 
ed by the bad condud of the war , the Houfe refolv« ^ 

td itfelf into a committee , to deliberate on thefe 
remonftranc^s. The artijcks of the London-petition 
were explained by Mr. Glover an eminent mcr- 
efaant of that city. Six days were fpent in peruf*- 
ipg papers and examining witnelTes : then the fame 
gfentleman furamed up the evidence , and in a pa- 
thetic fpeech endeavoured to demonftrate, that the 
commerce of Great • Britain had been expofed 
to the infults and rapine of the Spaniards , not 
by inattention or accident, but by one uniform and 
continued, defigo. This inquiry being rcfumed after 
the adjournment, copies of inftruAions to admirals 
and captains of cruiling ibips ' yrcre laid 
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k X bfcforc the Houfe : the Commons pafled feveral re- 
H. folution$ , upon which a bill was prepared for the 
better proteding and fecuring the trade and navi* 
gation of the kingdom. It made its way through 
the Lower H^fc ; but was thrown out by the 
Lords. The penfion - bill was revived and fent 
up to the Peers, where it was again rejedcd, Lord 
Carteret voting againft thac very me^fure which 
be bad fo lately endeavoured to promote. Oii the 
ninth day of March^ Lord Limeric made a motion 
for appointing a committee to i^iquire into the 
c^ndud of affairs for the laft twenty years : he was' 
feconded by Sir John St. Aubin; and fupported 
by Mr. Vclters Cornwall, Mr. Phillips, Mr. W: 
Pitt, and Lord Percival , the new memiber for 
Weftminftcr, who had already fignalized himfelf 
by bis eloquence and capacity. The motion was 
oppofed by Sir Charles Wager, Mr. Pelham, and 
Mr. Henry Fox , furveyor-general to his Majefty's 
works , and brother to Lord llchcfter. Though 
the oppofition was faint and frivolous , thepropo- 
fal was reje<Jled by a majority of two voices. 
Lord Limeric , not yet difcoiiraged , made a 
motion , on the twenty-third day of March for an 
incjuiry into the condudof Robert Earl of Orfordv 
for the laft ten yeats of his adminiftration ; and-, 
afft^r a Ibarp debate , it was carried in the affir*- 
n^atiye. The Houfe refolved to. chufe a fecrct 
committee by ballot ; and in the mean timeprefent-*^ 
ed an addrefs to the King , aflbring him of their 
fidelity, zeal, and a£Fedion. 
t JS XXIL Sjr Robert Godfchall having moved 
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for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the aA for g h ^^ p^ 

fcptennial parliaments, he was feconded by Sir yn. 
John Ba/n^rd; but warmly oppofed by Mr. Pul^ 1742. 
teney and Mr. Sandys ; and the queftion paffed 
in the negative. The committee of fecrefy being 
chofen , began to examine evidence , and Mr. Pax- 
ton, folicitor to the Trcafury , refufing to anfwec 
fuch queftions as were put to him , Lord Limeric ^ 
cliairman of the committee, complained to the Houfei 
of his obftinacy. He was fitft taken into cuftody;^ 
and ftill perfifting in his refufal , committed to 
Newgate. Then his lordfhip moved that leava 
ftould be given to bring in a bill for indemnifying 
evidence againft the Earl of Orford; and it was 
actually prepared, by a decifion of the majority. Itk 
the Houfe of Lords it was vigoroufly oppofed by 
Lord Carteret , and as ftrenuoufly fupported by 
the Duke of Argyle; but fell upon a divifion, byv 
^he weight of fuperior numbers. Thofe member^ 
in the Houfe of Commons who heartily wiflied 
that the inquiry mightbeprofecuted were extremely, 
incenfed at the fate of this bill. A committee was 
appointed to fearch the' journals of the Lords fog 
precedents : their report being read. Lord Strangq 
fon of the Earl of Derby , moved for a refolutioni 
*' That the Lords refufing to concur with the 
Commons of Great-Britain, in an indemnification 
neceffary to the etfediual carrying on the inquiry, 
now depending in parliament, is an obftrudiba 
to juftice, and may prove fatal to the liberties 
of this nation. — This motion, which w^s fc-. 
conded by Lprd Qiiarcndon, fbn of the Earl of 
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BOOK* I-ichfield gave rffc to a vtztth debate; and Mr, 
It, Sandys declaimed againft it, a^ a fliep that would 
I74\ bring on an immedislce dilTolution of the prefent 
form of govcrnrbent. It is really amazing to fee 
"with what effrontery fdme men can fhift their 
maxims, and openly codtradidl the ^vhblls tenor 
of their former conduct. Mf. Sandys did not pafe 
wncenfured : he fuftaincd fome ftvcre farcafms on 
fcis a[>oftacy, from Sir John Hynde Cotton, who 
ttfuted all his objecStionS' : nevcrthelefs, the motion 
faffed in the riegative. Notwithftartding this great 
dbftrudion, purpofely thrown in the w<iy of the 
inquiry , the fecret committee difcovered many 
flagrant inftances of fraud and corruption! in which 
the EarlofOrfofd had been concerned. It appear- 
ed that he bad granted fraudulent contrads for 
paying the troops in the Weft -Indies: that h^ 
had employed iniquitous arts to influence elec- 
tions : that for fccret-fervice , during the Jaft tert 
years, he had touched one million four hundred 
fifty-three thoufand four hundred pounds of the 
public money t that above fifty thoufalrrd pounds 
of this fum had been paid to authors and printers 
of news -papers and political tracts written in de* 
fence of the miniftry : that on the very day which 
preceded his refignation he had figned orders on 
the civil-lift revenues for above thirty thoufand 
poonds: but as the cafh remaining in the Ex« 
chequer did not much exceed fourteen thou&nd 
pounds , he had raifed the remaking part of the 
thirty thoufand , by pawning the orders to a ban* 
ker. The conimittee proceeded to make fortb^r 
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progrefe in their fcro tiny/ and had almo(l preparefd a c rf i i^. 
third report, when they were interrupted by thfc vn. 
prorogation of parliament. t^44. 

$ XXIII. The mmiftry, finding rt was ncceffary 
to take fon>e ftep for conciliating the afFcdion of tbe 
people , gave way to a bill for exclod^ing certain of. 
ficers from feat» in the Houfe of Commons. They 
palTed another for encouraging the Mnen manufkd* 
.tufc; a third for regulating the trade of the planta- 
tions; aftd a fourth to prevent the marriage of lunaticsr. 
They voted forty thoufand feamen, and fixty-tw6 
thousand five hundred landmen for the fervice ofth6 
current year. They,proVidedforthefubfidie5 toDenr- 
niark and Hcffe-CafTcl, and voted five hundred thou- 
fand pto\inds to the Queen of fiungary. The expenfe 
of the year amounted to near fix millions, raifedby 
the land-tax at four fhillings in the pound , by th6 
malt-tax, by one million from the finking-fu'nd, by 
annuities granted upon it for eight hundred thoufand 
pounds , and a loan of one million fix hundred thoa« 
fand pounds from the Bank* In the month of liily, 
John Lord Go wer was appointed keeper of his Ma- 
jefty's privy-fcal : Allen Lord Batburft was rtad^ 
captain of the band of penfioners ; and on the fifteenth 
day of the month, Mr. Pulteney took his feat id 
the Hojifc of Peers, as Earl of Bath. The Kin g clot 
cd the feffion in the ufual way, after having given 
them tounderftand, that a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded between the Queen of Hungary and the King 
of Pruffia , under his mediation ; and that the late 
fucceffcs of the Auftrian arms were in a great meafui^^ 
owing to the generous aififtance afforded by theBr^ 
tifii nation. • 
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BOOK S XXIV* By this time great changes had bappen- 
it cd in the affairs of the continent. 7 he Eledor of-Ba- 
f 74«. varia was chofen Emperor of Germany at Franckfort 
on the Maine , and crowned by the name of Charles 
yiLonthe twelfth day of February. Thither the im* 
perial diet was removed from Ratifbon : they confirnv* 
jed his eledlion , and indulged him with a fubfidy of 
fifty Roman months, amounting to about two bun* 
dred thoufand pounds fterling. In the mean time, the 
Auftrian general, KhevenhuUer, ravaged his elec- 
torate, and made himftplf mafter of IV|unich, the 
capital of Bavaria : be likewife laid part of the 
Palatinate under contribution, in refentment for 
that Eleiftor's having fent a body of his troops to 
re-enforce the Imperial army. In March / Count 
Saxe , with a detachment of French and Bavarians, 
reduced Egra ; and the Auftrians were obliged to 
evacuate Bavaria , 'though they afterwards return- 
ed. Khevenhuller took poll in the neighbourhood 
of Paffau , and detached General Bernelau to 
Dmglefing on the Ifer , to obferve the motions 
of the enemy who were now become extremely 

i. formidable. In May a detachment of French and 

Bavarians advanced to the caftle of Hilkerfbcrgh 
on the Danube, with a view to take poffcffion 
pf a bridge over the river z the Auftrian garrifoa 
immediately marched out to give them battle, 
and a feverc adion enfued , in which the Imperi- 
alifts were defeated. , 

$ XXV. In the beginning of the year the Queen 
of Hungary had affembled two cpnfiderablc armies 
in Moravia and Bohemia. Frinc.e Charles of 

Lorraine, 
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Lorraine, j;t the head o| fifty thoufand m^ri, ad- 
vanced againft the Saxons arid Pruflians ^ ^hcj 
thought proper to retire Xfnth precipitation from 
Moraviaj which they had invaded. Then the Prince 
took the route to Bdhemia, and Matcfcbal Broglio , 
who commanded the French forces in that country , 
tnuft have fallen n facrifice, had not the King of 
PruflSa receive*d a ftrong re-enforcement, and enterbd 
that kingdopi before his allies could be attacked. 
The two armies advanced towards each other , and^ 
on thefeventeertth of May^ joined battle atCzafl^w, 
■where the Aullrians at firft gained a manifcft advart* 
tage , and penetrated as far as the Prullian baggage : 
then the irregulars began to plunder fo eagerly ; 
that they ricgleded every 6$her confideration. Thd 
^rUfliatl infantry took this opportunity to rally 9 
the battle Was renewed , and after a Very obftiriatet 
conteft , the victory Was fnatchcd out of the bands 
Df the Auftrians , Who w^re obliged to retire , with 
th^ iofs of five thoufand men killed, and twelve' 
hundred taken by the enertiy. Th^ Fruffians paid 
dear for the honor df remaining on the field of battle 1 
and froni the circumftances of this adioid the King 
isfaid to have conceived adifguft tb t^e War. When 
the Auftrians piade fuch progrelis in the beginning' 
of the engagement , he rode off with great expedi* 
tion, until be was recalled by a meffage fronni hig 
general, the Count de SchWerih affuring his Mat 
jefiy that there was no danger of a defeat. Im 
mediately after this battle , he difcovered an iti 
ciination to accbmmp'datc all diffej^ences Witb th^* 



CHAP. 

viu 
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BOOK Queen of Hungary. The Earl of Hyndford , am- 
II. baflador from the court of Great -Britain , who ac- 
i74«. companied him in this campaign and was vefted with 
full powers by her Hungarian Majefty, did not fail 
to cultivate this favorable difpofition ; and on the firft 
day of June, a treaty of peace between the two powers 
was concluded at Breflaw. The Queen ceded to his 
Pruffian Majefty the Upper and Lower Silefia, with 
the county of Glatz in Bohemia ; and he charged 
himfelf with the payment of the fum lent by the 
merchants of London to the late Emperor, on the Sile- 
fian revenues. He likewife engaged to obferve a ftrid 
neutrality during the war, and to withdraw his forces 
from Bohemia in fifteen days after the ratification of 
the treaty , in which were comprehended the Eang 
of Great-Britain E4edor of Hanover, the Czarina, 
the King of Denmark, the States- General, the houf^ 
of Wolfenbuttle, and the King of Poland Eledor 
of Saxony , on certain conditions , which were 
accepted. 

§ XX VL The King of Pruffia recalled his troops; 
while Marefchal Broglio , who commanded the 
French auxiliaries in that kingdom, and the Count 
de Belleifle, abandoned their magazines and baggage, 
andi-etired with precipitation under the cannon of 
Prague. There they intrenched themfelvcs in anad- 
vantageous fituation ; and Prince Charles being 
joined by the other body of Auftrians , under Prince 
Lobkowitz , encamped in fight of them, 6n the 
hills of Girifnitz. ' The Grand Duke of Tufcany 
arrived in the Au(\rian array , of which he took 
the command; and'the French generals oifered to 
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fiJrrender Prague , Egra , and all the other places t H A i?t; 
they poffelfed in Bohemia , prdvided they might bt Vii. 
allowed to tnatch off with theif arms , artillery , ^742. 
and baggagci. Thfe prbpofal was rejedled and 
Prague invefted oh all fides about the end of July. 
Though the operations of the fiege were carried on 
in an aukwar/J and flovenly manner , the place was 
io efFedtually blocked up, that famirie muft have 
CompelledtheTrench to furrcndcr at difcretion , had * 

not very extraordinary efforts been made for their 
relief. The Emperor had made advances to the 
Queen of Hungary. He promifed that the French 
forces fhould quitBdhemia, and evacuate the empire; 
and he offered to renounce all pretenfioris to the 
kingdom of Bohemia, on condition that the AtiftrianS 
would reftore Bavaria : but thefe conditions weref 
declined by the court of Vienna. The King of 
France Was no fooner apprized of the condition td 
•tvhich the Generals Brbglio and Belleiflewere redu- 
ced , than he fent orders to Marefchal Maillebois , 
who commanded his army on the Rhine , to maircH 
to their relief. His troops were immediately put iii 
inotiori ; and when thy reached' A mberg in the Up- 
]f)erPalatinatewere joined by the French arid Imperia- 
lifts from Bavaria. Prince Charles of Lorraine, having 
received intelligence of their juflndlion and defign, 
ieft eighteen thoufand men to maintain the blockade 
of Prague under the command of General FeftititZy ' 

while he himfelf , wiih the reft of his army , 
advanced to Haydon on the frontiers of Bohc- 
ttih. There he. was joined by Count Kheven- 
hullcr , who from Bavairia had followed the 

. N 1? 
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BOOK enemy, now commanded by Count SeckendorflF, 
II. and the Count de Saxe. ScckendorfF, however , 
ij'ia. ^35 fentback to Bavaria, while Marefchal Maillebois 
cntercjd Bohemia on the twenty-fifth day of Septem- 
per. But he marched with fuch precaution , that 
Prince Charles could not bring him to an engage*- 
ment. Mean while Feftititz, for wantof fufficien^ 
force, was obliged to abandon the blockade o£ 

t Prague; and the Fj;ench generals being now at 

liberty, took poft at Lctitmaritz. Maillebois ad- 
vanced as far as Kadap : but feeing the Auftrianf 
pofTefTed of all the pafles of the mountains, be march* 
ed back to the Palatinate, and was miferabiy ba<> 
raffed in his retreat by Prince Charles , who had left 
a (Iroqg body with Prince Lobkowitz , to watch the 
i|f)Otions of Belleifle and Broglio. 
J XXVII. Thefe generals feeing tbemfelves furroun- 
ded o 1 all hands, returned to Prague from whence 
Broglio made his efcape in the habit of a courier , and 
was Cent to coran^and the army of Maillebois , who 
was by this time difgraced. * Prince Lobkowitz , 
who now diredcd the blockade of Prague, had fo 
effedlually cut off all communication between that 
place and the adjacent country, that in a little time 
the French troops were reduced to great extremity, 
both from the fcMerity of the feafon , and the. 
want of provifibn. They were already reduced 
to ^he neceffity of eating horfc -flefh, and uncleaq 
animals ; and they had no other profpedt bu( 

» that of perilhing by famine or war, when their 

commander formed the fcheme of a retreat whic]^ 
was adually put in execution. Haying taken 
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fomc artful precautions to deceive the enemy , he, c H A P« 
in the middle of December , departed from Prague yii. 
tl midnight , with about fourteen thoufand men , 1742. 
thirty pieces of artillery , and feme of the principal 
citizens as hoftages for the fafety of riine hundred 
foldicrs whom be had left in garrifon. Notwith- ^ 
ftanding the difficulties he muft have encountered at 
that feafon of the year, in a broken and unfrequented ' * 
road , which he purpofely chofe , he marched with 
fuch expedition, that he had gained the pafies of 
the mountains, before he was overtaken by the 
horfe and hulTars of Prince Lobkowirz. The fatigue 
and bardfliips which the miferable foldicrs underwent 
are incxpreffible. A great number periOied in the 
fnow, and many hundreds, fainting with wearincft 
cold, and hunger, were left to the mercy of the Auf. 
trian irregulars, canfiftlng of the moft barbarous 
people on the face of the earth. 1 he Count de Bel- 
leifle, though tortured with the hip-gout , behaved 
with furprifing refolution andadlivity. Hccaufed^ 
himfelf to be carried in a litter to every place 
where he thought his pretence was ncceffary , and 
made fuch difpofitions , that the purfuers never 
could make an impreflioi^ upon the body of his 
troops: bu tall his artillery /baggage, and even his own 
equipage, fell into the bands of the enemy. On the 
twenty-ninth day of December, he ;arrived at Egra, 
from whence be proceeded to Alfacc without 
further moleftation : but, when he returned to 
Verfailles , he tnpt with a very cold reception, not- 
withftanding the gallant exploit which he had 
performed. After his efcape, Lobkowitz returned 

N 3 
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4 p Q K to Prague, and the fmall garrifon which Bellcifl^ 
II. ^ad left in that place furrendered upon honorable 
1742. (erms ; fo that this capital reverted to the houfe 
pf Auftria. 

§ XXVIIL The King pf Great-Britajn rcfolving 
to make a powerful diverfion in the Netherlands , 
• had, in the month of April, prdcredTixteen thoufand 
pfFedlive men to be embarked for that cpuntry : but , 
as this ftep was taken without any prcvioqs concert 
with the StatcsGeneral , the Earl of Stair deftined 
to the command of the forces in Flanders , was in 
the mean time appointed ambafladpr extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to their High- Mightineffes, 
in order to perfuade them to co-operate vigoroufly 
m the plan which his Britaqnic Majefty ha4 
formed -r- A plan by which Great - Britain was 
fsngaged as a principal irt. a foreign cjifputc , and 
cntaHed upon herfelf the whole burden of. an ex- 
penfive war, big with ruin and difgrace. Eng* 
land , from being the umpire , was now become a 
party in all continental quarrels; and, jnftead of 
trimming the balance of Europe, laviflicd away her 
blood and treafure in (upporting the intereft and 
allies of a puny eledorate in the north pf Germany. 
The King of Fruflia had been at variance with the 
Eledor of Hanover. The duchy of Mecklenburgh 
was the avowed fubjcdt of difpute : but his Fruffian 
Majefty is faid to have had other more provoking 
paufes pf complaint, which s however, he did not 
think proper to divulge. The Kiqg of Great- 
pritain found it convenient to accommodate (hefe 
^lifFerelices. la the cpu^^fe pf this funimer , the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GEORGE 11. 183 

two powers concluded a convention, in confeqiiencc CHAP, 
of which the troops of Hanover evacuattd JMecklerf- tii. 
burgh, and three regiments of Brandenburgh took pof- *^**' 
feflion of thofe bailiwicks that were mort^ged to the 
King of Pruffia. The Eledorate of Hanover being 
now fecured from danger , fixteen thoufand troops of 
that country, together wi^h the fix thoufand auxi- 
liary Heflians , began their march for the Nether- \ 
lands ; and about the middle of Odobcr arrived 
in the neighbourhood ofBpuffels, where they en- 
camped. TheEarl of Stair repaired to Ghent, where 
the Britifh forces were quartered : a body of Auftri- 
ans was aiTembled ; and though the feafon was far 
advanced , he feemed determined upon fome expedi- 
tion : but all of a fudden the troops were fent into 
winter*quarters. The Auftrians retired^i:o4^uxcra* 
burgh : the Englifh and Hcffians Ecmained in 
Flanders; and the Hanoverians marched into the 
country of Liege, without paying any regard to 
the Bithop*s proteftation. 

$ XXIX. The States-General bad made a confider- 
ablc augmentation of their forces by fea and land ; 
but, notvvithftanding the repeated inftances of the • 
Earl of Stair, they refolved to adhere to their neutra- 
lity : they dreaded the neighbourhood of the French j 
and they were far from being pleafed to fee the 
Englifli get footing in the Netherlands. The 
friends of the houfeof Orange began to exert them- 
felves: the ftates ofGroningeo and Wcft-Friefland 
protefted , in favor of the Prince , againft the 
promotion of foreign generals which had lately 
been made : but his intcrcft was powerfully oppofed 

N4 
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B o o It by the provinces of Zealand and Holland, which 
I f. hi^d the grcaieft weight in thd repviblic. The revolu* 
174^ Union in Ruflpa did n%3f, put an end to the war with. 
Sweden. ^Tl^fe two powers had agreed to aa 
jNT^rftice of three months , during which the Cz^lcina. 
aug'rnented her forces in Finland. She likewif^ or* 
dcred the Counts Oftermanaad Munich, with their 
adherent* , to be tried : they were condemned to 
death , but pardoned on the fcaffiold , ^nd fent iq 
exile to Siberia. Thq Swedes ftiU encouraged by 
the intrigiTcs of France , refufed to liften to any terms 
of accommodation , unlefs Carelia, and the other 
conquefts of the Czar ^etcr , fhould bfe reftor^. 
The French court bad expedled to bring over the 
new emprefs to their meafures : butthey found her 
as well difpofed as her prcdcceffor to aflifbthe boufe 
of Auftria^. She remitted a confiderable fuq^ of 
money to the Queen of Hungary ; and at the feme 
time congratulated the Eledoy of Bavaria on his ele^ 
vationto the imperial throne. Theceremony of bei' 
coronation >f as performed in May , with great fo-. 
lclfn»ity, at Mofcow; and in November, fhe de- 
clared her nephevir, the Duke of Holftein-Gottorp , 
herfucceffoT, by the title of Grand Prince of all the 
Ruffias. The cef&tion of arms being expired. 
General Lafci reduced Frederickfb^im , and oblige^ ^ 
the Swedifli army, commanded by Count Loewen- 
haupt» to retire before him, from one place to another, 
until at length they were qui tefurrounded near Hel- 
fingfors, In this emergency, the Swedifh general fub- 
knitted to a capitulation by which his infantry were 
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tranfpdrtcd by* fea to Sweden ; his cavalry marched C H A FJ 
by land to Abo ; and his artillery and magazines viu 
remained in the hands of the Ruffians. The King "^**'' 
of Sweden being of an advanced age, the diet 
aCTembled in order to fettle the fucceflion ; and the 
Diike of Holftiitt-Gottprp , as grandfon to the 
eldeft fiftcr to Charles XII. was declared next heir 
to the crown. A courier was immediately dit •> 
patched to Mofcow , to no^tify to the Duke this 
determination of the diet ; and this meffage was 
followed by a dej^tation ; but when they under- 
ftood th^t he had embraced the religion of the 
Greek church, and been acknowledged fucceffof ' 
to the throne of Ruffia, they anfiulled his eledlioti 
for Sweden, and refolved that the fucceffiont 
IhouM nbt be rc^ftablilhed , until a peace (hould 
be concluded with the Czarina. Confercntes wertr • 
opened at Abo for this purpofe. In the tn^h 
time, the events of war had been fo fo*ig unfor- 
tunate for Sweden, thatit was abfolutely neceflary 
to appeafe the indignation of the people with 
fome facrifice. The Generals Loewenhaupt and 
Bodenbrock were tried by a court-rtfartial for 
mifcondudl: bcihg found guilty and condemned 
to death, they applied to the diet, by which 
the fentcnce was confirmed. The term of the 
fubGdy-treaty between Great-Britain and Denmark 
expiring, his Danifli Majefty refufed to renew it; 
nor would he accede to the peace of Breftaw. On the 
other hand, he' became fubfidiary to France, with 
which alfo he concluded a new treaty of commerce. 
§ XXX. The Court of Vcrfailles were now 
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B o o X heartily tired of maintaining the war in Germany, 
11, ' and had adually made equitable propofals of peace 
i?**- to the Queen of Hungary 9 by whom they were 

^ rejedled. Thus repulfed, they redoubled their 

preparations: and endeavoured, by advantageous 
offers, to detach the King of Sardinia from the 
intereft of the Houfe of Auftria. This prince had 
efpoufed a fifter to the Grand Duke, who prcfTed 
him to declare for her brother, and the Queen 
of Hungary promifed to gratify him with fome 
territories in the Milanefe: befides, he thought 
the Spaniards had already gained too much ground 
in Italy: but, at the fame time, he was afraid 
of being cruflied between France and Spain , be- 
fore he could be properly fupported. He , there- 
fore, temporised, and protraded the negociation, 
until he was alarmed at the progrdTs of the SpaniQi 
arms in Italy , and fixed in bis determination by 
the fubfidies of Great-Britain. The Spanifli army 
afTcm^bled at Rimini, under the Duke de Montemar; 
and being joine dby the Neapolitan forces, amounted 
to fixty thoufand men , furnifhed with a large 
train of artillery. About the beginning of May , 
they entered the Bolognefe: then the King of 
Sardinia declaring againft them , joined the Auftrian 
army commanded by Count Traun ; marched 
into the duchy of Parma; and underflanding that 
the Duke of Modena had engaged in a treaty 
with the Spaniards , difpoffeffed that prince of his 
. dominions. The Duke de Montemar, feeing his 
army diminiOied by ficknefs and defertion, retreat- 
ed to the kingdom of Naples, and was followed 
by the King of Sardinia, as far as- Rimini. 
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§ XXXL Here he received intelligence, that Don c H A P< 
Philip, third fon of his Catholic Majcfty, bad vii, 
iBade an irryption into Savoy with another army *74^ 
of Spaniards, and already taken poffeffion of 
Chamberri , the capital. He forthwith began his 
march for Piedmont. Don Philip abandoned 
Savoy at his approach, and retreating into Dauphine , 
took poft und^r the cannon of fort Barreaux. 
The King purfucd him thither, and both armies 
remained in fight of each other till the month o£ 
December, when the Marquis de Minas, an 
>'a6ljve and entcrprifmg general, arrived from Madrid, 
and took upon him the command of the forces 
under Don Philip. This/ general s firft exploit 
was againftthe caftk of Afpremont, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Sardinian camp. He attacked it 
fo vigoroufly that the garrifon was obliged to 
capitulate in four-and- forty hours. The lofsofthis 
important poft compelled the King to retire into 
Piedmont, and the Spaniards marched back into 
Savoy , where they eftabliCbed their winter-quarters. 
In the mean time, the Duke dc Montemar, who 
diredled the other Spanifh army, though the Duke 
of Modena was nominal generaliffimo» tefigned 
his commaind to Count Gages , who attempted 
to penetrate into Tufcany; but was prevented by 
the vigilance of Count Traun , the Auftrian general. ^ 
In December be quartered his troops in the Bolog- 
nefe and Romagna; while tht Auftrians and 
^ Piedinontefe were diftributed in the Modenefc 
and Parmefan. The Pope was paffive during the 
whole campaign; the Venetians maintained the 
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BOOK neutrality and the King of the two Sicilies was 
H. over-awed by the Britifh fleet in the Mediterranean. 
'^*** §. XXXII. The new niiniftry in England had 

fcfit out Admiral Matthews to affume the com- 
mand of this fquadron , which had been forfome 
trme conduded by Leftock, an inferior officer, as 
Haddock had been obliged to refign his com- 
xnifTion, on account of his ill ftate of health. Mat- 
thews was likewife inverted with the charader of 
rniniftcr-plenipoteritiary to the King of Sardinia 
and the ftates erf Italy. Immediately after he had 
takert poffeffion of his command ^ he ordered 
Captain. Norris to deffrdy five Spaniffi galiies 
which had put into the bay of St. Tropez ; and 
this Service was cffcduaHy petformcd. In May 
Be detached Commodore Rowley, with eight 
fail , to cruife oflF the harbour of Toulon ; and a 
great number of mercfcarit-fhips bdonging to the 
enemy fell into his hands. In Auguft he fcnt 
Commodore Martin with another fquadron into 
the bay of Naples , to bombard that city , unl<^fs 
his Sicilian Majelly, would immediately rircal 
his troops, which had joined the Spani(h artny, 
and promife to remain neuter <luring the con- 
tinuance of the war. Naples "^ was immediately fil- 
led with conftcrnation ; the King fuMcribed te 
thcfc conditions; and the Englifh fquadron rejoin- 
ed the admiral in the road of Hieres, which he 
had chofen for his winter »• Ration. Before this 
period he had landed fome men at St. Remo, i« 
the territories of Genoa, and deftroyed the magazines 
ihTit were ereded for the ufe of the Spanifli army. 
He had likewife ordered two of his cruifers to 
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attack a Spanifh fliipof the line which lay^t anchor chap* 
in the port of Ajaccio, in the ifland of Corfica: Vii. ' 
but the Spanifh captain fet his men on fliore, and *^**' 
blew up his (hip, rather than fhe fhould fall into 
the^ hands of the Englifh. 

S XXXIII. In the courfe of this year Admiral 
Vernon and General Wentworth made another 
effort in the Weft-Indies. They had in January 
received a re-enforcement from England, and plan- 
ned a new expedition , in concert with the governor 
of Jamaica, who accompanied them in the voyage. 
Their defign was to difembark the troops at Porto- 
BeliOy and march acrofs the Jfthums of Darien, 
to attack the rich town of Panama. They failed 
from Jamaica on the ninth day of March, and on the 
twehty-eighth arrived at Porto- Bello. Therp they 
held a council of war, in which it was refolvcd^ 
that as the troops were fickly , the rainy feafoi*v 
begun, and Several tranfports not yet arrived, 
the intended expedition was become impraiflicablc^ 
In purfuance of this determination the armament 
immediately returned to Jamaica , exhibiting ^ 
ridiculous fpedacle of folly and irrcfolution '. la 

* In May two Engliih frigates, commanded by Captain Smtji 
and Captain Stuart , fell in with three SpantOi fhips of war , near 
the ifland of St Chriftopher's. They forthwirh engaged^, and 
the adion continued tijl night , by the favor of which the enemy 
retired to Porto-Rico in a (hatrered condition. 

In the month of Sept ember the Tilbury (hip of war of fixty 
guns, was accidentally fet on fire, and deftroyed , off the ifland 
of Hifpaniola : on whiph occafion one hundred and twenty, fevea 
men pcriflied ; the j^^ft were faved by Capt. Hoare, of\the 
Defiance » who happened to be on the fame cruife. 
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BOOK Auguft £ liiip of war was fent from thence, with . 
II4 about three hundred fotdiets, to the fmall ifland 
174a* Rattan, in the bay of Honduras, of which they - 
took polTeflion. In September Vernon and Went- 
worth received orders to return to England with 
fuch troops as remained alive : thefc did not amount 
to a tenth part of the number which had been 
fent abroad in that inglorious fervice. The in- 
ferior officers fell ignobly by ficknefs and defpair, 
^vithout an opportunity of fignalizing their courage 
aAd the commanders lived to feel th;e fcbrn and 
reproach of their country. In the month of June 
. the new colony of Georgia was invaded by aii 
armament from St. Auguftine, commanded hy 
Don Marinel dc Montcano, governor of that 
fortrefs. It confided of fix-and-thirty (hips , from 
which four ^houfand men were landed at St. 
Simon's r and began their march for Frederica. 
General Oglethorpe, with a handful of meri, took 
fuch wife precautions for oppofmg their progrefs 
and haraffed them in their march with fuch 
activity and refolution, that after two of their 
detachments had been defeated they retired to their ♦ 
ibips, and totally abandoned th^ enterprife. 

$ XXXIV. In England the merchants ftill com^ 
plained that their comrtierce was not properly pro'- 
tcded , and the people clanaored againft the conduct 
of the war. They (aid their burdens were increafed 
/ to maintain quarrels with which they had no con- 
cern ; to defray the enormous expenfc of inadivc 
fleets and pacific armies. Lord C. had by thi^ 
time infinuated himfelf into the confidence of 
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his fovereign, and cngroffed the whole direAion c H A F» 
of public affairs. -The war with Spain was now vii. 
become a fccondary confidcration , and ncglcded *?**• 
accordingly ; while the chief attention of the new 
minifter was turned upon the affairs of the conti- 
nent. The difpute with Spain concerned Britain 
only. The jpterefts of Hanover were conneded 
with the tr6tiSles of the empire. By purfuinjf 
this objed he footb«;^ the wifhcs of his.mafter, and 
opened a more ample field for his own ambitiori. 
He had ftudicd the policy of the continent with 
peculiar eagcrnefc. This was the favorite fubjed 
of his refledion, upon which he thought and 
fpoke with a degree of enthufiafm. The intole- 
rable taxes, the poverty, the ruined commerce of 
his country; the iniquity of {landing armies, votes 
of credit, and foreign connexions, upon which 
he had fo often expatiated, were now forgpttcn, 
or overlooked. He faw nothing but glory, con- 
queft , and acquired dominion. He fet the power ' 
of France at defiance; and, as if Great-Britain 
had felt no diftrefs, but teemed with treafure 
which fhe could not otherwifc employ , he poured 
forth lier millions with a rafb and dcfperate hand , 
in purchafing beggarlj^ allies, and maintaining 
mercenary armies. The Earl of Stair had arrived 
in EpgJand towards the end of Auguft , and con- 
ferred with his Majefty. A privy-council was 
fummoned; and in a few days that nobleman re- 
turned to Holland. Lord Carteret was fent with 
a commiffion to the Hague in September; and 
when be returned, the baggage of the King 
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BOOK and the Duke of CumberUnd , ivhich had been 
lU fhipped for Flanders , was ordered to be brought 
174*. on fliorc. The parliament met on the fixteenth 
day of November , when his Majefty told them , 
that he had augmented the Britilb forces in the 
Low-Countries with fixtecn thoulaocf Hanoverians 
and the Heffian auxiiiarics, in orderto form fiich 
H force , in conjundion with the Amb*ian troops, 
as might be of fervice to the common caufe a( 
all events.^ He extolled the magnanimity and 
fortitude of the Queen of Hungary, as well as 
the refolute condud of the King of Sardinia^ 
and that prince's ftridl adherence to his engage* 
ments^ though attacked in his own dominions. 
He mentioned the requifition made by Sweden^ 
of his good offices for procuring a peace between 
that nation and Ruffia; the defenfive alliances 
Vrbich he had concluded with the Czarina , and 
/ -with the King of Pruffia, as events which could 
not have been expeded , if Great-Britain had not 
manifefted a feafonable fpirit and vigor, in defences 
and ai£(lance of her ancient allies, and in main- 
taining the liberties of Europe. He faid, the 
honor and intereft of his crown and kingdoms^ 
the fuccefs of the war with Spain, the re-eftabli{|i- 
nent of the balance and tranquillity of Europe 
\srould greatly depend on the prudence and vigor 
of their refolutions. The Marquis of Tv^eedale 
moved for an addrefs of thanks, which was op- 
jpofed by the Earl of CfaefterfieM , for the f eafons 
£o often urged on the fame occafion ; but fupport- 
ed by Lord C. on his new-adopted maxims, with 

thofe 
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thofe fpecioijs arguments which he could at all chap 
times produce, delivered with amazing fcrenity vu. 
and affurance. The motion was agreed to , and 1742. 
the addrefs prefenced to his Majefty. About this 
period a treaty of mutual defence and guarantee 
between his Majefty and the King of Pruffia 
was figned at Weftminftcr. In the Houfe of Com- 
mons Mr. Lyttelton made a motion for reviving 
the place-bill; but it was oppofedby a great num- 
ber of members who had formerly been (Irenuous 
advocates for this meafure, and rejeded upon a 
divifion. This was alfo the fate of a motion 
made to renew the inquiry into the condudl of 
Robert Earl of Orford. As many ftrong prefump- 
tions of guilt had appeared againft him in the 
reports of the fecret committee ,' the nation had 
reafon to exped that this propolal would have 
been embraced by a great majority; but feveral 
members , who in the preceding felfion had beea 
loud in their demands of juftice, now fhamefully 
contributed their talents and intereft in ftifling the 
inquiry. ^^ 

S XXXV. When the Houfe of Lords took into 
confidcration the feveral eftimates of the expenfe 
occafioned by the forces in the pay of Great-Britain, 
'Earl Stanhope , at the clofe of an elegant fpeech , 
moved for an addrefs, to befeech and advife his 
Majefty , that, in compailion to his people , loaded 
already with fuch numerous and heavy taxes , , 
fuch large and growing debts , and greater annual 
cxpenfes than the nation at any time before had 
ever fuftained, he would exonerate his fubjedls of 

Voi.. IV. O. 
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BOOK the charge and burden of thofc mercenaries Vrhb 
II. were taken into the fervice laft year, without the 
174*. advice or confent of parliament. The motion 
was fupported by the Ear] of Sandwich, who took 
bccafion tofpeak with great contempt of Hanover, 
and in mentioning the royal family, feemed to 
forget that decorum which the fubje(a required. 
He had, indeed, reafon to talk with alperity on 
the contrad by which the Hanoverians had been 
taken into the pay of Great-Britain. ^ Levy- money 
was charged to the account, though they were 
engaged for one year only; and though not a 
fingie regiment bad been raifed on this occafion i 
they had been levied for the fecurity of the clcc* 
toratc; and would have been maintained if Eng* 
land had never engaged in the affairs of the con- 
tinent. The Duke of Bedford enlarged upon the 
fame fubjedt. He faid it had been fufpeiled, nor 
was the fufpicion without foundation, that the 
me^fures of the Englilh miniftry had long been 
regulated by the intercfts of his Majefty's clecJlo- 
ral territories: that thefe had been long confidered 
as a gulf into which the treafures of Great-Britain 
had been thrown : that the ftate of Hanover had 
been changed without any vifible caufe, fince the 
acceflion of its princes to the throne of England : 
affluence had begun to wanton in their towns, 
and gold to glitter in their cottages , without the 
difcovery of mines, or the increafe of their com- 
merce; and new dominions had been purchafed, 
of which the value was never paid from the revenues 
of Hanover. The motion was hurtted down by 
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the new thinifter, the patriot Lord Bathurft, c H A P« 
and the Earl of Bath, which laft nobleman dc- vii. 
clared, that he confidercd it as an ad of cowar- > *7*^' 
dice and meannefs » to fall paffively down the 
ftrcam of popularity , to fuffer his reafon and in- 
tegrity to be overborne by the noife of Vulgar 
clamot-Sy which had been raifed againft thd., 
neafures of government by the low arts of exag- 
geration, fallacious reafoning, and partial repre- 
fentatioris. This is the very language which Sir 
Robert Walpolc had often ufed againft Mr. Pul- 
teney and his confederates in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. The afTociates of the new fecrctary plead-i 
cd the caufe of Hanover ^ and infilled upon th^ 
neccflity of a land-war againft France , with all the 
vehemence of declamation. Their fuggeftions werd 
anfwered; their condudl was feverely ftigmatized 
by the Earl of Chefterfietd , who obferved , that \ 
the aflcmbling an array in Flandefs , without thd 
concurrence of the States-General , or any other 
power engaged by treaty^ or bound by intcreft* 
to fupport the Queen of Hungary , was a rafli 
and ridiculous meafure : the taking fixteen thou- 
fand Hanoverians into Britifh pay, without conful- 
ting the parliament, feeraed highly derogatory td 
the rights and dignity of the great council of thd 
nation i ahd a very dangerous precedent to futurd 
times: that thefe troops could not be employed 
againft the Emperor^ whom they had already 
recognifed: that the arms and wealth of Britairt 
alone were altogether infufficient to raife the hbufe' 
of Auftria t^ its former ftrength, doininidn^ aind 
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BOOK influence: that the affembling an army in Flanders 
Ij^ would engage the nation as principals in an ex- 

i74i. penfive and ruinous war , with a power which it 
ought not to provoke, and could not pretend to 
withftand in that manner: that while Great-Britain 
exhaufted hcrfelf almoft to ruin , in purfuance of 
fcheraes founded on engagements to the Queen 
of Hungary , the electorate of Hanover , though 
under the fame engagements, and governed by 
the fame prince, did not appear to contribute any- 
thing as an ally to her affiftance, but was paid 
by Great-Britain for all the forces it had fent in- 
to the field, at a very exorbitant price: that 
nothing could be more abfurd and iniquitous 

^ than to hire thefe mercenaries , while a numerous 

army lay inadtive at home ; and the nation groaned 
und^r fuch intolerable burdens. ^* It may be proper 
^ (added he) to repeat what maybe forgotten in 
« the multitude of other objedls, that this nation, 
"^^ after having exalted the Eledor of Hanover 
'* from a ftate of obfcurity to the crown , is con- 
^ demned to hire the troops of that eledoratc to 
** fight their own caufe; to hire them at a rate 
•' which was never demanded before; and to pay 
" levy-money for them, though it is known to 
*' all Europe that they were not raifed for this 
^ occafion." All the partifans of the old miniftry 
joined in fhe oppofition to Earl Staphope's motion 
which was rejeded by the majority. Then the 
Earl of Scarborough moved for an addrefs , to 
approve of the meafures which had been taken on 
the continent; and this was likewife carried by 
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dint of number. It was not, however, a very chap. 
eligible vidory: what they gained in parliament vii. 
they loft with the people. The new minifters 174a. 
became more odious than their predeceflbrs ; and 
people began to think that public virtue was an 
empty name. * 

§ XXXVI. But the moft fevere oppofition they 
underwent was in their endeavours to fupport a 
bill which thw had concerted , and which had 
paffed through the Houfe of Commons with great 
precipitation : it repealed certain duties on fpirituous 
liquors ; and licences for retailing chefe liquors ; and 
impofed others at an eafier rate. When thofe fevere 
duties,amountingalmofttoaprohibition,wereimpo- 
fed, the populace of London were funk into the moft 
brutal degeneracy, by drinking to excefs the per- 
nicious fpirit called Gin, which was fold fo cheap, 
that the lowcft clafs of the people could afiford to 
indulge themfelves in one continued ftate of in- 
toxication ^ to the deftrudionof all morals, induftry, 
and order. Such a fhamcful degree of profligacy 
prevailed , that the retailers of this poifonous com- 
pound fct up painted boards in public, inviting 
people to be drunk for the fmall expenfe of one 
penny ; affuring them they might be dead drunk 
for twopence, and have ftrawfor nothing. They 
accordihgly provided cellars and places ftrewed 
with ftraw , to which they conveyed thofe wretches 
who were overwhelmed with intoxication. In 
thefe difmal caverns they lay until they recovered 
fomeufe of their faculties, and then they had recourfe 
to the fame mifchievous potion ; thus confuming their 
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BOOK bealth, and ruining their families in hideous rcGtep- 
II. tacles of the moft filthy vice, refounding with riot, 
^i'4-' execration, and blafphemy. Such bcaftly pradices 
too plainly denoted a total want of all policft and 
civil regulations, and would haverefle<fted dtfgracc 
Vpon the moft barbarous community. In order to 
reftrain this evil; which was become intolerable, 
the Jegiflature enaded that law which we have 
already mentioned. But the populace foon broke 
through all reftraint Though no licence was ob- 
tained, and no duty paid, the liquor continued to 
be fold in all corners of the ftreets: informers were 
intimidated by the threats of the people; and the 
juftices of the peace , either from indolence or cor- 
ruption , negledled to put the law in execution. 
The new minifters forefaw that a great revenue 
would accrue to the crown from a repeal of this 
^d ; and this meafures they thought they might 
the more decently take , as the law had proved 
ineffedtual : for it appeared that the confumptioi^ 
pf gin had confiderably incrcafed every year fince 
thofe heavy duties were impofed. They , there- 
fore , pretended , that Ihould the price of the 
liquor be moderately raifed, and licences grant- 
ed at twenty fhillings each to the retailers, the 
lowed clafsr of people would be debarred the ufe 
of it to excefs : their morals would of confc- 
quence be mended ; and a confiderablefum of mo- 
ney might be raifed for the fupport of the war , 
by mortgaging the revenue arifing from the 
duty and the licences. Upon thefe maxims the 
ncvf bill was founded ^ and pafled through the 
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Lower Houfe without oppofition : but among the chap. 
Peers it produced the moft obftinate difpute which yu. 
had happened fmce the beginning of this parliano^t, 1742. 
The firft affault it fuftained was from Lord Her- 
vey, who had been diveftcdoffiis poft of privy- 
fcal, which was bellowed on Lord Gower and 
thefe two noblemen exchanged principles * from 
that inftant. The firft was hardened into a fturdy 
patriot; the other fuppled into an obfequious 
courtier. Lord Hervey , on this occafion , made a 
florid harangue upon the pernicious effeds of that 
deftrudlive fpirit they were about tolctloofeupon 
their fellow-creatures. Several prelates expatiated 
on the fame topics: but the Earl of Chcfterfield at- 
tacked the bill with the united powers of reafoo, wit, 
and ridicule. Lord Carteret, Lord Bathurft, and 
the Earlof Bath were numbered among its advocates; 
and (hrewd arguments were advanced on both 
fides of the queftion. After very long, warm^ , 
^nd repeated debates, the bill paffed without 
amendments , though the whole bench of bifliops 
voted againft it ; and we cannot help owning, that 
it has not been attended with thofe difraal confe- 
quences which the lords in the oppofition fore- 
told. When the queftion was put for com- 
naitting this bill , and the Earl of Chefterfield 
faw the bifbops join in his divifion , " 1 am 
^' in doubt (faid he) whether I have not 
^ got on the other fide of the queftion; for I 
* have not had the honor to divide with fo many 
^ lawn Aleves for feveral years. " 
J XXXVH By the report of the fecret com- 

O4 
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, a o o K mittcc It appeared that the then minifter had com- 
lu menced profecutions againft the mayors of boroughs 
who oppofed his influence in the eledlions of 
members of parliament. Tbefe profecutions were 
founded on ambiguities in charters , or trivial in- 
formalities in the choice of magiftrates. An appeal 
on fuch a procefs was brought into the Houfe of 
Lords; and this evil falling under confideration , a 
bill was prepared for fecuring the independency of 
corporations : but as it tended to dimjnifli the in- 
fluence of the miniftry, they argued againft it 
with their ufual eagerncfs and fuccefs ; and it was 
rejedcd on adivifion. The mutiny-bill and feveral 
others paflcd through both Houfes. The Com- 
mons granted fupplies to the amount of fix mil- 
lions, raifed by the land-tax, the malt-tax, duties on 
fpirituous liquors, andilicences; and aloan from the fin- 
king fund. In two years the national debt had fuffered 
an increafe of two millions four hundred thoufand 
An. 1743. pounds. On the twenty.firftdayof Aprilthefeffioii^ 
was clofed in the ufual manner. The King in his 
fpeech to both floufes, told them, that, at the 
requifition of the Queen of Hungary, he had or- 
dered his army , in conjundion with the Auflrians, 
to pafs the Rhine for her fupport and affiftance : 
that he continued one fquadron of fliips in the 
Mediterranean, and another in the Weft- Indies. 
He thanked the Commons for the ample fupplies 
they had granted ; and declared it was the fixed pur- 
pofe of his heart to promote the true intereft and 
happinefs of his kingdoms. Immediately after 
the prorogation of parhament he embarked vfor 
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Germany , accompanied by the Duke of Cum- c H A b;: 
berland, Lord Carteret, and other pcrfons of vii. 
diftindion. '741. 

§ XXXVIIL At this period the Queen of Hun. 
gary feemed to triumph over all her enemies. The 
French were driven outof Bohemia and part of the 
Upper-Palatinate ; and their forces under Marcfchal 
Broglio were ported on the Danube. Prince Charles 
of Lorraine, at the head of the Auftrian army, entered 
Bavaria ; and in April obtained a vidory over a 
body of Bavarians atBraunau: at the fame time, 
three bodies of Croatians penetrating through the 
paffes of theTyrolefe, ravaged the whole country 
to the very gates of Munich. The Emperor preffcd 
the French general to hazard a battle; but he refufed 
to run this rifquc, though he had received a ftrong 
re-enforcement from France. His Imperial Majcfty, 
thinking himfelf unfafe in Munich , retired to 
Augfburgh : Marefchal Seckendorf retreated with 
the Bavarian troops to Ingoldftadt , where he was 
afterwards joined by Marefchal Broglio, whofe 
troops had in this retreat been purfued and terribly 
haraffed by the Auftrian cavalry and hulTars. Prince 
Charles had openedafree communication with Mu- 
nich, which now for the third time felfinto the hands 
of the Queen of Hungary. Her arms likcwife redu- 
ced Friedberg and Landfperg, while Charles coii- 
tinued to purfue the French to Donawert , 
where they were joined by twelve thoufand men 
from the Rhine. Broglio ftill avoided an engage- 
ment, and retreated before the enemy to Heilbron. 
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B ^ K The Emperor being thus abandoned by his aJlics ^ 
IL and ftripped of ait his dominions , repaired to 
174^ Franckfort, where he lived in indigence and ob- 
fcurity. He now made advances towards an ac- 
commodation with the Queen of Hungary. His 
jreneral , Seckendorf , had an interview with Count 
Khevenhuller at the convent of Lowerfconfield , 
where a convention was figned. This treaty im-^ 
ported , That the Kmperor fliould remain neuter 
during the continuance of the prefent war; and ^ 
. That his troops (houJd be quartered in Franconia; 
That the Queen of Hungary (hould keep pofTeffion 
of Bavaria till the peace: That Braunau andScarding 
fbould be delivered up to the Auftrians : That the 
French garrifon of Ingoldftadt Qiould be permitted 
to withdraw , and be replaced by Bavarians ;^ 
but that the Auftrian generals ihould be put in 
poffeffion oF all the artillery , magazines , and,war- 
like ftores belonging to the French , which {bould 
be found in the place. The governors of Egra and 
N Ingoldftadt refufing to acquiefce in the capitqla-? 
tion , the Auftrians bad recourfc to the operations 
of w^r; and both places were reduced. Inlngold. 
fladt they found all the Emperor's domeftic trea- 
Jure, jewels, plate, pidures, cabinets, and curiofi, 
tie^, with the archives of the Houfe of Bavaria, 
the moft valuably effedls belonging to the nobi- 
lity of that eledorate , a prodigious train of artil- 
lery , and a vaft (quantity of proVifions, arms, 
^nd ammunition. 

§ XXXIX. The French King baffled in all the 
efforts h^ had hitherto iBJidc iot the fupport a£ 
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the Emperor , ordered his minifter at Franckfort to c H A m 
deliver a declaration to the diet, profefling himfelf vii. 
extremely well pleafed to hear they intended to in- ^743^ 
terpofe their mediation for terminating the war. He 
faid , he was .n6 lefs fatisfied with the treaty bf 
neutrality which the Emperor had concluded with 
the Queen of Hungary ; ap event of which he was 
no fooner informed, than he had ordered his troops 
to return to the frontiers of his dominions, that the 
Germanic body might be convinced of his equity 
and moderation. To this declaration the Queen of 
Hungary anfwered in a refcript , that the defign of 
France was to embarrafs her affairs , and deprive 
her of the afliftance of her allies y that the Eledlor of 
Bavaria could not be confidered as a neutral party 
in his own caufe : that the mediation of the empire 
could only produce a peace cither with or without 
the concurrence of France : that in the former cafe na 
folid peace could beexpedcd; in the latter, it was 
eafy to forefce , that France would pay no regard 
to a peace in which fhe fhould have no concern. 
She affirmed, that the aim of the French King 
was folely to gain time to repair his loffes , that 
he might afterwards revive the troubles of the em- 
pire. The Ekdoij of Mentz, who had favoredl 
the Emperor, was now dead, and his fucceffor 
inclined to the Auftrian intereft. He allowed this 
yefcript to be entered in the journal of the diet^ / 
together with the protefts which had been made 
when the vot^ of Bohemia was fupprefled in the 
late eledion. The Emperor complained in a cir- 
cular letter of this tranfadion, as a ftroke levelled 
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BOOK at his Imperial dignity; and it gave rife to a warm 
III difputfe among the members of the Germanic body. 
*743. Several princes refented the haughty condudl , and 
beean to be alarmed at thefuccefs of the houfe of 
Auftria ; while others pitied the deplorable fuuation 
of the Emperor. The Kings of Great-Britain and 
Pruffia , as Electors of Hanover and Brandenburgh, 
cfpcufed oppofite fides in this conteft. His Pruflian 
IVIajefty protefted againft the inveftiture of the 
duchy of Saxe-Lawenburgh , claimed by the King 
of Great-Britain : he had an interview with Gene- 
ral Seckcndorf at Anfpach ; and was faid to have / 
privately vifitcd the fcmperor at Franckfort. 

$ XL. The troops which the King of Great-Britain 
had affembled in the Netherlands began their march 
, for the Rhine in the latter end of February ; and 
in May they encamped near Hoech on the river 
IVIayne , under the command of the Earl of Stair. 
This nobleman Cent Major. - General Bland to 
Franckfort with a compliment to the Emperor, 
affuring him , in the name of his Britannic 
Majefty , that the refped owing to his dignity 
iliould not be violated , nor the place of his refi- 
dence difturbed. Notwithftanding this affurance , 
the Emperor retired to Munich , though he was 
^ afterwards compelled to return, by the fuccefs 
of the Auftrians in Bavaria. The French King , 
in order to prevent the jqndion of the Britifli 
forces with Prince Charles of Lorraine , ordered 
the Marefchal de Noailles to affemble fixty thou, 
fandmen upon theMayne; while Coigny was fent 
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into Alfacc with a numerous army , to defend that c fl A f • 
province , and op pofe Prince Charles , fhbuld he' vil. 
attempt to pafs the Rhine. The Macefchal de Noaillcs, ^70* 
having fecured the towns of Spire, Worms, and 
Oppenheim , paffed the Rhine in the beginning of 
June, and ported himfelf on the eaft fide of that 
river , above Franckfort. The Earl of Stair advan- 
ced towards him , and encamped at Killcnbach , 
between the river Mayne and the foreft of Darm- 
ftadt : from this fituation he made a motion to Afcbaf- 
fenburgh, with a view to fecure the navigation 
of the Upper Mayne : but he was anticipated by the 
enemy , who lay on the other fide of the river , and 
had taken poffeflionof the pofts above, fo as to in* 
tercept all fupplies. They were pofted on the other \ 

fide of the river, opppfite to the allies , whofe camp 
they overlooked; and they found means, by their 
parties and other precautions , to cut off the commu- 
nication by water between Franckfort and the confe- 
derates. The Duke of Cumberland had already come 
to make his firft campaign , and his Majefty arriv- 
ed in the camp on the ninth day of June. He found 
his army , amounting to about forty thoufand men , 
in danger of ftarving : he received intelligence, 
that a re-enforcement of twelve thoufand Hanove- 
rians and Heffians had reached Hanau; and he re- 
folved to march thither , both with a view to effedl 
the jundion , and to procure provifion for his forceps. 
With this view he decamped on the twenty-fixth 
day of June. He had no fooner quitted Afchaffen<» 
burgh than it was feized by the French general : he 
had not marched above three leagues , when he 
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1 O K perceived the enemy , to the nuAiber of thirty tboil* 
11* fand, had pafled the river farther down, at Seh'ii* 
»*4J. genftadt, and were drawn up in otder of battle at 
the village of Dettingen, to difpute his paffage. Thus 
he found himfelf cooped up in a very dartgerous 
fituation. The enemy had poffeffed themfelves of 
Afchaffenburgh behind , fo as to prevent his retreat : 
his troops were confined in a narrow plain , bound<^ 
cd by hills and woods on the right , flanked on 
the left by the river M^yne, on the oppofite fide 
of which the French had ereded batteries that aa- 
iioyed the allies on their march : in the front a 
confidcrable part of the French army was drawn 
tip, with a narrow pafs before them , the village 
of Dettingen on their right, a wood on their left, 
and a morafs in the centre. Thus environed , thd 
confederates muft either have fought at a very 
great difadvantage , or furrcndered themfelves pri- 
foners of war, had not the Duke de Gramont, * 
who commanded the enemy i been inftigated by 
the fpirit of madnefs to forego thefe advantages. 
He pafTed the defile, and advancing towards the 
allies , a battle enfued. The French horfe charged 
with great impetuofity, and fome regiments of 
Britifh cavalry were put in diforder : but the in- 
fantry of the allies behaved with fuch intrepidity 
and deliberation; under the eye of their fovcreign, 
^s foon determined the fate of the day : the 
French were obliged to give way , and repafs 
* the Mayne with great precipitation , having loft 
about five thoufand menjcilled, wounded, c\r taken. 
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Had they been properly purfued before they recol- c H A ?«^ 
leded themfelves from their firft confufion , in all vii* 
probability they would have fuftained a total over- *^*'' 
throw. The Earl of Stair propo/ed that a body of 
cavalry fliould be detached on thisfervice; but his 
advice was ovepruled. The lofs of the allies in this 
adion amounted to two thoufand men. The Gene- 
rals Clayton and Monroy were killed : the Duke 
of Cumberland, who exhibited uncomn^on proofs of 
courage, was (hot through the qalf of the leg: the 
Earl of Albemarle , General Hulke , and feveraJ othc^ 
officers of diftindion , were wounded. The King 
expofcd his perfon to a fevere fire of cannon as well 
as mufquetry : he rode between the firft and fecond 
lines with his (word drawn, and encouraged the 
troops to fight for the honor of England. Imme*" 
diateiy after the adiori he continued his march to 
Hanau , where he was joined by the re-ciiforcemenC. 
The Earl of Stair fent a trumpet to Marefchal de 
Noailles , recommending to his protedion the fick 
and wounded that were left on the field of battle ; 
and thefe the French general treated with great care 
and tendcrnefs. Such generofity foftens the rigors 
of war, and does honor to humanity. 

§ XLI. The two armies continued on different 
fides of the river till the twelfth day of July, 
when the French general receiving intelligence 
that Prince Charles of Lorraine had approached 
the Neckar, he fuddenly retired, and repafled the 
Rhine between Worms and Oppenheim. The King 
of Great- Britain was vifited by Prince Charles and 
Count Khevenhuller at Hanau , where the future 
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i O O K operations of the campaign were regulated. On 
II. thetwenty-feventh day of Auguft, the allied army 
^743# pafled the Rhine at Mentz , and the King fixed 
his head-quarters in the epifcopal palace at Worms. 
Here the forces lay encamped till the latter end 
of September , -when , they advanced to Spire, 
•where they were joined by twenty thoufand 
Dutch auxiliaries from the Netherlands. Mare- 
fchal Noailles having retreated into L'pper Alface, 
the allies took poffeflion of Germcrlheim , and 
/dcmoliflied the intrenchmcnts which the enemy 
had raifed on the Qucich: then they returned to 
Mentz , and in Odober Avere diftributed into 
winter-quarters , after an inadiye campaign that 
redounded very little to the honor of thofe by 
vrhom the motions of the army were conduded. 
In September a treaty had been concluded at 
Worms between his Britannic Majefty , the King 
of Sardinia , and the Queen of Hungary. She 
engaged to maintain thirty thoufand men in Italy : 
the King of Sardinia .obliged himfelf to employ 
forty thoufand infantry and five thoufand borfe, 
in confideration of his commanding the combined 
army , and receiving an annual fubfidy of two 
hundred thoufand pounds from Great-Britain. 
As a further gratification, the Queen yielded to 
him the city of Placentia, with feveral diftrids iu 
the duchy ofPavia, and in the Novarefe ; and 
all her right and pretenfions to Final , at prefent 
poffeffcd by the republic of Genoa , which , 
they hoped, would give it up, on being repaid the 

purchafe- 
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purcbafe - money , amounting to three hundred CHAP. 
thoufand pounds. This fum the King ol England "Vil. 
piomifed to difburfe; and moreover to maintain a *'"**• 
ilroog fquadron in the Mediterranean , the com- 
mander of which Ihould adt in concert with his 
Sardinian Majefty. finally, the contrafting powers 
agreed, that Final flionld be conftituted a free-port, 
li kft that of Leghorn. Nothing could be more unjuft * 
than this treaty , by which the Genoefe were ne- 
gociated out of their property. They had purchaf- 
cd the marquifate of Final of the late Emperor for 
a valuable confideration, and the purchafe had been 
guaranteed by Great-Britain. It could not, tlicre- 
fore, be expcdled that they would part with this 
acquifition to a prince whofe power they thought 
already too formidable; efpeciallyj on condition of 
its being made a free-port, to the prejudice of their ^ 
own commerce. They prefented remonftrances 
againft this article, by their miniftersat the courts 
of London , Vietina , and Turin ; and as very little 
regard was paid to their reprefentations , they 
threw themfclves into the arrtis of France and 
Spain for prote(flion. 

§ XLIL After the battle of Dettingen, Colonel 
Mentzcl , at the head of a large body of irregulars 
belonging to the Queen of Hungary, made an ir- 
ruption into Lorraine, part of which they ravaged 
without mercy. In Sep^tember Prince Charles, 
with the Auftrian array, entered the.Brifgaw, 
and attempted to pafs the Rhine ; but Marcfchal 
Coigny had taken fuch precautions for guarding 
it on the other iide, that he was obhged to abandoa 

. Vol. IV. r 
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BOOK his cfefign, and inarching back into the CJppcr 
lU Palatinate, quartered his troops in that country, 
'5^**« and in Bavaria. By this time the Earl of Stair had 
folicited and obtained leave to refign bis command. 
He had for fome time thought himfelf negleded ; 
and was unwilling that his reputation (hould ftiffcr 
.on account of meafures in which he had no concern. 
In O^ober the King of Great*Britain returned to 
-Hanover, and the army feparated. The troops in 
Bnti(h pay marched back to the Netherlands, and 
the reft took the route to their refpedlive countries. 
The States-General dill wavered between their own 
immediate intercft and their defire to fupport the 
boufe of Auftria. At length, however, they fup- 
plied her with a fubfi^y , and ordered twenty thou- 
fand men to march to her aflfiftance , notwith- 
{landing the intrigues of the Marquis de Fenelon, 
the French ambafTador at the Hague, and the de- 
claration of the King of Pruffia , who difapproved 
of this meafure, and refufed them a paffage through 
his territories to the Rhine. 

$ XLIII. Sweden was filled with difcontents, 
and divided into fadlions. The Generals Bodcn* 
brock and Loewenbaupt were beheaded , havmg 
been facrificed as fcape-goats for the miniftry. 
Some unfuccefsful efforts by fea and land were 
made againft the Ruffians. At laft the peace of 
Abo was concluded ; and the Duke of Holftein- 
Utin , uncle to the fucceffor of the Ruffian 
throne , was chofen as next heir to the crown 
of Sweden. A party had been formed in favor 
of the Prince of Denmark ; and the order of the 
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peafants adually clcdcd him as fucceflbn The c H A v. 
debates in the college of nobles rofe to a very dam vii. 
gcrous degree of animofity , and were appeared by n^u 
an harangue in Swedifli verfe, which one of the 
fenatbrs pronounced. The peafants yielded the 
point , and the fucceflion was fettled on the Duke 
ofHolftein. Denmark, inftigated by French councils, 
began to make preparations of war againft Swe« 
den : but, a body of Ruffian' auxiliaries arriving 
in that kingdom , under the command of General 
Keith, and the Czarina declaring ihe would affift 
the Swedes with her whole force , the King of 
Denmark thought proper to difarm. It had been 
and old maxim of French policy to embroil the 
courts, of the North , that they might be too much 
employed at home to intermeddle in the affairs of 
Germany, while France was at war with the houfe 
of Auftria. The good underftanding between the 
Czarina and the Queen of Hungary was at this 
period deftroyed, in confequence of a confpiracy 
which had been formed by fome perfons of dif« 
tindion at the court of Petcrlburgh, for removing 
the Emprefs Elifabeth , and recalling the Frincdfs 
Anne to the adminiftratioa. This defign being 
difcovercd , the principal confpirators were cor- , 
porally puniQied , and fent in exile to Siberia. The 
Marquis de Botta, the Auftrian minifter, who 
bad refided at the court of the Czarina , was fuf^ 
pedcd of having been concerned in the plot; though 
the grounds of this fufpicion did not appear until after 
he was'recalled and fent asambaflador to the court of 

Pa 
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BOOK Berlin. The Fmpreft demanded fatlsfadion of 

iii- the Queen of Hungary, who appointed commif- 

'^^*- fioners to inquire into his condud, and he was ac- 

^ quitted : but the Czarina was not at all fatisfied of 

his innocence. In February a defenfive treaty of 

alliance was concluded between this princels 

and the King of Great- Britain. 

5 XLIV. Byjibis time France was deprived of her 
ablcft minifter , in the death of the Cardinal de 
Heury, who had for many years managed the af- 
^ fairs of that kingdom. He is faid to have poffcffed 
a lively genius, and an inGnuating addrefs ; to have 
been regular in his deportment, and moderate in 
his difpotition ; but at the fame time he has beea 
branded as deceitful , diflembling , and vindidivc,^ 
His fcheme of politics V^as altogether paei|ic: he 
endeavoured to accomplifli his purpofes by raifmg 
and fomenting intrigues at foreign courts: he did 
not feeth to pay much regard to the military glory 
of France; and he too much negleded the naval 
power of that kingdom. Since Broglio was drivea 
out of Germany , the French court aflfedled uncoai- 
mon moderation. They pretended that their troops 
"had only aded as auxiliaries while they remained 
in the empire: being, however, apprehenfiveof an 
irruption into their own dominions, they declared, 
th^t thofe troops were no longer to be confidered 
in that light, but as fubjefts ading in the fervice 
of France. The campaign in Italy proved uor 
favorable to the Spaniards. In the beginning of 
Fehru ry Count Gages , virho commanded the 
Spanifh army in the Bolognefe, amounting to 
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fbur-and-twcnty th#ufand men, pafTed the Panaro, CH A?# 
and advanced to Campo-Santo, where he cncoun* vn. 
tercd the Imperial and Piedmontefe forces, com- *'^** 
nianded by xht Counts Traun and Afpremonc. 
The ftrengtb of the two armies was nearly equal. 
The adion was obftinate and bloody, thoueh in- 
decifive. The Spaniards loft about four thoufand 
men, killed, wounded, or taken. The damage 
fuftained by the confederates was not quite fo great* 
Some cannon and colors were taken on both fides , 
and each claimed the vidory. Count Gages re- 
paired the Panaro ; retreated fuddenly from Bologna; 
and marched to Rimini in the - ecclcfiaftical ftate ; 
where he fortified his camp in an advantageous 
fituatiort, after having fuiered feverely by defer- 
tion. Count Traun remained inadive in the Mo- 
denefe till September, when he refigned his com- 
mand to Prince Lobkowiti. This general enter- 
ed the Bolognefe in Odober , and then advanced 
towards Count Gages , who, with his forces, 
now reduced to feven thoufand , retreated to 
Fano; but afterwards took poffefldoq of Pefaro, 
and fortified all the paflcs of the river Foglia- 
The feafon' was far advanced before the $pani(h 
^roops , commancled by Don Philips, in Savoy ,^ 
entered upon adion. In all probability, the 
courts of Ver(ailles and Madrid carried on fome 
private negociation with the King of Sardinia. ^ 

This expedient failing , Don Philip decamped 
from Charoberri in the latter end of Auguft , and 
defiling through Dauphin^ towards Brian^on , 
vrsi% joined by tho Prince of Conti, at the head 

Pi 
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BOOK of twenty thoufand French auxiliaries. Thus rc- 
II. enforced , be attacked the Piedmontefc lines at 
1743. Chateau - Daupl inc ; but was repulfed in fevcral 
attempts, and obliged to retreat with confiderable 
lofs. 1 he French eftablifhed their winter-quarters 
in Dauphine and FroVence; and the Spaniards 
maintained their footing in Savoy. 

XLV. The Britifb fleet commanded by Admiral 
Matthews over - awed all the Aates chat bordered 
on the Mediterranean, This officer, about the end 
of June, underftandmg that fourteen xebecs , laden 
with artillery and ammunition for theSpanifli army, 
had arrived at Genoa , failed thither from the road 
of Hieres, and demanded of tne republic that they 
would either oblige thefe veflcls with the ftores to 
quit their harbour , or fequefler their lading until 
a general peace fliould be eAabliflied. After fome 
difpute, it was agreed that the cannon and ftores 
fhould be depo(ited in the caftle of Bonifacio , 
fituated on a rock atthefouth end of Corfica; and 
that the xebecs flK>uld h^ve leave to retire without 
moleftation. The Corficans had fome years before 
revolted, and (baken otf the dominion of the 
Genoefe , under which their ifland hdd remained 
for many centuries. They found themfelves 
opprefled, and refolvcd to affert their freedom). 
They conferred the fovereign authority on a 
German adventurer, who was folemnly proclaim- 
ed, by the name of King Theodore. He had 
fupplied them with fome arms and ammunition, 
which he had brought from Tunis ; and araufed them 
with promifes of being aflifted by foreign poweiS 
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in retrieving thir independency : but ^s thefe pro- C H A F. 
mtfcs were not performed , they treated him fo vii. 
roughly, that be thought proper to quit the ifland , *'♦*• 
and they fubmitted again to their old mafters. The 
troubles 6f Corfica were now revived. I ht odore 
rivifited his kingdom , and was recogoifed by the 
principal chiefs of the ifland. He publiiheda mani« 
fefto : he granted a general pardon to all his fub- 
jeds who fliould return to their obedience : he 
pretended^ to be countenanced and fupported by 
the King of Great-Britain and the Queen of Hun^ 
gary. He was certainly thought a proper inltru- 
incnt to perplex and harafs the Genoefe , and fup- 
plied at this jundure with a fum of money to pur* 
chafe arms for the Corficans: but a change foon 
happened in the BritiOi miniftry , and then he was 
fuffered to relapfe into his original obfqurity. Ad- 
miral Matthews, though he did not uj:idertlkeany 
expedition of importance agaihft the maritime 
towns of Spain, continued to^affert the Britilb em« 
pire at fea through the whole extent of the Medi« 
terranean. The Spaniib army under Don Philip 
was no fooner in motion, than the Englifh atmiral 
ordered fome troops and cannon to be difembarked 
for the fecurity of Villa-Fraoca. Some florcs having 
been landed at Civiu*Vecchia , for the ufe of the 
Spaniib forces under Count Gages , Matthews in- 
terpreted this tranfadlion into a violation of the neutra. 
lity which the Pope had profefled ; and fent thither 
a fquadron to bombard the place. The city of 
Rome was filled with confternation ; and the Pope 
had recourfe to the good offices of his Sardinian 

P4 
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BOOK Majefty , in confeqiwnce of which the Englilh 

II. fquadron was ordered to >^ithdraw. Thccaptains.ot 

1743. fmgle cruifuig fhips, by their adivity and vigilance ^ 

wl^olly int^errupted the commerce of Spain; can- 

• ^ nonaded and burned fomc towns on^tbe^ fea-fidc ; 

and kept the whole coaft in continual alarm '. 

§ XLVI.Jrt the Wcft-lndiesfome unfnccefsful ef- 
forts were made by an Englifli fquadron, commanded 
by Commodore Knowles. He attacked La Gucria on 
the coaft of Carraccas in the month of February ; but 
met with fuch a warm reception, that he was 
obliged to defift , and make the beft of his way 
for the Dutch ifland Cuw^oa, where he repaired 

In May a dreadful plague broke out at Medina in Sicily. 
It was imported in cotton and other commodities brought from 
Morea ; and fwcpt offfuch a multitude of people , that the 
city was al mod depopulated : all the galley-flaves , who were 
employed in buying the dead , periflied by the contagion ; and 
this was the fae of many prlefts and monks who adminiftered 
to thofe who were infeded. The dead bodies lay in heaps in 
the ftreets , corrupting- the air , and adding frefti fuel to the 
f age of the peftilence. Numbers died miferably , for want of 
proper attendance and neceffaries; and all was horror and de- 
^ folation. At the beginning of winter it ceafed , after having 
deftroyed near fifty thoufand inhabitants of Meffina, and of 
the garrifons in the citadtl and caftle. It was prevented from 
fpreading in Sicily by a ftrong barricado drawn ftom Melazzo 
to Taormina : but it was conveyed to Reggio in Calabria , 
by the avarice of a broker of that place, who bought fome 
goods at Mcflina. The King of Naples immediately ordered 
lines to be for^med , together with a ch^n of troops which 
cut off all communication between that place and the reft 
of the continent. 
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the damage be had fuftained. His fliips cHAF. 
being refitted, he made another attempt upon yn^ 
PortoXavailo in April, which like the former 174J. 
xnifcarried. Twelve hundred marines being landed 
in the neighbourhood of the place , were feized 
with fuch a panic, that it was found necelTary to 
re-embark tkem without delay. Then the Com- 
modore abandoned the enterprife, and failed back 
to his ftation at the Leeward-Iflands , without 
having added much to his reputation , either as 
to condud or refolution. On the continent of 
America the operations of the war were very in- 
confiderable. General Oglethorpe having received 
intelligence, that the Spaniards prepared for an- 
other invafion from St. Auguftine, afferabled a 
body of Indians , as a rc-enforcement to' part of 
his own regiment, with the Highlanders and rangers, 
and in the fpring began his march , in order to 
anticipate the enemy. He encamped for feme 
time in the neighbourhood of St. Auguftine, by 
•way of defiance : but they did not think proper 
to hazard an engagement; and as he was in no 
condition to undertake a fiege, he returned to 
Georgia. InOdober the Princefs Louifa , youngeft 
daughter of his Britannic IMajefty, was married by 
proxy, at Hanover, to the Prince»Royal of Den- 
mark , who met her at Altena , and conduded 
her to Copenhagen. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

S I. Debate in parliament againjl the Hanoverian 
troops, n. Supplies granted. III. Projected inva/ion 
of Great'Britain. IV. A French Jquadron fails up 
the Englifh channel. V. The kingdom is put in a 
pojlare of defence. VI. The dfjign of the French 
defeated. War between France and England. VII. . 
Bill againji thofe who fhould correspond with the 
fons of the Pretender. VI 11. Naval engagemeni 
off Touloru IX. Advances towards peace made by 
theE ntperor. X. Treaty of Franckfort. XL Pro^ 
grefs of the French King in the Netherlands. XII. 
Prince Charles of Lorraine pajfes the Rhine* Xlll. 
The King of Pruffia makes an irruption into Bohe* 
mia. XIV. Campaign in Bavaria and f landers. 
XV. The King of Naples joins Count Gages in 
Italy. XVI. Battle of Coni. XVII. JUturn of 
<A)mmodore Anfon. Sir John Balchen peri/kes at 
fea. XVIII. Revolution in th^ Britifh mirdjlry. 
Seffion of parliamjent. XIX. Death of the Eniper^ 
or Charles VIL Accommodation between the Queen 
of Hungary and the young Elector of Bavaria. 
XX. The Kir^ of Pruffia gains twofucceffive battles 
at Friedberg and Sohr^ over the Aufirian and 
Saxon forces. XXI, Treaty of Drejden. The 
Grand Duke oj Tufcany elected Emperor of Germany. 
XXII. T/ie allies are defeated at Foraenoy. XXI IL 
The King of Sardinia is almofi Jlripped of his 
dominiions. XXIVi The Englijh Jorces take 
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Cape^Breton. XXV. The importance of this con-- 
queji. XXVI Project of an infurre6tion in Greats 
Britain. XXVII. The eldefi Jon of the Chevalier 
de St. George lands in Scotland. XXVIll. Takes 
Pplfeffion of Edinburgh. XXIX. Defeats Sir John 
Cope at Prefton-pans. XXX. Efforts of the 
friends of government in Scotland. XXXI. Pre- 
cautions taken in England. XXXII. The Prince 
Pretender reduces Carlifle , and penetrates as far 
as Derby. Con/iernation of the Londoners. XXXIII. 
The rebels retreat into Scotland. XXXIV. They 
inveji the caflle of Stirling. XXXV. The King's 
troops under Hawly are worjledat Falkirk. XXX VI. 
Th^ Duke of Cumberland ajfumes the command of 
the forces in Scotland. XXXV 11. The rebels 
undertake thejiege of Fort- William. 

§ I. X H E difcontents of England were artfully chap. 
inflamed by anuroinifterial writers, who not only viil. 
exaggerated the burdens of the people, and drew *743. 
frightful pidurcs of the diftrefsand mifery which, 
they faid, impended over the nation, but alfo 
employed the arts of calumny and mifreprefenta- 
tion , to excite a jealoufy and national quarrel be- ' 
tween the Englilh and Hanoverians. They at 
firmed , that in the laft campaign the Britilh general 
had been negleded and defpifed ;!while the councils 
of foreign officers, greatly inferior to him in 
capacity , quality , and reputation , had been fol- 
lowed, to the prejudice of the common caufe: 
that the Britifli troops fuftained daily infults from ^ 
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BOOK their own mercenaries , who were indulged with 
II. particular marks of royal favor: that the fovcrcign 
^'*^' himfclf appeared at Dettingen in a Hanoverian 
, fcarf; and that his cJeAoral troops were of very 
littie fervice tn that engagenaent. Though the 
moft material of tbefe aflertions were certainly 
falfe, they made a ftrong impreffion on the minds 
of the people, already irritated by the enormous 
€xpenfe of a continental war maintained for the 
intereft c\f Germany. When the parliament met 
in the beginning of December, a motion was 
irade in the Houfe of Peers, by the Earl of Sand- 
wich^ for anaddrefs, befeeching his IVlajefty to 
difcontinue the Hanoverian troops in Britilh pay, 
in order to remove the popular difcontent, and 
ftop the murmurs of the Knglifli troops abroad* 
He was fnpported by the Duke of Bedford, the 
Earl of Chefterfield , and all the leaders in the op- 
pofition , who did not fail to enumerate , and in- 
fift upon all the circumftances we have mentioned. 
They moreover obferved , that better troops 
j^ightbe hired at a fmaller expenfe: that it would 
be a vain and endlefs talk to exhaud the national 
treafure,in enriching a hungry and barren elec- 
torate : that the popular diffatisfadion againft thefe 
mercenaries was fo general, and raifed to fuch 
violence,, as nothing but their difmiflion cojald 
appeafe : that if fuch hirelings fhould be thus con- 
tinued from year to year, they might at laft be- 
come a burden entailed upon the nation , anii be 
made fubfervient, under fome ambitious prince, 
to purpofes deftrudlive of BritiOi lib^erty. Thefe' 
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vrerc the fuggcftjons of fple^n and animofity; for, c H 4 Y. 
granting the ncccffity of a land •war, the Hano- Viii. 
verians were the moft natural allies and auxiliaries *'*^" 
which Great.Britain could engage and employ* 
How infolent foever fome few individual generate 
of that eledorate might have been in thrir private 
deportment, certain it is, their troops behaved 
with great fobricty,. difcipline , and decorum; • 
and in^the day of battle did their duty with as 
much courage and alacrity as any body of 
men ever difplayed on the like occafion. The 
motion was rejedcd by the majority; but, when 
the term for keeping them in the Britifli pay was 
nearly expired , and cftimates for their being con- 
-tinued the enfuing year were laid before the 
Houfe, the Earl of Sandwich renewed his motion. 
The Lord Chancellor, as fpeaker of the Houfe, 
interpofing, declared, that by their rules a queftion 
once rejeded could not be revived during the 
fame feifion. A debate enfued, and the fecond 
motion was over-ruled. The Hanoverian troops 
were voted in the Houfe of Commons : neverthe- 
lefs , the fame nobleman moved in the Upper n 
Houfe, that the continuing fixteen thoufond 
Hanoverians in Britifli pay "was prejudicial to his 
Majefly's true intereft, ufelefs to the common 
caufe, and dangerous to the welfare and tranquil- 
lity of the nation. He was feconded by the Duke 
of iVlarlborough, who had refigned hiscommiflfion 
in difguft; and the propofal gave birth to another 
warm difpute: but vidory declared, as ufual, 
for the miniftry. 
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BOOK < IL In the Houfc of CocnmyOns they fuftained 
II. divers attacks^ A motion was made for laying a 
174^ duty of eight (hillings in the pound on all places 
and penfions. Mr. Grenvillc moved for an addrefs, 
to befecch his Majefty , that he would not engage 
the Britiih nation any further in the war on the 
continent , without the concurrence of the States- 
General on certain llipulated proportions of force 
and expenfe, as in the late war. Thefe propofals 
begat vigorous debates , in which the country-party 
were always foiled by dint of fuperior number. 
Such was the credit and influence bf the miniftry 
in parliament, that although the national debt 
^ was increafed by above fix jnillions fince the com- 
mencement of the war, the Commons indulged 
them with an enormous fum for the expenfe of 
the enfuingyear. The grants fpeciBed inthevote^ 
amounted to fix millions and a half: to this fum 
were added three millions and a half paid to the 
finking.fund in perpetual taxes ; fo that this year's 
expenfe rofe to ten millions. The funds eftablifh- 
ed for the annual charge were the land and malt- 
taxes ; one million paid by the Ea(l*Iridia company 
for the renewal of their chatter, twelve hundred 
~ thoufand pounds by annuities , one million from 
the finking-fund, fix-and-thirty thoufand pounds 
" from the coinage, and fix hundred thoufand pounds 
by a lottery: an expedient which for fome time 
had been annually repeated: and which, in a ^reat 
meafure contributed to debauch the morals of the 
public, by introducing a fpirit of gaming, deftrudtive 
of all induftry and virtue. 
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$ III. The diffcnfions of the Briti(b'|par]iament chap. 
Avcrc fuddcnly fufpended by an event that feemed viii. 
to unite both parties in the profecution of the '.^^J* 
fame meafures. This was the inteUigence of an 
intended invafion. By the parliamentary difputes, 
the loud ■ clamors , and the general diHatisfaiflion 
of the people in Great-Britain , the French miniftry 
vrere perfuaded that the nation was ripe for a 
revolt. This belief was corroborated by the af- 
fertions of their emiffaries in diflferent parts of Greau 
Britain and Ireland. Thefe were papifts and 
Jacobites of (Irong prejudices and warm imagina- 
tions, who faw things through the medium of 
paflion and party, and fpoke rather from ex- 
travagant zeal than from fobcr convidion. They 
gave the court of Verfailles to underlland, that 
if the Chevalier de St. George, or his cldeft fon, 
Charles-Edward , fhould appear at the head of a 
French army in Great-Britain , a revolution would 
indantly follow in his favor. This intimation was 
agreeable to Cardinal de Tencin, who, fince the 
death of Fleury , had borne a (hare in the ad- 
miniftration of France. He was of a violent enter* 
prifing temper. He had been recommended to the 
purple by the Chevalier de St. George , and was 
fcemingly attached to the Stuart family. His am- 
bition was flattered with the profped of giving a * 
king to Great-Britain; of performing fuch eminent 
fervice to his benefador; and of reftoring to the 
throne of their anceftors a family conneded by th^ 
ties of blood with all the greateft princes of Eu- 
rope. The miniftry of France forefav , that even 
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i O o K of this aim (hould mifcarry , a defcent upon 
II. Great - Britain would make a confiderable di- 
»y4J» verfion from the continent in favor of France, and 
embroil and embarrafe his BrRannic IMajefty, who 
was the chief fupport of the Houfe of Auftria, and 
all its allies, Aduated by" thefe motives ; he con- 
certed meafures with the Chevalier dc St. George 
at Rome , who being too much advanced in 
yekrs to engage perfonally in fnch an expedition , 
agreed to delegate his pretenfions and authority 
to his fon Charles, a youth of promifing talents , 
fage, fecret, brave, and enterprifing , amiable in 
his perfon , grave, and even rcfcrved in his de* 
portment He approved himfelf in the fequel com- 
pofed and moderate in fuccefs, wonderfully firm 
in adverfity; and though tenderly nurfed'in all the 
delights of an effeminate coiititry, and' gentle c\u 
mate, patient almoft beyond 'belief of cold, hunger, 
and fatigue. Such was the adventurer now deftincd 
to fill the hope which the French miniftryhad con- 
ceived from the projeded invafion of Great-Britain. 
S IV. Count Saxe was appointed by the French 
King commander of the troops defigned for this 
expedition , which amounted to fifteen thoufand 
men. They began their march to Picardy, and a 
great number of veflels was 'affembled for their 
embarkation at Dunkirk, Calais, and Boulogne- It 
was determined that they fhould be landed in 
Kent, under convoy of a flrong fquadron 
equipped at Breft , and cotaomanded by Mon- 
fieur de Roqucfeuille , an officer of experience 
and capacity. The Chevalier de St. George 

is 
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is faid to have required the perfonal fervice of the c H iV p, 
Duke ofOrmond, who excufcd himfelf on account Vi.11/ 
of his advanced age : be that as it will, Prince ^^^* 
Charles departed from Rome about the end of 
December, in the difguife of a Spanifli courier, at- 
tended by one fervant only, and furnifhed with 
paffports by Cardinal Aqua viva. Me travelled 
through Tufcany to Genoa, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Savona , where he embarked for Antibcs, 
and profecuting his journey to Paris , was indulged 
with a private audience of the French King: then . 
be fet out incognito for the coaft of Picardy. The 
Britifh miniftry being apprized of his arrival ia 
France , at once comprehended the deftination of 
the armaments prepared at Bred and Boulogne, Mr. 
Thompfon , the Englifli refident at Paris received 
orders to make a remonftrance to the French mi- 
niftry, on the violation of thofe treaties by which 
the Pretender to the crown of Great-Britain was 
excluded from the territories of France. But he 
was given to underftand, that his Moft Chriftiaa 
Majefty would not explain himfelf on thatfubjedt 
until the King of Englabd fhould have given fa* 
tisfadtion on the repeated complaints which had been 
made to him, touching the infradlions of thofe 
very treaties whi^ had been fo often violated by 
his orders. In the month of January, M* de 
Roquefeuille failed from Breft , direding his courfe 
up the Englifli channel , with twenty fliips of 
war. They were imniediatcly difcovercd by aa 
Englifli cruifer which ran into Plymouth ; and the 
intelligence was conveyed by land to the board 
Vol. IV, Q. 
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BOOK of Admiralty. Sir John Norris was forthwith 
lU ordered to take the command of the fquadron at 
i74l» Spitbead , with which he failed round to the Downs, 
where he wa5 joined by fome (hips of the line from 
Chatham, and he found himfelf at the head of a 
fquadron confiderably ftronger than that of the 
enemy. 

5 V. Several regiments marched to the foutbern 
coaft of England : all governors and commanders 
were ordered to repair immediately to their refpedive 
* pofts : the forts at the mouths of the Thames and 
IVledway were put in a pofture of defence; and 
diredions were iffued to affemble the Kentilh militia, 
to defend the coaft in cafe of an invafion. On the 
fifteenth day of Februarry, the King fent ameflage 
to both Houfes of parliament , intimating the arrival 
of the Pretender's fon in France > the preparations 
at Dunkirk , and the appearance of a French fleet 
in the Englilh channel. They joined in an ad* 
drefs, declaring their indignation and abhorrence 
of the defign formed in favor of a popifli pretender; 
and affuring his Majefty , that they would, with the 
warmeft zeal and unanimity , take fuch meafures 
as would enable him to fruftrate*and defeat fodefpe- 
rate and infolent an attempt, Addrefles of the fame 
kind were prefented by the city of London , both 
univerfities, the principal towns of Great- Britain, 
the clergy, the diffcnting minifters, the quakers, 
and almoft all the corporations and communities 
of the kingdom. A requifition was made of the 
fix thoufand auxiliaries which the States-General 
were by treaty obliged to furnifti on fuch occa- 
fions ; and thefe were granted with great alacritv 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GEORGE II. z%y 

and expedition. The Earl of Stair, forgetting his c h A ?. 
wrongs, took this opportunity of offering hisfervices Vt i u 
to government /and was re-invefted with the chief «^*^- 
command of the forces in Great-Britain. His ex. 
ample was followed by fcveral noblemen of the 
firft rank. The Duke of Montague was permitted 
to raife a regiment of horfe ; and orders were fent 
to bring over fix thoufand of the Britifh troops 
from Flanders , in cafe the invafion fhould adualiy 
take place. His Majefty was , in another addrefs 
from parliament, exhorted to augment his forces by 
fea and land: the Habeas-Corpus-ad was fufpen* 
ded for fix months, and feveral perfons of diftinc- 
tion were apprehended on fufpicion of trcafonable 
pradices: a proclamation was ifiued for putting 
the laws in execution againft papiftsand nonjurors^ 
who were commanded to retire ten miles from 
London^ and every pre caution was taken which 
feemed neceffary for the preCervation of the 
public U-anquillity. 

S VI. Mean while the French court proceeded 
with their preparations at Boulogne and Dunkirk j^ 
under the eye of the young Pretender ; and feven 
thoufand men were adlually embarked. M. de Ro- 
quefcuille failed up the diiannel as far js Dunge- 
nefs, a promontory on the coaft of Kent, after 
having detached M. de Barreil , with five (hips , 
to haften the embarkation at Dunkirk. While 
the French Admiral anchored off Dungenefs , he 
perceived , on the twenty - fourth day of Febru- 
ary , the Britifh fleet, under Sir Johji Norris, 
^ubling the South - Foreland irom the Dowijs; 
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1 O O K and though the wind was againft him , taking 
**• the opportunity of the tide to come up and en* 
*'**• g3ge the French fquadron, Roquefeuille , who 
little expeded fuch a vifit, could not be altoge- 
ther corapofed , confidering the great fuperiofity 
of his enemies: but the tide failing, the Engl ifli 
Admiral was obliged to anchor two leagues fliort 
of the enemy. In this interval, M. de Roquefeuille 
called a courix:iI of war in which it was determined to 
avoid an cfigagement, weigh anchor at funfet, and 
make the bcft of their way to the place from whence 
they had fet fail. This refolution was favored 
by a very hard gale of wind, which began to 
blow from the north-eaft , and carried them down 
the channel with incredible expedition. But the 
fame ftorm which, in all probability, faved their 
fleet from deftrudion, utterly difconcerted the 
defign of invading England. A great number of 
their tranfports were driven albore and deftroyed, 
and the reft were fo damaged that they could not 
be fpeedily repaired. The Englifh were now 
mafters at fea , and their coaft was fo well guard- 
ed, that the enterprife could not be profecuted 
with any probability of fuccefs. The French ge- 
nerals nominated to ferve in this expedition return- 
ed to Paris, and the young Pretender refolvedto 
wait a more favorable opportunity. In the mean 
time he remained in Paris , or that neighbourhood, 
incognito , and almoft totally negleded by the 
court of France. Finding himfelf in this difagree- 
able fituation, and being vifited by John Murray 
of Broughton , \yho magnified the power of his 
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friends in Great-Britain, he refolved to makeforoe c H 4 ?• 
bold effort , even without the afliftance of Louis^ yiiu 
in whofe fincerityhe had no faith , and forthwith 
took proper roeafures to obtain cxadl information 
touching the number, inclinations, and influence 
of his father's adherents in England and Scotland. ^ 
The French King no longer prcferved any meafures 
with the court of London: the Britifh rcfident at 
Paris was given to underftand , that a declaration of 
war muftenfuc ; and this W2^s aftually publiftedoa 
the- twentieth day of March. The King of Great- 
Bri tain was taxed with having diffuaded the courfi 
of Vienn^ from entertaining any thoughts of an 
accommodation; with haying infringed the con-, 
vention of Hanover; with having cxercifed piracy 
upon the fubjeds of France , and with having 
blocked up the harbour of Toulom On the thirtyi^ 
iirft day of March a like denunciation of war againft 
France was publifhed at London , aqaidft the s^ 
clamations of the people* 

§ VII. The Commons of England , in order to An. >#♦. 
evince their loyalty, brought in a bill, denouncing 
the penalties of high-treafon againft thofe who^fhould 
maintain correfpondence with the fons of the Prc-^ 
tender. In the upper Houfe , Lord Hardwicke , 
the Chancellor, moved, that a claufe ihould be 
inferted , extending the crime of treafon to the 
pofterity of the offenders , during the lives of the 
Pretender's fons. The motion , which was fiip- 
ported by the whole ftrength of the miniftry, pro* 
duced a warm debate , in which the Duke of 
Bedford, the Earlof Chefterfield, the Lords Talbot 

<l3 
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BOOR and Hcrvey argued againft il in the moft patlietic 
II, manner , as an illiberal expedieat , contrary to the 
J744^ didatcs of humanity ^ the kw of nature « the rules 
, of conoraon jufticc, and the precepts of religion; 
an expedicnl that would involve the innocent with 
the guilty, and tend to the augmentation of roi« 
jiifterial power , for which purpofe it was undoub- 
tedly calculated. Notwithftanding thefe fuggeftions^ 
the claufe was carried in the affirmative , and the 
bill fent back to the Commons, where the amend* 
incnt was vigoroufly oppofcd by Lord Strange, Lord 
Gucrnfey, Mr. W. Pitt, and other members , by 
whom the original bill had been countenanced ' t 
. the majority, however, declared for the amendment, 
and the bill obtained the royal affent Thefeffioti 
of parliament was clofed in May, when the King 
told them that the French had made vaft prepara- 
tions on the fide of the Netherlands ; and that the 
States- General had agreed to furnilh the fuccours 
flipulated by treaties. 

§ VIII. By this time an acSion bad happened in 
the Mediterranean between the Britilh fieet com- 
manded Jby Admiral Matthews, and the combined 
fquadrons of France and Spain, which had been for 
feme time blocked up in the harbour of Toulon. 
On the ninth day of February they were perceived 

The oppofition had fudained a heavy blow in the death 
©r the Duke of Argylc, a nobleman of fhining qualifications 
for the icnateand the field , whofe charadter would hare been 
ftill mort. rfIuftriou« , had not fome parts, of his cot)du(!l 
fubjeifted hint to the fufpicionof felfifhncfs a!id inconftancy* 
He was fuccceded in that tide by bis brother , Archibald 
Earl of Hay. 
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ftanding but of the road , to the number of four* c H A F, 
and-thirty fail : the Englilh Admiral immediately vili. 
weighed from Hieres-bay; and on the eleventh, ^t^^ 
part of the fleets engaged. Matthews attacked 
the Spanifli Admiral, Don Navarra, whofe fbip, the 
Real , was a firft rate, mou nted with above an hun* 
drej guns. Rear-Admiral Rewley fingicd out M. 
de Court, who commanded the French fquadron; 
and a very few captains followed the example of 
their commanders : but Vice - Admiral Leftock s 
with his whole divifion , remained at a great diftance 
aftern; and feveral captains who were immediately 
under the eye of Matthews behaved in fuch a man^ 
ner as reflected difgrace upon their country. The 
•whole tranfadion was conduded without order ot 
deliberation. The Frenchand Spaniards would have ^ 
willingly avoided an engagement, as the Britifh fqua- 
dron wasfuperior to them in ftrength and number. 
IVl. de Court, therefore, made the beft of his way 
towards the Straits mouth, probably with intention 
to join the Breft fquadron: but he had orders to 
protedl the SpaniQi fleet ; and as they failed heavily, 
he was obliged to wait for them , at the hazard 
of maintaining a battle with the Englilh. Thus 
circumftanced he made fail and lay ta by turns ; 
fo that the Britifh Admiral could not engage them 
in proper order; and as they outfailed his 0iips, 
he began to fear they would efcape him altogether , 
fliould be wait for Vicc-Admiral Leftock who was • 
fo far aftern. Under this apprchenfion h© made the 
fignal for engaging , while that for the line of 
battle was ftiU difplayed; and this inconfiftency 

Q.4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



232 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK naturally introduced confiifion. The fight was 
II. maintained with great vivacity by the few who 
>?44» engaged. The Real being quite difabled, and like 
a wreck upon the water, Mr. Matthews fent a 
firefhip to deftroy her ; bv»t the expedient did not 
take effed. The (hips ordered to cover this nia- 
diine-did not obey the fignal ; fo that the captain 
of the firefhip was expofcd to the whole fire of 
the enemy. Neverthclcfs , he continued to ad- 
vance until he found the veffel finking, and being 
within a few yards of the Real, he fet fire to 
the fufees. The fbip was immediately in flames, 
in the midd of which he and his lieutenant, with 
twelve men , periihed. This was likewife the fate 
of a Spanifh launch , which had been manned with 
fifty failors , to prevent the firefhip from running on 
board the Real. One fl)ip of the line belonging 
to the Spanifb fquadron flruck to Captain Hawke, 
who fent a lieutenant to take pofTeflion of her: 
fbe was afterwards retaken by the French fquadron ; 
but was found fo difabled , that they left her de- 
ferted , and fbe was next day burned by order of Ad- 
miral Matthews. At night the adionceafed; and 
the Admiral found his own fhip fo much damaged, 
that he moved his flag into another. Captain 
Cornwall fell in the engagement, after having 
exhibited a remarkable proof of courage and in- 
trepidity : but the lofs of men was veryinconfider* 
able. Next day the enetny appeared to Leeward 
and the admiral gave chafe till night , when he 
brought to , that he might be joined by the 
Ihips aflern. They were perceived again on 
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the thirteenth at a confidcrable diftancc , and pur- C H A F# 
fued till the evening. In the morning of the four- Vlil. 
teepth, twenty fail of them /werc fcen diftindly, 
and Leftock with his divifion had gained ground 
of them confiderably by noon; but Admiral Mat- 
tlacws difplayed the fignal for leaving off chafe, and 
bore away for Port-Mahon , to repair the damage 
he had fuftained. Mean while the combined fqua- 
drons continued their courfe towards the coaft of 
Spain. M. de Court, with his divifion, anchored 
in the road of Alicant; and Don Navarro failed 
into the harbour of Carthagena. Admiral Mat- 
thews, on his arrival at Minorca, accufcd Leftock 
of having mifbehaved on the, day of adion ; fuf- 
pended him from his office, and fent him prifoner 
to England, where, in his turn, he accufcd his 
accufer. Long before the engagement, thefe two 
oSBcers had expreffcd the moft virulent refentment 
againft each other. Matthews was brave, open, 
and undifguifed; but proud , imperious , and pre* 
cipitate. Leftock had fignalized his courage on 
many occafions, and pcrfedly underftood the 
"whole difcipline of the navy ; but he was cool , 
cunning, and vindictive. He had been treated 
fupercilioufly by Matthews , and in revenge took 
advantage of his errors and precipitation. To gra- 
tify this paftion, he betrayed the intereft and glory 
of his country; for it is not to be doubted, but that 
he might have come up in time to engage; and, in 
that cafe , the fleets of France and Spain would in 
all likelihood have been deftroyed; but he intrench- 
ed himfelf within the pundlilios of difcipline, and 
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• o O K few vritb pleafure his antagonift cxpofe hitnfelf to 
II. the hazard of death, ruin, and difgrace. Matthews 
>944 hirofelf, in the fequel, {acrificed his doty to his 
refentment, in reftraining Leftock from purfuing^ 
and attacking the combined fquadrons on the third 
day after the engagement, when they appeared diC 
abled , and in manifeft diforder , and would have 
fallen an eafy prey , had they been vigoroufly at- 
tacked. One can hardly, without indignation, re« 
fled upon thefe inftances, in which a community 
has fo feverely fuflfered from the perfonal animofity 
of individuals. The mifcarriage off Toulon became 
/the fubjcdl; of a parliamentary inquiry in England. 
The Commons, in an addrefs to the throne, de- 
fired that a court-martial might be appointed to try 
the d^nquents. By this time Leftock had accufed 
IMatthews, and all the captains of his divifion who 
mifbehaved on the day of battle. The court-martial 
was conftitutcd , and proceeded to trial Several 
commanders of fliips were ca(hic;red : Vice-Ad- 
miral Leftock was honorably acquitted ; and Ad- 
jiBiral Matthews rendered incapable of ferving for 
the future in his Majefty's navy. AH the world 
knew that Leftock kept aloof, and that Matthews 
rulhed into the hotteft part of the engagement. 
Yet the former triumphed on his trial, and the 
'latter narrowly efcaped the fcntence of death for 
cowardice aixf mifcondudk. Such dccifions are not to 
be accounted for, except from prejudice and faction. 
§ IX. The war in Germany, whjch had been 
' alnioft extinguiflied in the laft campaign , began 
to revive, and raged with redoubled violence. The 
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Emperor had folicitcd the mediatkm of hk Bri- Ctt kit* 
tannic Majefty for comproroifing the differences ynu 
between him and the court of Vienna. Prince ^^^^ 
William of Heffe-Caffel had conferred with the 
King of England on this fubjedl ; and a negocia. 
lion was begun at Hanau* The Emperor offered 
to difmifs the French auxitiaries, provided the Au£> 
trians would evacuate his hereditary dominions^ 
Nay , Prince William and Lord Carteret, as pleni- 
potentiaries , adually agreed to preliminaries , by 
which his Imperial Majcfty engaged to renounce 
the alliaYice of France, and throw himfelf into the 
arms of the maritime powers; to rcfign all pre* 
tcnfions to the fucceflSon of the houfc of Auftria ; 
and to revive the vote of Bohemia in the eledloral 
college, on condition of his being re-eftablifhed in 
the poffeffion of his dominions'; recognifed as 
Emperor by the Queen of Hungary, and accom- 
modated with a monthly fubfidy for his mainte^ 
nance , as his own territories were exhaufted and 
impovcrifhed by the war. By a feparate article ^ 
the King of Great-Britain promifcd to furnifli him 
w^ith three hundred thoufand crowns, and to in« 
tcrpofe his good offices with the Queen of Huik 
gary, that his eledloral dominions fhould t>e favor*, 
ably treated. Thefe preliminaries, though fcteled^^ 
were not figned. The court of Vienna was unwifc 
ling to part with their conquefts in Bavaria and 
the Upper-Palatinate. The Queen trufted too much ^ 

to the valor of her troops, and the wealth of her 
allies , to liflen to fuch terms of accommodation ; 
an^ whatever arguments wer« ufed with the King 
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BOOK of Grent Britain, certain it is the negociation was 
J'« dropped , on pretence that the articles were dif- 
.«74o approved by the miniftry of England. The Ena- 
peror, environed with diftrefs, renewed his appli- 
cation to the King of Great-Britain; and even de- 
clared that he would refer his caufe to the deter- 
mination of the looaritime powers: but all his ad- 
vances were difcountenanced; and the treaty of 
Worms difpelled all hope of accommodation. In 
this manner did the Britifli miniftry reject the fair- 
cft opportunity that could poffibly occur of ter- 
minating the war in Germany with honor and 
advantage, and of freeing their country from that 
infuflferable burden of cxpenfe under which (he 
groaned^ 

$ X. The inflexibility of the boufe of Auftria, and 
its chief ally , proved ferviceable to the Emperor. 
The forlorn fituation of this unfortuilate prince ex- 
cited the compaffion of divers princes : they rc- 
fcnted the infolence with which the head of the 
empire had been treated by the court of Vienna ; 
and they were alarmed at the increafing pov/er of 
a family noted for pride, tyranny, and ambition* 
Thefe confiderations gave rife to the treaty of 
Franckfort, concluded in May between the Em- 
peror, the King of Pruffia, the King of Sweden as 
Landgrave of Hefle-Caffcl , and the Ele<ftor-Pala- 
tine. They engaged. to preferve the conftitutions 
of the empire, according to the treaty of Weftplialia, 
and to fupport the Emperor in his rank and dignity. 
They agreed to employ their good offices with the 
Queen of Hungary ^ that /be might be induced to 
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CHAP. 



acknowkdge the Emperor, torcftore his hereditary 
dominions, and give up the archives of the empire ^'*'- 
that were in her poffeffion. They guaranteed to each '^*^ 
other their refpedlive territories: th^ difputes about 
the fucceffion of the late Emperor they referred to 
the decifion of the dates of the empire: they promifed 
to affift one another io cafe of being attacked; ancS 
they invited the King of Poland, the Eledlor of 
Cologn, and the Bi(hop of Liege, to accede to this 
treaty. Such was the confederacy that broke all the 
meafures which had been c6ncerted between the 
King of Great- Britain and her Hungarian Majcfty for 
the operations gf the campaign. In the mean time, 
the French King declared war againft this princefs, oa 
pretence that (he was obftinately deaf to all terms of 
accommodation, and determined to carry the war in- 
to the territories of France. In her coiinter-declar- 
'ation fhe taxed Louis with having infringed the moft 
folemn engagement with refped to the pragmatic 
f andion; with having fpirited up different pretenders 
to lay claim to the fucceffion of the late Emperor; 
with having endeavoured td inftigate the common 
enemy of Chriftendom againft her; and with having 
adled the incendiary in the north of Europe, that the 
Czarina might be prevented from affifting the houfe 
of Auftria, while his numerous armies overfpread the 
empire, and defolated her hereditary countries. 
Tbefe recriminations were literally true. The houfcs 
of Bourbon and Auftria have , for many centuries, 
been the common difturbers and plagues of Europe. 
SXI. The King of France, though in himfelf 
pacific and uncntcrprifing , yras ftimulated by 
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BOOK his tniniftry to taftt die glory of conqueft in tlic 
ii. Netherlands , where he had affembled an army of 
*7*'*^ one hundred aivd twenty thoufand men, provided 
with a very formidable train of artillery. The chief 
command was vetted in the Marefchal Count dc 
Saxe, who poffeffed great military taknts, and 
proved to be one of the moft fortunate generals 
of the age in which he lived. The allied forces, 
confiding of Englifti , Hanoverians, Dutch, and 
Auftrians , to the number of feventy ^oufand ef- 
fective men , were in the flHKith of May aflendbled 
in the neighbourhood of Bruflels, from whence 
they marched towards Oudenarde, and potted them- 
fclves behind the Schelde, being unable to retard 
the progrefs of the enemy. The French Monarch, 
attended by his favorite ladies , with all the pomp 
of caftern luxury , arrived at Lifle on the twelfdi 
day of the fatne month 4 and in the adjacent plain 
reviewed his army. The States-Oeneral , alarmed 
at his preparations, had, in a conference with his 
amb;^ffador at the Hague , exprelTed their appre- 
^ fcenfions, and entreated his Moft Chrittian Majefty 

would defift from his dettgn of attacking their bar- 
rier. Their remonftrances having proved ineffednal, 
they now fent a miniftcr to wait upon that mon* 
arch, to enforce their former reprefentati\>ns, and 
Irepeat their entreaties : but no regard was paid to 
bis requcft. The French King told him, he was 
determined to profecute the war with vigor, as his 
moderation hitherto had ferved to no other pur- 
pofe but that of rendering his enemies more in- 
tradable. Accordingly, his troops invefted Menin, 
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^hich was in feven days/ furrendercd upon capi- c H a f» 
tulation. Yprcs, Fort Knocke, and Fumes under- viif. 
•went the fame fate; and on the twenty-ninth day '74%. 
of June ^he King of France entered Dunkirk in 
triuraph. 

S XIL He had taken fuch precautions for, the 
defence of Alface, which Was guarded by con- 
fiderable armies under the command of Coigiiy and 
Seckendorf , that he thought he had nothing to 
fear from the Auftrians in that quarter : befides, he • 
had received fecret affurances that the King of Pruf- 
fia would declare for the Emperor; lb that he re* 
folved to purfue his conquefts in the Netherlands. 
But all his meafures were defeated by the adivity 
of Prince Charles of Lorraine, and his officers, 
Vfho found means to pafs the Rhine, and oblige 
the French and Bavarian generals to retire to Lam*- 
pertheim , that they might cover Straiburgh. The 
Auftrians made themfelves mafters of Haguenau and 
Saverne^ they fecured tjte pafles of Lorraine ; and 
laid all the country of Lower AJfact under contri- 
bution. The Kilig of France was po fooner ap- 
prized of the prince's having paffed the Rhine, and 
penetrated into this province , than he fent ofif a 
detachment of thirty thoufand men from his army 
in Flanders to re-enforce that und^r the Marefchal 
de Coigny; and he himfelf began his journey from 
the Rhine, that he might in perfon check the 
pfogrefs of the enemy : but this defign was anti- 
cipated by a fevere diftemper that overtook him 
at Metz in Lorraine. The phyficians defpaired 
of his life. The Qpeen , with her children , and 
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BOOK all the princes of the blood , haftened from Ver. 
ir. failles to pay the laft duties to their dying fover- 
1744. eign, who, as a true penitent, difmiffed his con- 
cubines, and began to prepare himfelf for death : 
yet the ftrength of his conftitution triumphed 
over the fever, and his recovery was celebrated 
all over his dominions with uncommon marks of 
joy pnd aflfedion. 

§ XIII. In the mean time the fchemes of the 
Audrian general were fruftated by the King of 
Pruflia, who, in the month of Auguft, entered 
the elecftorate of Saxony , at the head of a num- 
erous army. There he declared, in a public mani- 
fefto , that his aims were only to re-eftablifli the 
peace of the empire , and to fupport the dignity 
of its head. He affured the inhabitants that they 
might depend upon his protection ; in cafe they 
ihould remain quiet ; but threatened them with fire 
and fword fliould they prefume to oppofe hisf 
arms. In a refcripl addrefled to his minifters at 
foreign courts , he accufed the Queen of Hungary 
of obftinacy, in refufmg to acknowledge the 
Emperor, and reftore his hereditary dominions: he 
laid he had engaged in the league of Franckfort , 
to hinder the head of the empire from being op. 
preflcd: that he had no intention t& violate the 
peace of Breflaw, or enter as a principal into this 
war: be affirmed, that his defign was to adl as 
auxiliarv to the Emperor , and eftablifh the quiet 
of Germany. He penetrated into Bohemia and 
undertook the fiege of Prague, the governor of which 
furrendered himfelf and his garrifbn prifoners of 

war 
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war on the fixteentb day of Septemben He iiftcr* C H 4 P. 
wards reduced Tabor, Bod weis , and Teyn ^ and Viiu 
in a word fubdued the greateft part of the king* *5r4i* 
dom ; the Auftrian forces in that country being in 
no condition to ftop his progrefs* Neverthelefs > 
he was foon obliged to relinquifh his conqucfts* 
Prince Charles of Lorraine yras recalled from Al* 
face, and repafled the Rhine in the face of the ^ 
French army, commanded by the Marefchals de 
Coigni 5 Noailles, and Belleifle* Then he marched 
to the Danube , laid the Upper Palatinate undef 
contribution, and entering Bohemia, joined the 
troops under Bathiani at Mcrotitz. The King of 
Poland Eledor of Saxony , at this jundture, de* 
Glared in favor of her Hungarian Majefty. A con* 
vention for the mutual guarantee of their dominions 
had been figned between thofe two powers in 
December; arid now Prince Charles of Lorraine was 
re-enforced by twenty thoufand Saxon troops , undcf 
the condudl of the DukeofSaxe-Weifenfcls. The 
combined army was fuperior to that of his Pruffian 
Majefty , whom they refolved to engage. But he 
retired before them, and haVing evacuated all the 
places he had garrifoned in Bohemia , retreated - 
with precipitation intoSilefia, There hh troops wer6 
put into winter-quarters; and he hi mfe If returned to 
Berlin , extremely mortified at the iffue of the 
campaign. 

$ XiV. During thefe tranfacalons , Count ScC* 
kendorf marched into Bavaria , at the bead of 4 
ftrong army , drove the Auftrians out of that elec-» 
lorate, and thq Emperor regained pofleflion of 

Vol. IV. R 
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O O K, Munich, his capital , on the twenty- fecond day of 
II. » Odober. In Auguft the French army paffed the 

'^4^- Rhine at Fort-Louis , and inverted the ftrong and 
important city of Friburgh , defended by General 
Demnitz,atthehead ofninethoufand Veterans. The 
King of Francearrivedin the camp on the eleventh 
day of Odober ; and the fiege was carried on with 
uncommon vigor. The Auftrian governor made 
incredible efforts in the defence of the place , which 
he maintained until it was reduced to a heap of 
ruins , and one half of the garrifon deftroyed. At 
length, however, they were obliged to furrendcr 
themfelves prifoners of war, after the trenches had 
l^een open five-and-forty days , during which they 
bad killed above fifteen thoufand of the befiegers. 
With this conqueft, the French King clofed the 
campaign, and his army was cantoned along the 
Rhine, under the infpedion of the Count de Mail- 
lebois. By the detachments drawn from the French 
army in Flanders , Count de Saxe had found himfelf 
confiderably weaker than the confederates : he threw 
up ftrong intrenchments behind the Lys, where 
be remained on the defenfive , until he was re-en- 
forced b^ the Count de Clermont , who commanded 
a feparate body on the fide of Newport. The allies, 
to the number of feventy thoufajid , paffed the 
Schelde, and advanced towards Helchin: but the 
enemy being fo advantageoufiy pofted , that 
they could not attack him with any profped of 
advantage, they filed on in fight of Tournay; 
^nd on the eighth day of Auguft encamped in the 
plains of Lifle, in hope of drawirtj Count Saxe 
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from the fituation in which he was fo ftrongly chap. 



viu 



fortified. Here they foraged for feveral days , and 
laid the open country vender contribution: how- «^44. 
ever, they made no attempt on the place itfelf, 
which in all probability would have fallen into their 
hands, had they invefted it at their firft approach ; for 
then there was no other garrifon but two or three 
battalions of militia: but Count Saxe fbon threw 
in a confiderable re enforcement. The allies were 
unprovided with a train of battering cannon; and 
their commanders would not deviate from the ufual 
form of war. Befides , they were divided in their 
opinions , and defpifed one another. General Wade, 
who commanded the Englifli and Hanoverians, 
was a Vain , weak man , without confidence , 
weight or authority ; and the Auftrian general , 
the Duke d'Aremberg, was a proud, rapacious 
glutton, devoid of talents and fentiment. After 
having remained for fome time in fight of Lifle , 
and made a general forage without moleftation, 
they retired to their former camp o^i the Schelde; 
from whence they foon marched into winter-quarters. 
Count Saxe at length quitted his lines; and, by 
way of retaliation, fent out detachments to ravage 
the Low- Countries, tp the very gates of Ghent 
and Bruges. The condud of the allied generals 
was feverely cenfured in England, and ridiculed 
in France, not only in private converfation but 
alfo on their public theatres , where it became the 
fubjcd of farces and pantomimes. 

$ XV. The campaign in Italy produced divers 

R 2 
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viciffitudes of fortune. The King of Naples having 
II. aflfembled an army , joined Count Gages , and 
1744. publifhed a manifefto in vindication of hiscondudl, 
* vrhich was a dired violation of the neutrality he 
had promifed to obferve. He maintained, that 
his moderation had been undervalued by the courts 
of London and Vienna; that his frontiers were 
threatened with the calamities of war ; and that 
the Queen of Hungary made no fecret of her in- 
tention to invade hi^ clominions. This charge was 
not without fodndation. The emiffaries of the 
houfe of Auftria endeavoured to excite a rebellion 
in Naples, which Prince Lobkowitz had orders 
to favor by an in vafion. This general was encamped 
at Monte Rotundo, in the neighbourhood of Rome, 
when, in the month of June, the confederates 
advanced to Velletri. While the two armies re- 
mained in fight of each other , Prince Lobkowitz 
detached a ftrong body of forces , under Count 
Soro and General Gorani , who made an irruption 
into the province of Abruzzo , and took the city 
ofAquilla, where they diftributed a manifeflo, in 
which the Queen of Hungary exhorted the Nea- 
politans to (bake off the Spanifh yoke , and fubmit 
again to the Houfe of Auflria. This ftep, hpw* 
ever , produced little or no eflfed ; and the Au- 
(Irian detachment retired at the approach of the 
Duke of Vieuville, with a fuperior number of 
forces. In Auguft, Count Brown, at the head 
of an Auftrian detachment, furprifed Velletri in 
the night; and the King of the Two Sicilies, 
with the Duke of Modena, were in the utmoft 
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danger of being taken. Tbcy efcaped by a poftern c H A F. 
Vfith great difficulty, and repaired to the quarters vill. 
of Count Gages, who performed the part of a ^744.^ 
great general on this occafion. He rallied tho 
fugitives, difpelled the panic and confufion which 
had begun to prevail in his camp, and made a 
difpofition for cutting offthe retreat of the Auftrians^ 
Count Brown, finding bimfelf in danger of being 
furrounded, thought proper to fecure his retreat,, 
which he effeded with great ait and gallantry, 
carrying off a prodigious booty^ Three thoufand 
Spaniards are (hid to have fallen in this adlion i 
and eiglit hundred men were taken, with forae 
flandards and colors. Count Mariani , a Neapolitan 
general ,* was among the prifoners. The Auftrians 
loft about fix hundred men; and General Novati 
fell into the hands of the enemy: but the exploit 
produced no confequenco of importance. The 
heats of autumn proved fo fatal to the Auftmns, 
who were not accoftomed to the climate , that 
Prince Lobkowitz faw his army mouldering away ^ 
without any poffibility of its being recruited: 
befides, the country was fo drained that he could 
no longer procure fubfiftence. Impelled *by tbefe 
confiderations , he meditated a retreat. On the 
eleventh day of November, he decamped from 
Faiola, marched under the walls of Rome, paf- 
fed the Tybur at Ponte MoUe , formerly known 
by the name of Pons Milvius , which he had juft 
time to break down behind him, when the vanguard 
of the Spaniards and Neapolitans appeared. Pa|:t 
of his rear-guard, however, vyas taken, with Count 
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BOOK Soro who commanded it, at Nocera ; and his army 
lii. fuffercd greatly by defertion. Nevcrthelefs , he 
■r44. continued bis retreat with equal (kill and expedition, 
paffed the mountains of Gubio, and by the way 
of Viterbo reached the Bolognefe. The Pope was 
altogether paffivc. In the beginning of the cam? 
paigii he had careffcd Lobkowitz ; and now he re- 
ceived the King of the Two Sicilies with marks 
of the warmcft affedion. That prince having vi- 
fi ted the chief curiofities of Rome, returned to 
Naples , leaving part of his troops under the 
command of Count Gages. 

5 XVI. Fortune likewife favored , his brother 
Don Philip in Savoy and Piedmont. He was early 
in the feafon joined at Antibcs by the French army, 
under the condud of the Prince of Conti. ' In the 
latter end of March , the combined forces paffed 
the Var, reduced the caftle of Afpremont, and 
entered the city of Nice, without oppofition. In 
April, they attacked the King of Sardinia, who, 
with twenty thoufand men, was ftrongly intrenched 
among the mountains at Villa-Franca. Theadlion 
was obftinate and bloody ; but their numbers and 
perfeverarice prevailed. He was obliged to abandon 
his pofts , and embark on board of the Britiffi 
fquadron, which, transported him and his troops to 
Vado. The intention of Don Philip was to pene- 
trnte through the territories of Genoa into the 
JMilanefe; but Admiral Matthews , who hovered 
with a ftrong fquadron on that coaft, fent amef- 
fage to the republic, declaring, that fhould the 
combined army be fafFered to pafs through her 
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dominions, the King of Great-Britain would con- CHAF. 
fider fuch a ftep as a breach of their neutrality, viii. 
The fenatc, intimidated by this intimation, en- ^74*. 
treated the princes to defift from their defign ; 
and they refolved to chufe another route. They 
defiled towards Piedmont , and affaulted the ftrong 
poft of Chateau- Dauphinc, defended by the King 
of Sardinia in perfon. After a defperate attack, 
in which they loft four thoufand men , the place 
was taken : the garrifon of Demont furren^ered at 
difcretion, and the whole country of Piedmont 
was laid under contribution. His Sardinian Majefty 
was not in a condition to hazard a battle; and 
therefore, ported himfelf at Saluzzes, in order to 
cover his capital. The combined army advan- 
ced to the ftrong and important town of Coni , 
which was inverted in the beginning of September. 
Baron Lcutrum the governor made an obftinate 
defence, and the firuation of the place was foc5h 
as rendered the fiege difficult, tedious, and bloody. 
The King of Sardinia being re-enforced by ten thou- 
fand Auftrians, under General Pallavicini, advan- 
ced to its relief, and a battle enfued. The adlion 
was maintained with great vi^or on both fides, 
till night, when his Majefty finding it imprac- 
ticable to force the enemy's intrenchments, retired 
in good order to his camp at Muraffo. He after- 
wards found means to throw a re - enforcement 
and fupply ofprovifi-ops into Coni; and the heavy 
rains that fell at this period, not only retarded, 
but even difpirited the befiegers. Neverthelefs, the 
princes perfifted in their defign , notwithftanding a 
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BOOK dearth of provifions , and the approach of winter, 
lU till the latter end of November , when the Chevalier 
^U** dc Soto entered the place, with fix hundred frefli 
men. This incident was no fooner knowp , than 
the princes abandoned their enterprife ; ^nd leaving 
their fick and wounded to the mercy of the Pied- 
montefe , marched back to Demont. Having difman- 
tled the fortifications of this place , they retreated 
with great precipitation to Dauphine , and were 
dreadfully haraffed by the Vaudois and light 
troops in the fervice of his Sardinian Majefty, who 
now again (aw himfelf in poffeffion of Piedmont. The 
French troops were quartered in Dauphine: but Don 
Philip ftill maintained his footing in Savoy, the in- 
habitants of which he fleeced without mercy. 

$ XVII. After the adlion at Toulon , nothing of 
confequence was achieved by the Bririfli fquadron 
in the Mediterranean ; and indeed the naval power 
of Great-Britain was during thefummer, quite 
inadlive. In the month of June, Commodore Anfon 
returned from his vovage of three years and nine 
months, in which he had furrounded the terraqueous 
globe. We have formerly obferved , that he failed 
with a fmall fquadron to the South-Sea in order 
to annov the Spanifli fettlements of Chili and Peru. 
Two of his I^rge (hips having been feparated from 
him in a ftorm before he weathered Cape-Horn, 
had put in at Rio de Janeiro, on the coaft of 
Brafil , from whence they returned to Europe. 
A frigate commanded by Captain Cheap, was 
fhipwrecked on a defolate ifland in the South- 
Sea, Mr, Anfon having undergone a dreadful 
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tempeft , which diTperfed his fleet, arrived at the CHAP. 
ifland of Juan Fernandez; where he was joined vin. 
by the Gloucefter, a (hip of the line, a floop, and »744. 
a pink loaded with provifions. Thefe were the 
remains of his fquadron. He made prize of feveral 
vellels ; took and burned the little town of Payta; 
fet fail from the coaft of Mexico, for the Philfip- 
pine ifles; and in this paflage the Gloucefter was 
abandoned and funk : the other veffels had been 
deftroyed for want of men to navigate them , fo 
that nothing now remained but the commodore's 
own (hip, the Centurion, and that but very in- 
differently manned ; for the crews had been hor- 
ribly thinned by ficknefs. Incredible were the hard- 
fhips aad mifery they fuftained from the (battered 
condition of the (hips, and the fcorbutic diforder, 
when they reached the plentiful ifland of Tinian^ 
where they were fupplied with the nece(rary re- 
fre(hments. Thence tbcy profecuted their voyage 
to the river of Canton in China, where the com- 
modore ordered the fliip to be (heathed, and found 
means to procure a re-enforcement of failors. The 
chief objedl of his attention was the rich annual 
fhip that fails between Acapulco in Mexico , and 
Manilla, one of the Phillippine iflands. In hopes 
of intercepting her , he ff t fail from Canton , and 
fleered his courfe back to the ftraits of Manilla, 
where (he adlually fell into his hands , after a (hort 
but vigorous engagement* The prize was caU^d 
Nueftra Segnora de Cabodonga, mounted with 
forty guns, manned with fix hundred failors, 
and loaded with treafure and effeds to the value 
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BOOK of three hundred and thirteen thoufand pounds fter* 
II. ling: with this windfal , he returned to Canton; 
*7^* from whence he proceeded to the Cape of Good- 
Hope, and profecuted his voyage to England, where 
he arrived in fafety. Though this fortunate com- 
mander enriched himfelf by an occurrence that may 
be termed almoft accidental, the Britifli nation 
was not indemnified for the expenfe of the expe- 
dition ; and the original defign was entirely de- 
feated. Had the Manilla-ihip efcaped the vigilance 
of the EngliQi commodore, he might have been, 
at his return to England, laid afide as a fuper- 
annuated captain, and died in obfcurity; but his 
great wealth invefted him with confiderable in- 
fluence, and added luftre to his talents. He foon 
became the oracle which was confulted in all naval 
deliberations ; and the Xing raifed him to the dig. 
nity of a peerage. In July , Sir John Balchcn, an 
Admiral of approved valor and great experience , 
' failed from Spithead with a ftrorig fq.uadron, in 
queft of an opportunity to attack the French fleet 
at Breft , under the command of M. de Ro- 
chambault. In the bay of Bifcay he was overtaken 
"^ by a violent dorm, that difperfed the (hips, and 
drove them up the EogliQi channel. Admiral Stew- 
art, with the greater part of them , arrived at 
Plymouth; but Sir John Balchen's own fhip , the 
' Vidory, which was counted the moft beautiful firft 
rate in the world, foundered at fea; and this brave 
commander perifhed, with all his officers, volunteers, 
and crew, amounting to eleven hundred choice fca- 
men. On the fourth day of Odober, after the fiegc of 
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Kriburgh , the Marefchal Duke de Bellcifle , and his C H A f • 
brother, happened, in their vray to Berlin, to Vlil. 
halt at a village in the foreft of Hartz , dependent *7^** 
on the eledorate of Hanover, There they were 
apprehended by the bailiff of the place, and con- 
duded as prifoncrs to Ofterode; from whence 
they were removed to Stade on the Elbe , where 
they embarked for England. They refided at 
Windfor till the following year , when they were 
allowed the benefit of the cartel which had been 
edablifhed between Great-Britain and France at 
Franckfort, and feleafed accordingly, after they 
had been treated by the Britifh nobility with that 
refped and hofpitality which was due to their rank 
and merit *• 

§ XVIII. The diffenfions in the Britifh cabL 
net were now ripened into another revolution in 
the miniftry. Lord Carteret, who was by this 
time Earl Granville in confequenceofhis mother's 
death, had engroflfed the royal favor fo much, 
that the Duke of N — -and his brother are.faid to 
have taken umbrage at his influence and great- . 
nefs. He ^ had incurred the refentment of thofc 
who weref ditlinguifhed by the appellation of 
Patriots , and entirely forfeited his popularity. ' 

The two brothers were very powerful by their 
* parliamentary interefl: they knew their own 

Mt* Pope, the celebrated poet, died in themonth'of 
June. In Odober , the old Duchefs of Marlborough refigncd 
her breath , in the eighty- fifth year of her age ; immenfely 
rich, and very little regretted, either by her own &mily^ . 
or /the world in general. - 
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BOOK ftrength , and engaged in a political alliance with 
If. the leading men in the oppoGtion, .againft the 
1744. prime miniftcr and his raeafures. This coalitioa 
was dignified with the epithet of " The Broad 
" Bottom , " as if it had been eftabliflied on a 
true conftitutional foundation , comprehending in- 
dividuals of every clafs , without diftindion of 
party. The appellation, however, which they 
aflumed was afterwards converted into a term of 
derifion. The Earl of Granville perceiving the 
gathering ftorm, and forefeeing the impoffibility 
of withftanding fuch an oppoGtion in parliament, 
wifely avoided the impending danger and difgrace, 
by a voluntary refignation of his employments. 
The Earl of Harrineton fucceeded him as fecretary^ 
of ftate. The Duke of Bedford was appointed 
firft lord of the Admiralty, and the Earl oJF Chef- 
terfield declared lord-lieutenant of Ireland. The 
Lords Gower and Cobham were re-eftablifhed ia 
the offices they had refigned : Mr. Ly ttelton was 
admitted as a commiflioner of the treafury; even . 
• Sir John Hynde Cotton accepted of a place at 
court; and Sir John Phillips fat at. the board of 
trade and plantations, though he foon renounced 
this employment. This was rather a change of 
men than of meafurcs , arid turned out to the eafe 
and advantage of the fovereign ; for his views 
were no longer thwarted by an obftinate oppoG- 
tion in parliament. The feflion was opened on 
the twenty-eighth day of November , in the ufual 
mannen The Commons unanimoudy granted 
about fix millions and a half for the fervice of 
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the enruing year, to be raifed by the land ^ the CH:4F,» 
malty and the (alt-taxes, the (inking fund, and an Tiii» 
additional duty on wines. In January, the Earl 
of Cbfcfterfield fet out for the Hague, with the 
charaderofambafTador extraordinary, to perfuade^ 
if poflible, the States-General to engage heartily 
in the war. About the fame time , a treaty of 
quadruple alliance was figned at Warfaw, by the 
Queen of Hungary, the King of Poland, and the 
maritime powers. This was a mutual guarantee 
of the dominions belonging to the contrading 
parties: but his PoliQi majefty was paid for his 
concurrence, with an annual fubfidy of one hun* 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds, two thirds of 
which were defrayed by England, and the re- 
mainder was dilburfed by. the United Provinces \ 

§ XIX. The bufinefs of the Britilh parliariient An. 1745. 
being difcuffed, the feflion was clofed in the be- 
gintiing of May; and immediately after the pro- 
rogation the^ King fet out for Hanover. The 
death of the Emperor Charles VII. which hap- 
pened in the month of January, had entirely 
changed the face of affairs in the empire , and all 
the princes of Germany were in commotion. The 

' Robert Earl of Oxford, late prime minifter, died in 
March, after having for a very ort time enjoyed a penfion 
of four thou&nd pounds granted by the C!OV»n, in con- 
fideration of his paft fervices. Though he had for fucH 
a length of time diredled the application of the public 
treafure , his circumftances were not affluent : he was liberal 
in his difpofition, and had fuch a number of rapacious 
dependents to gratify , that little was left for hU own private 
occafiont. 
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BOOK Grand Duke of Tufcany , confort to her Hungarian 
II. IVIajefty, was iramediately declared a candidate 
«r45. for the Imperial crown ; while his pretehfions were 
warmly oppofed by the French King and bisr allies. 
The court of Vienna, taking advantage of the 
late Emperor's death, fent an army to invade 
Bavaria in the month of March , under the con- 
dudl of General Bathiani , who routed the French 
and Palatine troops at PfaffenhofFen; took poffef- 
*fion of Rain; furroundcd and difarmed fix thou- 
fand Heflians in the neighbourhood of Ingoldftadt; 
and drove the Bavarian forces out of the eledorate. 
The young eledor was obliged to abandon his 
capital , and retire to Augfburgh , where he found 
bimfelf in danger of lofing all his dominions. In 
this, emergency, he yielded to the carneft folicita. 
tions of the Emprefs his mother, enforced by the 
advice of his uncle, the Eledor.of Cologn, and 
of his general , Count Seckendorf , who exhorted 
him to be reconciled to the court <rf Vienpa. A 
negociation was immediately begun at Fueffen, 
where in April the treaty was concluded. The 
Queen contented to recognife the imperial digni- 
ty , as having been vefted in the perfon of his father; 
to acknowledge his mother as Emprefs Dowager; 
to reftore his dominions, with air the fortrefles, 
artillery, ftores , and ammunition, which fhe had 
taken : on the other hand , he renounced all claim 
to the fucceffion of her father, and became gua- 
rantee of the pragmatic fandtion : he acknowledged 
the validity of the eledoral vote of Bohemia in 
the perfon of the Qgeen ; and engaged to give 
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his voice for the Grand Duke, at the enfuing CHAF. 
cledion of a king of the Romans Until that (hould^ Vill. 
be determined , both parties agreed that Ingold- i745» 
ftadt fhould be garrifoned by neutral troops, and 
that Braunau, and Scardingen , ^ith all the country 
lying between the Inn and the Saltza, fhould re- 
main in the Qiiecn's poffeflion, though without 
prejudice to the civil government,^ or the Elcdor*s 
Revenue. In the mean tiiiie he difmifTed the auxi- 
liaries that were in his pay , and they were per* 
mitted to retire without raoleftation. ^ 

$ XX. The court of Vienna had now fecurcd 
the votes of all the eledors , except thofe of Bran* 
denburgh apd the Palatinate. Neverthclefs , France 
affembled a powerful army in the neighbourhood 
of Franckfort , in order to influence the eledion. 
But the Auftrian army, commanded by the Grand 
Duke in perfon, marched thither from the Danube; 
and the Prince of Conti was obliged to repafs the 
Rhine at Nordlingen. Then the Grand Duke re-, 
paired to Franckfort, where, on the fecond day 
of September, he was by a majority of voices 
declared king of the Romans, and emperor of 
Germany. Mean while the King of Pruflia had 
made great progrefs in the conquefl: of Silefia. 
The campaign began in January , when the Hun* 
garian infurgents were obliged to retire into 
Moravia. In the following month the Pruffian * 
General Lehwald defeated a body of twelve thoufand 
Auftrians , commanded by General fJelfrich : the 
town of Ratibor was taken by affault ; and the 
King entered Silefia in May, at the head offeventy 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



256 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK thoufand men* Prince Charles of Lorraine, being 
II, joined by the Duk^ofSaxe-Weifenfel? and twenty- 
^7*^' tboufand Saxons, penetrated into Silefia by the 
defiles of Landfliut; and were attacked by bis 
Pruflian Majefty in the plains of Striegan , near 
Friedberg. The battle was maintained from 
morning till noon, when the Saxons giving way, 
Prince Charles was obliged to retire with the lofs 
of twelve tboufand men, and a great number of 
colprs, ftandards, and artillery, This.vidory, 
obtained on the fourth day of June, complete as 
it was, did not prove decifive; for, though the 
vi(ftor transferred the feat of the war into Bohe- 
mia, and maintained his army by raifmg contribu- 
tions in that country, the Auflrians refolved to 
hazard another engagement Their aim was to 
furprife him in his camp at Sohr , which they 
attacked on the thirtieth of September, at day- 
break : but they met with fuch a warm reception, 
that notwithftanding their repeated efforts during 
the fpace of four hours , they were repulfed with 
confiderable damage, and retreated to Jarqmire, 
leaving five thoufand killed upon the fpot, be- 
fides two thoufand that were taken, with many 
flandards, and twenty pieces of cannon. The 
lofs of this battle was in a great me^fure owing 
to the avarice of the irregulars, who having pene- 
trated into the Pruffian camp , began to pillage 
W»tb great eagernefs , giving the King an oppor- 
tunity to rally his difordered troops, and rellore the 
battle: ncverthelefs , they retired with the plunder 
of his baggage, including his military chefl:, the 

officers 
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officers of his chancery . his Own fecrctary > and c H A r« 
all the papers of his cabinet. Vili. 

§ XXI. After this a<ftion his Pruflian Majefty >Hf« 
returned to Berlin ^ and breathed nothing but peace 
and moderation. In Auguft he had figried a con* 
vention with the King of Great-Britain^ who be- 
came guarantee of his poffeflions in Silefia, as 
yielded by the treaty of Brefl^w ; and he promifed 
to vote for the GraTid Duke of Tufcany at the 
eledtion of an emperor. This was intended as the 
bafis of a more general accommodation. But he 
now pretended to have received undoubted intel* 
ligence^, that the King of Poland and the Qu«en 
of Hungary had agreed to invade Brandenburgb 
with three different armies; and that for this pur- 
pofe his Polifh Majefty had demanded of the » 

Czarina the fuccours (lipulated by treaty between 
the two crowns. Alarmed, orXeemingiy alarmed, 
at this information, he folicitcd the maritime 
powers to fulfil their engagements , and interpofe 
their good offices with the court of Peterfburgh* 
Yet, far from, waiting for the refult of thefe rc« 
monftrances, he made a fudden irruption into 
Liifatia, took poffeffion of Gorlitz, and obliged 
Prince Charles of Lorraine to retire before him in* 
to Bohemia. Then he entered Leipfick , and laid 
Saxony under contribution^ The King of Poland , 
unable to rcfift the torrentV quitted his capital » 
and took refuge in Prague. His troops , re^enforccd 
by a body of Auftrians , were defeated at Pima on 
the fifteenth |day of December; and his Pruffian 
Majefty be^came maftcr of Drefdch without fujrtbee 

Vol. IV. S 
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BOOK opporuion. The King of Poland »* thus deprived 
II. of his hereditary dominions, was fain to acquiefcc 
i74f« in fuch terms as the conqueror thought proper to 
impofe; and the treaty of Drefden was concluded, 
under the mediation of his Britannic Majefty- By 
this convention the King of Pruffia retained all 
the contributions he had levied in Saxony ; and 
was entitled to a million of German crowns, to 
be p^d by his Polilh Majefty at the next fair of 
Leipfick. He and the Eledor P;:tlatine confented 
to acknowledge the Grand Duke as Emperor of 
Germany ; and this laft confirmed to his PruflTian 
Majefty certain privileges de non evocando, w)iich 
had been granted by the late Emperor ^ with re- 
gard to fome territories poffeffed by the King of 
Fruflia, though not belonging to the eledoratc 
of Brandenburgh. Immediately after the ratifica- 
tion of this treaty , the PruflGan troops evacuated 
Saxony; and the peace of Germany was reftorcd. 
XXII. Though the French King could not pre- 
vient the elevation pf the Grand Duke to the Im. 
perial throne, he refolved to bumble the houfe 
of Auftria, by making a conqueft of the Nether, 
lands. A prodigious army was there aflembled , 
under the aufpices of Marefchal Count de Saxe; 
and his lYIoft Chriftian Majefty, with the Dauphin, 
arriving in the camp, they invefted the ftrong 
town of Tournay on the thirtieth day of April. 
The Dutch garrifon confifted pf eight thoufand 
men, commanded by the old Baron Dorth , who 
made a vigorous defence. The Duke of Cum- 
berland afFumed the chief command of t|ie allied 
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army afTembled at Soignies : he was aflifted with G H A ft 
the advice of the Count Xonigfeg, an Auftrian Vlii* 
general , and the Prince of Waldeck , commander ^^* 
of the Dutch forces. Their army was greatly in* 
ferior in number to that of the enemy ; never- 
thelefs, they refolved to march [to the relief of 
Tournay. They accordingly advanced to Leufe; 
and on the twenty-eighth day of April took poft 
at Maulbre , in fight of the French army ^ which 
was encamped on an eminence , from the village 
of Adtoine to a large wood beyond Vezon , having 
Fontenoy in their front. Next day was cmpl^iy* 
ed by the allies in driving the enemy from fome 
out pofts, arid clearing the defiles through which ^ 
they were obliged to advance to the attack ; while 
the French completed their batteries, and made 
the moft formidable preparations for their recep* 
tioa. On the thirtieth day of April the Duke of 
Cumberland having made the proper difpofitions^ 
be^an his march to the enemy at two o'clock in 
the morning : a briOc cannbnade enfued; and about 
nine both armies were engaged. The Britifli in- 
fantry drove the French beyond jfctir lines: but 
the left wing failing in the attack on the village of 
Fontenoy^ apd the cavalry forbearing to advance 
on the flanks, they meafured back their ground 
with fome diforder, froiti the prodigious fire ol 
the French batteries. They rallied, however, 
and returning to the charge with redoubled ardof 
repulfed the enemy to their camp with gfeat flaugh- 
ter: but, being wholly unfupportcd by the other 
wing 9 sind expofed both in front and fiank to ft 
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M O O X dreadful fire , which did great executio/i , the 
II. Duke was obliged to make the neceffary dit 
'ws^ pofitions for a retreat about three o'clock in the 
Afternoon; and this was efFeded in tolerable order.' 
The battle was fought with great obftinacy, and 
the carnage on both fides was very confiderable. 
The allies loft about twelve tboufand men , in- 
cluding a good number of officers ; among thefe 
were Lieutenant-General Campbell, and Major- 
General Ponfonby. The vidory coft the French 
almoft an equal number of lives; and no honor 
was loft by the vanquifhed. Had the allies given 
battle on the preceding day , before the enemy had 
taken their meafures, and received all their re-en- 
forcements , they might have fucceeded in their 
•endeavours to relieve Tournay. Although the at- 
tack was generally judged raQi and precipitate, 
the Britifh and Hanoverian troops fought with 
fuch intrepidity and perfeverance , that if they had 
been properly fuftained by the Dutch forces , apd 
their flanks covered bythe cavalry, the French, in 
all hkelihood , would have been obliged to aban- 
don their enterprife^ The Duke of Cumberland 
left his fick and wounded to the humanity of the 
vidors; and retiring to Aeth, encamped in an 
advantageous fituation- at Leffines. The garrifon 
of Tournay , though now deprived of all hope 
of fuccour, maintained the pbce to the twenty- 
firft day of June, when the governor obtained atf 
honorable capitulation. After the conqueft of 
this frontier, which was difmantledf the Duke 
of Cumberland , apprehending the enemy had a 
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defign upon Ghent, fent a detachment of four CHAR 
thoufand men to re-enforce the garrifon of that vm. 
city : but they fell into an ambufcade at Pas-du-mele ; *^*^ 
and were killed or taken, except a few dragoons 
that efcaped toOftend: on that very night, which 
was the twelfth of June, Ghent was furprifcd by 
a detachment of the French army. Then they / 

inverted Oftend, Mfhich , though defended by aa 
Englift garrifon, and open to the fea, was after 
a (hort fiege , furrendered by capitulation on the 
fourteenth day of Auguft. Dendermonde, Gude-^ 
nardc, Newport , and Aeth underwent the fame fafce; 
while the allied army lay intrenched beyond the 
canal of Antwerp. The French King , having fub- 
dued the greateftpart of the Auftrian Netherlands^ 
returned to Paris, which he entered in triumph* 
§ XXIII. The campaign in Italy was unpropi* 
tious to the Queen of Hungary and the King of 
Sardinia. Count Gages pafled the Apennines , and 
entered the ftate of Lucca t from thence he pro* 
ceeded by the eaftern cbaft of Genoa to Leftride-Lc- 
vantc. The jundion of the two armies was thu« 
accomplifhed, and 're-enforced with ten thoufaqd 
Genoefe: mean while Prince Lobkowitz decamped 
from Modena and took poft at Parma: but he 
was foon fucceeded by Count Scbuylemberg, and 
fent to command the Auftrians in Bohemja. The 
Spaniards entered the Milanefe without further op- 
pofition. Count Gages, with thirty thoufand 
men , took poffeffion of Serravalle ; and advancing 
towards Placentia, obliged the Auflrians to retire 
under the cannon of Toxtona : buit when Don 

S3 
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90 01C Philip, at the head of forty Ithoufand troops, 
11^ made himfelf mafter of Acqui, the King of Sar- 
*745» dinia and the Auflrian general, unable to ftem 
the torrent, retreated behind the Tanaro. The 
ftrong citadel of Tortona was taken by the Spa- 
niards , who likewise reduced Parma and Placen- 
tia; and forcing the paf!age of the Tanaro, com* 
pelled bis Sardinian Majefty to take (belter on 
the other fid of the Po, Then Pavia was won 
hy fcal^de; and the city of Milan fubmitted to 
the Infant, though the Auftrian garrifon fliil 
tnaintained the citadel: all Piedmont, on both fides 
of the Po , as far as Turin , was reduced , and 
even that capital threatened with a fiege: fo that 
hf the month of Odlober the territories belonging 
to the houfe of Auftria, in Italy, were wholly 
fubdued ; and the King of Sardinia ftripped of all 
his dominions : yet he continued firm and true to 
liis engagements, and deaf to all propo(als of a 
feparate accommodation, 

$ XXIV, The naval tranfadions of Great-Britain 
vere in thecourfe of this year remarkably fpirited. 
4n the Mediterranean ;, Adrtiiral Rowley had fuc- 
ceedcd Matthews ill the cooHQ^nd : Savona, Genoa, 
Final, St. P^emo, with Bafiia, the capital of Corfica, 
vrcrc bombarded : feveral Spani(h Ibips were taken : 
but hcvcould not prevent the fafe arrival of their rich 
Havannah fquadron at Corunna, Commodore 
Barnet, in the EaflJndies, made price of feveral, 
French (hips richly laden; and Commodore Townf- 
faend , in the latitude of Martinico , took about 
tbk^ loerchant-fliips belonging to the enemy ^ 
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under convoy of four (hips of war, two of which CH A Fi 
were dellroyed, ThcEnglifti privateers likewife met vii . 
with uncomtnon fuccefs. But the moft important ''♦^* 
achievement was the conqueft of Louifbourg on the 
ifle of Cape-Breton, in North»America ; a place of 
great confequence , which the French had for- 
tified at a prodigious expenfe. The fcheme of redu- 
cing thisfortrefs was planned in Bofton, recommend- 
ed by their general affembly, and approved by his 
Majefty, who fent inftrudions to commodore War- 
ren, Rationed oflf the Leeward Iflands » to (ail for 
the northern parts of America, and co-operate with 
the forces of New- England in this expedition. A 
body of fix thoufandmeui was formed under the con* • 
dud of Mr. Pepperel , a trader of Fifcataquay, whofe 
influence was extenfive in that country; though 
he was a man of little of no education, and utterly 
unacquainted with military operations. In April 
Mr. Warren arrived at Canfo with ten (hips of war ; 
and the troops of New-England being embarked in 
tranfports, failed immediatelyfor the ifle of Cape- 
Breton, where they landed withoutoppofition. The 
enemy abandoned their grand battery, which was, 
detached from the town : and the immediate feizure 
of it contributed in a good meafure to the fuccefs of 
the enterprife. Whi Ic the American troops,, re-enfor- 
ced by eight hundred marines, carried on their ap- 
proaches by land, the fquadroo blocked up the place 
by fea in fuch a manner, that no fuccours could be in- 
troduced. A French fbip of the line, with fome 
fmaller veflels deftined for the relief of the garrifon, 
were intercepted and taken by the BritiOi cruifers ; 

S4 
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BOOK and, indeed, the redudion of Louilbourg was chi^y 
If. owing to the vigilance and activity of Mr. 
174% Warren, one of the braveft rnd be ft officers in 
the fervice of England, The operations of the 
fiege were wholly condudcd by the engineers' and 
officers who commanded the Britifb marines; and 
the Americans being ignorant of war , were con- 
tented to adl under their diredions. The town toeing: 
confiderably damaged by the bombs and bullets of 
the befiegers, an^ the garrifon defpairing of relief^ 
the governor capitulated on the feventeenth day 
of June, when the city of Louiflbourg, and the 
ifle of Cape-Breton , were furrendered to his Bri- 
tannic ' IVIajefty. The garrifon and inhabitants 
engaped^ that they would not bear arms for twelve 
months againft Great-Britain or her allies; and 
being embarked in fourteen cartel-fliips , were 
tranfported to Rochefort. In a few days after the 
furreader of Louiflbourg, two French Eaft- India 
fbips , and another from Peru , bden with trea- 
furc, failed into the harbour, on the fuppofition 
that it ftill belonged to France, and were taken 
by the Englilh fquadron. 

$ XXV. The news of this conqucft being tranf- 
mi t ted to England , Mr. Pepperel was preferred 
to the dignity of a baronet of Great-Britain , and 
congratulatory addrefTes were prefented to the 
King on the fuccefs of his Alajefty's arms. The 
poffcflion of Cape-Breton was, doubtlefs, a valu- 
able acquifition to Great-Britain. It not only dif- 
treffed the French in their fifhery and navigation , 
but removed all fears of encroachment and'tivalfliip 
from theEngliib fiOiers on the banks of Newfoundland ^ 
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It freed New-England from the terrors of a danger- CHAF* 
ous neighbour; over-awed the Indiansof that coun- Viii. 
try; and fecured the poffeffion of Acadia to the crown *'♦'• 
of Great-Britain. The plan of this conqueft was 
originally laid by Mr. Auchmuty , judge-advocate 
of the court of Admiralty in New-England. He 
demonftrated that the reduAion of Cape- Breton 
would put the Englifh in fole poffeffion of the 
fiftiery of "North- America, which would annually 
return to Great-Britain two millions fterling for 

,the manufadures yearly fliipped to the plantations; 
employ many thoufand families that were other- 
wife unferviceable to the public; increafe the fhip, 
ping and mariners; extend navigation; cut off all 
communication between France and Canada by 
the river St. Laurence ; fo that Quebec would 
fall of courfe into the hands of the Englifh, who. 
might expel the French entirely from America , 
open a correfpondence with the remote Indians, 
and render themfelves, matters of the profitable 
fur-trade, which was now engroffed by the ene- 
my. The natives of New-England acquired great 
glory from the fuccefs of this entcrprife. Britain , 
which had in fome inftances behaved like a ftep- 
mother to her own colonies, was now convinced 
of their importance ; and treated thofe as brethren 
whom flie bad too long confidered as aliens and 
rivals. Circumftanced as the nation is , the legif- 

. lature cannot too tenderly cherifli the interefts 
of the BritiO) plantations in America. They arc 
inhabited by a brave, hardy, indtiffrious people, 
animated with an adive fptrit of coo^merqe; 
infpired with a iioble zeal for liberty and inde* 
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BOOK pcndcncc. The trade of Gi;eat-Britain , clogged 
11. with heavy taxes and impofitions, has for foine 
'745» time languifted in many valuable branches. The 
trench have underfold our cloths, and fpoiled 
our markets in the Levant. Spain is no longer 
fuppliedas ufual with the commodities of England: 
the exports to Germany muft be confiderably 
diminifhed by the mifunderdanding between 
Great- Britain and the houfe of Auftria; confequcnt- 
ly her greateft refource muft be in her commu- 
nication with her own colonies , which confume 
htr manufactures, and make immenfe returns in 
fogar, rum, tobacco, fifli , timber, naval ftores, 
iron , furs , drugs, rice , and indigo. The fouthern 
plantations likewife produce filk ; and with due 
encouragement might furnifli every thing that 
could be expeded from the mo(1: fertile foil and 
the ilappieft climate. The continent of North- 
America , if properly cultivated , will prove an in- 
exhauftible fund of wealth and ftrength to Great- 
Britain ; and perhaps h may become ^be laft afy- 
lum of BritiQi liberty, when the nation is enflaved 
by domeftic defpotifm or foreign dominion , 
when her fubftance is wafted, her fpirit broke, 
dnd the laws and conftitution of England are no 
more : then thofe colonies , fent off by our fa- 
thers, may receive and entertain their fons as hap- 
Icfs exiles, and ruined refugees. 

$ XXVI. While the continent of Europe and 
the ifles of America were thus expofed to the 
ravages of war , and fubjeded to fuch viciffitudes 
of fortune « Great^B^itain underwent a dangerous 
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convulfion in her own bowels. The fon of the cha^. 
Chevalier de St. George, fired with ambition, viu. 
and animated with the hope of afcending the *74S. 
throne of his anceftors , refolved to make an effort 
for that purpofe, which, though it might not be 
crowned with fucccfs, fliould at leaft aftonifh all 
Chriftendom. The Jacobites in England and Scot* 
land had promifed , that tf he would land in Bri- 
tain at the head of a regular army , they would 
fupply him with provifions, carriages, and horfc^, 
and a great number of them declared they would 
take up arms, and join his (landard: but they 
difapproved of his coming over without forces, 
as a dangerous enterprife , that would in all pro- 
bability end in the ruin of himfelf and all his 
adherents. This advice, including an exadl detail 
of his father's interefl, with thedifpofitions of his 
particular friends in every town and county , was 
tranfmitted to Londbrt in January , in order to be 
forwarded to prince Charles*: but the perfon with 
whom it was intrufted could find no fafe method 
of conveyance ; fo that he fent it back to Scot- 
land 9 from whence it was difpatched to Francei 
but before it reached Paris, Charles had left that 
kingdom. Had the paper come to his hands in 
due time ; perhaps he would not h^t embarked 
in the undertaking, though he was flimulatcd to 
the attempt by many concurring motives. Cen^ 
tain it is, he was cajoled by the flanguine mifre* 
prefentations of a few adventurers, who hoped to 
profit by the expedition. They affured him that 
the whole nation was dUaffeded to the iF^igniag 
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BOOK family : that the people could no longer bear the 
*'• immeiife load of taxes, which was daily increafing; 
'^*^ and that the mofl confiderable perfons of the king- 
dom would gladly feize the firft opportunity of 
crowding to his ftardard. On the other hand , he 
knew the Britifli government had taken forae ef- 
fedlual fteps to alienate the friends of his houfe from 
the principles they had hitherto profefTed. Some of 
them had accepted pods and penfions: others were 
preferred in the army ; and the parliament were ^ 
fo attached to the reigning family, that he had 
nothing to hope from their deliberations. He ex- 
pcdedno material fuccourfrom the courtof France; 
he forefaw^ that delay would diminifh the number 
of his adherents in Great- Britain; and, therefore ^ 
refolvcd to feize the prefent occafion , which in 
many refpcds was propitioos to his defign. With- 
out doubt , bad he been properly fupported , he 
could not have found a more favorable opportunity 
of exciting an inteftine commotion in Great-Bri- 
tain: for Scotland was quite unfurniflied with troops; 
King George was in Germany; the Duke of Cum- 
berland, at the head of the Britifli army, was cm- 
plnved in Flanders , and great part of the High- 
landers were keen for infurreftion. Their natural 
principles were on this occafion ftimulated by the 
fuggeftions of revenge. At the beginning of the 
war, a regiment of thofe people had been formedi 
apd tranfported with the reft of the Britifli troops 
to Flanders. Before they vvcre embarked, a num- 
ber of them deferted with thetr arms, on pretence 
that they had been decoyed into the fervice , by 
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promifes and affurances that they fhould never be c H A B^ 
fent abroad; and this was really the cafe. 1 liey Viil. 
were overtaken by a body of horfe, pcrfuaded ta '^^** ' 
fubmit , brought back to London pinioned like 
malefadlors , and tried for defertion. Three were 
{hot to death in terrorem ; • and the reft were feqt 
in exile to the plantations. Thofe who fuffered 
were perfons of fome confequence in their own 
country; and their fate was deeply refented by the x 

clans to which they belonged. It was confidered 
as a national outrage ; and the Highlanders who 
arc naturally vindidive, waited impatiently for an 
opportunity of vengeance. 

S XXVII. The young Pretender being furnifhcd 
with a fum of money , and a fupply of arms, on 
bis private credit, without the knowledge of the 
.French court, wrote letters to his friends in Scot- 
land, explaining bis defign and fituation , inti- 
mating the place where he intended to land, com- 
municating a private fignal , and affuring them he 
fhould be with them by the middle of June. 
Thefe precautions being taker/, he embarked on 
board of a fmall frigate at Port St. Nazaire, ac- 
companied by the Marquis of Tullibardine, Sir 
Thomas Sheridan, Sir John Macdonald with a few 
other Irilh and Scottifh adventurers; and fetting fail 
on the fourteenth of July, was joined off Belle- 
ifle by the EHfabeth a French (hip of war, mounted 
with fixty.fix guns, as his convoy *. Their 

* The EKfabeth, a kirg'^ fhip, was procured as a convoy, by the 
'intereft of Mr. Walfli, an Irifh merchant at Nantes; and on board 
of her fifty French young gentlemen embarked as volunteers; 
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SOOK defign was to (ail round Ireland, and land in the 
IL weftern part of Scotland : but falling in with the 
»T45* Lion , an Englifh (hip of the line^ a very obftinate 
and bloody adion enfged. The Elifabeth was fo 
difabled that (he could pot profecutc the voyage, 
and with difficulty reached the harbour of Brefl: 
but the Lion was fhattered to fuch a degree , that 
fhe floated like a wreck upon the water. The dif- 
aftcr of the £lifabeth yras a great misfortune to 
the Adventurer , as by her being difabled he loft 
a great quantity of arms, and about one hundred 
able officers, who were embarked on board of 
her for the benefit of his expedition. Had this 
(hip arrived in Scotland, fhe could eafily have re- 
duqed Fort- William , fituated in the midft of the 
clans attached to the Stuart family. Such a con* 
queft, by giving luftre to the Prince's arms, 
would have allured many to his ftandafd , w:ho 
were indifferent in point of principle; and encou- 
raged a great number of Highlanders to join him, 
who were reftrided by the apprehenfion, that 
their wives and families would be fubjed: to in- 
fults from the Englifh garrifon of this fortrefs. Prince 
Charles in the frigate continued his courfe to 
the weftern ifles of Scotland. After a voyage of 
eighteen days he landed on a little ifland between 
Barra and South-Inft, two of the Hebrides: then 
he re-embarked, and in a few days arrived at Bora^ 
dale in Arnfacy , on the confines of Lochnannach, 
where he was in a little time joined by a con- 
fiderablc number oi hardy mountaineers , under 
their refpe<2iv€ chiefs or leaders. On the ninetcentti 
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day of Auguft, the Marquis ^of TuUibardine CHAP* 
ereded the Pretender's ilandard at Glenfinnan. viiu 
Some of tbofe , however , on whom Charles prin- 1745* 
cipally depended, now flood aloof, cither fluq- 
tuating in their principles , aftonifhcd at the bold- 
nefs of the undertaking, or Aartled at the remoch 
ilrances of their friends, who did not fail to reprc- 
fent, in aggravated colors, all the danger of 
embarking in fucb a defperate enterprife. Had 
the government adled with proper vigor when 
they received intelligence of his arrival , the Ad- 
venturer rauft have beencrufhed in embryo, before 
any confiderable number of his adherents could 
havd^bcen brought together: but the lords of the 
regepcy feemed to flight the information , and 
even to fufpe<a the integrity of thofe by whom it 
was conveyed. They were foon convinced of 
their miftake. Prince Charles having aflembled 
about twelve hundred men , encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Fort- William ; and immediately 
hoftilities were commenced^ A handful^of Kej^ 
poch's clan, commanded by Major Donald Mac 
Donald, even before they joined the Pretender^ 
attacked two companies of new-iaifed fpldiers, 
who, with their officer, were difarmed after an 
obftinate difpute: another captain of the King's 
forces, falling into their hands, was courteoufly 
difmifled with one' of the Pretender's manifeftos , 
and a paffport for his perfonal fafety. The ad* 
miniftration was now eflfedlu^ljy alarmed. The 
lords of the regency iffued a proclamation, offering 
a[ reward of thirty thoufand ppupds to any perfbii 
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.BOOK who fliould apprehend the Prince Adventurer. 
Il-' The fame price was fet upon the head of the 
'^^^ ' Eledor of Hanover, in a proclamation publifhed 
by the Pretender. A courier was difpatched to 
Holland, to haften the return of his IVlajefty, 
who arrived in England about the latter end of 
Aueuft. A requifition was made of the fix tbou- 
fand Dutch auxiliaries ; and feveral Rritifh regiments 
were recalled from the Netherlands. A loyal ad- 
drefs was prefented to the King by the city of 
London; and the merchants of this metropolis 
refolved to raife two regiments at their own ex- 
penfe. Orders were iffued to keep the trained 
bands in readinefs; to array the militia of* WeR- 
'minfter; and inOrudions^ to the l^me effeft were 
fent to all the lords-lieutenants of the counties 
throughout the kingdom. The principal noble- 
men of the nation made a tender of their fervices 
to their fovereign ; and fome of them received 
commiflions to levy regiments towards the fup- 
preffion of the rebellion. Bodies of volunteers 
y were incorporated in London, and many other 

places ; affociations were formed, large contributions 
raifed In different towns, counties, and. communi- 
ties , and a great number of eminent merchants inLon- 
don agreed to fupport the public credit, by recei- 
ving, as ufual, Bank-notes in payment, for the 
purpofes of traffic. The proteftant dergy of all 
denominations exerted themfelves with extraordi- 
nary ardor, in preaching againft the religion of 
Rome and the Pretender ; and the friends of the 
government were encouraged, animated, and 

confirmed 
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cbnfirrticd in their principles ^ by leverai fpiritual c rt a P. 
• produdiohs publifhed for the bccafiori. Vili; 

"^ $ XXVIII. In i word, the bulk of the nation 't74s^ 
fecmed Unanimoufly bent upofi oppofing the inters 
prife of tha Pretendef, who, rieverthelefs ^ had 
already made Ibrprifing pt-ogrefs. His arrival in 
Scotland was no fooner confirmed, than Sir Johti 
Cope, who commanded the troops in that king- 
dom , aflembled what force he could britig together ^ 
and advanced agairift the rebels. Underftatiding^ 
howevei^i that they hadtaken poflefliondf a ftrong 
pafs, he changed his tdute, arid proceeded north- 
vrards Jis far as Invernefs , leaving the capital and thd 
foutherri parts of North -Britain wholly cxpofedto 
the intilrfibns of th^ erietny. The Highlanders 
forthwith marched to Perth , where the ChevaHeir d6 
St. George was proclaimed king of Great-Britain ^ ^ , 

8lii3 the public money feizcd for his ufe t the Came 
fteps were taken at t)undefe, and other places^ 
Prince Charles was joined by the nobleman who 
iffumed the title of Duke of Perth , the Vifcounfe 
Strathallari, Lord Nairn ^ Lord Geoge Murray ^ 
ind many perfons of diftindibn, with their fol- 
lowers. The Marquis of Tullibardine , whd had 
ilccomf)ariied him from France , took pblfeffion olf 
Athol, 2is heir of blood to the titles and eftate 
Which his younger brother enjoyed in cbnfequerice 
of his ^ttairider ; and met with fome fuccefs irt 
arming the tenants for the fupport of that caufd 
Which he avowed. The rebel arrby being cOnfi* 
derably atigmeritcc! ^ though very ill providedi 
Mrith arms; crbffcd the Forth in the neighbourhood! 
Vol. IV. T 
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BOOK of Stirling , and advanced towards Edinburgh , 
II. where they were joined by Lord Elcho, fon of 
174S. the Earl of Wemy^J , and other perfons of fonae 
diftindion. On the fixteenth day of September^ 
Charles fumnnoned the town to furrender. The 
inhabitants were divided by fadion, and diftraded 
by fear : the place was not in a pofture of defen c, 
and the magiftrates would not expofe the people 
to the uncertain iffue of an affault. Several de- 
putations were lent from the town to the Prctendett 
in order to negociate terms of capitulation. In the 
mean time, one of the gates being opened for the 
admiflTion of a coach, Cameron of Lochiel, one 
of the moft powerful of the highland chiefs , ruQbed 
into the place with a party of his men, and fecured 
it without oppofition. Next morning the whole 
rebel army entered , and their prince took poffeflioa 
of the royal palace of Holyrood-boufcin thefuburbs. 
Then he caufed his father to be proclaimed at the 
markct-crofs : there alfo the manifefto was read , in 
which the Chevalier de St. George declared his 
fon Charles regent of his dominions , promifed to 
dififolve the Union, and redrefs the grievances 
of Scotland. His being in pofleflion of the capital 
encouraged his followers, and added reputation.to 
his arms : but the treafure belonging to the two, 
banks of that kingdom had been previoiifly con» 
veyed into the caftlc, a ftrong fortrefs , with 
a good garrifon under the command of General 
Gueft , an old officer of experience and capacity. 
$ XXIX. During thefe tranfadions , Sir John. 
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Cope marched back from Invernefs to Aberdeen 7 c H A F. 
where he embarked with this troops, and on the Viii. 
feventcenth day of September landed at Dunbar, »Jr45« 
about twenty miles to the eaftward of Edinburgh. 
Here he was joined' by two regiments of dragoons^ 
which had retired with precipitation from the capital 
at the approach of the Highland army. With this 
re-enforcement, his troops amounted to near three 
thoufand men; and he began his march to Edin« 
burgh , in order to give battle to the enemy. On 
the twentieth day of the month he encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Prefton-pans , having the 
village of Tranent in his front, and the fea in his 
rear. Early next morning he was attacked by the 
young Pretender, at the head of about two thou* 
land four hundred Highlanders half-armed, who 
, charged them fword in hand with fuch impetuofity, 
that in lefs than ten minutes after the battle began, 
the King's troops were broken and totally routed. 
The dragoons fled in the utmoft confufion at the 
firft onfet : the general officers having made fome 
unfuccefsful efforts to rally them, thought proper 
to confult their own fafety by an expeditious retreat 
towards Coldftrcam on the Tweed. All the in- 
fantry were cither killed or taken; and the colors^ 
artillery, tents, baggage, and military cheft, fell 
into the hands of the viftor, who returned ia 
triumph to Edinburgh. Never was viddry more 
complete, or obtained at a fmaller expenfe; for 
not above fifty of the rebels loft their lives in the 
engagement. Five hundred of the King's troops 
were killed on the tield of battle; and among 

T^ 
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BOOK Itftefe Colonel Gardiner, a gallant officer, who 
11. difdained to favc his life at the expenfe of his 
174S* honor. When abandoned by his own regiment 
of dragoons, he alighted from his horfe , joined 
the infantry , and fought on foot, until he fell 
covered with wounds, in fight of his own 
thrcQiold, Prince Charles bore his good fortune- 
with moderation. He prohibited all rejoicings for the 
vidlory he had obtained: the wounded foldiers 
were treated with humanity ; and the officers 
were fcnc into Fife and Angus , where they were 
left at liberty on their parole , which the greater 
part of them ihamefully broke in the fequel. From 
this vidory the Pretender reaped manifold and 
important advantages. His followers were armed , 
Jiis party encouraged, and his enemies intimidated. 
He was fupplied with a train of lipid - artillery , 
and a confiderable fum of money , and faw himfelf 
poflcffed of all Scotland , except the fortreffes , the 
redudlion of which he could not pretend to 
undertake without proper implements and engi- 
neers. After the battle he was joined by a fmall 
. detachment from the Highlands , and fome chiefs, 
who had hitherto been on the refcrve, began to 
exert their influence in his favor. But he was 
not yet in a condition to take advantage of that 
confternation which his late fuccels had diffufed 
through the kingdom of England. 

^ XXX. Charles continued to refide in the palace 
of Holyrood - houfe ' : and took meafures for 

' While he refided at Eclinburgh, Tome of the £Hr<ibyteriaii 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GEORGE II. 1J77 

cutting off the communication between the caftle c H ap. 
and the city. General Gueft declared that he would yn j.^ 
demolifh the city, unlefs the blockade fhould be 174s. 
raifed , fo as that provifion might be carried into the 
caftle. After having waited the return of an exprefs 
which he had found means to difpatch to court , 
he began to put bis threats in execution , by firing 
upon the town. Some houfes were beaten down , 
and feveral perfons killed even at the market*crofs. 
The citizens , alarmed at this difafter , fent a 
deputation to the prince, entreating hira to raife 
the blockade ; and he complied with their requeft. 
He levied a regiment in Edinburgh and the 
neighbourhood. He irapofed taxes ; fcized the 
merchandife that was depofucd in the King's 
warehoufes at Leith, and other places; and com- 
pelled the city of Glafgow to accommodate hira 
with a large fum to he repaid when the peace qf 
the kingdom (hould be re-cftablilhed. The number 
of his followers daily increafed : and he received 
confidcrable.fupplies of money , artillery, and am- 
munition , by fingle fhips that arrived from France , 
where his intereft feemed to rife in proportion 
to the fuccefs of his arms. The greater and richer 

clergy continued to preach in the churches of that city , 
and publicly prayed for King George, without fufFering the 
leaft punifhment or moleftation. One minifter in parti- 
cular , cf the name of Mac Vicar , being folicited by'oojc 
Highlanders to pray for their prince, promired to comply 
with their requeft, and performed his promifc in words 
to, this effedt > *' AncJ as for the young prince, who is 
" come hither in queft of an earthly crown, grant, O 
^ Lord 5 that he may fpeedily receive a crown of glory. '' 

T3 
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BOOK p^t of Scotland was avcrfe to his family and 
II. pretenfi6nsx : but the people were unarmed and 
«745. undifciplined , confequently palEve under his do- 
minion. By this time, however, the Prince- Preten- 
der was joined by the Earl of Kilmarnock , the 
Lords Elcho , Balmerino , Ogiivy , Pitfligo ; and 
the elded fon of Lord Lovat had begun to afTemble 
his father's clan, in order to re-enforce the vic- 
tor whofe army lay encamped at Duddingfton, in 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. Kilmarnock 
and Balmerino were men of broken and defperate 
fortune : Elcho and Ogilvie were fons to the EarU 
of Wemys and Airly ; fo that their influence was 
far from being extenfive. Pitfligo was a nobleman 
of a very amiable charader , as well as of great 
perfonal interefl; and great dependence w<is placed 
upon the power and attachment of Lord Lovat, 
who had entered into private engagements with 
the Chevalier de St. George, though he ftill wore 
the maflc of loyalty to the government, and difavow- 
cd the conduct of his fon wl^n he declared 
for the Pretender. This old nobleman is the 
fame Simon Frafer whom we have had occafion 
to mention as a partifan and emiflary of the court 
of St. Germain's , in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and three. He bad renounced his connexions 
with that family ; and, in the rebellion immediately 
after the acceffion of King George], approved him- 
felf a warm friend to the proteftant fuccellion. Since 
that period he had been induced, by difguft and am- 
bition, to chaogehis principles again, and was in fecret 
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an cntlitifiaft in jacobitifm. He had greatly aug- c H A V* 
xnented his eftate , and obtained a confiderablc vui. 
intereft in the Highlands, where, however, he *7*^* 
wa$ rather dreaded than beloved. He was bold, 
cnterprifing , vain , arbitrary , rapacious , cruel , 
and deceitful: but his charader was chiefly mark- 
ed by a fpecies of low cunning and diffimu- 
lation , which, however, over^iot his purpofe, 
and contributed to his own ruin. While Charles 
/refided at Edinburgh, the Marquis de Guillcs 
arrived at Montrofe-, as envoy from the French 
King, with feveral officers, fome cannon, and 
a confiderable quantity of fmall arms for the 
life of that adventurer *. 

§ XXXI. While the young Pretender endeavour- 
ed to improve the advantage's he had gained , the 
miniftry of Great-Britain took every poffible me^- 
fure to retard bis progrefs. Several powerful chiefs 
in the Highlands were attached to the government, 
and exerted themfelves in its defence. The Duke 
of Argyle began to arm his vafTals ; but , not before 
he had obtained the fandlion of the legiflature^ 
Twelve hundred men were raifcd by the Earl of 
Sutherland : the Lord Rae brought a confiderablc 
number to the field: the Grants andlMonroes ap- 
peared under their refpedive leaders for the fervice 
of his IMajefty: Sir Alexander Macdonald declar- 
ed for King George, and the Laird Macleod fent' 
two thoufand hardy iflanders from Skie , to 

' Hefolicited , and is (aid to have obtained of theCheyaf- 
lier de St. George, the patent of a duke, and a com* 
nuffion fox being lord^lieutenant of all the Highlandi. 

T4 
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Si p O K ftrcnptbcn the feme intercft. Tbefc gentlemen , 
II. though fuppofcd to be otberwife affefted, yrerc 
47^^-. eovcrned ^nd diredlcd by the advice of Dupcan 
forbes, prcfident ofthe College of Joftice at Edin-. 
burgh; a man of exienfive knowledge > agreeable 
manners, and unblemifhed integrity. He procur- 
ed coromifEons for raifing twenty independent com^ 
panies , and fome of thcfe he bcftpwed upon indivi- 
duals who were either attached by principle , or 
engaged by pronoife , to the Pretender. He aded 
with indefatigable zeal for the intereft of the reigning 
family; and greatly injured an opulent fortune in 
their fervice. He confirnied feveral chiefs who begaa 
^o waver in their principles : fome he adlually 
converted by the energy of his arguments , a4i(| 
brought over to the afliftance of the government^ 
vrhich they had determined to oppose : others he 
perfuaded to remain quiet , without taking any 
^are in the prefent troubles. Certain it is , thi? 
gentleman, by his indgftry and addrefs, preve«te<J 
^he infurredioa of ten thoufand Highlanders > 
who >yould othei^wife have joined the Pretender j 
and , therefore , he may be laid to have beep 
pne great caufe of that Adventurer's mifcarriagc. 
The Earl pf Loudon repaired to Invernefs > 
where he completed bis regiment of Highlanders j^ 
dircded the condud of the claps wb<> l?ad taken 
arras in behalf pf his Majcfty; and by bis yigir 
Jance, overawed the difaffeded chieftains of that 
country, yrho had not yet ppeply engaged in the 
??b^i^lipn, Imme^is^tely softer ^be defeat pf C?o|»c , 
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fix thoufand Dutch troops ' arrived in England, CHAK' 
and three battalions of guards , with fcven regi- viii. 
inents of infantry , were recalled from Flanders , ^'^^^ 
for the defence of the kingdom. They forthwith 
began their march to the North, under the comr 
mand of General, Wade, who teceived orders to 
affemble an army , which proccecjcd to Newcaftle* 
The parliament meeting on the fixteentb day of 
Odlober, his Majefty gave them to underftand, 
that an unnatural rebellion had broke out in Scot- 
Und, towards the fuppreffion of which he craved 
their advice and aflidance. He found both Houfes 
cordial in their addreffes, and zealous in their at- 
tachment to his perfon and government. The 
Commons forthwidi fufpended the Habeas-Corpus- 
^d; and feveral perfons were apprehended on fuCt 
picion of treafonable practices. Immediately after 
the feffion was opened the Puke of Cumberland 
arrived from the Netherlands , and was followed 
by another detachment of dragoons sind infantry. 
The trained bands of London were reviewcil by 
his Majefty: the county- regiments were com- 
pleted : the volunteers , in different parts of the 
kingdom, employed themfelves induftrioufly in 
the e^cercife of arms; and the whole Englifh nation 
fcemcd to rife up as on^ man againft this for* 

^ Thiy werq compofed of the forces who had been in 
garrifon at Tournay and Dendermonde when thofe placcii 
we<c tcik^n, and engaged by capitulation, that they fhoiild 
not rcrforn any military fundlion before the firft day of 
January In the year 1747 ; fo they could not have afted in 
England without the infringement of a foiemn treaty. 
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iDidable invader. The government being appre.. 
benfive of a dcfcent from France, appointed 
J74^, Admiral Vernon to command a fquadron in the 
Downs , to obferve the motions of the enemy by 
fea , efpecially in the harbours of Dunkirk and 
Boulogne ; and his cruifers took feveral fhips laden 
•with foldiers, officers, and ammunition, deflined 
for the fervice of the Pretender in Scotland. 

$ XXXIl. This enterprifing youth , having col- 
leded about five tboufand men , rcColvcd to make 
an irruption into England, which he accordingly 
entered by the weft border on the fixth day of 
November. Carliflc was inverted, and in lefe 
than three days furrendered ; the keys were deli- 
vered to him at Brampton , by the mayor and 
aldermeo' on their knees. Here he found a con- 
fiderable quantity of arms : his father was proclai- 
Xntd king of Great-Britain, and hirafelf regent, by 
the magiftrates in their formalities. General Wade 
being apprized of his progrefs, decamped from 
Newcaftle, and advanced acrofs the country as 
far as Hexham, though the fields vrere covered 
•with fnow, and the roads almoft impaffable. 
^Thcre be received intelligence that Carlifle was 
reduced, and forthwith returned to his former 
flation. In the mean time, orders^ were iflued 
for affembling another atmy in Staffordlhire , under 
the command of Sir John Ligonier. Prince Chai^* 
les, notwithftanding this formidable oppofition, 
determined to proceed. He bad received afluran- 
ces from France, that a confiderable body of 
troops vrould be landed on the fouthern coaft of 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



G E on GE IL 28j 

Britain, to make a divcrfion in his favor; and he qh k F. 
never doubted but that he fhould be joined by ^iH. 
all the Englifh malecontents , as foon as he could *^^^* 
penetrate into the heart of the kingdom. Leaving 
a fmall garrifon in the caftle of Carlifle, he ad- 
vanced to Penrith , marching on foot in the High- 
land garb, at the head of his forces; and continu* 
cd his route through Lancafter and Prefton to 
IManchefter, where on the twenty-ninth day of 
the month , heeftablifhed his head- quarters. There 
he was joined by about two hundred Englifhmen, 
•who were formed into a regiment, under the 
command of Colonel Townley. The inhabitants 
feemed to receive him with marks of affcdion; 
and his arrival was celebrated by jUuminations , 
and other public rejoicings. His fuppofed inten- 
tion was to profecute his march by the way of 
Chefter into Wales , where he' hoped to find a 
great number of adherents: but all the bridges over 
the river Merfey being broken down, he chofe 
the route to Stockport , and forded the river at 
the head of his divifion, though the water rofe 
to his middle. He paffed through Macclesfield 
and Congleton ; and on the fourth day of Decem- 
ber entered the town of Derby, in which his 
army was quartered, and bis fathejr proclaimed 
with great formality. He had now advanced 
within one hundred miles of the capital , which 
was filled with terror and confufion. Wade 
lingered in YorkCbire : the Duke of Cumberland 
had aflumed the command of the other army af« 
fembled in the neighbourhood of Lichfield. ^ He 
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BOOK had inarched from Stafford to Stone; fo that the 
II. rebels , in turning off from Alhbornc to Derby , 
■^*'* had gained a march between him and London. 
Had Charles proceeded in his career with that 
expedition which he had hitherto ufed * he might 
have m^de himfelf mafter of the metropolis , where 
he would have been certainly joined by a con- 
fidcrable number of his well-wifhers, who waited 
impatiently for his approach : yet this exploit, could 
riot have been achieved without hazarding an en- 
gagement, and running the rifque of being enclot 
ed within three armies, each greatly fupcrior to 
his own in number and artillery. Orders were 
given for forming a camp on Finchley-common , 
where the King refolved to take the field in per- 
fon, accompanied by the Earl of Stair, field-mare- 
fcha] and commander in chief of the forces in 
South Britain, Some Romifb priefts were appre- 
hended ; the militia of London and Middlcfex 
were kept in readinefs to. march : double watches 
weVe ported at the city-gates, and fignals of alarm 
appointed. The volunteers of the city were in- 
corporated into a regiment: the praditioners of 
the law , headed by the judges , the weavers of 
Spital-fields , and other communities , engaged in 
^ffociations ; and even the managers of the theatres 
offered to raifc a body of their dependants, for the 
fervioc bf the government Notwithftaading thefe 
precautions and appearances of unanimity, the 
trading part of the city , and thofe concerned in 
the money-corporatiions, were overwhelmed with 
fear atid dejedlion* They repofcd very little con- 
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fidencc lit the courage or difcipline of their mHitia C H X F* 
and volunteers : they had received intelligence that VIII. 
the French were employed in making, preparations '/^^^ 
at Dunkirk and Calais for a defcent upon Eng-^ 
land: they dreaded an infurredUon of the Rpmaa 
Catholics, and other friends of the houfe of Stuart 
and they refledcd that the Highlanders, of whom 
by this time they had conceived a moft terrible 
idea, were within four days march of the capital. \ 
Alarmed by thcfe confiderations , they prognofti-. 
cated their own ruin in the approaching revolu- 
tion ; and their countenances exhibited the plainefl; 
marks of horror and defpalr. On the other hand 
the Jacobites were elevated to an infolence of 
hope, which they were at no pains to conceal; 
while many people , who had no private property 
to lofe, and thought no change would be for 
the worfc , waited the iffuc of this crifli with the 
mofl calm indifference. 

$ XXXIII. This ftatc of fufpenfe was of fhort 
duration. The young Pretender found himfclf 
miferably difappointed in his expedations. He 
had now advanced into the middle of the kingdom , 
and except a few that joined him at Manchefter, 
not a foul appeared in his behalf: one would 
have imagined that all the Jacobites of England 
had been annihilated. The Welch took no ftep 
to excite an infurredion in his favor : the French 
made no .attempt towards an invafion: his court 
was divided into fadions: the Highland chiefs be- 
gan to murmur , and their clans to be unruly , he . 
faw himfelf with a handful of men hemmed u^ 
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BtfOK between two confiderable armies , in the middle 
ii. of winter, and in a country difaffedted to his 
»74i. caufe. He knew he could not proceed to the 
metropolis without hazarding a battle, and that a 
defeat would be attended with the ineviuble dc- 
ftrudion of himfclf and all his adherents ; and he 
had received information that his friends and 
officers had affembled a body of forces in the 
North fuperior in number to thofc by whom be 
was attended. He called a council at Derby : and 
propofed to advance towards London : the propo-' 
fal was fupported by Lord Nairn with great 
vehemence :> but , after violent difputes, the majo- 
rity determined that they (hould retreat to Scot- 
land with all poflible expedition. Accordingly, 
they abandoned Derby on the fxxth day of De* 
rember, early in the morning, and mealbred back 
the route by which they had advanced. On the 
ninth their vanguard arrived at Manchefter: on 
the twelfth they entered Prefton, and continued 
their march northwards. The Duke of Cumber- 
land, who was encamped at Meriden, when firft' 
apprized of their retreat ; detached the horfe and 
dragoons in purfuit of them ; while General Wade 
began his march from Ferrybridge intoLancafliire, 
with a view of intercepti g them in their route: 
but at Wakefield he underftood that they had 
already reached Wigan: he, therefore, repaired 
to his old poll at Newcaftle , after having detach- 
ed General Oglethorpe, with his horfe and dra- 
goons , tp join thofe who had been fent off from 
the Duke's army. Theypurfued with fuch alacrity, 
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that they overtook the rear of the rebels, with which CHAP, 
they rkirmifhed, in Lancafhire. The militia of viii. 
Cumberland an^ Weflmoreland were raifed and ar- >745. 
med by the Duke's order, to barafs them in theit 
march. The' bridges were broken down , tbi ' . 

roads damaged, and the beacons lighted to alarni 
the country, Ne verthelcfs , they retreated regularly 
with their fmall train of artillery. They were 
overtaken at the village of Clifton , in the neigh- 
bourhood of Penrith , by two regiments of dra- 
goons. Thefe alighted, and lined the hedges, in 
order to harafs part of the enemy's rear-guard, 
commanded by Lord John Murray; who, at the 
head of the Macpherfons, attacked the dragoons 
fword in hand, and repulfed them with fome lofe* 
On the nineteenth day of the month , the High- 
land army reached Carliflc, where the majority of 
the Englifh in the fervice of the Pretender were 
left, at their own defire, Charles , having re- 
enforced the garrifon of the place, croffed the ri» 
vers Eden and Solway into Scotland, having thus 
accomplifhed one of the moft furprifing retreats 
that ever was performed. But the moft remarkable 
circumftance of this expedition, was the moderatioa 
and regularity with which thofe ferocious peopld 
conduced themfelves in a country abounding with 
plunder. No violence was offered; no oytrage 
committed ; and they were effedlually reftrained 
from the exercife of rapine. Notwithftanding the' 
cxceffive cold, the hunger, and fatigue to which 
they muft -have been expofed , they left behind 
lio fick, and loft a very few ftragglers) but 
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BOOK retired vrith deliberation , ^and carried off therf 
II. cannon in the face of their enemy. The Duke of 
*74S. Cumberland invefted Garlifle with his whole army 
on the twenty-firft day of December > and on the 
idiirtieth the garrifon furrendercd on a fort df capi* 
tulation made with the Duke of Richmond The 
prifoners, amounting to about four hundred, were 
imprifoned in different gaols in England, and the 
puke returned to London. 

5 XXXlV^. The Pretender proceeded by the way 
t)f Dumfries to Glafgow^ from which laft city he 
exaded fevere contributions, on account of its 
attachment to the government i for whofe fervice 
it, had raifcd a regiment of nine tiundred men^ 
pnder the command of the Earl of Home. Having 
continued fcvcral days at GlafgoW, he advanced 
towards Stirling, and was joined by fortie forces 
which had been affembled in his abfence by Lt)rds 
Lewis Gordon and John Drummond , brothers to 
the Dukes of Gordon and Perth. This laft no- 
bleman had arrived from France in November * 
with a fmall re-cnforcement of French andlriili, and 
$, commiffion ais general of thefe auxiliaries. He 
fixed hi? head-quarters at Perth , where he was 
re-enfolrced by the Earl of Cromartie^ and othef 
clans , to the number of two thouland , ^ild he 
was accommodated with a fmall train of artillery; 
They had found means to furprifc a floop jof war 
at Montrofe, with the guns of which they 
fortified that harbour. They had received a con- 
siderable fum of money from Spairi. They took 
poffeilion of Dundee, Dumblaine, Downcaftle, 

^nd 
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^rid laid Fife under contribution* The Earl of CHAf« 
I oudon remained at Invernefe, with about two thou- vm* 
fand Highlanders in the fervice of his Majefty. He *^*^* 
, convoyed provifions to Fort - Auguftus and Fort- 
William: hefecured the perfon of Lord Lovat, who 
ftill temporized , and at length this cunning veteran 
accompliflied his efcape. The Laird of Macleod, 
and Mr. Monro of Culcairn , being detached 
from Invernefs towards AberdeenOiire , wer^ fuf- 
prifed and routed by Lord Lewis Gordon at Itu 
verary; and that intereft fe^med to preponderate, 
in the north of Scotland. Prince Charfes being 
joined by Lord John Drommond, inveflied the 
caflle of Stirling , in which General Blakeney com<4 
manded : but , his peopte were fo little ufed to 
cnterprifes of this kind , that they made very 
little progrefs in their operations. 
5 XXXV. By this time, a confiderable body of forcei 
was aflfembled at Edinburgh , under the condudt 
of General Hawley, who determined to relieve 
Stirling^caftle , and advanced to Linlithgow on the 
thirteenth day of January: next day his whole > 

army rcndezvoufcd at Falkirk , while the rebels? 
were cantoned about Bannockburn. On the fcven* 
teenth day of the month , they began their march 
in two columns to attack the King s forces, an4 had 
forded the water of Carven , within three mile$ 
cf Hawley*s camp , before he difcovered their in^ 
tentlon. Such was his obftinacy, felf - conceit , 
or contempt of the enemy ^ that he flighted . the 
repeated intelligence he had received of tbeijr 
Vol. IV. V 
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iooX motions and defign, firmly believing they durft 
IL riothazardan engagenrent. At length, perceiving 
i74S» they had occupied the rifing ground to the fouth- 
\^ard of Falkirk, he ordered his cavalry to advance, 
ahd drive them from' the eminence; while his in- 
fiantry formed , and were drawn up in order of battle. 
The Highlanders^ kept up their fire, and took aim 
fo well , that the affailants were broke by the firft 
volley: they retreated with precipitation, and fell 
in araongft the infantry , which were likewifc dif- 
c'oropofed by the wind and rain beating with great 
violence in their faces , wetting their powder, and 
difturbing their eye-fight. Some of the dragoons 
rallied , and advanced again to the charge, with part 
c( the infantry which had not been engaged: then 
the Pretender marched up at the head of his corps 
de refervc, confifting of the regiment of Lord John 
Drummond, ahd the Irifh piquets. Thefe re-en- 
forcing the Gamerons and the Stunrts in the front- 
line , immediately obliged the dragoons to give way 
afecond time; and they again difordered the foot 
in their retreat. They fet fire to their camp, and 
abandoned Falkirk with their baggage and train , 
which laft had never reached the field of battle. 
The rebels followed their firft blow, arid great 
part of the royal army , after one irregular difcharge, 
turned their backs, and fled in the utrooft confter- 
nation* In all probability few or none of them would 
have efcaped, had not General Hylke, and Brigadier 
Choimondeley, rallied part of fome regiments, and 
!made a gallant ftand , which favored the retreat 
of the reft to Falkirk, from whence they retired 
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in confufion to Edinburgh, Icaving^the field chap» 
of batcle , with part of their tents and artil- viii^ 
lery , to^ the rebels : but their lofs of men did not »7*^ 
exceed three hundred, including Sir Robert Mon- 
ro , Colonel Whitney , and fome other officers of 
djftmdtion. It was at this period , that this officers 
who had been taken at the battle of Prefton-pans, 
and conveyed to Angus and Fife, finding themfel- 
ves unguarded, broke their parole, and returned 
to Edinburgh , on pretence of their having been 
forcibly releafcd by the inhabitants of thofc 
parts *. ^ 

§ XXXVI. General Hawley,'who had boaftcd that 
with two regiments of dragoons, he would drive 
the rebel army from^ one end of the kingdom to 
the other, incurred abundance of cenfure for the 
difpofition he made, as well as for his condudl 
before and after the adlon : but he found means 
to vindicate himfelf to the fatisfadion of his foyc* 
reign. Ntverthelefs , it was judged nccelTary 
that the army in Scotland (hould be comnumded 
by a general in whom the foldiers might have 
fome confidence ; and the Duke of Cumberland 
was chofcn for this purpofe. Over and above his 
being beloved by the army, it was fuggefted, that 
the appearance of a prince of the blood in Scot* 
land might have a favorable efifed upon the minds 
of people in that kingdom : he , therefore , began 

* Sir Peter Ha&et, Captain Lucy Scott, Lieutenants 
Farquharfon and Cumming , with a few other gentlemett , 
adhered punifiually to their parole , and their conducft was 
approvsd by his Majefty. 
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• O O K to prepare for his northtni expedition. Mean while, 
II, th0 French minifter at the Hague having reprefcnted 
1745. to the States -General, that the auxiliaries which 
they had fent into Great^Britain were part of the 
garrifons of Tournay arid Dendermonde , and re- 
firided by the capitulation from bearing arms 
againll France for a certain term, the States thought 
proper to rccal them, rather than come to an open 
rupture with his Mod Chriftian Majefty. In the 
room of thofe troops fix thoufand Heflians were 
tranfported from Flanders to Leith , where they 
arrived in the beginning of February , under the 
command of their prince, Frederic of Heffe, fon- 
in-l^w to his Britannic majefty. By this time the 
Duke of Cumberland had put himfelf at the head 
of the troops in Edinburgh^ confifting of fourteen 
battalions of infantry , two regiinlents of dragoons , 
and twelve hundred Highlanders from Argylefliire , 
under the command of Colonel Campbell. On 
the laft day of January, his royal higfhnefs began 
his march to Linlithgow ; and the enemy who 
had renewed the fiegc of Stirling-caftle , not only 
abandoned that enterprife , but proffed the river 
Forth with precipitation. Their prince found 
great difficulty in maintaining his forces*, that part 
of the country being quite exhaufted. He hoped 
to be re-enforced in the Highlands, and to receive 
fupplies of all kinds from France and Spain; he, 
• therefore, retired by Badenoch towards Invernefs, 
which the Earl of Loudon abandoned at his ap- 
proach. The fort was furrendered to him almoft with* 
out oppofition, and here he fixed his head-quarters. 
His r.ext exploit was the fiegc of Fort- Auguftus » 
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vrhicb he in a little time reduced. The Duke of e h A p« 
Cumberland having fecured the important pofts tui. 
of Stirling and Perth , with the Hcffian battalions ^ »74^* 
advanced with the army to Aberdeen , wher< he 
was joined by the Duke of Gordon , the Earl« 
of Aberdeen and Findlater, the Larrd of Grant ^ 
and other perfons of diftinftion. 

§ XXXVI. While he rtraained in this place, 
. refreihing his troops, and preparing magazines, 
a party of the rebels furprifed a detachment of 
Kingfton's horfe, and about feventy Argylcfliirc 
Highlanders, at Keith, who were either killed or 
taken. Several advanced parties of that militia 
met with the fame fate in different places. Lord 
George Murray invefted the caftle of Blair , which 
was defended by Sir Andrew Agnew , untilja body of 
Hcffians marched to its relief, and obliged the re- 
bels to retire. The Prince Pretender ordered all his 
forces to affemble , in order to begin their march for 
Aberdeen , to attack the Duke of Cumberland : 
but, in confcqucncc of a remonftrance from the 
clans, who declined leaving their families at the 
mercy of the King's garrifon in Fort- William , he 
refolved previoufly to reduce that fortrefs, the 
fiege of which was undertaken by Brigadier Sta- 
pleton ^ an engineer in the French fervicc;. but the 
place was fo vigoroully maintained by Captain 
Scot, that in the beginning of April they thought 
proper to relinquifli the enterprife. The Earl of 
i^oudon bad retired into Sutherland ', and taken 
poft at Dornoch , where his quarters were' beat 
up by a ftrong detachment of the rebels, com- 
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1 K^ inandcd by the Duke of Perth : a major and fixty 
II. men were taken prifoners; and the Earl was ob- 
i?4tf» liged to tak<i flicker in the Ifle of Skye. Tbef<f 
little checks were counter -balanced by fome ad- 
vantages which his Majefty's arms obtained. The 
floop of war which the rebels had furprifed at 
Montrofe was re -taken in Sutherland, with a 
confiderable fumof money, and a great quantity of 
arms on board, which flie bad brought from France 
for the ufe of the Pretender. In the fame county , 
the Earl of Cromartie fell into" an ambufcade, and 
was taken by the militia of Sutherland, who like- 
wife defeated a body of the rebels at Goldfpic. 
This adion happened on the very day which has 
been rendered famous by the vidory obtained ar 
Culloded. 



I 
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C H A P. IX* 



$ I. The rebels are totally defeated at Culloden.^ IL 
The duke of Cumberland takes pojfejfion of In^ 
vernefs , and afterwards encamps at Fort-AuguJIusA. 
III. 77/ e Prince-Pretender efcapes to France. - IV. 
Convuljion in tlie minijlry. V. Liberality of the 
Commons. VI. Trial of the rebels, Kilmarnock^ 
B al merino ^ Lovat^ and Mr. RatcVvff^ are beheaded 
on Tower - hilL VII. The States-General alarmed 
at the progress of. the French in the Netherlands. 
VIII.. Count Saxefubdues all Flanders y Brabant^ 
and Hainault. IX. Reduces the flrong fortrefs of 
Namur , and defeats the allied army at Raucoux* 
X. The French and Spaniards are compelled ta 
abandon Piedmont, and the Milanefe. XL Don 
Philip is worjled at Codogno, and afterwards at 
Porto Freddo. Xll. The Aufirians take pojfejfion 
of Genoa. Count Brown penetrates into Provence^ 
Xlll. The Genome expel the Aufirians from their 
city. XIV. Madrqfs in the Eaji-Indies taken hy 
the Fr^nch^ XV. Expedition to the coafi of Bre-^ 
tagne^ and attempt upon Port t Orient. ,XVI. 
Naval trarifadions in the WeJi^Indies. Conferences 
at Breda, XV IL Vaft fupplies granted by [the 
Commons of England: XVIIL Parliament dif- 
fohed: XIX. The French and allies take the 
field in Flanders^ XX. Prince cf Orange elected 
Stadtholder^ captain^general y and admiral of the 
United-Provinces. XXI. The confederates defeated at 

V4 •- 
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Laffeldt. XXII, Siege of Bergen-op-X.Qprn. XXIII. 
The, Aujlrians undertake the Jiege of Genoa ^ which^ 
however J they abandon. XXIV. The Chevalier 
de Belleifle flain in the attack of Exilles. XXV. 
A French fquadron defeated and taken by the Ad- 
mirals Arifon and Warren. XXVI. Admiral Hawke 
obtains another victory over the French at fea. 
XXVII. Other\navaltranfaaions, XXVIII. Coji- 
grefs at Aix4a*Chaptlk. XXIX. Compliant temper 
of the new parliament. Preliminaries figned/'^y^^. 
preparations for the campaign in the Netherlands. 

XXXI. Siege of Mae/lricht, Cejfation of arms. 

XXXII. Tranfadions in the Eafl and Wefl-Indies. 

XXXIII. Conclufion of the definitive treaty at 
Aix4a-Chapelle. 

CMAF* $1. In the beginning cf April' the Duke of 
IX* Cumberland began his march from Aberdeen and 
on the twelfth paffed the deep and rapid river 
Spey, without oppofition from the rebels, though 
a detachment of them appeared- on the oppofite 
fide. Why they did not difpute the paflage is 
not eafy to be conceived: but, indeed, from this 
inftance of negledl, and their fubfcquent con- 
dud, we may conclude they were under a total 
infatuation. His royal highnefs proceeded to 
Nairn , where he received lintelligence , that the 
cnetny bad advanced from Invernefs to Culloden, 
about the diftance of nine miles from the royal 
army, with intention to give him battle. The 
defiga of Charles , was to ^arch ia the night 
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from CuUoden, and furprife^ the Duke's army at CHAP. 
day-break : for this purpofe the Englifli camp jx. 
had been reconnoitred; and on the night of the *7*^' 
fifteenth the Highland array began to march in 
two columns. Their defign was to furround the 
enemy, and attack them at onceon all quarters: 
but the Jenirth of the columns embarralfed the march, 
fo that the army was obliged to makfe many halts : the 
men had been under arms during the whole pre- 
ceding night , were fiiint with hunger and fatigue, 
and many of them over-powered with flecp. Some 
were unable to proceed : others dropped off un- ^ 

perceived in the dark ; and the march was retard- 
ed in fuch a manner, that it would have been 
impoffible to reach the Duke*s camp before fun- 
rife. The defign being thus fruflrated ^ the Prince 
Pretender was with great rcludance prevailed upon , 
by his general officers to meafure back bis way ( 
to Culloden , at which place he had no fooner . 
arrived , than great numbers of his followers dif- 
perfed in qucft of provifion ; and many , overcome < 
with wearinefs and fleep , threw themfelves down 
on the heath, and along the park •walls. Their 
repofc , however , was foon interrupted in a very 
difagreeable manner. Their prince receiving in- 
tclligerice that his enemies were in full march to 
attack him , refolved to hazard an engagement^ 
and ordered his troops to be formed for that purpofe. 
On the fixteentli day of April , the Duke of Cum- 
berland having made the proper difpofitions , de- 
camped from Nairh early in the morning , and after a 
march of nine miles perceived the Highlanders drawn 
up in order of battle, to the number of four thoufand 
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BOOK men, fa thirteen divifions, fupplied with fame pieces 
ir. ofartillery. The royal army, ^hich was much more 
*^*^' . numerous, the Duke immediately formed into three 
lines, difpofed in excellent order; and about one 
o'clock in the afternoon the cannonading be^an. 
The artillery of the rebels was ill ferved, and did 
very little execution: but that of the King s troops 
made dreadful havoc among the enemy. Impatient 
of this fire, their front-line advanced to the attack, 
and about five- hundred of the clans charged the 
Duke's left wing with their ufual impetuofity. 
One regiment was difordered by the weight of this 
column: but two battalions advancing from the fe- 
cond lioc» fuftained the firft, and foon put a ftop 
to their career, by a fevere fire, that killed a great 
number. At the fan^e time , the dragoons under 
Hawlcy, and the Argylefhire militia, pulled down 
a park-wail that covered * their right ilank , and 
the cavalry falling in among the rebels, fword 
in hand, completed their confufion. The French 
piquets on their left covered the retreat of the High- 
landers by a clofe and regular fire; and then re- 
tired to Invernefs , where they furrendcyed them- 
felves prifoners of war. An entire body of the 
rebels marched off the field in order, with their 
pipes playing, and the Pretender's ftandarddifplayed: 
the reft were routed with great flaughter, and their 
prince was with reludance prevailed upon to re- 
tire. In lefs than thirty minutes they were totally 
defeated, and theficld covered with the flain. The 
road, as far as Invernefs , was flreWed with dead 
bodies; and a good number of people, who^ from 
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motives of curiofity , bad come to fee tlie battle , c H A F. 
were facrificed to the undiftinguiQiing vengeance 1X« 
of' the vidors. Twelve hundred rebels were flain *74^* 
or wounded on the field, and in the purfuit. The 
Earl of Kilmarnock was taken; and in a few days 
Lord Balmerino furrendered to a country gen- 
tleman, at whofchoufe he prefented himfelf for this 
purpofe. The glSry of the vidlory was fullied by 
the barbarity of the foldiers. They had been pro- 
yoked by their former difgraces to the moft favage 
thirft of revenge- Not contented with the blood 
which was fo profufcfy fhed in the heat of ac<- 
tion , they traverfed the field after the battle, and 
maffacred thofe miferable wretches who lay maim^ 
cd and expiring: nay, fome officers aded a part 
in this cruel fcene of aflaffination : the triumph of 
low illiberal minds , uninfpired by fentiment, un- 
tindured by humanity. The vanquifhed adven- 
turer rode off the field, accompanied by the Dukd 
of Perth » Lord Elcho , and a few horfemen : he 
croffed the water of Nairn, and retired to thehoufc 
of a gentleman in Strutharrick, where he con- 
ferred with old Lord Lovat;'then he difmincd his 
followers , ^nd wandered about a wretched and * 
folitary fugitive among the ifles and mountains, 
for the fpace of five months, during which he 
underwent fuch a feries of dangers, hardfliips, and 
mifery, as no other perfon ever outlived. Thu5^ 
in one (hort hour, all his hope vaniflbed, and the* 
rebellion was entirely extinguiflhed. One would al- 
nooft icpagine the condudors of this defperatc cntcr- 
prife bad confpircd their own deftrudion, as they^ 
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BOOK certainly negledcd every ftep that might liave con- 
II. tnbuted to their fafety or fuccefs. They might 
*74«* have oppofcd the Duke of Cumberland, at the 
palfage of the Spcy : they might , by proper con. 
dud, have afterwards attacked his camp in the 
night, with a good profped of fucceb. As they 
were greatly inferior to him in number, and weak* 
cned with hunger and fatigue, they might have 
retired to the hills and faftneffts, where they would 
havp found plenty of hve -cattle for provifion, re- 
cruited their regiments, and been joined by aftrong 
re-enforcement, which was adually in full march 
to their affiftance. But they were diftraded by 
difTenfions and jealouGcs r they obeyed the didates 
of defpair, and wilfully devoted themfelves to ruin 
and death. When the news of the battle ^rived 
in llfigland, the nation was tranfported with joy, 
and ejctolled the Duke of Cumberland as a hero 
and deliverer. Both lioufes of parliament congra- 
tulated his Majefty on the aufpicious event. They 
decreed, in the moft folemn manner, their public 
thanks to his royal highnefs, which were traof- 
mitted to him by the Speakers; and the Commons, 
by bill , added five^and-twenty thou£and pounds 
per annum to his former revenue. 

§ 11. Imniediately after the decifivc adion at 
CuUoden , the Duke took poffeflion of Invernefe , 
where fix*and-thirty defertcrs, convided by a court- 
martial, werjC ordered to be executed : then he de- 
tached feveral parties to ravage the country. One 
of thefe apprehended the Lady Mackintofh , who 
Vi^as feat prifoner tolnvernjcb. They did not plufl- 
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der her houfe, but drove away her cattle, though CH Af* 
her bufband was adually in the fervice of govern* ix:. 
ment. The caftle of Lord Lovat was deftroycd. i74«- 
The French prifoners were fent to Carlifle and Pen- 
rith: Kilonarnock , Balmerino, Cromartie, and bis 
fon , the Lord Macleod , were conveyed by fca to 
London ; and thofe of an inferior rank were con- 
fined in different prifons. The Marquis of Tulli* 
bardine, together with a brother of the Earl of Dun- 
more, were feizeci, and tranfported to the Tower 
of London , to which the Earl of Traquaire had 
been- committed on fufpicion: in a few months at 
ter the battle of CuUoden , Murray, the Preten« 
der's fecretary, was apprehended ; and the eldeft 
fon of Lord Lovat, having furrendered himfelf, 
was imprifoned in the caftic of Edinburgh. In a 
word , all the goals of Great-Britain , from the ca^ 
pital northwards, were filled with thofe unfortunate 
captives ; and great numbers of them were crow- 
ded together in the holds of fliips, where they j>e- 
riflied in the moft deplorable manner, for want of 
necefTaries, airj and exercife. Some rebel chiefs ct 
caped in two French frigates , which had arrived 
on the coaft of Lochaber about the end of April, and 
engaged three veflels belonging to4iis Britannic Ma- 
jefty, which they obliged to retire. Others embarked 
on board of a (hip on the coaft of Buchan; and were 
conveyed to IJIorway, from thence they travelled to 
Sweden. In the month of May, the Duke of Cum- 
berland advanced with the army into the Highlands, 
as far ais Fort-Auguftus, where he encamped; a»d 
fent off detachments on all hands, to hunt down tte 
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BOOK fugitives, and lay vrafte the country with fire' and 
.11. fword. The caftlcs of Glengary and Lochiel were 
»74«. plundered and burned: every boufe» hut, or habi- 
tation, met with the fame fate, without diftinc* 
tion: all the cattle and provifioo were carried off: 
the men were either (hot upon ifce mountains, like 
wild beafts, or put to death in cold blood, with- 
out form of trial : the women , after having feen 
their hufbands and fathers murdered, were fub- 
jeded to brutal violation^ and then turned out na- 
ked , with their children , to ftarve on the barren 
heaths. 'One whole family was enclofed in a barn, 
and confumed to aflbes. Thofe miniflers of venge- 
ance were fo alert in the execution of their of- 
fice, that in si few days there was neither houfe , 
cottage , man, nor beaft, to be feen in the compafs 
of fifty miles: all was ruin, filence, and defolation. 
$ III. The humane reader cannot refled upon 
fuch a fcene without grief and horror : what then 
muft have been the fenCation of .the fugitive 
prince, when he beheld thefe fpedacles of woe, 
the difmal fruit of Jiis ambition? He was now fur* 
rounded by armed troops, that chafed him from 
hill to dale, from rock to cavern , and from fhorc 
to {hore. Sometimes he lurked in caves and cot- 
tages , without attendants , or any other fupport 
hut that which the pooreft peafant could fupply. 
Sometimes he was rowed in fi(her-boats from ifle 
to ifle , among the Hebrides, and often in iight of 
hispurfuers. For fome days he appeared in woman's 
attire, and even paffed through the midft of his ene- 
mies unknown. But, underftandinghisdifguifewas 
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dlfcovfered , lie affumcd the habit of a travelling chaf. 
mountaineer, and' wandered about among the ix. 
woods and heaths, with a matted beard and fqua- *5r*^- 
lid looks, expofed to hunger, thirft, and wearinefs , 
and in continual danger of being apprehended. 
He was obliged to truft bis life to the fidelity of 
above fifty individuals, and many of thefe were 
in tlie loweft paths of fortune. They knew that a 
price of thirty thoufand pounds was fet upon his 
head; and that, by betraying him, they Ihould 
enjoy wealth and affluence: but they detefted the 
thought of obtaining riches on fuch infamous terms » 
and miniftered to his neceffities , with the utmoft 
zeal and fidelity , even at the hazard of their own 
deftru(Sion. In the courfc of thefe peregrinations, 
he was more than once hemmed in by his purfuers, 
in fuch a manner as feemed to preclude all poflS- 
bility of efcaping: yet, he was never abandoned by 
his hope and recoUcdion: he ftill found fome ex* 
pedient that faved him from captivity and death; 
and through the wbole courfc of hisdiftrefles main- 
tained the moft amazing equaninlity and good 
&uhior. At length a privateer of St. Malo, hired by 
the young Sheridan and fbme other Irifh adherents, 
arrived in Lochnannach ; and on the twen- 
tieth day of September, this unfortunate prince 
embarkedf in the habit which he wore for difguifc. i 
His eye was hollow, his vifage wan; and his con- 
ftitution greatly impaired by famine and fatigue. He 
was accompanied by Cameron of Lochiel , and his 
brother, with a few other exiles. They fet fait 
for France , and after having paffcd unfeen , by 
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BOOK means of a thick fog, through a Britifh fquadron 
If. cocDmanded by Admiral Leftock, and been chafed 
i74«^ by twoErtglifh (hips of war, arrived in fafety at 
Rofcau, near Morlaix , ip Bretagne. Perhaps he 
would have found it ftill more difficult to efcapc, 
had not the vigilance and eagernefs of the govern- 
ment been relaxed , in confequence of a report, 
that he had already fallen among forae perions 
that were flam by a voUby from one of the Duke's 
detachments. 

j IV. Having thus explained the rife , progrefs , 
and cxtlndlion of the rebellion, it will be necef- 
fary to take a retrofpedive view of the proceedings 
in parliament. The neceffary fteps being taken for 
quieting tlie intefline commotions of the kingdom, 
the two Houfes began to convert their attention to 
the .aflfairs of the continent. On the fourteenth 
day of January, the King repaired to the Houfe 
of Peerj^, and in a fpeech from the throne gave 
his parliament to underftand, that the States-Gene- 
ral had made preffing inftances for his aflGftance itt 
the prefent conjundure, when they were in fuch 
danger of being opprefled by the power of France 
in the Netherlands; that he had promifed to co- 
operate with them towards oppofmg the /uither 
progrefs of their enemies; and even concerted mea- 
furcs for that purpofe. He declared it was with 
regret that he aflccd any further aids of his people: 
he exhorted them to watch over the public credit; 
and expreffed his entire dependence on their zeal 
iud unanimity. He was favored with loyal addrefles, 

couched 
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coucherl in the warmefl: terms of duty and affec«» c H a i*. 

tion : but the fupplies were retarded by new con. ix. 

vulfions in the minlftry. The Earl of Granville *^**^* 

had made an effort to retrieve his influence in 

the cabinet, and his fovereign favored bis pre- 

tenfions. The two brothers , who knew his 

afpiring genius, and dreaded his fuperior talents^ 

refufed to admit fuch a colleague into the adminit 

tration: they even refolved to ftrengthen their 

party, by introducing frefli auxiliaries into the 

. offices of ftate. . Some of thefe were perfonally 

difagrecable to his Majefty^ who accordingly re» 

jeded the fuit by which they were recommended* 

The Duke of Newcaftle and his brother, with 

all their adherents, immediately refigned theit 

employments. The Earl of Granville wa&appoint* 

cd fecretary of ftate , and refumed the reins o^ 

adminiftratiort : bi\t , finding himfelf unequal to 

the accumulated oppofition that preponderated 

againft him : forcfceing that he fhould not be abl^ 

to fecure the fupplies in parliament ; and dreading 

the confequenccs of that confufion which his re* 

ftoration had already produced , he, in three days^ 

voluntarily quitted the helm; and his Majefty 

acquiefced in the meafures propofed by the op«»^ 

pofitc party. The feals were re-delivered to the 

Duke of Newcaftle and the Earl of Harrington* 

Mr. Pelham, and all the reft who had refigned^ 

were reinftated in their refpedlivc employments; 

and offices were conferred on fevcral individuals 

who bad never before been in the fervicfc of the 

government, William Pitt, Efq* was appointed vic^* 

Vol. IV- X 
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BOOK trcafurcr of Ireland, and foon promoted to the 
II. place of pay mailer general of the forces; at the 
i74«« fame time the King declared him a privy-counfel- 
lor* This gentleman had been originally defigned 
for the army , in which he adually bore a 
commiflion; but fate referved him for a more im- 
portant ftation. In point of fortune he was barely 
qualified to be eleded member of parliament, 
vhen he obtained a feat in the Houfe of Cora- 
inons, where he foon out-flione all his compatriots. 
He difplayed a furprifing extent and precifion of 
political knowledge, an irrefiftible energy of argu- 
ment , and fuch power of elocution , as ftruck his 
hearers with aftonifhment and admiration. It 
flafhed like the lightning of heaven againft the 
miniftcrs* and fons of corruption , blading where 
itfmotc, and withering the nerves of oppofition : 
but his more fubftantial praife was founded upon 
his difinterefted integrity , his incorruptible heart, 
his unconquerable fpirit of independence, and his 
invariable attachment to the interefl: and liberty 
of his country. 

$ V. The quiet of the miniftry being re-eftablifli- 
cd, the Houfe of Commons provided for forty 
tboufand fcamcn, nearly the farne number of land- 
forjces , befides fifteen regiments raifed by the no- 
bility, on account of the rebellion, and about 
twelve thoufand marines. They fettled funds for 
the maintenance of the Dutch and Heffian troops 
that were in England, as well as for the fubfidy 
to the Landgrave. They granted three hundred 
thoufand pounds to the Kin^ of Sardinia; four 
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hundred thoiifand pounds to the Queen of Hungary ; chap. 
three hundred and ten thoufand pounds to defray ix. 
the expenfe of eighteen thoufand Hanoverians; i74€. 
about three-and-thirty thoufand pounds in fubfidies 
to the Eledors of Mentz and Cologn ; and five 
hundred jthoufand pounds in a vote of credit and 
confidence to his Majefty. The whole charge of 
the current year amounted to feven millions two 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, which was 
raifed by the land and malt^taxes, annuities on the 
additional duties impofed on glafs, and fpirituous 
liquors, a lottery, a dedudion from the finking- 
fund , and Exchequer-bills , chargeable on the firfl 
aids that (hould be granted in the next feflion of 
parliament. 

§ VI. The rebellion being quelled, the legifia- 
ture refolved to make examples of thofe who had 
been concerned in difturbing the peace of their 
country. In June an adt of attainder was pafled 
againft the principal perfons who had embarked 
in that defperate undertaking ; and courts were 
opened in different parts of England, for the tria? 
of the prifoners. Seventeen perfons who had 
borne arms in the rebel army were executed at 
Kennington-Common , in the neighbourhood of 
London , and fuffered with great conftancy under 
the dreadful tortures which their fentence prefcri- 
bcd: nine were put to death , in the fame manner, 
at Carlifle; fix a^ Brumpton, feven at Penrith, 
and eleven at York: of thefe a confiderable num* 
ber were gentlemen, and had aded ^s officers: 
about fifty had been executed as deferters in dif- 

Xz 
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BOOK fcrent parts of Scotland : eighty«.onc fuffercd the 
II. pains of the law as traitors. A few obtained par- 
»74«. dons , and a confiderabic number were tranfport- 
cd to the plantations. Bills of indidment for high. 
trcafon were found by the county of Surry againft 
the Earls of Kilnoarnock and Cromartie, and Lord 
Balmerino. Thefe noblemen were tried by their 
peers in Wcftminfter-hall , the Lord Chancellor 
prcliding as Lord High-S.teward for the occafion. 
The two carls confeffed their crimes and in pathe- 
tic fpeeches recommended themfelves to his Majef- 
ty's mercy. Lord Balmerino pleaded not guilty: 
he denied his having been at Carlifle at the time 
fpecified in the indidment, but this exception was 
oyer-rulcd : then he moved a point of law in arreft 
of judgment , and was allowed to be heard by 
, his counfel. They might have expatiated on the 

bardOiip of being tried by an ex poji Ja6io law, 
and claimed the privilege of trial in the county 
where the ad of treafon was faid to hiVc been 
committed. The fame hardfhip was impofed upon 
all the imprifoned rebels: they were dragged in 
captivity to a ftrange country, far from their 
friends and connexions, deftitute of means to pro- 
duce evidence in their favor, even if they had 
been innocent of the charge. Balmerino waved 
this plea, and fubmitted to the court, which pro- 
nounced fentcnce ofxJcath upon him and his two 
afTociates. Cromartie's life was fpared ; but the 
other two were beheaded , in the month of Au- 
guft, on Tower-hill. Kilmarnock was a nobleman 
of fine perfonal accomplilhments : he had been 
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educated in Revolution-principles, and engaged in QK kf^ 
the rebellion, partly from th.e defpcratc fituation IX. 
of his fortune, and partly from refentrtient to the *^^^' 
government, on his being deprived of a penfioa 
which he had for forae time enjoyed. He was 
convinced of bis having aded criminally, and 
died with marks of penitence and contrition. 
Balmetino had been bred to arms, and aded upon 
principle: he was gallant, brave, rough, and re- 
folute: he eyqd the implements of death with the 
moft carelefs familiarity , and feemed to triumph 
in his fufferings. In November, Mr. RatclifF, 
the titular Earl of Derwentwater, who had been 
taken in a (hip bound to Scotland, was arraigned 
on a former fen tence, paffed againft him in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fixteen, 
he refqfed to acknowledge the authority of the 
court, and pleaded that he was a fubjed of France, 
honored with a commiffion in the fervice of his 
Moft Chriftian Majcfty. The identity of his per- 
fon being proved ^ a rule was made for this ex- 
ecution ; and on the eighth day of December he 
fuffered decapitation , with the moft perfed com- 
pofure and fercnity. Lord Lovat, now turned of 
fourfcore, was impeached by the Commons, aad 
tried in Weftminfter- hall before the Lord High-" 
Steward. John Murray, fecretary to the Prince- 
Pretender, andfome of his own domeftics appear- 
ing againft him, he was convided of high-treafoa, 
and condemned. Notwithftanding his age, in- 
firmities, and the rcqolledion of his confcicnce, 
which was fuppofed to be not altogether void o£ 

X3 
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B O O ic offence, he died like an old Roman, exclaiming, 
II. ^ dulcc et decorum pro patria mori. " He furveyed 
»74«. the crowd with attention , examined the ax, jefted 
with the executioner, and laid his head upon the 
block with the utmoft indifference. From this laft 
fcene of his life one would have concluded, that 
he had approved himfelf a patriot from his youth, 
and never deviated from the paths of virtue. 

§ VII. The flame of war on the continent did not 
expire at the eledlion of an emperor, and the re^ 
eftablifbment of peace among the princes of the 
empire. On the contrary, it raged with double 
violence in confequence of thcfe events; for the 
force that was before divided being now united 
in one body, exerted itfelf with greater vigor and 
rapidity. The States-General were overwhelmed 
with confternation. Notwithftanding the pains 
they had taken to avoid a war , and the condef- 
cenfion with which they had foothed and fuppli- 
Gated the French Monarch in repeated embaflies 
and memorials, they faw themfelves ftripped of 
their barrier , and once more in danger of being 
overwhelmed by that ambitious nation. The city 
of Bruffels had been reduced during the winter; 
fo that the enemy were in poffeffion of all the 
Auftrian Netherlands, except a few fortreffes. 
Great part of the forces belonging to the Republic 
were reftrided from adion by capitulations, to 
which they had fubfcribed. The dates were di- 
vided in their councils ^between the two fadlions 
which had long fubfifted. They trembled at 
the profped of feeing Zealand invaded in the 
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fpring. The Orange-party loudly called for an c H A f . 
augmentation of their forces by fea and land, that ix. 
they might profecutc the war with vigor. The «74«» 
common people, fond of novelty, dazzled by the 
fpJendor of greatnefs, and fully perfuaded that 
nothing but a chief was wanting to their fecurity, 
demanded the Prince of Orange as a Stadtholder; 
and even mingled menaces with their demands* 
The oppofite fadlion dreaded alike the power of 
a Stadtholder, the neighbourhood of a French ar- 
ray, and thefeditious difpofition of the populace. 
An ambafTador was fent to London with, reprefen- 
tations of the imminent dangers which threatened 
the republic, and he was ordered to folicit in the 
raoft preffing terms the affiftancc of his Britannic 
Majefty , that the allies might have a fuperiority 
in the Netherlands by the beginning of the cam- 
paign. The King was very well difpofed to com- 
ply with their requeft ; but the rebellion in his 
kingdom , and the diffenfions in his cabinet , had 
retarded the fupplies, and embarraffed him fo much, 
that he found it impoffible to make thpfe early 
preparations that were neceflary to check the career 
of the enemy. 

§ VIII. The King of France, with his general, 
the Count dc Saxe, took the field in the latter end 
of April , at the head of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand men , and advanced towards the allies, 
who, to the number of four-and-forty thouland, 
were intrenched behind the Demer, under the 
condudl of the Auftrian general Bathiani, wha 
retired before them , and took pofl in the neigh- 
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BOOK bourhood of Breda, the capital of Dutch Brabant 
11. Marcfchal Saxe immediately invefted Antwerp, 
J74«. >vhich in a few days was furrendered. Then he 
appeared before the ftrong town of Mons in 
HainaUlt, with an irrefiftible train of artillery, an 
immenfe quantity of bombs and warlike implements. 
He carried on his approaches with fuch unabating 
impetuofity , that , notwithftanding a very vigor- 
ous defence, the garrifon was obliged to capitu- 
late on the twenty-fcventh day of June, in about 
eight-and-twenty days after the place had been invef- 
ted. Sieges were not now carried on by the tedious 
method of fapping. The French King found it 
much more expeditious and effedual to bring in- 
to the field a prodigious train of battering cannon, 
and enormous mortars, that kept up fuch a fire 
as no garrifon could fuftain, ?ind difcharged fuch 
an inceffant bail of bombs and bullets, as in a very 
little time re^luced to ruins the place , with all its 
fortifications. St, Guiflain and Charleroy met with 
the fate of Mons and Antwerp, fo that by the 
middle of July the French King was abfolute 
mafter of Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault. 

§ IX. Prince Charles of Lorraine had by this 
time affumed the command of the confederate army 
at Terheyde, which being rcrenforced by the 
Heffian troops from Scotland , and a frefh body of 
^uftrians under Count Palfi, amounted to eighty- 
feven thoufand men , including the Dutch forces 
commanded by the Prince of Waldeck. The gene- 
rals , fuppofing the next ftorm would fall upon 
Namur, marched towards that place, and took poft in 
an advantageous fituation on the eighteenth day 
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of July , in fight of the French army , which was C HA P. 
encamped at Gemblours, Here they remained till ^X- 
the eighth day of Auguft , when a detachment *^**' 
of the enemy, commanded by Count Lowendahl, 
took polTeffion of Huy, where he found a large 
magazine belonging to the confederates ; and their 
communication with Maeftricht was cut off. Mare- 
fchalSaxe, on the other fide, took his mcafures 
fo well, that they were utterly deprived of all 
fubfiftence. Then Prince Charles, retiring acrof$ 
the Maefe, abandoned Namur to the efforts of 
the enemy, by whom it was immediately inverted. 
The trenches were opened on the fecond day of 
September; and the garrifon , confifting of feven 
thoufand Auftrians , defended themfelves with 
equal fkill and refolution : but the cannonading 
and bombardment were fb terhble, that in a fpw 
days the place was concerted into a heap of rub- 
bifh ; and on the twenty-third day of the month 
the French monarch took pofTeffion of this ftrong 
fortrefs , which had formerly fuftained fuch dread- 
ful attacks. Mean while the allied army encam- 
ped at Maeftricht were joined by Sir John Ligo- 
nier, with fome Britifh and Bavarian battalions; 
and Prince Charles refolved to give the enemy 
battle. With this view he paffed the Maefe on 
the thirteenth day of September, and advanced to- 
wards Marefchal Saxe, whom he found fo advan- 
tageoufly ported at Tongres , that he thought 
proper to march back to Maeftricht. On the 
twenty-fixth day of September he croffed the Jaar 
in his retreat ; and his rear was attacked by the 
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ft O O JC enemy, who were repulfed. But Count Saxe being 
II. rc-enforccd by a body of troops, under the Count 
i74«- de Clermont, determined to bring the confederates 
to an engagement. On the thirteenth day of the 
month he pafTed the Jaar , while they took pot 
feffion of the villages of Liers, Warem , and Rou- 
coux, drew up their forces in order of battle, and 
made preparations for giving him a warm recep. 
tion. On the firft day of Odlober the enemy ad- 
vanced in three columns ; and a terrible cannon- 
ading began about noon. At two o'clock Prince 
Waldeck on the left. was charged with great fury; 
and after an obftinate defence overpowered by num- 
bers. The villages were attacked in columns, and 
as one brigade was repulfed another fucceeded; 
fo that the allies were obliged to abandon thefc 
pods, and retreat towards Maeftricht, with the lofe 
of five thoufand men, and thirty pieces of artillery. 
The vidory, however, coft the French general a 
much greater number of lives ; and was attended 
with no folid advantage. Sir John Ligonier, the 
Earls of Crawford ' and Rothes , Brigadier 

This nobleman, fo remarkable for his courage and thirll 
of glory, exhibited a very extraordinary inftance of prefence 
of mind on the morning that preceded this batde. He and 
fome volunteers, accompaniede by his aide de camp, and at- 
tended by two orderly dragoons, had rode out before day to 
reconnoitre the fituation of the enemy; and fell in upon one 
of their advanced guards. The^ ferjeant who commanded it 
immediately turned ouc his men, and their pieces were pre- 
fented when the earl firft perceived them. Without betraying 
the leail mark of diforder, he rode up to the ferjeant, and af* 
fuming the character of a French general, told him in that lao- 
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Douglas , and other officers of the Britifh troops, c H A F, 
diftinguifhed thcmfelves by their gallantry and con- ix. 
dud on this occafioo. This adion terminated the i?*^* 
campaign. The allies paffing the Macfe, took up 
their winter-qiiarters in the duchies of Limburgh 
and Luxemburgh; while the French cantoned 
their troops in the places which they had newly 
conquered. 

§ X The campaign in Italy was altogether 
unfavorable to the French and Spaniards. The 
houfe of Auftria being no longer prefled on the 
fide of Germany, was enabled to make the ftronger 
eiForts in this country ; and the Britilh fubfidy en* 
couraged the King of Sardinia to adl with redoub- 
led vivacity. Marefchal Maillebois occupied the 
greater part of Piedmont with about thirty thou- 
fand men. Don Philip and the Count de Gages 

guage, that there was no occafion for fuch ceremony. Then he 
afked, if they had perceived any of the enemy's parties; and being 
anfwered in the negative, " Very well ( faid he ) be upon your 
" guard; and if you fhould be attacked, I will lake care that you 
*• (hall be fuftained." So faying, he and his company retired 
before the ferjeant could recollecfl himfelf from the furprife oc- 
caGoned by this unexpected addrefs. In all probability he was 
foon fenfible of his miftake; for the incident was that very day 
publicly mentioned in the French army. The Prince of Tin* 
gray , an officer in the Auftrian fervice, having been taken pri* 
foner in the battle that enfued, dined with Marefchal Count 
Saxe, who difmifTed him on his parole, and defired he would 
charge himfelf with a facetious compliment to his old friend, the 
Earl of Crawford. He wiflied hislordfhip joy of being a French 
general, and faid he could not help being difpleafed with the for- 
jeant , as he had not procured him the honor of his lordlhip's 
company at dinner. 
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BOOK were at the head of a greater number in the 
II. neighbourhood of Milan; and the Duke of Modena, 
i74«. ^ith eight thoufand, fecured his own dominions^ 
The King of Sardinia augmented his forces to (ix- 
andthirty thoufand; and the Auftrian army, under 
the Prince of Lichtenftein , amounted to a much 
greater nuqiber ; fo that the enemy were reduced 
to the neceffity of ading on th^ defenfive, and re- 
tired towards the Mantuan. In February Baron Leu- 
trum, the Picdmontefe general, inverted and took 
the ftrong fortrefs of Afte. He afterwards relieved 
the citadel of Alexandria, which the Spaniards ha J 
blocked up in the winter, reduced Cafal, recovered 
Valencia, and obliged MaillelDois to retire to the 
neighbourhood of Genoa. On the other fide, Don 
Philip and Count Gages abandoned Milan, Pavia, 
and Parma, retreating before the Auftrians with the 
utmoft precipitation to Placentia, where they were 
joined on the third of June by the French forces 
under Maillebois. 

§ XI. Before this jundlion was effeded, the Spanith 
general, Pignatelli, hadpaffed the river Po in the 
night with a ftrong detachment, and beaten up the 
quarters of feven thoufand Auftrians pofted at 
Codogno. Don Philip, finding hinifelf at the head of 
two-and-fifty thoufand men by his jundipn with the 
French general, refolved to attack the Auftrians in ^ 
their camp at San Lazaro, before they (hould be rc- 
cnforced by his Sardinian Majefty. According:ly, 
' on the fourth day of June in the evening, he marched 
with equal filence and expedition, and entered the 
Auftrian trenches about eleven, when a defperatc 
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battle cnfued. The Auftrlans were prepared for the c H A. F. 
attack, which they fuftained with great vigor till ix. 
morning. Then they quitted their intrenchments, i74«. 
and charged the enemy in their turn with fuch fury, 
that after an obftinate refiftanccthe combined army 
wasbroke, and retired with precipitation to Placen- 
tia, leaving on the field fifteen thoufand men killed, 
wounded, and taken, together with fixty colors, and 
ten pieces of artillery. In a few weeks the Auft- 
rians were joined by the Piedmontefe : the King of 
Sardinia affumed the chief command ; and Prince 
Lichtenftein being indifpofed, his place was fupplied 
by the Marquis de Botta. Don Philip retired to the 
other fide of the Po, and extended his conquefts in 
the open country of the Milhnefe. The King of Sar- 
dinia called a council of war, in which it was deter- 
mined that he (bould pafs the river with a ftrong body 
of troops, in order to flraighten the enemy on one 
fide; while the Marquis de Botta fhould march up the 
Tydone, to cut off their communication with Placen- 
tia. They forthwith quitted all the pofts they had 
occupied between the Lambroand Adda, refolving 
to repafs the Po, and retreat to Tortona. With this 
view they threw bridges of boats over that river, 
and began to pafs on the ninth day of Auguft in the 
evening. They were attacked at Rotto Freddo by 
adetachmentofAuftrians, under General Serbelloni, "^ 
who maintained the engagement till ten in the mor- 
ning, when Botta arrived : the battle was renewed 
with redoubled rage, and lafted till four in the after- 
noon, when the enemy retired in great diforderta 
Tortona, with the lofs of eight thoufand men, a good 
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BOOK number of colors and (landards, and eighteen pieces 
II, of cannon. This vidlory cofl the Auftrians four 
174C* thoufand men killed upon the fpot, including the 
gallant General Bernclau. The vidors immediately 
fummoned Placentia tofurrender; and the garrifon, 
confiding of nine thoufand men , were niade pri- 
foners of war: Don Philip continued his retreat, 
and of all his forces brought fix-and-twenty thoufand 
only into the territories of Genoa. 

J XII. The Picdmontefe and Auflrians rejoining 
in the neighbourhood of Pavia, advanced to Tor- 
tona, of which they took pofTeflion without 
refiflance , while the enemy Iheltered themfelves 
under the cannon of Genoa. They did not long 
continue in this fitiiation: for on the twenty-fecond 
day of Auguft they were again in motion , and 
retired into Provence. The court of Madrid im- 
puting the bad fuccefs of this campaign to the 
mifcondud of Count Gages, recalled that general, 
and fent the Marquis de las Minas to tefume the 
command of the forces. In the mean time , the 
vidorious confederates appeared before Genoa on 
the fourth day of December : and the fenate of that 
city thinking it incapable of defence, fubmittedto 
a very mortifying capitulation, by which the gates 
were delivered up to the Auftrians, together with 
all their arms, artillery , and ammunition : and the 
city was fubjeded to the moft cruel contributions. 
The Marquis de Botta being left at Genoa with 
fixteen thoufand men, the King of Sardinia 
refolved to pafs the Var , and purftie the French 
and Spaniards into Provence : but , that monarch 
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being feized with the fmall-pox , the condud of CHAP. 
this expedition was intruded to Count Brown , an ix. 
Auftrian general of Irifh extradl,' who had given *7**^* 
repeated proofs of uncommon valor and capacity. 
He was on this occafion affifted by Vice- Admiral 
Medley , who commanded the Bricifli fquadron in 
the Mediterranean. The French forces had for- 
tified the paffes of. the Var, under the condudl of 
the Marefchal de TBelleifle, who thought proper 
to abandon his pofts at the approach of Count 
Brown; and this general, at the head of fifty thou- 
fand men, paffed the river, without oppofition, 
on the ninth day of November. While, he advan- 
ced as far as Draguignan, laying the open coun- 
try under contribution , Baron Roth , with four- 
and-twenty battalions , inverted Antibes , which 
was at the fame time bofnba^ded on the fide of the 
fea by the Britifh fquadron. The trenches were 
opened on the twentieth day of September : but 
Belleifle having affembled a numerous army, fupe- 
rior to that of the confederates, and the Genoefe 
having expelled their Auftrian guefts , Count 
Brown abandoned the enterprifc, and repaffed the 
Var , jnot without fome damage from the enemy. 
$ XIII. The court of Vienna, whicTi has always 
patronized oppreflion , exaded fuch heavv con- 
tributions from the Genoefe, and its diredlions 
were fo rigoroufly put in execution , that the 
people were reduced to defpair; and refolved to 
make a laft effort for the recovery of their li- , 
berty and independence. Accordingly , they took 
arras in fecrct, feized fcveral important ports of the 
^ity; furprifed fome battalions of the Auftrians; 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



3?o HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK furrbunded Others, and cut them in pieces; and, 
II. in a word, drove them out with great flaughtcr. 
17*6. The Marquis de Botta afted with caution and 
fpirit: but being over-powered by numbers, and 
apprehenfivc of the peafants in the country , who 
were in arms, he retreated to the pafs of the Boch- 
etta on the fide of Lombardy , where he fecured 
himfelf in an advantageous fituation, until he could 
receive re-enforcements. The lofs he had fuftained 
at Genoa did not hinder him from reducing Sa- 
vona , a fea-port town belonging to that republic; 
and be afterwards made himfelf mafter of GavL 
The Genoefe, on the contrary, exerted themfclvcs 
with wonderful induftry in fortifying their city, 
raifing troops , and in faking other meafures for 
a vigorous defence , in cafe they fhould again be ' 
infulted. 

$ XIV. .The naval tranfadions of this year re* 
fleded very little honor on the Britifh nation. 
Commodore Peyton, who commanded fix Ihips of 
war in the Eaft-Indies, (hamefully declined a dc- 
cifive engagement with a French fquadron of in- 
ferior force ; and abandoned the important fettle- 
ment of Madras on the coaft of Coromandcl , 
which was taken without bppofition in the month 
of September by the French commodore, de la Bour- 
donnais. Fort St. Da%id, and the other Britifh fac- 
tories in India, would probably have fhared the fame 
fate, had not the enemy's naval force in that 
country been fhatteted and partly deftroyed by a 
terrible tempefl. No event of confequence hap- 
pened in America, though it was a fcene that 

feenaed 
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fecmcd to ptomife the greatcft fucccfe to the arms chap. 
of England. The redudion of Cape-Breton had ix. 
encouraged the ixiiniRry to projed the conqueft i74<J. 
of Quebec, the capital of Canada, fituated upon 
the river of St. Laurence. Comniifllons were 
fent to the governors of the Britilh colonies in 
North-America, empowering them to raife compa- 
nies to join the armament from England ; and eight 
thoufaiid troops wereadually raifed in confequence 
t)f thefe diredions; while a powerful fquadrori 
and tranfports, having fix regiments on boards 
Ivere prepared at Portfmouth for this expedition. 
But their departure was pollponed by unaccount- 
able delays , iintil the feafon was judged too far 
advanced to rifque the great fhipson the boiftcroust 
toad of North- America. That the armament, how„ 
ever, mi§^t not be wholly ufelefs{to the nation^ 
it was employ^ed in making a defccpt upon the 
coaft of Bretagrle, on the fuppofition that Port 
L'Orient , the repofitory of all the (lores and flvips 
belonging to the French Eaft-lndia company, might 
be furprifed ; or that this invafion would alarni 
the enemy , and , by mnking a diverfion ^ 
facilitate the operations of the Auftrian general 
in Provence. 

§ XV. The naval force intended for this fervicc 
tonfifted of fixteen great fliips and eight frigates,: 
'befides bomb-ketches and ftore-fiiips, commandea 
by Richard Leftock, appointed Admiral of the 
blue divifion. Six battalions of land-troops, witH 
a detachment of matroffes and bombardiers, were 
embarked in thirty tranfports ^ under the condud of 

Vol. IV. Y 
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BOOK Lieiitenant-Gencral Sinclair ; and the whole fleet fet 
11. fail from Plymouth on the fourteenth day of Septem- 
i74«. ber. On the twentieth the troops were landed ia 
Quimperlay.bay, at the diftance of ten miles from 
Port-L*Orient. The militia, re-enforced by feme de- 
uchmcnts from different regiments, were affcmbled 
to the number of two thoufand, and feemcd rcfolved 
to oppofe the difembarkation : but, feeing the 
Britifli troops determined to land at all events, they 
thought proper to retire. Next day General Sinclair 
advanced into the country, flcirmilhing with the 
enemy in his route; and arriving at the village of 
Plemurc, within half a league from Port L'Orient, 
fummonedthat place to furrender. He was vifited 
by a deputation from the town , which offered to 

> admit the Britifli forces, on condition that they 

fhould be reftrained from pillaging the ighabitants, 
and touching the magazine^; and that they (bould 
pay a juft price for their provifions. Thefe 
terms being rejeded , the inhabitants prepared for 
a vigorous defence; and the Engfifti general rc- 
folved to befieee the place in^forra, though he 
had neither time, artillery, nor forces fufficient 
for fuch an enterprjfe. This ftrange refolution 
was owing to the declaration of the engineers, 
who promifed to lay the place in aflics in the 
fpace of four-and- twenty hours. All his cannon 
am ounted to no more than a few field-pieces; and he 
was obliged to wait for two iron guns, which thefai- 
lors dragged up from the fliipping. Had he given the 
affault on the tirft night after his arrival, when the 
town was hlled with terror and confufion , and defti- 
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tute of regular troops, in all probability it ^3vouId have chap. 
been cafily taken by fcalade: but the redudion of it ix. 
was rendered impradicable by his delay. Theram* ^7^^ 
parts were mounted with cannon from the (hips in the 
harbour: new works were raifed with great induf- 
try : thcgarrifon was re-enforced by feveral bodies of 
regular troops ; and great numbers were affembling 
from all parts ; fo that the Britifli forces were in 
danger of being furrounded in an enemy's country. 
Notwithftanding thefe difcouragements , they open- 
ed a fmall batttfry againft the town» which was 
jfct on fire in feveral places by their bombs and 
red hot bullets: they likewifc repuJfcd part of the 
garrifon which had made a fally to deftroy their 
works : but their cannon producing no effcd upon 
the fortifications, the fire from the town daily 
increafing , the engineers owning they could not 
perform their promife, and Admiral Leftock de- 
claring , in repeated meffages , that he could no 
longer expofc the fhips on an open coaft at fuch 
a feafon of the year , General Sinclair abandoned the 
fiege. Having caufed the two iron pieces of can- 
non and the mortars to be fpiked , he retreated 
in good order to the fea-fide , where his 
troops were re-embarked, having fuftained very 
inconfiderable damage fince their firft landing. He. 
expeded re-enforcements from England , and was 
refolved to wait a little longer for their arrival, 
in hopes of being able to annoy the enemy more 
effcdua-lly. In the beginning of Odober the fleet 
failed to Quiberon-Bay, where they deftroyed the 
Ardent, a French Ihip of war of fixty-four guns; 

Y 2 
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BOOK and a detachment of the forces being landed, took 
II. poffeflion of a fort on the peninfula; while the 
*^*«- little iflands of Houat and Heydic were re- 
duced by the failors. In this fituation the Ad. 
miral and general continued till the feventeenth 
day of the month , when the forts being difman- 
tled, and the troops re-embarked, the fleet failed frorat 
the French coaft : the Admiral returned to England, 
and the tranfports with the foldiers proceeded to 
Ireland , where they arrived in fafety. 

$ XVI. This expedition, weak and frivolous as 
it may feem , was refcnted by the French nation 
as one of the greateft infults they had everfuftai- 
ned; and demonftrated the poflSbility of hurting 
France in her tendereft parts, by means of an ar- 
~ mament of this nature , well-timed , and vigorouC- 
ly conduded. . Indeed , nothing could be more 
abfurd or precipitate than an attempt to diftrefe 
the enemy by landing a handful of troops, without 
draft-horfes, tents, or artillery, from a fleet of 
fhips lying on an open beiach, expofed to the 
uncertainty of weather in the moft tcmpeftuous 
feafon of the year , fo as to render the retreat and 
re-embarkation altogether precarious. The Britilh 
fquadrons in the Weft-Indies performed no exploit 
of confequence in the courfe of this year. 
The commerce was but indii5;rently proteded. 
Commodore Lee, ftatfoned ofFMartinico, allowed 
a French fleet of merchant-fliips, and their convoy, 
to pafs by his fquadron unmolcfted ; and Comma- 
dore Micchel! behaved fcandaloufly inarencountrc 
with the French fquadron, under the condudl of 
Monfieur de Conflans , who in his return to 
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Europe took the Severn, an Englifh (hip of fifty guns. CHAP. 
The cruifers on all fides, Englilh, French, and ix, 
Spaniards, were extremely alerts and though the *^**' 
EngliCh loft the greater number of fhips , this dif- 
ference was more than overbalanced by the 
fuperior value of the prizes taken from the enemy. 
In th6 courfe of this year two-and twenty Spanilh 
privateers, and fixty - fix merchant vcffels, in- 
cluding ten regiftcr - fhips , fell into the hands 
of the Britifli cruifers : from the French 
they took feven fhips of war, ninety privateers, 
and about three hundred fhips of commerce \ The 
new King of Spain being fuppofed well affefted to > 
the Britifh nation, an effort was made to detach 
him from the interefts of France, by means of the 
Marquis de Tabernega , who had formerly been 
ihis favorite, and refided many years as a refugee in 
England. This nobleman proceeded to Li(bon , 
where a negOciation was fet on foot with the court 
of Madrid. But his /efforts mifcai-ried ; and the 
ixjfiucnce of the queen mother continued to pre- 
dominate in the Spanifh councils. The States- 
General had for fome years endeavoured to promote 

* In the month of July, Philip V. King of Spain dying, 
in the fixty.third year of his age , was rucceeded by his 
eldeft fon Ferdinand, born of Maria Louifa Gabriela , fifter 
to t{ie late King of Sardinia. He efpoufed Donna Maria 
Magdalena , Infanta of Portugal , but had no iffue. Philip 
was but two days furvived by his daughter, the Dauphinefs 
of France. The fame month was remarkable for the death 
of Chriftiern VL King of Denmark', fucceeded by his Ton 
Frederic V. \j/ho had married the princefs Louifa, youngcft 
daughter to the King of Great-Biitain* 
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BOOK a pacification by remonftrances , and even cntrea- 
11. tics, at the court bf Vcrfailles , the French King 
»74«« at length ciifcovercd an inclination to peac€ , and 
in September a congrefs was opened at Breda, 
the capital of Dutch Brabant, where the pleni- 
potentiaries of the Emperor, Great-Britain, France 
and Holland , were affembled : but the French were 
fo infolent in their demands , that the conferences 
were foon interrupted. 

$ XV 11. The parliament of Great - Britain 
meeting in November , the King exhorted them to 
concert with all poffible expedition the proper 
meafures for purfuing the war with vigor , that 
the confederate army in the Netherlands might be 
fcafonably augmented : he like wife , gave them 
to underftand, that the funds appropriated for the 
fupport of his civil government had for forae 
years paft fallen fiiort of the revenue intended and 
granted by parliament ; and faid he' relied on their 
known affedion to find out fome method to make 
-- . good this deficiency. As all thofe who had conduc- 
ed the oppofition were now concerned in the admi- 
niftration, * little or no objedion was made to any de- 
mand or propofal of the government and its 
mi'nifters. The commons having confidered the 
ellimates , voted forty thoufand feamen for the 
fervice of theenfuingyear, and about fixty thoufand 
land-forces, including eleven thoufand five hundred 
marines. They granted four hundred and thirty-three 
thoufand founds to the Emprefs Queen of Hungary ; 
three hundred thoufaqd pounds to the King of Sar- 
dinia; four hundred and ten thoufand pounds for the 
maintenance ^f eighteen thoufand Hanoverian 
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auxiliaries; one hundred and fixty-one tlioufand c H A P. 
fix hundred and feven pounds , for fix thoufand ix. 
Heffians ; fubfidies to the Eledors of " Cologn , >7*«. 
Mentz , and Bavaria ; and the fum of five hundred 
thoufand pounds to enable hisMajefty to profecute 
the war with advantage. In a word , the fupplies 
amounted to nine millions four hundred twenty- 
five thoufand two hundred and fifty*four pounds ; 
a fum almoft incredible, if we confider how the 
kingdom bad been already drained of its treafure. 
It was raifed by the ufual taxes, re-enforced with 
new impofitions on windows , carriages , and 
fpirituous liquors , a lottery, and a loan from 
the finking-fund. The new taxes were mortaged for 
four millions by transferable annuities, at an intereft 
of four, and a premium of ten per cent By 
refleding on thefe enormous grants , one would 
imagine the miniftry had been determined to im- 
poverifh the nation : but, from the cagernefs and 
expedition with which the people fubfcribed for 
the money, one would conclude that the riches 
of the kingdom were.inexhauftible. It may not 
be amifs to obferve, thaf the fupplies of this year 
exceedcy^, by two millions and a half, the greateft . 
annual fum that was raifed during the reign of 
Queen Anne, though fhe maintained as great a 
number of troops as was now in the pay of Great- 
Britain , and her armies and fleets acquired every 
year frefh harvefts of glory and advantage: where- 
as this war had proved an alraoft uninterrupted 
feries of events big with difafter and dilhonor. During 
the lad two y ears^ , the naval expenfe of England had 

Y 4 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



3-r$ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

« If exceeded that of Fraacc about five millions fter- 
U. ling; though her fleets had not obtained one (ignal 
i74«t advantage over the enemy at fea, nor been able 
to protcd her commerce from their depredations. 
She was at once a prey to her declared adverfarics 
and profefled friends, before the endoffummer, 
ihc numbered among her mercenaries two emprct 
fes , five German princes , and a powerful monarch, 
whom (he hired toaffifthcr in trimming the balance 
of Europe , in which they themfelves w^re imme- 
diately intereftcd , and flie bad no more than a 
fecondary concern. Had thefe fruitlefs fubfidies 
been faved : had the national revenue been applied 
■With economy to national purpofes : had it beea 
employed in liquidating gradually the public in* 
cumberances; in augmenting the navy, improving 
pianufadures , encouraging and fecuring the colo* 
nies, and extending trade and navigation, corrup- 
tion would have become altogether unneceffary ,j 
?nd difaffcdion would have vaniflied : the people , 
would have been eafed of their burdens , and ceafed 
to complain : commerce would have flourifhed, 
and produced fuch afluence as muft have raifed 
Great-Britain to the higheft pinnacle of maritime 
power, above all rivalfhip or competition. She 
•would have been dreaded by her enemies ; revered 
by her neighbours : oppreffed nations would have 
crept under her wings for protedlion ; contending 
potentates wouldbaveappealedto herdecifion ; and 
^e would have fhone the univerfal arbitrcfs of Eu- 
rope. How different is her prefent fttuation! her. 
^e^ts aifc ^normpus, her taxes intolerable, her people 
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rlifcontented, and the fincws of her government/ re- CHA9* 
laxed. Without condud, confidence, or concert, IX, 
fte engages in blundering negociations : (he involves *7^^ 
herfelf ralhly in foreign quarrels, and lavilhes 
her fubftance with the moft dangerous precipita* ' 
lion: fhe is even deferted by her wonted vigor, 
fleadincfs, and intrepidity: (he grows vain , fan- ' 

tafticat, and pufillanimous : her arms are defpifed 
by her enemies ; and her councils ridiculed througfi 
all Cbrifteadom. 

5 XVIIL The Xing , in order to exhibit a fpe^ 
cimen of his defire to diminj(h the public expenfc, 
ordered the third and fourth troops of his life- 
guards to be dilbanded , and reduced three regi-P 
ments of horfe to the quality of dragoons. The 
Houfe of Commons prefented an addrefs of thanks 
for this inftance of economy , by which the annual 
fum of feventy thoufand pounds was faved to the 
nation. Notwithftanding this feeming harmony 
between the King and the great council of the 
nation, his Majefty refolvcd, with the advice of 
his council, to diflfolvc the prefent parliament, 
though the term of feven years was not yet expired 
fince its firft meeting. The miniftry affeded to 
infinuate, that the States-General were unwilling 
to concur with his Majefty in vigorous meafures 
againft France, during the exiftence of a parliament 
'which had undergone fuch a viciflitude of com- 
plexion. The allies of Great-Britain, far from 
'being fufpicious of this affembly, which had Ijip- 
plied them fo liberally, faw with concern, that, 
according to law, it would foon be di(mi(red}. 
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JB o o K and they doubted whether another could be pro* 
II. t cured equally agreeable to their purpofes. In or- 
1747. Jer to remove this doubt,. the miniftry refolvcd 
to furprife the kingdom with a new eledion , be- 
fore the malecontents (hould be prepared to oppofc 
the friends of the government. Accordingly, 
when the bufmefs of the feflion was difpatched, 
the King having given the royal affcntto the feveral 
ads they had prepared , difmiffed them in the 
month of June, with an affedionatc fpeech, that 
breathed nothing but tendernefs and gratitude. 
The parliament was immediately diflblved by pro- 
clamation, and new writs were iffued for convoking 
another. Among the laws paffcd in this fefliop, 
was an ad aboliQiing the heritable jurifdidions, 
and taking away the tenure of wardholdings in 
Scotbnd , which were reckoned among the princi- 
pal fources of thofe rebellions that had been ex- 
cited fince the Revolution. In the Highlands 
they certainly kept the common people in fubjec- 
tion to their chiefs, whom they implicitly follow- 
ed and obeyed in all their undertakings. By this 
ad thefe mountaineers were legally emancipated 
from flavery: but as the tenants enjoyed no leafes, 
and were at all times liable to be ejeded from 
their farms, they ftill depended on the pleafure 
of their lords, notwithftanding this interpofition 
of the legiflature, whi^h granted a valuable con- 
fideration in money to every nobleman and petty 
byon , who was thus deprived of One part of his 
inheritance. The forfeited eftates , indeed , were 
divided into fmall farms , and let by the govern- 
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ment on leafes at an under- value ; fo that thofc CHAK 
who had the good fortune to obtain fuch lcafe« ix. 
taftcd the fweets of independence: but the High- ^f^^ 
landers in general were left in their original indigence 
and incapacity, at the mercy of their fuperiors. 
Had manufadures and iifheries been eftablilhed in 
different parts of their country, they would have 
fecn and felt the happy confequences of induftry, 
and in a little time been effedlually detached from 
all their flavilh connexions. 

5 XiX, The operations of the campaign had 
been concerted in the winter at the Hague, betweea^ 
the Duke of Cumberland and the States-General 
of the United Provinces, who were by this time 
generally convinced of France's defign to encroach 
upon their territories. They , therefore, determined 
to take effectual meafures againft that reftlefs and 
ambitious neighbour. The allied powers agreed 
to affemble a vaft army in the Netherlands; and '^ 
it was refolved that the Auftrlans and Piedmontefe 
fhould once more penetrate into Provence. The 
Dutch patriots i however, weri not roufed into 
this exertioa^ until all their remonftrances had 
failed at the court of Verfailles ; until they had 
been urged by repeated memorials of the Englifh 
ambaffador, and ftimulatcd by the immediate dan- 
ger to which their country wasexpofed: for France 
was by this time pofleffejd of all the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, and feemed bent upon penetrating into the 
territories of the United-Provinces. In February, 
the Duke of Cumberland began to affemble the 
allied forces; and in the lauer end of March they 
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BOOK took the field in three fcpars^te bodies. His royal 
If. highnefs, with the Englifh, Hanoverians, and 
I74f. Htffi'ans, fixed his head-quarters at the village of 
T liberg: the Prince of Waldeck was pofted with 
the Dutch troops at Breda; and Marefchal Bathi- 
^ni colleded the Auftrians and Bavarians in the 
neighbourhood ot Venlo. The whole army 
^mounted to one hundred and twenty thoufand 
men, who lay inactive fix weeks, expofed to the 
inclemency of the weather, and almoft deftitute of 
forage and provifion. Count Saxc, by this time 
created marelchal-generai of France, continued 
his troops within their cantonments at Bruges, 
Antwerp, and Bruffels, declaring, that when the 
allied army fliould be weakened by ficknefs and 
mortality , he would convince the Duke of Cum- 
berland, that the firft duty of a general is to pro- 
vide for the health and prefervation of his troops. 
In April this fortunate commander took the field, 
at the head of one hundred and forty thoufand 
men ; and the Count the Clermont commanded a 
, feparate body of nineteen battalions and thirty 
fquadrons. Count Lowendahl was detached on 
the fixteenth day of the month, with feven-and^ 
twenty thoufand men, to invade Dutch Flanders: 
* at the fame time , the French minifter at the Hague 
prel'ented a memorial to the States, intimating, 
that l)is matter was obliged to take this ftep by 
the neceffity of war: but that his troops fhould 
obferve the ftriileft difcipline . without interfering 
with the religion , government, or comimerce of the 
f epublic ; he likewife declared , that the countries 
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and places of which he might be obliged to take CHAP, 
pofleffion Ihouid be detained no otherwife than as ix. 
a pledge, to be reftored as foon as the United ^^^7* 
Provinces fhould give convincing proofs that they 
-would no longer furnilh the enemies of France 
with fuccours. ^ 

§ XX. While the States deliberated upon this 
declaration, Count Lowendahl entered Dutch 
Brabant , and inverted the town and fortrefs of 
Sluys, the garrifon of which furrendered themfel- 
vcs prifoners of war on the nineteenth day of Aprif. 
This was likewife thefateof Sas-van-Ghent; while 
t\it Marquis de Contades , with another detachment^ 
reduced the forts Perle and Leifkenfhoek, with 
the town of Philippine , even within hearing of 
the confederate army. The fort of Sanberg "^as^ 
vigoroufly defended by two Engliflv battalions: 
but they were over-powered , and obliged to retire- 
to Welfthoorden ; and Count Lowendahl under^ 
took the fiege of Hulft, whkh was fliamefuUy 
furrendered by La Roque, the Dutch governor, 
though he knew that a re-enforcement of nin^ 
battalions was on the march to his relief. Then' 
the French general took pofTeflGon of Axel and 
Terneufe , and began to prepare flat-bottomed boats 
for a defccnt on the ifland of Zealand. The Dutch 
people were now ftruck with confternation. They 
law the enemy at their doorp, and owed their 
immediate prefervation to the Britifh fquadron 
ftationed at the Swin, under the command of 
Commodore Mitchel * , who, by means of hiis 

' Not the perfon who commanded in the Weft-Indies-- 
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BOOK floops, tenders, and fmall craft, took fuch meafures 
II. as defeated the intention of Lowendahl. The 
1747* common people in Zealand being reduced to dcf- 
pair^ began to clamor loudly againft their gover* 
nors, as if they had not taken the proper meafures 
for their fecurity. The friends of the Prmce of 
Orange did not neglcdl this opportunity of pro- 
rooting his intereft. They encouraged their dif- 
content; and exaggerated the danger : they reminded 
them of the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
fcv^nty-two , when the French King was at the 
g^tcs of Amfterdam*, and the republic was faved 
by the choice of a ftadtholder : they exhorted them 
to turn their eyes on the defcendant of thofe 
heroes who had cftablifhed the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the United-Provinces : they extolled 
bis virtue and ability; his generofiy, his jufticc, 
his unfhaken love to his country. 'The people 
in feveral towns, inflamed by fuch teprefentations 
to tumult and fedition J compelled their ma^iftrates 
to declare the Prince of Orange ftadtholder. He 
^mfelf, in a letter to the ftates of Zealand, of- 
fered his fervices for the defence of the pro* 
vince. On the twenty • eighth day of April 
he was nominated captain - general and Ad» 
miral of Zealand. Their example was followed 
by Rotterdam and the whole province of Holland ; 
and on the fccond day of May> the Prince of 
Orange was, in the affembly of the States-General, 
inverted with the power and dignity of ftadthol- 
der, captain-general, and Admiral of the United- 
Provinces. The vigorous confequences of this 
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refolution immediately appeared. All commerce C H A F* 
and contrads with the French were prohibited: IX. 
the peaCints were armed and exercifed: a refolu- ^^*^* 
tion pafled for making a confiderable augmenta- 
ton of the army : a council of war Avas eftablifh- , 
ed for inquiring into the condudl of the governors 
•who had given up the frontier- placcsj and orders 
vrerc ifTued to commence hoftilities againft the 
French , both by fea and land. 

§ XXI. Mean while , thfe Duke of Cumberland 
took port with his whole army between the two 
Ncthcs , to cover Bergen- op zoom and Maeftricht; 
and marefchal Saxe called in. his detachments, 
with a view to hazard a geneml engagement. In 
the latter end of May, the French King arrived 
at Bruffcls; and bis general refolved to undertake 
the fiegc of Maeftricht. For this purpofc he ad- 
vanced towards Louvain ; and the confederates 
perceiving his drift, began their march to take 
poft between the town and the enemy. On the 
twentieth day of June , they took poffeflion o£ 
their ground, and were drawn up in order of 
battle, with' their right at Bilfen , and their left 
extending to Wirlc, within a mile of Maeftricht, 
having in the front of their left wing the village 
of LafFeldt, in which they pofted fcveral battalions 
of Britifli infantry. The French had taken pof- 
feflion of the heights of Herdeercn, immediately 
above the allies : and both armies cannonaded each 
other till the evening. In the morning , the enemy's 
infantry marched down the hill , in a prodigious 
column , and attacked the village of Laffcldt, which 
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BOOK vras well foftified , and defended with amazing ob- 
II. ftinacy. The affailants fuffered terribly in their ap- 
1747. proach , from the cannon of the confederates , .which 
was fcrved with furprifing dexterity and fuccefs ; 
and they inet with fuch a warm teception from the 
Britifli mufquetry as they could not Avithftand : 
but, when they were broken and difperfed, frefli 
brigades fuccecded with allonilhing perfevcfance. 
The confederates were driven out of the village : 
yet being fuftained by three regiments, they meafured 
back their ground,and repulfed ^he enemy with great 
flaughtcr, Neverthelefs j Count Saxe continued 
pouring in other battalions^ and the French regained 
and maintained their footing in the village, after 
it had been three times loft and carried. The acftiori 
ivas chiefly confined to this poft , where the field 
exhibited a horrible fcene of carnage. At noori 
the Duke of Cumberland ordered the whole left 
wing to advance againft the enemy, whofe infantry 
gave way : Prince Waldeck led up the centre : Mare- 
fcbal Bathiani made a motion with the right win^ 
towards HerdeCren , and vidtory fcemed ready td 
declare for the confederates, wh^n the fortune of the 
day took a fudden turn to their prejudice* Several 
fquadrons of Dutch horfe , ported in the centre , 
gave way, and flying at full gallop, overthrew 
five battalions of infantry that were advancing from 
the body of rcfcrve. The French cavalry charged 
them with great impetuofity, increafing the confufion 
/ that was already produced, and penetrating through 
the lines of the allied army, which was thus divided 
about the centre. The Duke of Cumberland, who 

exerted 
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exerted himfelf with equal courage and adlivity in at- c H a ?. 
temptingto remedy thisdiforder, was in danger of ix. 
being taken ; and the defeat would in all probability «747. 
have been total , had not Sir John Ligonier taken the 
rcfolution of facrificing himfelf and a part of the 
troops to the fafcty of the army. At the head of 
three Britifli regiments of dragoons, and fomc 
fquadrons of Imperial horfe, he charged the whole 
line of the French cavalry , with fuch intrepidity 
and fuccefs, that he overthrew all that oppofed 
him, and made fuch a diverfion as enabled the 
Duke of Cumberland to effedl an orderly retreat 
to Maeflricht. He himfelf was taken by a French 
carabineer, after his horfe had been killed : but the 
regiments he commanded retired with deliberation. 
The confederates retreated to Maeftricht, without 
having fuftained much damage from the purfuit> 
and even brought off all their artillery , except fix- 
teen pieces- of cannon. Their lofs did rrot exceed 
fix thoufand men killed and taken; whereas the 
French general purchafed the vidory at a much 
greater expenfe. The conimon capfe of the con- 
federate powers is faid to have fuffered from the 
pride and ignorance of their generals. On the eve 
of the battle, when the detachment of the Count 
de Clermont appeared on the hill of Herdeeren , 
Marefchal Bathiani alkcd permiffion of the com- 
mander in chief to attack them before they Ihould 
be re-enforced , declaring he would anfwer for the 
fuccefs of the enterprifc. No regard was paid to 
this propofal : but the fupcrior aflked in his turn 
where the Marefchal would be in cafe he Ihould 
Vol. IV. Z 
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BOOK be wanted ? He replied , ^ I fhall always be 

II. found at the head of nay troops, " and retired in 

«T47» difguft. The fubfequent difpofition has likewife 

been blamed , inafmuch as not above one half of 

the army could ad, while the enemy exerted - 

their whole force. 

S XXII. The confederates pafled the MaVfe^ 
and encamped in the duchy of Limburgh , fo as 
to cover Macftricht; while the French King re- 
mained with his army in the neighbourhood of 
Tongres. iVIarefcfaal Saxe, having amufed the al- 
lies with marches and counter-marches , at length 
detached Count Lowendahl with fix-and-thirty 
ihoufand men to bcfiegc Bcrgen-op-zoom , the 
ftrongcft fortification of Dutch Brabant, the favor- 
ite work of the famous engineer Coehorn , never 
conquered, and generally efteemcd invincible. It 
was fccured with a garnfonof three thoufand mca» 
and well provided with artillery, ammunition, and 
magazines. The enemy appeared before it on the 
twelfth day of July , and fummoned the governor 
. to furrender. The Prince of Saxe Hildburghaufea 
was fent to its relief , with twenty battalions and 
fourteen fquadrons of the troops that could be moft 
conveniently affembled : he entered the lines of 
Bergen-op-zoom^ where he remained in cxpe^ation 
of a ftrong re-enforcement from the confederate 
army; and the old Baron Cronftrora,- wboni the 
Stadtholder had appointed governor of Brabant, 
affumcd the command of the garrifon. The be- 
fiegers carried on their operations with grtat viva- 
city 9 and the troops in the t5wu defended it with 
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equal vigor. The eyes of all Europe were tur- chap* 
ned upon this important fiege: Count Lowendahl ix^ 
received divers re-enforcements ; and a confiderablc *74r. 
body of troops was detached from the allied army» 
under the command of Baron Schwartzenberg , to 
co-operate with the Prince of Saxe-Hildburghaufen^ 
TTic French general loft a great number of men by 
the clofe and continual fire of the befieged; while 
he, in his turn, opened fucb a number of batteries^ 
and plied them fo warmly, that the defences began 
to give way. From the fixteenth day of July to 
the fifteenth of September, the fiege produced an 
tinintermitting fcene of horror and deftrudlion: 
dcfperatc fallics were made, and mines fprung with 
the moft dreadful efifedls 2 the works began to be 
(battered : the town was laid in aOies : the trenches 
Were filled with carnage : nothing was feen but 
fire and fmoke ; nothing heard but one continued 
r6ar of bombs and cannon. But , dill ^he damage 
fell chiefly on the beficgers, who were flain in 
heaps; while the garrifon fuffered very little, and 
could be occafionally relieved or re-enforced from 
the lines. In a word, it was generally believed 
that Count Lowendahl would be baffled in his en- 
deavours; and by this belief the governor of Bergen- 
op-zoom feems to have been lulled into a blind 
fecurity- At length, fome inconfiderable breaches 
Were made in one ravelin and two baftions , and 
thefe the French general refolved to ftorm, though 
Cronftrom believed they were impradlicable ; and 
on that fuppofition prefumed that the enemy would 
not ^tempt an aflauk^ For tl)is very reafoni 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



340 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

t O K Couilt Lowendahl refolved to hazard the attack * 
il. before the preparations fiu>uld be made for bis 
1747. reception. He accordingly regulated bis difpoficionf, 
and at four oclock in the morning, on the (ix- 
teenth day of September, the fignal was made for 
the affault. A prodigious quantity of bombs being 
thrown into the ravelin, his troops threw themfelves 
into the foflc, mounted the breaches, forced open 
a faliy-port, and entered the place, almoft without 
refiftance. In a word , they had time to extend 
themfelves along the curtains , and form in order 
of battle, before the garrifon could be affembled. 
Cronftrom was afleep , and the foldiers upon duty 
had been furprifed by the fuddennefs and impetu* 
ofity of the attack. Though the French had 
taken poffeflion of the ramparts, they did not gain 
the town without oppofition. Two battalions of 
the Scottifh troops , in the pay of the Statcs-Ge- 
heral, were affembled in the market-place, and^ 
attacked them with fuch fury, that they were dri- 
ven from ftreet to ftreet, until frefli re-enforcements 
arriving, compelled the Scots to retreat. in their 
turn: yet, they difputed every inch of ground, 
and fought until two thirds of them were killed 
upon the fpot. Then they brought oflf the old 
governor, abandoning the town to the /enemy: 
the troops that were encamped in the lines retrea- 
ting with great precipitation , all the forts in the 
neighbourhood immediately furrendercd to the 
vidors, who now became mailers of the whole 
navigation of the Schelde. The French King was 
no fooner informed of Lowendahl's fuccefs, then 
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he promoted bim to the rank of Marefchal of c H A P« 
France; appointed Count Saxe governor of the IX. 
conquered Netherlands ; and returned in triunaph *^^7' 
to Vcrfailles. In a little time after this tranfadion, 
both armies were diftributed into winter-quarters , 
and the Duke of Cumberland embarked for England. 
J XX I II. In Italy the French arms did not tri«. 
uraph with equal fuccefs, though the Marefchal 
de Belleifle faw himfelf at the he;id of a powerful 
army in Provence. In April he pafled the Vai 
without oppofition, and took poffefEon of Nice^ 
He met with little or no refiftance in reducing 
Mbntalban, Villafranca , and Ventimiglia; while 
General Brown, with eight-and-twenty thoufand 
Auftrians, retired towards Filial and Savona, In 
the mean time, another large body, under Count 
Schuylemberg, who had fucceeded the lyiarquis 
de Botta , co-operated with fifteen thoufand Pied-* 
montefe in an attempt to recover the city of Genoa. 
The French King had fcnt thither fupplies, fuc- 
cours, and engineers, with the Duke de Boufflers, 
as ambaffador to the republic , who likewife aded 
as commander in chief of the forces employed foir 
its defence. The Auftrian general affembled his 
troops in the Milanefe : having forced the paffage 
of the Bochetta on the thirteenth of January, ho 
advanced into the territories of Genoa, and the 
Riviera was ravaged without mercy. On the laft 
day of March be appeared before the city, at tho 
head of forty thoufand men , and fummoned the 
revolters to lay down their arms. The anfwer he 
received was, that the republic had fifty-four 

Z J 
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P O O K tboufand men in arms ; two hundred and lixty can- 
II. non , thirty*four mortars, with> abundance of ammu- 
<T47« nitioo and provifion : that they would defend their 
liberty with their lad blood, and be buried in the 
ruins of their capital, rather than fubmit to the 
clemency of the court of Vienna, except by an 
honorable capitulation, guaranteed by the Kings of 
Great Britain and Sardinia, the repubhc of Ve- 
nice , and the United Provinces. In the beginning 
of May , Genoa was invefted on all Cidts : a fu- 
rioiis fally was made by the Duke de BoufRers , 
who drove the befiegcrs from their pofts ; but 
the Auftrians rallying, he was repulfed in his 
turn , with the lofs of feven hundred men. Gene- 
ral Schuylemberg carried on his operations with 
fuch (kill , vigor, and intrepidity , that he made 
himfeif mafter of the fuburbs of Bifagno; ahd in 
all probability would have reduced th^ city , had 
not he been obliged to defifl; , in confequence of 
the repeated remonftrances made by the King of 
Sardinia and Count Brown , who reprefented the 
necedity of his abandoning bis enterprife , and 
drawing ofif his army , to cover Piedmont and 
Lombardy from the eflForts of Marefchat de Bel- 
leifle. Accordingly, he raifed the fiege on the 
tenth day of June, and returned into the" jVlilan* 
cfe , in order to join his Sardinian Majefty : while 
the Genoefe made an irruption into the Parmefan 
and Placentin, where they committed terrible out- 
rages, in revenge for the mifchiefs theyhad undergone; 
$ XXIV. While the Marefchal de Bellcine 
remained at Ventimiglia » his brother » at the head 
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of four -and -thirty thoufarid Frcncli and Spa- CHAF* 
niards, attempted to penetrate into Piedmont : on ix. 
the fixth day of July he arrived at the pafs of i74r. 
Exilles, a ftrong fortrcfs on the frontiers of Dau- 
phine, fituated on the north fide of the river Do- 
Tia.^ The defence of this important poft the King of 
Sardinia bad committed to the care of the Count 
de Brigueras, who formed an encampment behind 
the lineii , with fourteen battalions of Piedmontefc 
and Auftrians , while divers detachments were 
pofted along all the paffes of the Alps. On the 
eighth day of the month the Piedmontefe in- 
trenchments were attacked by the Chevalier de 
Bclleifle , with incredible intrepidity : but the co- 
lumns were rcpulfed with great lofs in three fuc- 
ceffive attacks. Impatient of this obftinate oppo- 
fition, and determined not to furvive a mifcarriage^ 
this impetuous general feized a pair of colors, and 
advancing at the head of his troops \ through a 
prodigious fire, pitched them with his own band 
on the enemy's intrenchmcnts. At that inflant he 
fell dead , having received two mufquct-b^alls and 
the thrufl: of a bayonet in his body. .The alTailants 
were fo much difpirited by the death of their 
comms^nder, that they forthwith gave way, and 
retreated with precipitation towards NScfiriers,^ ha- 
ving loft near five thoufand men in the attack. 
1 he Marefchal was no fooner informed oMbis bro- 
ther's misfortune than he retreated towards the 
Var, to join the troops from Exilles: while the King 
of Sardinia, havitig affemblcd an army of feventy 
thoufand men^ threatened Dauphine with an in^ 

Z4 . 
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B o p K vafion : but the exccflivc rains prevented the 

II. execution of his defign. General Leutrqm was 

1747. detached with twenty battalions to drive the 

French from Ventimiglia ; but , Bellciflc marching 

back, that fcheme was likewife fruftrated: and 

thus ended the campaign. 

5 XXV. In this manner was the French King baffled 
in his projedls upon Italy : nor was he more foaunate 
in his naval operations. He bad in the preceding 
year, equipped an cxpenfive armament, under 
the command of the Duke d*Anville , for the 
recovery of Cape-Breton : but it was rendered 
jnefifedual by ftorms , diftcmpers , and the death 
of the commander. Not yet difcouraged by thefe 
difafters , he refolved to renew his efforts againft 
the Britiib coloniejJ in North«Amcrica, and their 
fettlements in the Eaft-Indies. For thefe purpofcs 
two fquadrons were prepared at Breft, one to be 
commanded by the Comaiodore de laJonquiere; and 
the other , deftined for India, by Monfieur de St- 
George. The mintftry of Great-Britain, being ap- 
prized of thefe meafurcs, refolved to intercept both 
fquadrons, which were to fet fail together. For 
this purpofe Vice-Admiral Anfon and Rear Ad- 
miral Warren took their departure from Plymouth 
with a formidable fleet , and (leered their courfe 
to Cape Finifterre on thecoaft ofGallicia. On the 
third c^ of May they fe^l in with the French 
fquadrons commanded by La' Jonquiere and St. 
George, confifting of fix large fhips of war, as 
many frigates , and four armed vcflcls equip- 
ped by their Eaft-India company , having under 
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their convoy about thirty (hips laden with radr- c H A F. 
chandize. Thofe prepared for war immediately j^. 
Oiortencd fail , and formed a line o^f battle ; while 1747. 
the reft i under the protedlion of the fix frigates, 
proceeded on their voyage with all the fail they 
could carry. The Britilh fquadron was likcwife 
drawn up in line of battle : but Mr. Warren per- 
ceiving that the enemy began to fheer off, now their 
convoy was at a confiderable diftance , advifcd 
Admiral Anfon to hauj in the fignal for the line, 
and hpift another for giving chafe and engaging, 
otherwife the French would in all probability efcape 
by favor of the night. The propofal was embraced; 
and in a little time the engagement began with 
great fury, about four o'clock in the afternoon. 
The enemy fuftained the battle with equal conduft 
and v^lor, until tljey were overpowered by num- 
bers, and then they ftruck their colors. The Ad- 
miral detached three fliips inpurfuit of the convoy, 
nine fail of which were taken; but the reft were faved 
by the intervening darknefs. About feven hundred 
of the French wefe killed and wounded in this 
adion. The Englifh loft about five hundred ; and 
among thefe. Captain Grenville, commander of 
the fliip Defiance. He was nephew to the Lord 
Vifcount Cobham , a youth of the moft amiable 
character and promifing genius , animated with the 
nobleft fentiments of honor and patriotifm. Eager 
in the purfuit of glory , he rufhed into the midft 
of the battle , where both his legs were cut off 
by a cannon-ball. He fubmitted to bis fate with 
the moft heroic refignation, and died univerfally 
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BOOK '^mcntcd and beloved. The fuccefs of the 
II. Bniifl) arms in this engagement was chiefly owing 

. 1747. to the condudi adivity , and courage of the Rear 
Admiral. A confidcrable quantity of bullion was 
found in the prizes, which were brought to Spit- 
head in triumph; and the trcafure being landed, 
was conveyed in twenty waggons to the bank 
of London. Admiral Anfon was ennobled, and 
Mr. Warren honored with the order of the Bath. 
$ XXVI. About the middle of June, Commo* 
dore Fox, with fix (hips of war cruifing in the latitude 
of Cape Ortegal in Gallicia , took above forty 
French Ihips, richly laden from St. Domingo, after 
they had been abandoned by their convoy. But the 
French King fuftaineJanother more important lofs at 
ica, in the month of Odober. Rear- Admiral Hawke 
failed from Plymouth in the beginning of Auguft, 
with fourteen (hips of the line, to intercept a fleet of 
Frertch merchant-(hips bound for the Weft-Indies. 
He cruifed for fomfe time on the coaft of Bretagnej 
and at length the French fleet failed from the iflc 
of Aix, under convoy of nine (hips of the line, 
befides frigates, commanded by Monlieur dc 
Letendeur. On the fourteenth day of Odobe^ the 
t^o fquadrons were in fight of each other in the 
latitude of Belleifle. The French Commodore imme- 
diately ordered one of his great (hips and the frigates 
to proceed with the trading (hips, while he for- 
med the line of battle, and waited the attack. 
At eleven in the forenoon Admiral Hawke dif. 
played the fignal to chafe , and in half an hour 
both fleets were engaged. The battle laflied till 
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night, when all the French fquadron, except the chap. 
Intrepide and Tenant, bad Ilruck to the KngliQi jx. ' 
flag, Thcfe two capital Ibips^ efcaped in the dark , »747. 
and returned to Brefl in a fliattered condition. 
The French captains fuftaincd the unequal fight 
with uncommon bravery and refolution , and did 
laot yield until their fliips were diCablcd. Their 
lo£5 in men amounted to eight hundred: the num- 
ber of Englifh killed in this engagement did not 
exceed two hundred , including Captain Saumarez^ 
a gallant officer , who had ferved under Lord 
Anfon in his expedition to the Pacific Ocean. In* 
deed , it muft be owned , for the honor of that 
nobleman, that all the officers formed under his 
example, and raifed by his influence, approved 
themfelves in all refpeds worthy of the commands 
to which they were preferred. Immediately after 
the adibn. Admiral Hawke difpatched a floop 
to Commodore Leggc , whofe fquadron was 
ftationed at the Leeward Iflands , with intelligence 
of the French fjeet of merchant-fhips , outward 
bound, that he might take the proper meafures 
for intercepting them in their paffage to Martinique, 
and , the other French iflands. In confequence of 
this advice, be redoubled his vigilance, and a 
good number of them fell into his hands. Ad« 
miral Hawke conduded his prizes to Spichead; 
and in bis letter to the board of Admiralty de* 
clared that all his captains behaved like men of 
lionor during the engagement , except Mr. Fox^ 
whofe condudl he defired might be fubjcded to 
an inquiry* That gentleman was accordingly tried^ 
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BOOK by a court-martial , and fufpendcd from his com- 
f f- mand, for having followed the advice of his officers, 
contrary to his own better judgment: but he was 
fooo reftored, and afterwards promoted to the rank 
of Admiral ; while Mr. Matthews , whofc courage 
never incurred fufpicion, ftill labored under a 
fufpenfion for that which had been fuccefsfuIJy 
pradMcd in both thcfe late adions, namely , enga- 
ging thjc enemy without any regard to the line of 
battle. 

5 XXVII. fn the TVIediterranean Vice- Admiral 
Medley blocked up the Spanifli fquadron in Cartba* 
gena ; aflifted the Auftrian general on the coaft of 
Villafranca; and intercepted fome of the fuccours 
fent from France to the affiftancc of the Genoefe. 
At his death, which happened in the beginning 
of Augfuft , the command of that fquadron devolved 
upon Rcar-Admiral Byng, who proceeded on the 
fame plan of operation. In the fummcr, two Bri- 
tiflh (hips of war having under their convoy a fleet 
of merchant-fhips bound to North-America , fell 
in with the Gloriofo, a Spanilh fliip of eighty 
guns, in the latitude of the Wcftern ffles. . She 
had failed from the Havannah, with an immenfc 
treafure on board, and muft have fallen a prize to 
the Englifli (hips, had each captain done his duty. 
Captain ErQcine, in the Warwick, of (ixty guns, 
attacked her with great intrepidity, and fought 
until his (hip was entirely difabled : but being 
unfuftained by his confort, he was obliged to haul 
ofiF, and the Gloriofo arrived in fafety at Ferrol : 
there the filver wa5 landed , and (he proceeded on 
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her voyage to Cadiz, which, however, flbc did not chap. 
reach. She w^s encountered by the Dartmouth, ix. 
a Biitifh frigate of forty guns, commanded by *7*"' 
Captain Hamilton, a. gallant youth, whonotwith- 
ftanding the inequality of force, engaged her without 
hefitation : but in the heat of the adion , his (hip 
being fet on fire by accident, was blown up, and 
he periflied with all his crew, except a midfliipman 
and ten or eleven failors, who were taken up 
alive by a privateer that happened to be in fight. 
Favorable as this accident may feem to the Glorio- 
fo, (he did not efcape. An Englifh (hip of eighty 
guns, under the command of Captain Buckle, 
came up, and obliged the Spaniards to furr^^nder, 
after a (hort but vigorous engagement. Commo- 
dore Griffin had been fent, with a re*enforccment 
of (hips, to a{rume the command of the fqnadron 
in the Eaft Indies ; and although his arrival fecurcd 
Fort St. David's , and the other Britifh fettlements 
in that country, from the infults of IVlonficur dc 
la Bourdonnais, his ftrength was not fufficient to 
enable him to undertake any entcrprife of importance 
againft the enemy : the miniftry of England , there- 
fore, refolved to equip a freOi armament, that 
when joined by the (hips in India (hould be in a 
condition to befiege Pondicherry , the principal 
fettlement belonging to the French on the coaft 
of Coromandel. hot this fervice, a good number 
of independent companies was raifed , and fet fail , 
in the fequel , with a ftrong fquadron under the 
condud of Rear. Admiral Bofcawcn , an officer 
of uaqueftioned valor and capacity, la the courfe 
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BOOK of this year, the Britifh cruifcrs were fo alert and 

II. fuccefsful » that they took fix hundred and forty-four 

^747- prizes from the French and Spaniards, whereat 

the lofs of Great Britain in the fame time, did 

not exceed five hundred and fifty. 

S XXVIII. All the beUigerent po^^ers were by 
this time heartily tired of a war which had con- 
fumed an immenfity of treafure , had been produc- 
tive of fo much mifchief , and in the events of which 
ali ^ in their turns , had found themfelves dtfap- 
pointed. Immediately after the battle of LafFeldt, 
the King of France had , in a perfonal converfatioa 
with Sir John Ligonier, exprcffed his defire of a 
pacification ; and afterwards his roinifier at the 
Hague prefcnted a declaration on the feme fubjed 
to the deputies of the States-General. The fignal 
fpccefs of the Britifli arms at fea confirmed him 
in thcfefentiments, which were likewife re-enforced 
by a variety of other confiderations. His finances 
were almoft exbaufted, and his fupplies from the 
Spanilh Weft-Indies rendered fo precarious by the 
vigilance of the Briti{h cruifers, that he could no 
longer depend upon their arrival. The trading part 
of his fubjeds had fuftained fuch lofies , that his king- 
dom was filled with bankruptcies; and the beft part 
of his navy now contributed to ftrengthen the fleets 
of his enemies. The eledlion of a ftadtholder had 
united the wl^ole power of the States - General 
againft him , in taking the moft refolute meafures 
for their own fafety : his views in Germany were 
entirely fruftrated by the elevation of the Grand 
Duke to the Imperial throne ^ and the re^eftablilh- 
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inent of peace between tbe houfes of Aullria and c H A p« 
Brandenburgh: tbe fuccefs of his arms in Italy IX. 
had not at all anfwered his expcdlation ; and^ *'♦'• 
Genoa was become an expen five ally. He h^d the 
mortification to fee the commerce of Britain flourifli 
in the midft of war, while his own people were 
utterly impoverilhed. Tbe parliament of England 
granted, and the nation paid fuch incredible fums 
•^s enabled their fovereign not only to maintain 
invincible navies and formidable armies, but like-* 
wife to give fabfidies to all tbe powers of Europe. He 
knew that a treaty of this kind was adualiy 
upon the anvil between his Britannic Majefty and 
the Czarina , and he began to be apprebenfive of 
feeing an army of Ruffians in the Netherlands* 
His fears ffom this quarter were not without 
foundation. In the month of November , the 
Earl of Hyndford, ambaffador from the King of 
Great-Britain at tbe court of Ruffia, concluded a 
treaty of fubfidy , By which the Czarina engaged ta . 
bold in readinefs thirty thoufand men, and forty 
galties , to be employed in the fervice of the con- 
federates, on the firft requifition. The StatesGe* 
neral acceded to this agreement , and even con- 
fcnted to pay one-fourth of the fubfidy. His moft 
Chriftian Majefty, naoved by thefc confiderations, 
made further advances towards an accommodation 
both at the Hague and in London ; and the con- 
tending powers agreed to another congrefs, which, 
was adualiy opened in March at Aixla-Chapellc, 
where the Earl of Sandwich and Sir Thomaa 
Robinfon affifted as plenipotentiaries from the 
King of Great-Britain. 
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BOOK $ XXIX. The eledions for the new parliament 
IK in England had been conduded fo as fully to an- 
1747. fvrcr the purpofcs of the Duke of Newcaftie, and 
his brother Mr. Pelham , who had for fome time 
wholly engroffed the ad mi nift ration. Both Houfes 
were affcmbled on the tenth day of November, 
whenvMr. Onflow was unanimoufly re-elecled 
Speaker of the Commons. The feflion was open- 
ed , as ufual , by a fpeech from the throne , con- 
gratulating them on the fignal fucceffes of the 
Bntifh navy, and the happy alteration in the go- 
vernment of the United Provinces. His Majefty 
gave them to underftand , that a congrefs would 
fpeedily be opened at AixJa-Chapelle , to concert 
the means for effeding a general pacification ; and 
reminded them that nothing would more conduce 
to the fucccfs of this negociation than the vigor 
and unanimity of their proceedings. He received 
fuch addreffes as the miniftcrs were pleafed to 
didate. Oppofition now languiflied at their feet. 
The Duke of Bedford was become a courtier, 
and in a little time appointed fecretary of ftate, 
in the roam of the Earl of Chefterfield , who had 
lately executed that 6ffice which he now refigned ; 
and the Earl of Sandwich no longer harangued 
againfl: the adminiftraMon. This new Houfe of 
Commons , in imitation of the liberality of their pre- 
deceffors, readily gratified all the requefts of the 
government. They voted forty thoufand fca- 
men , forty - nine thoufand land - forces , be- 
fidcs eleven tJioufand five hundred marines ; 

the 
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the fobfidics for the Queen of Hungary, the Czarina , chap. 
the King of Sardinia, the Eleftors of Mentz and Ba- ix. 
varia, the Heflians, and the Duke of Wolfcnbuttel: *747* 
the fum of two hundred thirty-five thoufand feven 
hundred and forty-nine pounds was granted to the 
provinces ofNew*England, to re-imburfe them for 
the cxpenfc of reducing Cape-Breton : five hundred 
thoufand pounds were given to his Majefty for the 
vigorous profecution of the war ; and about one 
hundred and fifty-two thoufand pounds to the Scot- 
tifli claimants , in lieu of their jurifdidion. The 
fupplies for tlie enfuing year fell very little (horc 
of nine millions, of which the greater part was raifed 
op a loan by fubfcription , chargeable on a new 
fubfidy of poundage exaded from all merchandife 
imported into Great-Britain. Immediately after the 
rebellion was fuppreffed the legiflature had efta- 
blifhed fome regulations in Scotland , which were 
thought neceffary to prevent fuch commotions for 
the future. The Highlanders were difarmed , and 
an ad pafTed, for abolifhing their peculiarity of 
garb, which was fuppofed to keep up party-diflinc* 
tions , to encourage their martial difpofition , and 
prefcrve the memory of the exploits achieved by 
their anceftors. In this feflion a bill was brought 
in to C4:iforce the execution of that law ,. and pafled 
with another ad , for the more effedual punifliment 
of high treafod in thcHighlands of Scotland. The 
pradice of infuring French and Spanifli fhips at 
London being deemed the fole circuknftance that 
prevented a total ftagnation of commerce in thoft 
Vol. IV. A a 
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BOOK countries , it was prohibited by law under fevcre 
II, penalties ; and this ftep of the Britifli parliament 
accelerated the conclufion of the treaty. Several 
other prudent meafures were taken in the courfe of 
this feflion , for the benefit of the public ; and among 
thefe we may reckon ai> adl for encouraging the 
manufadlure of indigo in the Britifli plantations of 
North-America; an article for which Great-Britaia 
ufed to pay two hundred thoufand pounds yearly 
to the fubjedls of France. The fcllion was clofed 

Ao. i74«. ^^ ^^^ thirteenth day of May , when the King de- 
clared to both Houfes, that the preliminaries of a 
general peace were actually figned at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle by the minifters of Great-Britain , France^ 
and the United-Provinces; and that the bafis of 
this accommodation was a general reftitution of 
the conquefts which had been made during the 
war. Immediately after the prorogation of parlia- 
ment hisMajefty fet out for his German dominions, 
after having appointed a regency to rule the realm 
in his abfence. 

§ XXX. The articles itfight have been made much 
lefs unfavorable to Great-Britain and her allies, had 
the miniftry made a proper ufe of the treaty with 
the Czarina; and if the confederates had adled with 
more vigor and expedition' in the beginning of the 
campaign. The Ruffian auxiliaries might have 
been tranfported by fea to Lubeck before the end 
of the preceding fummer, in their own gallies 
which had been lying ready for ufe fincc the 
month of July. Had this expedient been ufed. 
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the RuHan troops would have joined the confe- chap. 
derate army before the conclufion of the laft ix. 
campaign. But this eafy and expeditious method ^?48. 
of conveyance was rejcded for a march by land , 
of incredible length and difficulty , which could 
riot be begun before the /month of January, nor 
accomplifhed till Midfummer. The operations of 
the campaign had been concerted at the Hague in 
Januaty, by the refpedive miniftcrs of the allies, 
who refolvcd to bripg an army of one hundred and 
ninety thoufand men into the Netherlands , in 
order to compel the French to abandon the 
barrier which they had conquered. The towns 
of Holland became the fcenes of tumult and infur* 
redion. The populace plundered the farmers of 
the revenue, aboIiQied the taxes , and infulted 
the magiftrates ; fo that the Statcs-General , feeing 
their x:ountry on the brink of anarchy and confu- 
fion, authorized the Prince of Orange to make 
fuch alterations as he (bould fee convenient. 
They prefcnted him with a diploma , by which 
he was conllituted hereditary ftadtholder and 
captain-general of Dutch-Brabant , Flanders, and 
the upper quarter of Gueldcrland ; and the Eaft- 
India company appointed him diredlor and gover- 
nor-general of their commerce and fettlements in 
the Indies. Thus invefted with an authority 
unknown to his anceftors , he ^exerted himfelf 
with equal induftry and difcretion in new-model- 
ling , augmenting , and affcmblin^ the troops of 
the republic. The confederates^ knew that the 

A a ^ 
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i^ o o K Count de Siixe had a defign upon Maeftricht : 
II. the Auftrian general Bathiani made repeated re- 
»74S. mondrances to the Britifh miniftry, entreating them 
^ to take fpeedy ipeafures for the prefervation of 
that tortrefs. He in the month of January pro- 
pofed that the Duke of Cumberland (hould crofs 
the fea, and confer with the Prinfce of Orange on 
this fubjedl : he undertook , at the peril of his 
bead, to cover JVlaeftrieht with fevcnty thouland 
men , from all atucks of the enemy : but his reprc- 
fcnta,tions feemed to have made very little impref- 
fion on thofe to whom they were addrefled. The 
Duke of Cumberland <^»d not depart from Eng- 
land till towards the latter end of February : part 
of March was elapfcd, before the tranfports (ailed 
from the Nore with the additional troops and ar- 
tillery ; and the laft drafts from the foot-guards 
were not embarked till the middle of Auguft. 

J XXXI. The different bodies of the confederate 
forces joined each other , and encamped in the 
oeighbourhood of Ruremonde , )to the number of 
one hundred and ten thoufand men ; and the 
French army invefled Maeftricht , without op- 
pofition , on the third day of April. The gar- 
rifon confifted of Imperial and Dutch troops , 
under the condud of the governor , Baron d'Aylva, 
who defended the place with extraordinary flcill 
and rcfolution. He annoyed the befiegers in re- 
peated fallies; but they were determined to fur- 
mount all oppdfition , and profecuted their ap- 
proaches with incredible ardor. They affaulted 
the covered-way, and there eflfcded a lodgement, 
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after ao obftinate difpute, iCLwhich they loft two CH AF 
thoufand of their beft troops: but, next day they IX. 
were entirely diflodged by the gallantry of the ^74i. 
garrifon. Thefe hoftilities were fuddenly fufpended, 
in confequence of the preliminaries figned at Aix* 
ia Chapelle. The plenipotentiaries agreed , that , 
for the glory of his Chriftian IMajefty's arms, the 
town of Maeftricht fhoulci be furrendered to his 
general, on condition that it (hould be reftorcd, 
with all the magazines and artillery. He accordingly 
took poffeflion of it on the third day of May , 
when the garrifon marched out with all the ho- 
nors of war ; and a ceffation of arms immediately 
cnfued. By this time the Ruffian auxiliaries , to 
the number of thirty-feven thoufand, commanded 
by Prince Repnin , had arrived in Moravia , where 
they were reviewed by their Imperial Majefties : 
then they proceeded to the confines of Franconia, 
nvhere they were ordered to hah , after they had 
marched feven hundred miles fince the beginning 
of the year. The French King declared, that 
fhould they advance farther, he would demolifli 
the fortifications of Maeftricht and Bergen-op- 
zoom. This difpute was referred to the plenipo- 
tentiaries , who , in the beginning of Auguft, con- 
cluded a convention, importing, that the Ruffian 
troops fliould return to their own country ; and 
that the French King fhould dilband an equal 
number of his forces. The feafon being far ad* , 
vanced , the Ruffians were provided with winter- 
quarters bx Bohemia and Moravia , where they 

A a J 
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BOOK continued till the fpring , when they ftiarcbed 
ji. back to Livonia. In the mean time feveu-and- 
«r4«. thirty thoufand French troops were withdrawn 
from Flanders intoPicardy, and the two armies 
^eoiaincd quiet till the conclufion of the definitive 
treaty. The fufpcnfion of arms was proclaimed at 
London, and in all the capiuls of the contrad:ing 
powers: orders were fent to the refpedive Admirals 
in different parts of the world , to refrain from 
hoflilities ; and a communication of trade and in* 
telligence was again opened between the nations 
vrbich had been at variance. No material trant 
adion diftinguifhed the campaign in Italy. The 
French and Spanilh troops, who had joined the 
Genoefein the territories of the republic, amounted 
to thirty thoufand men , under the diredion of 
the Duke de Richelieu, who was fent from France 
to afTume that command, on the death of the 
Duke de Boufflers; while Marefchal de Belleifle, 
at the head of fifty thoufand men , covered the 
vreftern Riviera , which was threatened with an 
invafion by forty thoufand Auftrians and Pied^ 
montefe , under General Leutrum. At the fame 
time General Brown, with a more numerous army, 
prepared to reenter the eaflern Riviera, and re» 
commence the fiege of Genoa. But thefe intended 
x>perations were prevented by an armiftice, which 
took place as foon as the belligerent powers had 
acceded to the preliminaries. 

$ XXXII. In the Eaftlndies , Rear-Admiral Bof. 
cawen undertook the ficge of Pondichcrry, which. 
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in the month of Auguft, he blocked up by fea chap* 
with his fquadron, and inverted by land with a jx. 
fniall army of four thoufand Europeans, and about '?♦•' 
two thoufand natives of that country. He profe* 
cuted tke enterprife with great fpirit, and took 
the fort of Area Coupan , at the diftance of three 
Qiiles from the town : then he made his approaches 
to the place, againft which he opened batteries, 
while it was bombarded and cannonaded by the 
{hipping. But the fortifications were fo ftrong , 
the garrifon fo numerous , and the engineers of 
the enemy fo expert in their profeflion , that he 
made very little progrefs, and fuftained confiderable 
damage. At length, his army being diminifhed 
by ficknefs, and the rainy feafon approaching, he 
ordered the artillery and (lores to be re-embarked ; 
and raifmg the fiege on the fixth day of Odober, 
returned to fort St. David, after having loft about 
a thoufand men id this expedition. In the fecjucl, 
fcveral (hips of his fquadron, and above twelve 
hundred failors , peri(hed in a hurricane. The 
naval force of Great- Britain was more fuccefsful 
in the Weft-Indies. Rear- Admiral Knowles, with 
a fquadron of eight (hips , attacked Fort Louis , 
on the fouth (ide of Hifpaniola , which after a 
warm adion of three hours was furrcndered on 
capitulation, and difmantlcd. Then he made an ' 

abortive attempt upon St. Jago de Cuba, and re- 
turned to Jamaica, extremely chagrined at his 
difappointment , which he imputed to the mifcon* 
dud of Captain Dent , wh9 was tried in England 
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BOOK by a court-martial , and honorably acquitted. On 
"• the firft day of Odlober, the fameAdmirar cruifmg 
in the neighbourhood of thcHavannah , with eight 
Ihips of the line » encountered a Spanifh fquadron 
of nearly the fame ftrength, under the command 
of the Admirals Reggio andSpinola. The engage- 
ment began between two and three o'clock in 
the afternoon, and continued with intervals till 
eieht in the evening , when the enemy retired to 
the Havannah , with the lofs of two fhips ; one of 
which ftruck to the Britilh Admiral, and the other 
was, two days after, fet on fire by her own cona- 
niander, that (he might not fall into the hands of 
the Englifh. Mr. Knowles taxed fome of his cap- 
tains with misbehaviour , and they recriminated 
on his condud* On their return to England , a 
court-martial was the confequence of their mutual 
accufations. Thofe who adhered to the com* 
Jtnandcr, and the others whom he impeached, 
were inflamed againft each other with the moft 
rancorous refientment. The Admiral hiwfelf did 
not efcape uncenfured : two of his captains were 
reprimanded : but Captain Holmes, who had dif- 
played uncommon courage , was honorably ac- 
quitted. Their animofities did not end with the 
couct-martiaK A bipodlefs encounter happened 
between the Admiral and Captain Powlet : but 
Captain Innes and Captain Clarke , meeting by 
appointment in Hyde-park with piftols, the former 
was mortally wounded, and died next morning; 
the latter was tried , and condemned for murder , 
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but indulged with his Majcfty*s pardon. No naval CHAP. 
tranfadion of any confequence happened in* the ix. 
European feas , during the courfe of this fummer. ^'^^* 
In January , indeed , the Magnanime , a French 
fhip of the h'ne , was taken in the channel by two 
Englifli cruifers, after an obftinate engagement; 
and the privateers took a confiderable number of 
merchant-flhips from the enemy. 

$ XXXIII. The plenipotentiaries ftill continued 
at Aix-la-Chapelie , difcuffing all the articles of the 
definitive treaty , which was at length concluded 
and figned on the feventh day of Odober. It was 
founded on former treaties, which were now ex- 
prefsly confirmed, from that of Weftphalia to the 
laft concluded at London and Vienna. The con- 
trading parties agreed , That all prifoners on each 
fide fhould be mutually releafed, without ranfom, 
and all conquefts reftored : That the duchies ol 
Parma , Placentia , and Guaftalla fl)ould be ceded 
as a fettlement to the Infant Don Philip , and the 
heirs-male of his body ; but in cafe of his afccnding 
the throne of Spain, or of the two Sicilies, or his 
dying without male-iffue , that they fhould revert 
to the Houfe of Auftria : That the King of Great- 
Britain (hould, immediately after the ratification 
of this treaty, fend two perfons of rank and dif- 
tindion , to refidc in France , as hoftages , until 
reftitution fliould be made of Cape-Breton , and all 
the other conquefts which his Britannic IVlajefty 
fhould have achieved in the Eaft or Weft-Indies , * 
before or after the preliminaries were figned: That 
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BOOK the aflfiento contraA, ^ith the article of the annual 
IL /hip, fhould be confiriDed for four years, durirg 
174& which the enjoyment of that privilege was fuf- 
pciided fince the conaracnccnaent of the prefent 
war : That Dunkirk fhould rcnoain fortified on the 
land-fide , and cowards/ the fea continue on the 
footing of former treaties. All the con trading 
powers became guarantees to the King of Pru&ia 
for the duchy of Silelia and the county of Glatz, 
as he at prefent poffeffed them; and they likewife 
engaged to fecure the hmprefs-Queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia in poffeflion of her hereditary domi- 
nions, according to the pragmatic fandion. The 
other articles regulated the forms and times fixed 
for this, mutual reftitution, as well as for the ter* 
mination of hoftilities in different parts of the 
world. But the right of Englifh fubjeds to navi- 
gate in the American leas, without being fubjedl 
to fearch, was not once mentioned, though this 
claim was the original fource of the differences 
between Great-Britain and Spain : nor were the 
limits of Acadia afcertained. This and all other 
difputes were left to the difcuffion of comroifTaries. 
We have already obferved , that after the troubles 
of the empire began, the war was no longer main- 
tained on Britifh principles. It became a conti- 
nental conteft , and was profecuted on the fide of 
the allies without condud , fpirit , or unanimity. 
In the Netherlands they were outnumbered and 
outwitted by the enemy. They never hazarded a 
battle without fuftaining a defeat. Their vaft 
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armies , paid by Great Britain , lay inadlive , and c H A P. 
beheld one fortrcfs reduced after another , until ix. 
the whole country was fubdued , and as their ge- *748. 
nerals fought their plenipotentiaries negociatcd. 
At a time when their affairs began to wear the 
moft promifing afpedl; when the arrival of the 
Ruffian auxiliaries would have fecured an un« 
doubted fuperioiity in the field; when the Britifh 
fleets had trampled on the naval power of France 
and Spain , intercepted their fupplies of treafure , 
and cut off all their refources of commerce ; the 
Britifh minifters feemed to treat, without the lead 
regard to the honor and advantage of their country. 
They left Her moft valuable and neceffary rights 
of trade unowricd and undecided: they fubfcribed 
to the infolent demand of fending the nobles of 
the realm to grace the court , and adorn the 
triumphs of her enemy : and they tamely gave up 
her conquefts in North - America , of more confe- 
quence to her traffic than all the other dominfon^ 
for which the powers at war contended : they gave 
up the important ifle of Cape-Breton , in exchange 
for a petty fadory in the Eaft-Indies, belonging 
to a private company , whofe exiftencc had been 
deemed prejudicial to the commonwealth. What 
then were the fruits which Britain reaped from 
this Jong and defperate war? A dreadful cxpenfc 
of blood and treafure * , difgrace upon difgrace , 

Such an expenfive war couM not be maintained wi'hout 
a very extraordinary exertion of a commercial fpirit: ac 
cordingly , we find that Great-Britain , fince the death of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3^4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. fi 

• o K an additional load of grievous impofitions , and 
II. the national debt accnmulated to the enormous 
*'♦'• fum of eighty millions fterling. 

King 'William, has rifen under her preffures with increafipd 
vigor and perfeverance. Whether it be owing to the na- i* 
toral progreflion of trade extending itfelf from its origin 
to its acme or ne plus ultra ^ or to the encouragement 
given by the adminiilration to monied men of all denomi- 
tiations; or to neceHity , impeliing thofe who can no longer * 
live on fmall incomes to rifque their capitals in traf&c ^ 
that they may have a chance for bettering their fortunes ; 
€r, laftly, to a concurrence of all thefe caufes ; certain it H 
is , the national exports and imports have been fenfibly 
increafing for thefe forty years : the yearly medium of 
Woollen exports, from die year 1758 to 174. J inclufive ^ 
amounted to about three millions and an half, which was 
a yearly increafe on the medium , of five hundred thou* 
fand pounds above the medium from 17 ig to 17Z4. From 
this article , the reader will conceive the prodigious extent 
and importance of the Britifh commerce* 
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